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OBSERVACIONES PRELIMINARES 



Ni 



I INGUN periodo 6n 1& historia de lasnacion^ hasido ienalado 
con acontecimientos tan grandes i interesknted, como el actual. 
Antiguos y enferos Imperios han sido disueltoS). f^ han per- 
dido su exbtencia politica, mientras se yen brotaV de sus ce-^ 
nizas nuevos Estados^ que levantan sus triunfanfes penachos 
i^obre sus debiles y abatidos vecinos.. Se 6an v^iificado revo* 
luciones tan importantes como inesp^raidas, reforma ha: sido e\ 
grito general, y los grandes y mejor entendidbs intereses del 
genero humano han despertado un fervor, han inspirado un zelo 
ilnstrad6, que no se habia conocido hasta ahora. En Europa, 
sehanidstonaciones enteras 6ombatir anhnosamente por laextir- 
pacion de abusos envejecidos : aquellos misitios que mas aiKistum* 
brados esfabah i arrastrar Ia» ^denas del despotiismo, se han acor* 
dado de sus der^chos largo tieinpo olvidados,y se ban reconocido 
f odavia hombre^. Mientras los senjtitiiientos publi<ios tomaban es« 
ta dire<^on en Europa, mientras tl siispiro de la. libertad se hacia 
oir m IfuS mas distantes regiones, ^ era de ^per^r que la Ame- 
rica Eidpailola^' cuyos habitantes habian sido tanto tiempo holla-^ 
doiB y esclaviaidos, y donde mas que en otra parte algunaera in* 
dispensable una rdforma, Tuese k un|ca que p^rmaneciese tran* 
quilA, hi unica qu^ r^i^aeda con su trist^ destina yiese indolent 
tem^ite, (|D^^[iiando los Gobiernoi^i de la Peninsula se ocupaban 
611' iJdtej^rar la condicion del Espanol Europeo, d ella sola se cer* 
j^ba toda perspectiva de mejor suert«, que sus clamores eran dese- 
da^tiioayy que aunsele impoma una degradacion todavia mayor, 
^e te qu^ habk sufrido baxo d regimen corrompido deios 
Slintetrofl^ de Carlos It i Aquelli^ vastos € interesantes estable- 
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PRELIMINARY REMARKS. 



No period of the history of nations^ like the present, hadf» 
Ibeen mdrked by events, so great and interesting. Old and entire' 
empires haVe'b^en dissolved, and have lost their political heing, 
whilst new ones hav€ sprung up out of their ashes, and raised' 
their triuinphantcres^, over their weaker and fallen heighbouis. 
Revoliitions, both signal and unexpected, have taken place, ^^ 
reform has l>een the wdtch-Word^^and the great and bettered 
interests of mankind, have awakened a fervour,' and inspired an 
enlightened zeal, hitherto "unknown. In Europe, whtole ngtiowr 
have been seen to struggle for redress of grievamces, «ven* 
those who &ilve been long^t accustomed to cliank the gallinjg' 
cha;in6 6f Despotism, have pondered on their long forgottfefni.v 
rights, mi hkve felt that they were yet meii. •1?^lst sudr was 
the sense of feeling in £tttdpe,)and similar wias "the sigfir that' 
re-echoed, to the most distant poles, could it :t>ee£pe<^ted that 
Spanish America; those regfons so long trampled upon; aid' 
enslanred, where a reform was in short the most wanting, woiM 
alone stand still, and bear with her former hardships ; that A^ 
woiiMealm]ybehold,vrhilstthe governments of Spain, were btlif- 
edin meliorating their own condition, that she was yet debarred^ 
f rom aU relitf ; her (dh^ms unheard, and that she was even left ^ 
in a more de^praded i^tate, fhaH under the corrupt admiuistiratb^ 
of tihirhie Jttiiyters^^f taidWi IV. As was natural, thes^ vilst * 
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It 6BSERtJiCIOJfB» PAfillMfNAMS: 

dmientoid sintieitm, eomo em nutoml, el ehoque el^ctnco, j toki^ 
hs cuerpos politicos, i manera de los htinijanos, estan destinados 
a llegar por fin d la epoca de la razdn, vino el dia en que pene- 
trados lo« Americanos dela justicia de sU9 d^mandas^ lareclaiiia 
Ten eon el tono de di§fnidad que les eonvenia ; pero.sin otro fruto 
que el de poner Sl la luz lo poco que debian prometerse de la 
liberalidad^ del Gobierna EepaSolr 

Importante como es 4 la humanidad entera, la gran qnestiotf 
que se ha estado a^tando por tres aiios entre la Espana y sua 
' ^lonias, lo es doblemente para la Inglaterra en el estado de 
obstrttccion en que se halfe: efd^^mercio. Sin embargo las prensas 
Britdni<;as no ban hecho ^* basta abora*' otra cosa, que estipnpaT 
sobre'Ia^ revblucioi^ Amerieanust una senal de reproba<iioli, pre- 
sentdndomos^ solamente miras superficiales y bechos alterados, y' 
esto casi siempre con el colorido de la preocupacion 6 de la- 
malignidad: de modo que aun las causas y la tendencia de las- re- 
, voluciones ban sidb gjroseram^nte desconocida& 6 desfiguradasi.- 
Question es esta sin enibargo,~que el estadista ocupado en aseigarar 
la salud de los Pueblos, 6 promover los grandes inter^eses de los^ 
EstadoSy no debe mirar con indiferencia. Si hay alguna que me- 
rezca un exdmen atento y desapasionado, es sin duda la que pre- 
sentan los adjuntos jocnmentos autenticos, que nos atreyemos- k 
ofrecer al publico eon la segjara esperanza de que senvirdn d lo 
menps para la^ma3 completay correcta inteligencia de la materia. 
, Limitados como estamo&-d nnas pocas pdginas de observaciones 
prelinunares, nonos es posible discutir plenamente una qjiestion 
tan eoBiplicada, ni ^ar ui^ idea a(}eqi^^ de todafii las cir^i^i^^ ^ 
stanzas q&e ban acompanado d la.primera e}q[>r^on delos sen- 
timij^to^ publicos, en las varias provincias de las, Americas Espa* 
nolas,^ acerca de su dependencia 4^ la m^tr6poli ; .p.er<) b^a ppner , 
la Tista en Ja maravillosa coiiundenci^ de sueesos que h£»i ocurrido^ 
. e^ tbdaSy para haceive casgo de la generalidad de ideas, y para co- . 
nocer que todcKi aqueQos poeblog eran igualmente sensibles ^ j^ , 
estado de abatimietiio en que sohiallaban sepultados, y cuyap^pp . 
ta refinnna-era el deb^r es^^cisd delafitpriuierasautoridadesd^a-i 
nacion. Anadiremos sin embargo, alguQas pocas con^ideraciiaia , 
que servirdn para ilustYar el asf^ito^i 
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HfixiBrni AftY aBViiimk ^ 



ftnd ihterB^ting'settieineiils eqM^ felt tlic electric shock, for 
political, like human bodies, seem natbrally dettitted to ise 
from irrational to rational life; tod confident of the jiutict of 
t|ieir demands, thejr asked redress, but it wfu&denied« 



Impoi'iaut as is the great queeton that for.three years h^s 

been agitating between Spain and her Colonies;^ and doubly ^ 

to Epgland, in her present cramped stfite of trade ; . by the 

.puUic prints it has been nevertheless branded with censure aujd 

reprpbaition ; they have presented us with nothing but superficial 

views oC disguised facts, often treacherously ezi^ggerated, often^r 

do^thed in the language of unwarrantable anticipation an<cl 

unfounded prejudice; nay the causes and circumstances appeiMT 

father to have been completely nM8under3tood« This is never- 

. thejess a question addressed to the statesman . busied in %hfi 

,welfan^, and charged with the great interests of mankind ; it is 

one that well deserves the. test of dispassionate enquiiy, a|i4 

deliberate contemplation, and it is hoped that the followin|^ 

authentic statements Will aid to it^ more correct^ ^ni iQPjri^ 

.^iierfd,comprehei^ion, 



"Confined as we are to a hiw pages of preliminaiy remarks. It 
would not be possible fully to discuss so complicated a question, 
or to give an adequate idea of aO the dreumstanees attending the 
first expressions of public feeling in every divisii 
America, respecting their relative situation of dc 
nies; but Horn there bein^ a co-incidence in all. 
that the same sentiinents are ge^ieral, a^nd that eve 
sensible of the abject state to which all ^fnere si. , 
be#ame( the duty of the first magistracy of the nation to reform^ 
Wt'wiD, however^ subjoin a few iUustrative considerations* 
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1^ vi / 09SUyACIQirB9 PftSIilUlNAEES.^ 

- ■ > 

KA pnmera qwesfiioii y la mas important qae se ofrece al 
tratarlo es, si lo^ estableciimeiitos Espanoles al.tiempo.dela pn- 
mera inyasion de Espafia por los exerdtw Franceses, y de la diso- 
ludon de la monarquiay r^wrian^ 6 no, por la situadon en que 
. se hallaban, la refbrma de &u regimen administravivo ; si la so* 
lidtaron, y si les fne concedida. Demasiado notorio es al publico 
Enropeo el estado de miseria y degradadon d que se les faftlna 
reduddo : nuestros Escritores nadonales y los de la nacion Fran- 
' cesa ban tocado demasiadas veces esta materia, para qiie iios 
sea necesario detenemos en ella; baste decif que el puebUTgemia 
haxo la doble opresion de la Corona y del monopolio ; fprarosas 
4 irradonales restriciones agoviaban d todas la^ clases, y sofo- 
caban en eHas toda espede de actividad y de industria ; las leyes, 
extraviadas de su beni^fico objeto, no Servian ya para el castigo 
did culpable, ni para la protieccion del inocente ; actos de la 
mas barbara arbitrariedad se Veian 4 cada paso y por todas 
partes; los nativos cajecian de una equitativa partidpadon 
en l6s emple6S de confianza 6 de lucro;* prevalecia un sis- 
tema de gobiemo tan ignomini6so 4 los c6digos de Espana^ y 
de hs Indias, como contrario d los mas esenciales derecfaos.del 
geniero humano, y opuesto d los dictado6 de la justidk y de la 
razon: en una palab^a, la condidon de los Ainericanos apenas 
podia considerarse bazo otro aspecto, que como un Vasalkigc 
feudal dela Espa&u ^'Quien ignora los yados , inmen^s que 
exktiisai en;todoslos raitos de industria, ocasionados por la 
;gros6ra ignoranda de los Bm conmnes inventos, desti^dos 4 

' ■ ■" " . ■ 1 

h Como noa prvel^ de ki po<^ parte que' los EsimDolefr Americaoot 

teaian en loe oficim de disliaeion de lu propio pais, aoat^iniosla BiguleMte 

JHia de las pesooas que han estado alU empleadas desde la c6iiqui«t«* 

< ' Europmt, Anunttmu, 

Arxobispos y Obispos 702 .•••.. 278 

■'" Vlffyea ...^.. 1«6 ....... 4 

Capltanes Geiieralei J ti<n>ernadi>ret '588 ....... 14 

^' 1456 295 

' t . .. ZSSSSSSSm S 

Veate el Censor Bxtraordinarioi Cadiz Enero S6, 1810. 
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, ^TM &«t mi most ^lat^iialfittesticA tbat ijccurs.in.treatixiyi^ the 
^ifbject, i§9 wbetjier pr oot, the Spanish Settlements at the timo 
of the entry of the Ffondi into Spain, and. of the dissolution 
of the Monarchy, from iheir situation,, required r^dfess and a 
r^forn^ of govemo^ent ; and next, whether they asked it, and 
irere denied* Tpo much ia already known to the European 
.ppMi^, and the degraded state of the colonies h^ been th$ too 
/ri^uei&t theme of our owi^ writers, as well as those of the 
Vi^ncji^ to n^^e it nefcessary here to giye any picture of the 
state of thes^ §aid cqlonit^s, or of the manner in which th^jr 
. were govfemed ; suffice it to say, that, the people were oppr^s^ 
.^l^y the. crown, and by mouppolies ; the comnionalty and pea-^ 
si^ntry groaned under bui-densome and unreasonable restrijpticns^ 
destnlctiy<^ of all enterprise ; the (aws did not inflict punislonent 
on the gqilty, nor afford protec^on to the innocent; arbitiaiy 
a|cts wer^ common ; the natives i^ere d^bfurred* from a fair jpar* 
. ticipation in offices of trust and emolyme^t ; asysteni of gfrnm^ 
ment prevailed, disgraceful |o the Statute, books of Spain an4 
the Indies, opposed to the comnion rights of mankind, and 
hostile to the dictates of truth and reason ;t the Americans in 
short, coful4 be considered in no other filiate than in t^^t of 
.feudal yassallage to Spain. Who is there un^pprized of thoao 
chasnis which existed in the branches of industry, occasioned 
by wanton ignor^ce> by which grefit masses of labour were 

* * As a proof ho,w little Uie.Spaa^h Afl^ericans bbared.in the ofllceft 
of diBtiocitioii ia their own country^ we add the following statemeflC oC 
persons who have been ia commaod there, since its settlemeDt : ^ 

Archbishops aod Bishops lOii ••••. ....... 278 

Viceroys...... „ 106 .....,•• 4 

XJaptaiosGenie^aBd PfctMeatt.. 588 );•••••• \^ 

Tide t\ Censor ETtraordinario:— Cadis, Jan. 26, 1812. . 

+ The Viceroys hdd in their 01|A)^Uld8»the pi^eco^Te^ LegUiJativef 
and Military Powers ' 
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tinqilifictr & dismiirair los esfuCnBos del hombre ? "Quiea ii6 li» 
^to en la mayor parte de los reglamentos colotiiales de Espata 
lin sistema de monopofio, dictado por e! injusto principio de pre^ 
ferencia i los pooos, y tan hostil d la fecnndidadde las artes, 
como & Ids priijieras bas^ de la sociedad >*■ Quien no ha vistd 
en ellos un plan segnido y completo de degradadou, que se ex- 
tendia ann 4 la prohibicion delas e^cuelas mas necesaria&Pf^ 
Estos son hechos que no pueden contradecirse por los mas 
descarados panegirisitas del podet arbitrario, ni paliarse por li^ 
especiosas producciones de las prensas de Cadi^, empenadas eA 
piobar las ventajas de la dependencia y del monopolio. 

Qne los Americanos ban h'eeho repetidos esfuerzos parai obte- 
Her algonas feformas, y entre otras, alguna parte en la adininis^ 
tracion de sus interest intemo$, es uffia, cosa sufieienteraente pro- 
bada ho solo por los primeros reclames de las respectivas munici- 
palidades y Juntas, sino tambien por los diario^ de laav^rtes de 
Cadiz;. Las demandas de aqnellos pueblos fueroii^ definidas ypre- 
, Hentaclas al Gobierno Espanol en 11 proposiciones el l^tle Ho-- 
Tiembre de 1810; estas se repitieron el 31 d^ Diciembi^e del 
mismo ano, y se insisti6de nuevo sobre ellas el l® de Argosto d^e 
181 1, en la bifen conodda Representadon de la Diputaci<m Ame«^ 
licana d las Cortes de Espana: p^ro nunca se les ha prestado la 
atendoni que eran acrehedoras. • Un estado^e insensibilidad y 
ietargtr paredo haberse seguido d las violentas convulsiories tie 
una revoludon calamitosa, qne bada al Gobierno de Espana sordo 
dks gritos y xeclamadones de una ^arte benemerita de la Mo- 
narquiac Faltaba en aquel Gobierno un principio saludable y 

• Los yitejti tcnian en sag ratnoi los poderei Execotivo, legislativo 
ymiUtar. 

4 Es un becbo qae nd obstante las instancias de fo nmokipalldacl, 
universidad, y todos los cuerpos representativos, bo se permiti6 ea Ca- 
racas eraenar matematicas, tcner hnprenta, escaela die pilotage, ni ctase 
de dereCDo p^ieo, ni se toler^ que bnbiese noivelrsidad eo Merida, una 
de las ProTincias de Venezuela; En Buenos ^alyres jen^otras partes 
lian existido ild'ales restricionest : i 
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aiispended, ; Irho is there that has not beheld a system of mo^ . 
iiopQly> genettrted by a false principle of pjrefereiice' to few, but 
hostile to productive labdur, and destructive to the basis of 
society ; a systematic pBin of debasement extending efen to thf5 
prohibition bf the mecesSkry schools j* these are all fects which 
the inost unbliifihing advocates for arbitoary power cannot deny» 
iMt can they ever be palliated by the ingenious and specious 
pieces written in Cadiz to prove the utility and advantages «f 
dependence and monopoly* 



' llfat repeated efforts were made for a reform of government, 
'and to obtain the right of legislating locally for themselves ih 
their own concerns, is proved, not only by the applications of 
the respective American municipalities and Juntas, but also bjr 
the Journals of the Cortes and their Debates. The claims of 
the Americans^ were defined and laid before the Spanish Go- 
▼eiiipien^ in eleven propositions on the 16th November, 1810, . 
they were repeated on the 31st December, and again on the 1st 
of August, 1811, in th6 well known Represeniacion de la De-^ 
'fmtaciwi Americand d las Cortes de Espcma^ but were never 
'attended to. A torpor seemed to have succeeded to distress^ anft 
•to the violent convulsions of a calamitous revolotiouj which ap- 
peared to render the government deaf to the just cries and 
appeals of a well deserving moiety of the nation ; there was 
wanting a healing and cementing principle of benevolence, ndr 



* It is a fact that notwithstanding the remonstrances of the maoici- 
pality, the university ^nd all the representative bodies, in Caracas, it was 
not allowed to teaeh i^bematics, to have a printing-press, a^school for 
the tuition of navigation, or the study 6f jus pubticurn ; and that in Me« 
'rida, one of the provinces of Venezuela, ^n universiry was not tolerated* 
J9 Biicnos Ayre8> asid in other parts^ similar restrictions existed. 
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xoi)ciUadoT, y Boapacec^ hasta^ el dm entre sus actos ana^'DliecKda 
calcnlada para curax los males, 6 reunir los parti^os. 

Si 1«S prhneros Gobiernos de Espana hubi^ran poseido taleDtos^ 
mira« imparciales, y sobr^ todo, virtudes proporcionadas al podcr 
deque estuvieron revestidos en las primeras epocas de la revolii-. 
^cion, era tal el entusiasmo de^ue se habian penetrado los Ameri^ 
eamSf que podian haber sido unidos a la metropoli con Iqs viiih- 
jcdos de la mas cordial fraternidad, y haberle con'ferido bencicios 
tan importimtes, come requeria la humanirdad, como dictaban 1^ 
pradencia y la politica, y comp por un principio de gratitud no 
habiera dexado de prpduciiios el goce mismo de sus derechos* 
Pero deggraciadamente para unos y otrosV y todavia maspara la 
causa comun, no se hizo ningun caso ni de lo que importaba la 
Espana transalantica, ni de lo que la era debido. Habia llegadp 
& los ojos de la justicia y de la razon el momento de colocarse 
ambos Continentes sobre un pie de ignaldad, y con todo no se 
ofredan refpnnas en el sistema gubemativo de las ^olonias ; no 
se presentaba perspectiva alguna de consuelo; el antiguo odio 4 
la ilustracion y d la prosperidad era todaVia el sentimiento habi- 
tual de la administi:^cion Espanola. Mutua desconfianra y ani- 

" mosidad prevalecian ; y un espiritu inextinguible de resentimi'- 
ento se encendi6 por fin. El Gobierno de Espana parecia ente- 
ramente destituido de aquellos ilustrados principios, qne no yen 
•el bi^n particular sino como una consequencia del general : la 
jexclusion de aquellos beneficios que pertenec^^n d todos, y noii 
.una pardon particular de la sociedad, se habia hecho y conti- 
Buaba 8160^ fundamental y sistematica. Los dan^ores de los 
Americanos se diiigis^n a remover males, extensos, inveterados» 
intolerables; lo que era en ellos un derecho,«ra al mismo tiempo 

. una medida de politica nacional; y si quando comenzarou 
aquellas demandas i discutirse, la salud geiieral hubiera sido el 
objeto de las autoridades Espanolas, el conformdrse d las re^as 
de la mas liberal filauti-opid les hubiera proporcionado medio ^ 
.pcipetuar la union entre las dos grandes pordones de la Monar- 
quia, y de aumentar al mismo tiempo la fuerza total. 
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J» tWe ap to the pTesent day, a pn^er measure ©f redi«$« or 
of .conciliation^ on record. 



Had the ekrly g^ovemments of Spain, possessed talents, and 
disinterested yiews and" virtues, suited to their powc^r, in th^ 
first stages of the revolution, such was the enthusiastic spirit 
which peiyaded the breast of every American, that they migiit 
have had them united as brothers, and besides hava conferred 
upon tjiem the most important blessiugs, such as humanity 4Jicr 
tated, siich as prudence and policy u¥ged, and such as their 
own rights entitled them to. Unfortunately for both nations^ 
and still more so for the common cau^e, the long neglected 
claims of the Americans remained unheard; in the eyp of. 
reason and justice that period had arrived, in which both conti<- 
nents were to be placed on an equal footing ; yet no redress or 
reform was offered, every avenue to a fair restoration was closed, 
and there appears to have been a decided opposition to every 
revival of light^ and to every restitution of happines^ and eq\ia<* 
lity. Mutual distrust and animosity gradually were engendered^ 
an inextinguishable spirit of resentment at length flamed^ aud 
there appeared nothing left in the governments of Spain^ «f 
ihose enlightened principles which are always directed to ihd 
general, and not particular interests ; an apathy followed, joined 
to a systematic exclusion from those diffused enjoyments which 
belonged to the whole, and not to the detached portions of :a 
nation. The claims of the Americans tended to jemove exten- 
siye, inveterate, and galling ills ; this besides a right, became 
a measur^oC national policy, and when first agitated, if the wc^^sre 
of the people had be^n really the object of the rulers in Spain, 
by merely following the dictates of an enlarged philanthropy, 
we repeat, that they might have associated their American bre- 
hren, by which they would have given force to those paitsf, they 
have now disjointed. 
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No podemoi; deteneraois d considerar los diferentes periodos 
de hostilidad, de agresion matua, y de qompleta enemistad, qiie 
«e ban seguido posteriormente; pero apareceran con suficientc^ 
elaridad en las declaraciones oficiales de aquellos departamentos, 
que han sido reducidos al extremo de una absoluta separaciop, 
y qarza no tenemos todavia en Ingles tma colection de documen- 
tos que baxo este respecto tios ofrezca tantos datos como la pre* 
tente. Venezuela ha sido la primera en romper las cadenas que 
la hgdb^n d la Madre Patiia, y al cabo de dos anos empleados 
'en yanos esfuerzos para obtener reformas y desagravios, despues 
'^e haber sufrido qaantos oprobios ^ indignidades piidi^ron acu- 
'inidarse sobre ella, ha proclamado por fin aquel sagrado ^ incon- 
testable derecho que tiene todp pueblo para adoptar las medidas 
mas conducentes d su bien estar intemo, y liias eficaces para re* 
peler los ataques del enemigo exterior. 

La ni^ncia delas cansas que la han compelido a esta medida 
<«xtrema aperce en el Manifiesto que dirige al mundo imparcial'} 
'y la justicia. de las miras de sus representantes, dirigidas d I^ 
salad de sus constituentes, se echa tambien de ver en la Consti-r 
4uci0n formada para la fbrmacion y administracion de las leyes^ 
'Como en el resultado de sus declaraciones solehnes. Es lesta una 
*ra nuera, en qu^ los habitantes de Venezuela han visto por la 
primera vez definidos sus derechos y aseguradas sus libertades; 
iih periodo importante y extraordinario,9 en que sus mandatarios 
y jueces $e han hecho responsables d ellos solos por su fntura con* 
-dueta; pero aunque es inmensa la tmnsicion de su anterior aba* 
timiento kl estado de dignidad en que hoy comparecen, se veri 
^1 mismo tienipo que los naiurales de la America Espanola estain 
^jgpeneralmente tan bien preparados pa:Ta gozar delos bienes d que 
fuspiran, como losdela nacion que desea prolohgar su tiranim 
«obre ellos; y 6n los documentos que c6mponen este volumen, 
iio se hallaran ni principios menos grandes, ni conseqtiencias 
menos justas, que en las mas ceTebres medidas de las Cortesj^ 
«uya liberalidad y filantropia es harto inferior i^ la de 16& 
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' • ^tRELIMIN Ally REMARKS. . Xlii 

. It is. not iu. pur power to enter into the different stag^ of 
t)pen hostility, nciutual aggression, and growing enmity, that 
have since been followed up; they are better seen from the, 
oificial declarations of those sections, which have been driyen to . 
the extreme of separation ; and perhaps no collection of do- 
cuments is more explanatory thereof, than the following. 
Yenezuela has been the lii*st to break entirely the fetters 
which bound her to the mother country, and after three ye^ni 
expended in vain efforts of redress, and after bearing with 
every degradation and indignity that could be heaped upon 
her, she has asserted that undoubted right, which every peopte^ 
has, to interpose and to adopt such measures., as are most 
conducive tp. their own internal welfare, and the most effective 
to repel foreign attack* \ 

: l%(at imperious causes have compelled her to this 8tep<, 
io this last sdtemative, is seen by the manifesto she addresiset 
to the impartial world, aild that the exertions of the repre^ 
sentatives' of the people are directed to the well-being of^ 
their constituents, is also evinced, by the constitution, framed - 
far the adminisitration'of lawy as well as from the results of their 
other solemn delibei-ations. It is indeed, an sera^ new to the^ 
iljbtabita^nts of Venezuela, to see their rights defined, and their. > 
liberties. secui;ed ; it is ,^ period novel and extraordinary, to 
l]^hol4 Uieir nders and judges become answerable to. them alone , 
fof their condi^st; but though, the transition. from the aA)}ee^ 
sjtate in which they lately drooped, ta the dignified one in whick 
they ncnr Atand, is great, it will nevertheless be jfeund, that the 
natives of Spanish America, are generally as well prepared t^ 
i^ia^e and enjoy the blessings at which they have .aimed, af , 
those of the nation, which sqeks to prolong its sway over themf ; 
a^d the documents composing this volume, wHl be found as wdl. 
constructed, as well argued, and i^ eveiy sens^ as sound, as any . 
otf 4he boasted measures of Uie Cortes, and jthey exceed them ia 
libtrality and phil^thropy. To every mind, pure and unpr|j^«. 
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Xiy OBSERTACIOl^ES l^REXlMlNARks/ 

Americanos. Todo espiritu recto y despreocupado verd las 
ocurrehcias de" Venezuela cbmo faonestos y equitatiyos resulta- 
dos de los deseos del pueblo, diligidos A la comun seguiidad y 
bien estar ;. ni lbs .que auimados por el interes de la politica Eis- 
panola, se empenan eu acumuli^r pretestos para perpetuar la del- 
pendencia, pueden ofrecer una sola razon 4© necesidad 6 justi- 
cia, capaz de sufrir un exdmen desap^ionado, 4 meiios que se 
pretenda ser preferible la miseria y enyilecitticttto de los pueblois, 
a su libertady prosperidad. 

' Al adop^r la resolucion de hacerse Indepenfiefute, sabia sindu-' 
da YeHezuela, que iba 4 prorocar toda la colera de sus enemigtxs, 
y de quautos estaban intefesados en la perpetuidaS de ^cl de- 
pehdencia ; pero es de esperar de la ilustracion y liberaHdad' 
de este pais que tan mezquinos senfimientos no tendran' 
caUda en sus habitantes, y que no faltan entre ellos bombtes 
qde miren con el placer roas^viyo y puro los progresos de la 
libertad general, y la extension de la feHcidad del gcnero ba- 
mano. Ha sidb un principio generalme^te recoiiocido en Europst, 
y de que se gloria en especial la uacion Inglesa/que hsiy en el ' 
pueblo derechos cuyo inestimable goze Aebie inspirar & sus ^oSetf-* 
dorps la mas rezelosa vigilancia pam asegitirarlos contrd ks ase-» 
chiEttizas del poder, ypara repafar Ito brecbas que el inlus p^rfecto 
sistemade gobiemo, por una conseqtiencia dela naturalezk de tod^* 
las instituciones humanas, no puede inebos de sufrir con d curso- 
dtel tiempp. ^' Y sepretenderd que d solos los babiiainteis de la« 
Americas deben rebusarse tales derechois, y por conseqtiencia ^^ 
de velar sobre su integridad ? Se les exlgiri que pdra la c&itri«« 
bucion de'justicia bayan de atravesar un oceaho de dok Jabil, 
l^gut«, y que fen momentos tan criticos como el Actual, subsistaii^ 
d^snudos de todas las^atribuciones de los seres politicos, y d^r" 
p€iiiKdan de otra nation, que iin enemigo podei^so aniennza at»^ 
<]fuilar? Se quertd enfin que las colonias Espanolas, como wia^ 
nave sin timon, queden ^puestas & los rudos embates de la nl«|[' 
fitridisa tempestad politica, y prontas 4 ser la presad^Japri* 
ifi^vanadon ambiciosa que t^ngn bidstahto fa^iza|»9ra atpod^*' 
rarse de ella«? 
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'PRELIMIKARlTJi^MARKS. . X% 

diced, Ihe occurrences of Venezuela, vnU appear as the fair and 
honest result of a wi^h on the part of the people to insure to 
themselves the greatest security and happiness ; nor can any 
opposite allegations of national policy, for a longer dependence^ 
without j;edress, be urged, that will bear the*test of candour anrf 
of reason, unless it can be proved, that a country becomes more 
interesting by being debased, than when rendered free and pros- 
perous. ' . ' 



In adopting .the resolution of becoming independent, Vene- 
zuela was no doubt aware, that she was about to provoke aU the 
thunder of her enemies, of those who are interested in the con- 
tinuation of her subjection; but, it is hoped, that this is a country 
too liberal, and fop enlightened /or such narrow sentiments here 
to /Bxist, and that it contains nienf, who feel the warm effusions 
of pleasure, to see advancecyte caus^ of general liberty, and the 



extension of human hsaSiWness. in Europe, it has ever been 
an avowed maxixji^r iand particularly the boast of the En- 
glish nation,* rthat on the part of the people there is a right, and 
that it require^ all the watchful jealousy which the inestimable 
enjf^menls of that right can inspire, to guard against the rapid 
enefoachments of power,, and to repair* the breaches, which even 
tKe most perfect systejus of government, like all other human ' 
institutions, may, in the course of time, sustain. And can it be 
argued, that the people of Spanish America are alone debarred * 
of that right ? Can it be supposed, that for |he distribution of 
justice, they are to traverse an ocean of two thousand leagues, 
that itt moments so critical they are to depend, as political no- 
things, on a nation,,heraelf threatened with vdestruction from a 
powei^ foe • ^ndlike a vessel deprived of her helm, left to be 
Ifruflfeted by the rude telnpests ready to assail them, and be ex- 
pos^ to become the prey of the fii-st ambitious nation that may 
iiare the atrength to effect their conquest? / 
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^Vi Oft^ERtTACiOt^ES MELIMIKAREfl. 

£1 espiritu, imparcial, que examine atentamente los do8 lado# 
de la question, necesita de pocas pruebas para conocer cou eyi- 
dencia, que las ideas que se esparcieron en las colonias sobre la 
desesperada situacibu de la Espana d la entrada de los Fran-* 
ceses en la Andalucia^ y el temor de ser arrastrados d caer en 
inanos de los usurpadores; f ueron las causas principales de la 
resolution tomada por los Americanos de no confiar ma& tiempo 
SQ seguridad d la administradon de los Europeos, y de poner 
SQS negoeios al cuidado de Juntas 6 Asambleas Provinciales, 
formadas al exemplo y por los mismos medios que las de Es- 
pana. Que habia motibo para desco^fiar de los Vireyes y capi- 
tanes Generales lo ban probado los sucesos posteriores, pues no 
ban tenido reparo en proclamar la doctiina de que la America 
debe eorrer igual ,8uerte que la Peninsula, y que si la una 
es conquistada, debe someterse la otra* al mismo senor. Los 
xefes , coloniales estaban preparadosf para esta ocurrencia, y 
babiendo sido escogidos por el Principe de Paz, nada era inasr 
natural que el que volvieseu a soMintiguas miras. ^*Era pues 
razonable, era justo esperar, que despues de tan larga y funesta 
experiencia, reposasen tranquilas las colonias sobre lf» yirtades 
d 16s takntos de tales xefes; 6 era prudente el dexarlas a la 
merced de unos bombres, cuyo 6nicointeres era la conseryacion 
de susenapleos, garantida por los Franceses; y por los partida-* 
rios Espanoles de estos? 

Los miayores escritores polit^cos de nuestro pais ban establecido 
eomo principio invariable, que las sociedades deben gobemarse 
por si mismas. Segun Locke, todo gobierno legitimo se derira 
del consentimiento del pueblo, porque siendo los bombres natu- 
ralmente i^ales, no tiene ninguno de ellos derecbo de injuriar 
a los otros en la vida, salud, bbertad 6 prqpiedades, y ningakL9 
de quantos cqmponeh la sociedad civil esta obligado .6 sugeta 
al capricbo de otros, sino solamente a leyes fixas y ^^noeidas^ 
hecbas para' el beneficio de todos: no deben es^blecerse inipu.'* 
eistos, sin el consentimiento de la mayoridad, estpresado por el: 
pueblo mismo 6 por sus apoderados : los Reyes y Principes, los 
Magistrados y Funcionarios de todas clases, no exercen otni an* 
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'' MELIMlSAinf ItBMAilKSi > . xrii. 

'^/ ' .' ' 

; Tov tlte impKHiM miiid^ aUd' to him w^, has ,<ai6fuliy - 

examined botM sides of the ({nes^oii, miich argument will not be 

ndcessaiy, -to jnako it endeftt,ihait the ideaj»Jn^ich^iioulat«d in 

the Settlements of the hopctod state of Spain,, at the tim^. 

th^ l^rench efit^^ed Andalusia ; to which was added the dread 

of falling into tiie hands of the same usurpers, were the ^ 

^ chief cans^ of the Americans resolying no ledger to tnist to the 

admilusttaiion of theif European governors, conceiving their own 

nSadti more s^scure when confided to their own assemblies or Jii|»<^ 

tas, wliom tjiey created aftejr: the- manner of the; Ph>vinGes' of 

Sptttfi. That they< had cause to suspect the whde^of the viceroy* 

and governors,, haas been p^ved by posterior events ; they all pro- 

dbimed the doctrine, that America ought to share the same fate 

as the Peninsula, and that when the one was conquered, the 

other was to submit; in short, the <»mmander8abmad were -pre* 

pHred for this alternative, th^ h^A>een previously ^osen by the 

Prince of Peace, and were ready to be moulded to the views on 

which he had acted. Was it Hierefore natural, was it reasonable, 

after ^ir own dear-bought es^rience, forthc^dislant colonies 

t6 iave o^ildence in such chiefs ; was it .prud0nt to leaive them** ^ 

stives to the mercy of men^ who had no other interest in the coun^ . 

try, than to prolong the continuation of their command, .which ^ 

bfljd-been seciired to them l^ the French, and their S^nish par* 

tizans. ' v . > 

- The-greatest^ political writers of our own oountty have<esta- 

bhfi^hed, as ad iiivarialde principle, that " Societies ought to be. 

self-^vemed ;" and it has been stated as tile sentiments of 

Locke, " that ?dl legitimate government is derived imm ike con«, 

'* sent of the people, that men are naturally equal, and that no 

^* one has a right to injure another in his life; headth, liberty, 

** oir possessions, and that nb man, in civil society, ought to be 

*• subject to the arli^trary will of otiiers, but only to known and> 

*^ established laws, made l^ general consent, for the common > 

" benefit. That no taxes are to be levied on the people, without 

" the consent of the majority, given by themselves, or by their 

*^ deputies. That tha ruling power oug^t to govern by declared 

' b 
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tondud l^tinia, que. la qUe les ha ddo delegada por la nyacion ; 
y portanloy quando esta autoridad no te emplea en el pro comu« 
nal, tione el pueblo el dereebo de leasiumrlaa sean qiul^ fuares 
}as nuLijiOS en que. estoviere cbloca4a." 

JEstos ineuagenabl^ deredu^ son lo^.que baexejddo Vene- 
zuela : 9US habitantes ban tornado la re^lueion de adminici^trat 
jpor si nusmos sus intereses, y no depender ma^ tieiQ|>o de go^ 
becnanite^, que contaban con entregparlos $. la Franck.;* y h$ 
^p^kgioB^ de la historia no podranmenos de recoirdar coaappro- 
baeion, eluso que en tales circuxnatandjas ba heebo aquel puebla 
de sua derecbos: dere<^os» cuya exSstencia ba sido ijecomda por 
log E^panoles maa ilustrados, y eI^re otros por Don Gtt^or 
JoTellanos, quien en el famoso diptameu pre«etitado i la Junta 
Central el 7 de' Oetiibre de 1808» dice eKpresameute: ^^que 
quando un piieUo (descubre la aooiedad de que es nikmbro en 
im^ente peligit), y conoce qu^ los adm^nistradores de^aqualki 
autoridad que debe gobernarle y defeuderle estan soborkiadoa y 
e$claTizado8, entra naturabne|^|e eA la necesidad de dbfekiders^ 
i si' mismo, y de .consi^ente adquiere un le^tinio aunque ez« 
:tFaordiliario detecho de iasurfeepiou**' , { Se diia pues que tales 
inexSmaSy solo son fun^adas pard los Espaioles JE^uv^peoa, y no^ 
paraloB Ameiicaiios? . i 

Nueitro inimitable Locke nota jui^taiil^te,t ^^que.las rendtifli^ 
ones no son nunca ociasionadas por pequenos vicios en el n^ieuiej<^ 

de los n/egocios pWlicos." Grandes desaciertos en los que ad- 
^uihistnuEi, muchas leyes injustas y pemiciosas, y todos lois cTes- 

li^ces de la fragilidad hui^aua son todaria poca parte pu:a que d. 

pueblo ae aia^tine 4 murmure ; p^o si una largaseiie dealHvm, 

prevaritai^ones y artificios, que todos lle?an un mismo c%mino» 
J^icen visible al pueblo un designio, de uianera que todos resi<- 
. enfau el peso que. los ^Tipie» y vean el t^nnino^ a q^e son con* 

cbiddo«> no Sf»r4 de ^?EMi^ que se leyanten y dapositen el po.der^ 

en mani»s que lea as^gui^ los objetoi^para (^ fa^ institudo el 

^ .« .Leapie las or^en'es c^e JQtepb i^ajpolf oa 'a los diferentes gobfiriios 
. -de America. , * ' 

t TriUdak*rc elGo1>|eriiociyriJX4ib.3i^4«i5w • . ' _, 
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^ tod ^ceived laws» andnotbyexteinporarf^Ketateey and-liiidfi* 
** tetmhied regolotions. Hiat kinga and prinees, magtetrates^ 
^ aad ndei^ of every dasa, Itaire no ji»t Authoiity bal what U 
^ delegated to tbem b j tlie pe(dple ; and tvfakb i^keii not evpldjT'^ 
^ ed £»r ^ett b#Refi€, tho ped|)l« hare alwaya « ri^t to resmna 
<* in whatever hands it may be placed/* ' 

It is of these sacred rigikts that the people of YenezndML 
have availed themselves, they resolved to sinister their own 
concerns, to be no longer dependent on governors who wetfe n^ady 
to deliver them tip to the French,* and iii' the eye ef reason, and in 
the pag€s of impartial history, they.inll be found to have acted 
correctly. They have made use of that right which the moat 
^lightened Spaniards have acknowledged to exist, and Don Gas^ 
par Jovellanos, in the famous opinion which he laid before th^ ^ 
Centred Junta on the7tb Oct. 1808, eicpressly says, ** that when 
** a people discovers the-imnnnent danger of the society of which 
f* it i$ member, and khows that the administriettors of the autho* 
** rity who ought to govern and defend it, ai^ sirilramed and etl^ 
^** slaved, it naturally enters into the necessity of defending itsd( 
** and of consequence acquires an extraor<Hnary and l^itimate 
** right of insurrectioii." Ai^d can it be argued, that these are 
maxima only formed for the Spaniards of Europe, and that lih^jr 
do not extend to the Americans*? 

Our own iiiittiitable Lockie justly remarks,t *'that revolu- 
** ^ona hempen not upon every little inismanagement of put^ 
^^ albirs. Great nvstakes ki the ruling part, many wrongind 

iiKX>nvenient laws, and all- the slips of human fhilty, wiQ be 
** borne by the people' without niuting or mumier. But if a 
^* hmg train of abuses, premications, and artifices, aU tending^ ^ 
^Sihoaame way, make the design visible to the people, and 
** they cannot but fed what they lie ted^, and sec whither llfc^ 
^ are going, it is not to be wondered, that they should then 
** louze IjheAiscives, and ^deavour to put the rule into fsaah 

* Vide the orden from Joseph Napoleon to the different governmentf 
•f America* 
' -K TteaiiMnni avtt Oovdroment, Book ^» ^. ttlR} 
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XX OBSlftTACfOlfSS PaEUMIKiltffiS. 

G(>l^jMiM)» y mnJif» <{iiik» lovnombi^s aa^goov y las fonnto «>- 
pedosaft estan UnA lexo» (tl F^r algo, que imar bien deben 
t^neise por qoMflba peovep que >e|t estado de naturakva 6 de purs 
aBarqiua> pues ttospo m n^iQs grandes ni menos tumiBentea loa 
Qiaka, al paso que el remedi^ es mucho mis distaute y difid). -- ' , 

Montesquieu estableci6 tlunbten eomo una niastma, si n6 
como una ley inmutaUe* que '^ las nactenes 'solo pueden^ 
salvarse per' lia Tcsjtauiadofi de sus priudpios perdidos^** El 
umeo BM>4o de efeetuarlo qiKt quedaba 4 los Americanos, era el 
de tener gobern^tes de su prepia eleccion, y respensabl^ k 
ellos por su eonducta*. con tafos condidones hubfei-an aceedid& 
gu»|o8os k formar'una parte igual y constitutiva de la na-^. 
don Espanola. Solo, pues, el importa&te fin de su seguridad, 
^ el de Ubertatse de los mal^ de una orfandad politica, induxe- 
roB el pueldo de Venezuela k colocar su confianza en un ^erpo 
de Representantes de su proipia elecdon. E3 sueeso feliz de sui 
iralntjos aparece en las deelaradoi^es del pueblo mi«»o, y en d 
contraste de le que e^ el pais; y de lo que ya comienza a ser; 
La futum seguridad de los habitantes esta yinculada ien el zelo 
<de los miembros que ferv<Ntosamente se ban consaff rado al nuevo 
6rden de co^as, y que intipetidos poir eV estimulo de la re^hera* 
H^ou, -pareeeii competitse en las laudables tareaS de didfir i 
ilustrar la opinion publica, y en promorer el bien general. El 
.s€9itimiento p4>dercRso dd interes comun, y el ^elo. patiJ6tico 
<[ifundido por todas las dase^, ha produddo la mutadon, Ea ex^ 
citado la enei^ ^ pueblo. Calloso debe ser a las mas jduk^ 
• y puiias sensadones^ de que es stisceptible d corason del hombife 
fiddal, el que puede contemplar sin pkcer esta difueibn general 
- d6 luz y patfioftsmo, qtie empiei^ k resplandeeer de un extr^mo 
al otro del coiitinefite Colombiaho, y bxilla sobre un pmd^' s^- 
pultado poeos naeses hl^ en las mas profuiidas timeblas. 

Que un pueblo capaz' de dirigir aV mundo los sentimientioi 
contenidos ei| \m adjuntos docum^^to^, ba^iendo logracb sa|it 
del obscuro reyno del vasallage feudal, quiera baxar otra vez de 
la cumbre de la dignidad y f^liddad dvi), k la miseoa y des^ 
honta queacompan^ al Gobieiup 4^poti^O|,pari^e una de^lm 
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** haudsc^yhich may secOreto them^lie ^ada for.jrbich gorenir 
** meat was at first erected; and wilhout jt^hidbi, aiaaent^names 
** and i^pedoiis forms, are sa far from being belite?^ t^iat^^he]^ 
** are much wor$e \hm the state of n^ature, or ptiie anar<^| 'the 
** inconveniencies heiBg as great» and as near, but thejmedy 
•• fiurther. off, and more difficult^V - : ,i * - 

Montesquieu also established «b a niaximi ,if iM)taa,^qDiQ^ 
taUe law, ^'that nations can^ be sayed. only by the recovei^ of 
their lost priniciples,'* and to effect this, the only m^de^left 
to|he Ameri^ns was» to have governors of their owmehoiee^- 
answerable to them alone for their, conduct ; and under such 
circuinstances they have always been ambitious of foimii^ sen 
equal and component part pf the Spanish Nation. Jt waathere*- 
fpre for their owtf security and in order to ^et ^utof the orphan 
state in which they wer§ plunged, that the people of Yenezuela, 
r^olved ta place their confidence in a body <^ Representative 
of their Qwn ^ choice, and that their labours have advanced the 
public h^i^iness, is evinced by the expressions of the people 
themselves, by the cofitrasted state of what the country w^, and 
what it now is; and that there is security for the future, may be 
anticipated f f om the ardour of numbers who enthusiastically have 
devoted tsemselves to the new order of things, and \idi6 actuated 
Iff the stimulus of regeneration, appear to contend who shall be 
foremoiBt to guide and improve the public mind, and who shall 
be most active in the defence and promotion of the public good. 
A sense of common interests, and the general effect of patiiotic 
feeling has produced the change, has called forth the energies 
of the Pieople; and he must bexallous to the glowings of humanity 
who can contemplate without pleasure, this great e£^ion of 
enlightened patriotic spirit, which already gleams frotn one ex- 
, treme to the other of the Columbian Continent, and irradiates 
a people, heretofore buried ifk the deepest gloom. 

Hiat a people, capable of addr^ing to the world sn^ senti« 
ments^ as are contained in the documents . comprising this 
volume, and that after emerging from the dark reign of feudal 
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Ixft OBSERirlCIOI7EO PRELIMIK A|tks^ 

grandei qmmeras qae ptteden ocarrir k los visionarios politicos. 
I Qu^ dh^iiiQS pti^ de los planes que hay en pii eon ^1 objeto 
ie remachftr siis gpriiloB? A la Ingfaterra^ colocada como se 
halla en el mas eminente grado de prosperidad y poder, son par- 
ficnlannente interesantes los progresos de las sodedades en eco^ 
nomia, legislacion y civilizacion ; pero es un deber en su Gobi- 
emo prombver d Inen estar de unos paises que ban dado tantas 
pruebas de afeeto faacm ella, que le proporcionan co^umo para 
<el qi^rto'del total de sns inanufocturas, y qUe le prometen mas 
lie^ retomos que mnguna otra nadon. El exeinplo que dk 
Vien^^ela al resfo de la America Espanola es como la Aurora 
4k '^uh dia sereno. ] (hcala que mnguna ocunrencia smiestra re« 
tarde ^ impida los progresos de una causa, que tiene, por objeto 
' ^parcir los benefidois deuna regeneradon dvil hasta losultiiiios 
Aonfittes de aqudla hermosa pordon de la tierra! 
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yassaUj^p6» they will ever again descend from the sonunit of fe- 
licity and dignity to which they ha?^ attained, to the wretched- 
ness and dishonour attend^t on despotic goveriMiient, appears 
the wild chimera of |>olitical visionaries. What then are we to 
judge of the plans on foot, to rivet again their chains ? Placed 
as England is, on the elevated political pinnacle on which she 
now stands, it interests her to view the progress of societies in 
ecmiomy, legislation, and civilization, and it becomes a sacred 
duty to promote the w^U being of a country weU affected to- 
vrards her; which b!esides, affords a consumption of one fourA 
of the whole of her manufactures, and offers in pajrlnent, richer 
returns than any other nation. The period, in short, which 
Tenezuela presents to Ihe rest of Spani^ ilmeric%^ is;* as Utit - 
dawn of a mild and serene day, and it is sincerely to be hoped, 
that no untoward events^ will^ in any"ti^^ ittard or i]ki|>edfe Jfer 
progress in a cause that has for lA^t^ to spread the blessingg 
and beniefits of regeneration and civil freedom; to the utmost 
confines of that interesting division of the globe. 
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N. B. Tke £nglisli reader 4s requested in pt^e 57, line 26, 
for Good Friday, to rezi. Hofy Thursday, sakd^Ubso to beat in 
mind, ^that as the docaments composing this volume are official, 
it was necessary to render the version as literal as possible. 
Any accidental typographical errors that may occur, it is hope^ 
win be attributed to the hurry of publication. w 
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ACTA. 



En el Nomhre de Dios Todopoderost^ 

NOSOTROS los Representantes de las Provincial 
tinidas de CARACAS, CUMANA, CARINAS, 
MARGARITA, BARCELONA, MERIDA, y 
TRUXILLO, que forman la Confederaciorf Ameri- 
cana de Venezuela^en el Continente Meridional, reu- 
nidos en Congreso, y considerando la plena y absoluta 
posesion de nuestros derechos, que recobramos justa 
y legitimamente desde el 19 de Abril de 1810, en con- 
seqiiencia de la Jornada de Bayona, y la ocupacion del 
Trono Espaiiol, por la conquista y'sucesion de otra 
nueva Dinastia, constituida sin n^estro consentimiento: 
queremos antes de usar de los derechos de que nos 
tuvd privados la fuerza, por mas de tres siglos, y nos 
ba xestituido el orden politico de los acontecimientos 
bumanos, patentizar al Uni verso las razones^ que Ban 
emanado de estos mismos acontecimentos, y autorizaq 
el libre uso q^ue vamos 9. hacer de nuestra Soberania* 
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Act of Indepejvdence. 



Jin thf Name 6f the All-powerful God^ 

WE the Represeutatives of the united Provinces 

of CARACAS, CUMANA, VARINAS, MAR- 

GARITA, JBARqELONA^ MEjlIDA, and 

^RUXILLO, forming the American Confederation 

pf Veqezuela, in the South Continent^ in Cpngr^t 

assembled, considering the full and absolute posses*- 

sion of our Rights^ which >ye recovered justly and 

legally from the 19th of April, 1810, in consequence 

«f the occurrences in Bayoaa^ and the occupation of 

ihe Spanish Throne by conquest^ and the succession 

-of a. new Dynasty, constituted without our consent : 

are desirous, before we make use of those Rights, of 

which we have been deprived by force for more than 

three fl^ges^ but now restored to us by the political 

order of bjuman events, to ma]ke known to the world 

the reasons which have emanated from these same oc- 

currence$, and which authorise!, us in the free use w^ 

ijrp now about to make of our .ovf n Sovereignty. 
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No q}xetmt6*3 sid li&^l^atgo^ ifcmpiifcr alegando los 
derechos que ttttoe todd^aii ' cdliqmilftdo^ para recur 
piertr su^tl^odel^oprieddd ^Iti^epei^kp^ia: olvida* 
inos genero$ameiite la larga Wtie jde tti^les^ agravias y 
privacioDes^ qnt p\ derecho funtt^ d^ cgnquista hi^ 
catisado indistintamente a todo9 \o$ descendieotes de 
}os Desciibridore3, Conquistadorea y Pobladares dp 
estos paises^ hecho^ de peor copdipipif, por H.misma 
razon que debiafavorecerlos i . j corricnbdo un telo 8<h 
pre los trescientos anqs de dominacion CspaHoIa en 
America^ solo presentaremos los hechos autenticos y 
notorios, que han devido desprendef y haq despr^dl* 
do de derecho a uu roqndo de otro, en el trastornb^ 
des6i:d^ y cohquista que tiene yk disuelt^la nacioii 
Eipafiola. ' 

Este desorden ha aumentado los male? de la AtQef 1« 
toi inutiUzimddle los it^cutsos y reelantAcioues^ y au- 
toHjsando laiaipunidad delos Gobemantesde Espana^ 
pafa insultar y oprimir esta parte d^ la nificioiij dexati^ 
dola sin el amparp y garantta de las Leyes. 

Es cpiitrario al orde^y impips|ble a) Gtsfliiemo A'^ 
pspaga^ y iune^to a la Aiiieriea^ f;) qife tetaiendp estl^ 
im territorio iiifinitaaiaite maa extenso^ y una Pobfau- 
cion incoinparableinentenias numerote^ d^^enda y esi^ 
sifgeia a unai^gulo Peninsular del Conti^ieat<; Eutiopeai 

Jbas Sei^iones y Abdicaciones de Bayona; las Jorv 
ziadas del Escorial, y de Aranjuez^ y las Ordenes del 
Ititj^r Tenienfe^ Duque de Berg, a la America^ debi- 
Wroid poller en uso Ids derechos que hasta ientonces ha- 
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We do not wiA/. netertlleiess, to begin by alled^* 
iiig'the rights inherent in every coiiquered country^ to 
reeover it3 state of property sAd inde^nden^e i We 
l^enerously fbrg^bt the tdag seried of ills^ injiiries^ and 
]privatioMi which the dadriglit df conquest has indis^ 
tinctly caused^ to all the desceiSdants of the Disco* 
Terers^ Conquerors; and Seiilc^s of these Countl'iesi 
plunged into a worse state by the Y6tj eime cause tharf; 
ought to have favoured .them; and; drawing a ^eil 
over the SOU years of Spanish doii^imo^ in Ameirida> 
we will uow only, presQEit to view the auifientic iM 
well-known facts^ Which ought to have Wrested from 
one woi'ld^ the right Over the other, by the inversion, 
disorder, and conquei^, that have already diisdlved the 
Spanish Nation. ^; ^ 

This disorder has increased the ills of America, by 
rendering void its claims ajtid remcmstrimees; cabling 
the Croveraors of Spain to insult and oppress this part 
of the Nation, thus ieai^ngit ivitiiotit the tfuceour and 
guarantee of the Laws« ^ 

It is contrary to order, impossible td the Govern- 
ment of Spain, and fatal to the lyelfai'e of America^ 
lifaatthe latter, possess^ of a range of country infi- 
nitely more extensive, and a population incomparably 
thate numerous, should depend and be subject to a 
Peninsular Corner of the European Continent* 

The Cessions and Ab£tations at Itayona, the Re- 
volutions of the j^lfeurial and Aranjuez, and the Or- 
ders of the Royal Substitute, the Duke of Berg> sent 
to America, suffice to gi^e virtue to the rights, whicli 



Digitized 



by Google 



tnan sacrificado los Americanos, a la unidad ^ kite^ 
gridad de la nacion Espanola 

Veneztiela antes que nadie teconocid, y conserve 
generosamente etsta integridad por no abandonar la 
cau^ de stis hermanos^ mientras tuvo la menor apa* 
riencia de salv^cion. 

La Ameiica volrio a existir dc niievo, desde que 
^udoy debid tomar a su cargo su suerte y cohser- 
vacion ; como la Espana pudo reconocer, 6 no, Ids 
derechos de un Rey que habia apreciado mas su exist- 
tncia que la dignidad de la nacion que gobernaba. -; 

Quantos Borbones concurrieron a las invalidas 
estipulaciones de Bayona> abandenando el territor io 
Espanol/ pontra la voluntad de los Pueblos^ faltar^a^ 
despreciaron^ j hollaron el deber sagrado> que coatra- 
xeron.jcon los Espanbles de ambos mundos^ quando 
*con su.sangre y sus tcsoros^ los colocaron en el Trono 
a despecho de la casa de Austria; por esta coBducta^ 
quedaron inhabiles, S incapaces de gobernar a un 
Pueblo libre^ a quien ^ntregaron como un rebaiio de 
Esclayos. 

Los intrusos Gobiernos que se abrogaron la Ile-< 
presentacion nacional^ aproyecbaron [perfidan^ente 
las disposiciones^ que la buena fe, la distancia^ la 
opreslon^ y la ignorancisr^ daban a los Americanos 
contra la nueva Dinastia^ que seinlroduxo en Es* 
pana por la fuerza ; y contra sus mismos principios; 
'sostuvieron entre nosotros la ilusiona favor de Fer- 
nando^ para deyorarnos y yexarnos impua«mente 
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till thenihe Americans Iiad sacrificed to the unity and 
ilitegrity of the Spanish -Nation. 

Venezuela was the first to acknowledge^ and gene« 
rously tp preserve, this integrity,; not to abandon th^ 
cause of its brothers,, as long as th^ same retained the 
least hope of salyatidUi ^ . ' ! 
: America was called into a new existence, since she 
eould, and oiight, to take upon herself the .charge of 
' her own fate and preserva|i<>n ; as Spain might ac- 
knowledge, or not, the rights of a King, who. had 
preferred his own existence to the dignity of the Na- 
tion over which he governed. 

All the Bourbons concurred to the invalid stipula- 
tionf^ of Bayona> abandoning:, the country of Spaiuj, 
against the will of the People;:— they violated, dis- 
daiiied, and trai^pled on the sacred duty they had 
contracted with the Spaniards of both Worlds> when 
with their blood and treasure they had placed them ol^^ 
the Throne, in despite of the Hduse of Austria. By ^ 
such a. conduct, they were left disqualified and.iiica- 
ijiable of governing a Free People, whom they d0i-» 
vered up like a^flock of Slaves. 

The intrusive Governments that arrogated to thetti^ > 
selves the National Representation, took advairiage of 
the dispositions which the good faith, distance,, op- 
pressii^n^ rad ignorance^ created in the Americans/ 
against the new Dynasty that had entered lipa;n by 
means of force ; and. Contrary to their own princi- 
ples; they sustained amongst us the illuncnti in favour 
of Ferdinand, in order to devour and harass us vriih 
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Vbl fraternidadt en 4iicurifbs' pHW^^os^ 

diadasi para €»eiibfir dl ItiW dfe ittia Fepr^ieatacioir 

miaftada^ iafrtily degpradute. 

Iiitegor qae8€idisotTiero0> ^YxilS^ttMjdx^ 
nm eotae ^ kr Tarias fanaas de Oobierncr 4e EspaSaj^ 
J que Ik % imparioA; de la mecesidad/ dictd it Yctte^* 
iuela el eomeritene a ri oiifliiia^ para v^tilar j coa^ 
^v» lo's' dereehos de hI R^> 7 crfieeer Mi anlo k^ 
ras hirnHttibf 4e Enropa^ edbtra Tm malto qilte le# 
aoaeBazabao^ se desemioci^ toda a« mteHcr eiradtttte'^' 
se variaron Foi priiiei|^io8^ y fie \hmh {osiirreecien^ 
perfidia I in^atitiidi a lo aiimio^ qtie sirvi^de^tfr^ 
iha a I08 Oobiernos de ]^spaSa^ par ^ne ya s(9 1€# 
^fermha la piierta al moaopelio d» adniifiiitracioiiy 
que queriati peirpetuar a adtoibre de tw Rej liMi^^ 
liariOt 

» ■ ■ 

A peaar de nitesfras pioUtfin, cle ntteitra iMdi^tf# 
^ibjf^ de Boesira geoer osidad^ ; de la in^bl^iltda^ 
de ttUestras pfincipioif, tiratra la tolMtad de siiesirov 
&erfiiaiiil8^ dS^ EwoiH(i le nos deelara ea ettado de re*" 
belioii;^ le BW Mpqitea; ae nM hettilhta;^ ta not 
tBtian agebfef t aAotmariiosbiior canira atroiy y 
$t proeum desacieditarnos entre todaa laa Bacienea 
de £urop<i| implofaBdoaM auxilkt para opiiiiaifnM* 

Sio bace? el bi^kht ^reeio^ de nbestms raisoiies^ tdm 
fftmkimthm §i m^mehi imm del unsiiii^r j tia ^ros^ 
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impamty :' st mcj^i, thej pFomised to us liberij^ eqil»^ 
Utj^ and fmtermiy, eowrejed in pompons discoum^ 
mod studied j^trases^ for tbe purpose otf cohering the 
snare laid by a cunning;, useless^ and degradnug Re-* 
presentation. 

. Ad socm as tbey were ^^olred^ and had substituted 
und destroyed amongst themselves the TarioUs forms 
1^ the Goyernfment of Spain ; and as soon as the im« 
perious law of necessity had dictated to Venezuela 
the urgency of preserving itself, in order ta guard 
and maintain the rights of her King^ and' to offer {ut 
asylum to her European brethren against the ills that 
threatened ihem ; their former conduct was divulged : 
they varied theirprinciples> and gave the appellations 
1^ insurrection^ perfidy^ and ingratitude; tathe samef 
acts that had served as^modeb for the Governments of 
Spain ; because &en was closed to them the g&te to ', 
tbe BMBopoly of admimstration^ which they meant 
to perpetuate under the nmne of ai^ imaginary Kinjg . 

Notwitbttanding our protests^ our moderatios^ ge« 
merosity^ and the inviolability of oiir pruieipics, 
e^Msfettry to #ie n^es of oizr bre^^ m ilbrope, 
we w^re dedared in a siaste-^ rdietlion ; we were^ 
l ij a<>i i< d^ was declared against us ; agi^s were 

iMt aDQKM^pvt us^ to excite us one agaiiKt the other, 
todea;i^otariiig to take away our credit wi^ tie o^r 
I^atidBs '^of Borope^^ by imploriii^^ their asustaoce i^ 
dppressfus. 

Without taking the least notice <^ our reasons, 
witiiottt presentiag tbei» tof tb^ impartial jiHlgmest of 
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Id 

jQcceg. que nuestr 6s enemigps^ ie Aos cdndena & un^ 
dolorosa incomunicacion con nuestros hermanos ; f 
para ahadir el desprecio k la calumnia se nos nom^ 
braA apoderados contra nuestra expresa voluntad; 
para que en sus Cortes dispongan arbitrariamente de 
Buestfos interese's^ baxo el influxo y la fuerza de nu^ 
e$tro& enemigos. 

-^ Para sofocar- y. anonadar los efectos de nuestra re* 
presentacion^ quando se Tieron obligados a conce-» 
dernosla> nos sometieron a uila tarifa mezqtiiaa j 
diminuta, y sugetaron a la voz pasivade los Ayunta- 
9Hentos^ degradados por el despotismo de los G.oberr* 
nadores, la forma de la eleccion : lo que era un insulto 
a nuestra sencillezy buena fe^ raa^ bien que unacodsi- 
4ieracion a nuestra incontestable importancia politica* 

<' " ■ * '. , ■ ' * . 

: Sordos siempre a los gritos de nuestra Justiciar ban 
procurado los Gobiernos de Espafia, desacreditar ioi 
dos nuestros esfuerzos^ declarando criminales^ y sel- 
lando con la infamia^ el cadia.lso yf la coii^scacion^ 
todas las tentativas> que^ en diversas epocas^ ban be* 
cbo algunos Americanos^ para la felicidad de su pais, 
como lo fue, la qiie ultimamente nos dict6.1a propi^t 
seguridadj para no ser euYueltos en el desordcn, que 
presentiamos^ y conducidos a laiiorrorosa suerte, que 
Tamos ya a apartar de ndsbtros para siempre : con esta 
atroz politica^ ban logrado hacer k nuestrbs hermanos> 
insensibles d iluestras desgracias^ arnia'rlos contra no- 
sott-os^ borrar de ellOs. las dulces knprestbnes de k 
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thq, world, and without any other judges^ than oiif 
own enemieSj we are condenmed to a mournful inr 
commuiucatioa with our brethren ; and, to add con« 
teinpt. to calumny, ^npowered agents are named fe^ 
us, against our own express will, that iu their Cortes 
they may. arbitrarily dispose of our interests, under 
the influence and force of our enemies; 

In order . to crush and suppress the effects of out 
Representation, when they were obliged to grant it to 
us, we were submitted to a paltry and diminutive 
scale ; and the form of election was subjected to th^ 
passive voice of the Municipal Bodies, degraded by 
the despotism of the Governors : which amounted to 
an insult to our plain dealing and good faith, more 
than a consideration of our incontestible political im? 
portance. 

Always deaf to the cries of justice on our part, the 
Governments of Spain have endeavoured to discredit 
all our efforts, by declaring as criminal, and stamping 
with infamy, and rewarding vdth the scaffold and 
confiscation, every attempt, which at different periods 
8om£ Americans have made, for the felicity 'of their 
country : as was that which lately our own security 
dictated to us, that we might not be driven into a state 
of disorder which we foresaw, and hurried to that 
horrid fate which we are about t6 remove for ever 
from before us .By means of such atrocious policy^ 
they have succeeded in making our brethren insensi* 
ble to our misfortunes; in arming them against us; in 
-^ra^ng front their bosoms the sweet impressions of 
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tmistkd, j de la c^nsanguinidad^ y conrertir en ene^ 
migo9j una parte de neustra gran familia. 

Quando nosotros fieles ^ iiuestras promesas^ sacrifi* 
eabamos nuestra seguridad j dignidad civil, por no 
abandonar les derechos que generosamente conserva- 
mos Si Fernando de Borbon^ hemosyisto, que si las re- 
lacidnes de la fuferza que le ligaban con el £Smperador 
delos Franceses^ ha aliadido los yinculos de sangre j 
amistad^ por los que hasta los Gobiernos de Espana, 
lian declarado ja su resolucion^ de no reconocerle sino 
^ondicionalmente. 

En esta dolorosa alternativa hemos permanecido 
ires afios en una indecision y ambigtiedad politica^ tan 
ftinesta y peligrosa^ que el la sola bastaiia a autorizar^ 
la resolucion qu^ la ft de nuestras promesas, y los 
Tinculos de la fraternidad^ nos hahian becbo diferir ; 
jhasta que la necesidad nos ha obligado a ir mas alU 
de^lo que nos propusimos^ impelidos por la conducta 
fcosf}]^ y desnaturalizada de los Gobiernos de EspaSa^ 
qu^ nos ha relevado del juramento condicional^ con 
^U6 hemos side llamados a la augusta representacion 
que exercemos* 

Mas nosotros que nos glonamos de fondar nuestro 
j^oc^eder en mejores pr incipios^ y que no queremos 
«staib(ecef nuestra felicidad sobre la desgracia de 
Imettros semejantea^ miramos> y declaramos como 
amigoi nucstros^ compafleros de nuestra suerte^ y 
participes de nuestra felicidad^ k los que unidos con 
ll^soCros por los Tinculos de la sangre^ la lengua, y la 
feligien^ haii sufrido los mtsmos males ei\ el anterior 
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friendship, of coosaBguijiity ; and coayertiug iato 
enemies a part of our own great family. 

At a time that we^ faithful to our premises^ ware 
tocrificing our security and civil di|piity^ not to aban- 
don the rights which we generously preserved to 
Ferdinand of Bourbon^ we have seen tbat^ to the re- 
lations of for^e which bound him to the Emperor oi 
the |>*rencb^ he has added thi) ties of blood and friendr 
ship; in consequence of wbich^ even the Governments 
of Spain have already declared their resolution onlj 
to acknowledge him conditionally*. 

In this mournful alternative WQ have remained three 
year 8^ in a state of political indecision and ambiguity, 
so fatal and dangerous^ that this alone would suffice 
to authorise the resolution^ which the faith of our 
]((romises and the bonds of fraternity had caused us to 
defer^ till pecessity has obliged us to go beyond what 
we. at first proposed^ impelled by the hostile and un^ 
natural conduct of the Governments of Spain^ which 
have disburdened us of our conditional oath> by which 
circumstance^ we are called to the august represeata* 
tion we now exercise. 

But we^ who glory in grounding our proceedingi| 
on better principles^, and not wishing to establish oup 
felicity on the misfortunes of our fellow-beings^ i^ 
consider and declare as friends^ companions of our 
fetc^ and participators of our felicity, those who^ 
united to us by the ties of blood, language^ and ter 

• He was at oft« time 8tipp6#ed to be married to a relation of 
Qaonaparte. '. - 
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orden; sieippre que reeoaociendo duestra abeolufa Iriw 
dependencia de el, y de todat otra denominacion extrana, 
nos ayuden k sostenerla con su vida, su fortuna y su 
/opinioD, declafandolps . y reconociendolosj (coino a 
todas las demaa Naciones) en guerra eneniigbs, y en 
paz amigos^ hermanos^ y compatriptas*^^ 

£n atencion a todas estas solidas, publican, e ihconr 
tesables razones de politica, que tahto persuaden la 
necesidad de recobrai^ la dignidad natural, qiie el 
orden de los sucesos, nos ha restituido : en uso de los 
impreseriptibles derechos que tienen los Pueb}os, para 
dcstruir todo pacto, conFenio ^ asociacion que no 
ilena los fines para que fue^on instituidos los Gobier- 
«os, creemos que no podemos ni deberiios consepvar 
I09 laz^s qiie nos ligabato al Gobierno de Eepana, 7 
*que comO' todos los Pueblos del muhdo^ estainos 
libres y autorizados, para no depender de otra atitori- 
^bd que la nuestra, y.tomar entre las Pdtencias de la 
Sierra, el p.uesto igual que el SER SUPREMO, y 
|a naturaleza nds asignan, y a que nos 41ama la 
Bucesion de los. acontecimientos humanos, y tiuestro 
propio bien y utflidad. m ^^^ "^ 

Sin embargo de que conocemos las dificnltades que 
/trae consigo, y las obligaciones que nos impbne el 
'^rango que vamos ^ ocupar en el orden politico del 
mundo,. y ja influencia poderosa de las formas y 
babitildes a que hemos estado, a nuesfro pfesar^ 
a€08tumbrados ; tambien conocemos que la vergonzosa 
.^umfsipn a elks, quanda podemos sacudirlas, seria 
mas ignominioso para nosotros, 'y mas funes^Q pa^a 
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Hgion, liave suff^ed tVe saine evils in thelanterie^ 
arder of things, provided tbey ^^cknowledge^^our ab^ 
solute independence of the same, and of' any other 
foreign power whatever ; that they aid us to sustain it 
with their lives, fortune, and sentiments ; declaring 
and acknowledging them (as well as to every other 
pation,) in war enemies, and in peace frienids^ briH 
hers, and co-patriots. 

In consequoice of ibll tfafese solid, public, ^t^diiH 
contestible reasons of policy, which so powerfully 
urge tbe necessity of recovering our natural dignity, 
restored to us by the order of events ; aiid in compU- 
, ance with the imprescriptible rights enjoyed by na- 
tions, to destroy every pact, agreement, or association, 
tt^hich does not answer thie purposes for which govern- 
Ipentu were established ; we believe that we cannot, 
nor ought not, to preserve the bonds which bitiierto 
kfept us united to the Government of Spain; and. that, 
like all the other nations of the woyld,* we are free, 
and authorised not to depend on any other authority 
than our own, and to take amongst the powers of the 
earth the pta^^^frequality wbteh the Supreme Beit^ 
and Nature assign to us, and to which we are called by 
the succession of humaa events, and urged by our own 
good knd utility. 

. Notv^ithstanding we .are aware of the difficulties 
that attend, and the obligations imposed upon us, bj 
the rank we are about to take in the political order of 
. the world ; as well as the powerful influence of forms 
' ^nd tutbitudes, to V|iich unfortunately m^ have been 



Digitized 



byGaogle 



If 

ipiieiira poiteritlad, ^ue nuetim larga y peooia lerri^ 
dnmlNre^ j qua es ya de nuettro hkditpentable deber 
yrOT^r atiuestra conseryacimi^ aeguridad^ y felicidfid^ 
tariattdo €8eiH:ialiiieate todas las formas de lau^i^fa 
anterior constitucioa*. 

Por taato^ ereyeodo con iodas estas ragones 0atui« 
£6eho el respeto que debemds it las opmiwes 44 
genero bumano^ y ^ la dignidad de tasdemas Ni^cionei, 
en euyo tumero yamm k entrar^ y wn cuj^ i^oftu^ 
nieacios y amistad eontamos : nosf^troai l^s J^ieg^rescihy 
tafites de laa ProTiiAciasiiiiidas de VemzmHy pown* 
do por iestigo ,al Ser Supremo de la juaticia ^ immt 
ico proeedeif^ y de la reetitad de miestras intencioiiei | 
iqajl^loraiido sus divmoft y t^lestiales aoxtlios, y ra4t€ff 
eandole^ en el momento en que nacemos a la cUgntdttd^ 
ipiestt pfOYideHcia^ nog rertituye el deteo de viTir, y 
Ittorir librei^ t»eyendo y defendirado la Santa Gatolitt^ 
y Apostolica Rdigion de Jesu-Cbrbto t NoMtroi^ 
piteB a nombre y con la vohintad^ y autorid&d que 
ll^iemos del tirtuoso pueblo de V enezuekt dbdclar^- 
fs%0^ solemfitmente al mnndo;, que ^s|M ProvineiaB 
lomdas^ flony deben ser^ desde hoy ^ liedio j de 
^recho Esti^os libres^ Sober»ios i£ independkffiteB, y 
fopxe eiiftn absueltos de ^ida submision y depeiuleDCU 
de la corona de Espafia^ 6 de los que se dicen^ 6 dixe^ 
fen apoderadbs 5 r^raientantes^ y que como tal Es^r 
tdo Ubre i^ i|id^ei|dientej' iiene un pleoo poder, para 
darse la forma de (Sdinemo^ qm s« eonfoime k h 
Toluntad general de sns pu^loi, declarar lagucmi^ 
liacer b paz^ formar i^iaazaij arfegiar intiAw4ft 
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.diam^fW wbmi83ioa to them, vrhea we c^ ikww 
tbeqi off; would b(Qi sftill more igaominiofis for us, s^ 
niore fat$l ip 4)i|r posterity, thait bur loag and painful 
slavi^y ; and t|iat it uow becomes an inidispeiais^k 
4vty to provide % oUr own presertation^ seeurity^ 
and fidicitj^ by esseKitis^lly TarynD^ all tbe forms <tf 
4mr former Con$titiitic^i. . . 

V |« ^^onsequ^iice whereof, considering'^ by ifaie restr 
/ions tl^us al}fdged> that we have saotisfied the re^qp^ 
wldl^ we owe id the opinions of the )ium$a tmt, anid 
the digmty of other n9ti6ns^ in the niii^iber of wfao^ 
|re ^xe a^out tof eoter, * add on whose communieatiMi 
wd jfrienidabip we riely : We, the R^i^^tentatiTesl of' 
the United Proirii^^e^ of Yenexuela, calling on ^ 
J8UP|IEME 9)S|N6 to witness tiiejufti4^ei)f tfwp 
^proc^^ngs jand the rectitude of ouir intentions; d|» 
Iffiplore his diyiiie and celeptial help; wd niffyia^ 
«t ^he moment m whipb we ar^ j|;or^ to th^ djgw^ 
which hi^ ProYidence restores, to us^ the deare- w|5 
^"ie oi living ^nd dyi^ fr^e^ and of b^E^ieyiii^ a|id 
diifffldi^ thp ^o^y Catholic and ^pp^olic ]S.eligioii 
.ftf ^suiS Christ* We, therc^pfje, in the paoQie and 
^ ^ ^ill imd aii^ority wbich we hold .ftom th^ 
^irtfipns Peqile of Veneeuela, PQ d^we solenudj 
t» th^'FC^ldi. th«t itp quitted Prpyin^Q? are, i^nd ougbt 
to tee, fi^m this dfiiy^ by act *ftj,ri|^, Free^ Soy€I* 
ieigo, aiid lodepeAd^nt States < and ^ftt tMy artf 
jh<o»fap»d fwno eirc^y submis^apa «|itd df^.e»^w<^ W 
ihe Th^Qjie /)f gf«iip, er .c» tho« ^t)K^ dp> «r mf *<** 
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comer cio^ limitfe y navcgaciori^ hacer y exedutar todb^ 
los deibas actos qfie hacen y executan las Naciones 
Hbres^ e indepiendiente^. Y para hacer talida, firm'e 
y subsistente'esta nuestra solemncf declaracion^ damos 
ycmpefi^imos mutuamente Unas Provincias Sotras, 
fifieatras vidas^ ntteslras fortunas^ y el sagrado dc 
Huestro hottor nacional. Dada en fel Palacio l^'ederal 
y de Caracas, firmada de nuestra niano,* sellada 
ton el gran sello Pjrovisional de la confe'deracion^ 
refrendada por d Secretafio* iiel Congt^so,- & cinco 
dihi del mes de Julia del ano de mil ocfiocientos once, 
el , primero de nueslra independencia, — Por la 
Prdvincia de Caracas. ^^ — ^Ysidoro* Antonio Lopez 
Mendez, Uiputado de la Ciiidad de Caracas. — Juan 
German Roscio, por el partido de la Villa de Cala- 
bo2o. — Felipe Fermin Paul, por el partido de San 
Sebastian. — Francisco Xavier Uztariz, por el partido 
de San Sebastian — Nicolas de Castro, Diputado de 
Caracas.— Juan Antonio Rodriguez Doininguei, 
Prfesidferite, Diputado de Nutrias en Barinas. — Luis 
Ygnacio Mcndoza, Vice Presridente, Diputado de 
Obispos en Barinas.— Fernando de Peflalver, Dipu- 
tado de Valencia.— Ga*briel Perez de Pagola, Dipu- 
tado de Ospino. — Salt-aidor Delgado, Diputado 
dc Nirgua. — El Marques* del Toro, DiputUdo de la 
C^udad del Tocuyo.-*-Jftan Antonih^ Dia2i* Argotc/ 
Diputado de la Vilkt* de Cura.-*-Gabriel* de Poute, 
Diputado de Caracals.*^ Juan Josg Maya, Diputado 
de San Felipe.-^Luis Jos€ de Cazorla, Diputado de 
Valeneia.-^Dr. Josl€ Vicente Un4a^ Diputado dc 
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t}\emselv€;s its Agents and Representatirai ; and tha$ 
a free and independent State^ thus constituted^ has 
full power to take that form of GoTernment which 
majr be conformable to the general will of the People * 
to declare M^ar^ make peace^ form alliances, regulate 
treaties of commerce^ limits^ and navigation ; and to 
4o^ and transact evfvy act, in like manner as other free 
and independent States. And that this^ our solemn 
]>eelaration^ maj be held yalid> firm, and durable^ 
we hereby mutually bind each Province to the other^ 
and pledge our lives^ fortunes^ and the sacred tie of 
our national honour. Done in the Federal Palace of 
Caracas ; signed ky our own hands^, sealed with the 
great Provisional Seal of the Confederatioi;i, ^^^ 
couptersigned by the Secretary of Congress^ this 5th 
day.of July, 1811, the first pf our Independeaice. — ^For 
the Province pf Caracas, Isidoro Antonio Lopez Men«- 
dez, , Deputy of the City of Caracas. — Juan German 
Roscio, for the district of the. Town of Calabozo,— 
Felipe Fetmin Paul, for the district of San Sebastiw* . 
— Francisco Xavier Uzt^riz, for the district of Satt 
Set^^stiaa.r— Nicolas De Castro, Deputy for Caracas. 
-^Juan Antonio Rodriguez Dominguez, President,.' 
and Deputy for Niutrids in Barinas.— Luis Ignacio 
MendQZ4> Vice-Presidentjs Deputy of Obispos in Ba-' 
rin^s.— :-jP«r.nan4i» de Pefialver, Deputy for Valencia. 
—Gabriel Perez deJ?agola^ Depu^ of Ospino.— Sal-» 
vador Delgado, Deputy for Nirgu^,-i-The Ma^quii 
del Toro, Deputy for the City o^f Toeuyo.— Juan An- 
tonio Dias Argote, Deputy for the Town of Cura.— 
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Ariuffe. — FctnaJidtt Teto, Diputado de Garacas.— ** 
l*!artin 'Tdtai* Potttfe, Diptltado de San Sebastita.— » 
Jukn T6t0, 't^ip\itdA6 dfe VAlettcia. — ^Jos^ Angel de^^ 
Alamd/ Di putadb de Bar4uisimeld.— Franckce^ Helr- 
hMi^, D^titadd de S^n Cfnrltis.-^Lkto de €lemente> 
iKj^utadd Sfe Caracas.— ^Pferfe Prdvincia de Cuttiani, 
Francisco Xatiet de Mayifc, Diputado de la GapibsH/ 
•-^Jos^.Glferielde Alcali, Dipntado de idein>— tJut* 
fierAiud4fi5j Diputado del Star. — Mariaiio de la ,Cota> 
iMptrtW^ del Nbrte.-^Por la de BkrciEflona^— Francisce 
Miira^id^^ i)ipiitado del Pao.«^Franfcfeed Folicarpo 
Ortii, DipAtado^e gan Kego.— iPar la de Baruiacr. 
*— J^uaA Niftpdnii^eetao de Q^ktana^ Dipntadd de 
Acftidguas. — Ygna^io Fernatade;, Diputado de b 
Capttal de Barinai^. — Vgtiacio Ritfno3lBriceBo> repi** 
ftentflkte de iPedra^ea. — Jw6 de Sata y Bu9sy> j^pn-* 
tadd de San J^ernando de Apure.^ — Josi Luis C4bfeMi> 
IMputado de OtialnaTito.--^Ramcm Ygnacio Mendte> 
iDijpdfiKdo de 6rtmiMtiatito. — Manual l%laeio> Bipii^ 
Itado de Mija^nal.^-^Poir la de Margar^.^— -Manual 
Placido Maneym. — Por la de Merida--^AiitiMii6^ 
!Nix:^holas Bricefio^ Dijpatado de Merida.— <*Man«iel 
Vicente de Maya^ D^utado de la 6nta.--*Po€,la de 
IjSruxilio. Jua» PaHd Pacbeco -^ la JYitta de 

A^^agu^ Proirincia* di Barcetoi^.— ^os# Maria Ra« 
mirez. Rdrendadof Haf tin sello^ Ftateciwali- 
fiardy^ Secfetatio, -* 
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Oabrid de Ponte, Deputy for Caracafcu — Juan Joze 
Maya, JQ^juty pf S^ felipp.— Ims Joz,fe 4f f!azor- 
Ja, Dep.uty of Valencia.— Dr. Jozd Vicente Unda^ 
Depotj of (Juanare.— Francisco Xavicr Yane^, De- 
puty of Araure. — Fernando Toro, Deputy of Caracas. 
^•—Martin Tovar Ponte, Deputy of San Sebastian.— 
Jxtaa^XoFd, Deputy of ValeiieiR.— JowS Angel de 
Alamo, Deputy for Barq^isimeto. — Francisco Her« 
tfandez. Deputy for San Carlos. — Lino De*Clem^ito^ 
Deputy of Cf^ra^93.-T — --Fpr the ^TQWVfX^^ot Cuma- 
xia — Francisco Xavie;* 4® MJ^^yz^ D^pyjty for the 
^Capital.— Joz^ Gabriel 4^ Alcal^L, I^epiity for ditto« 
<i-^uan Bermudez, Deputy for the South. — Mariano 
de la Goya, Deputy for the North —-For Barcelona-r- 
Francisco Miranda, Deputy of Pao.— FranciscQ-.Po- 
licarpo Ortiz^ D^uty for San Diego. — For Barinas— 
Juan Nepomuceno de Quintana, Deputy for Acha- 
guas. — Ignacio Fernandez, Deputy for the Capital of 
Bajrinas.— Ignacio Ramon Bricefto, Representative 
of Pedraza.— Joz^ de'Sata y Bjussy, Deputy for Saa 
Fernando de Apurc— Joz.€ Luis^ Cabrera, Deputy for 
Criianarito. — Ramon Ignacio Mendez, Deputy for 
Guasdualito. — Maauel Palacio, Deputy for Mija- 
gual-r— For Margarita— IVfauuel Placido Maneyrb.— 
. For Merida. — Antonio Nicolas J^rieetio, Deputy for 
Merida. — Maai^l Vkente de ji€aya> Deputy for La 
Grita— rFor Truxillo .Juair PaVlo Pacheco — For the 
Town of Aragua, in the Province of Barcelona.— 
Joz€ Maria Ramhrez. (Seal.) Legalised. — Fran^ 
Cisco l9nardy^ Secretary. 
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Decreto del Supremo Poder Executivo. 

Paiacio Federal de Caracas y 8 de Julio /fe 1 81 1 • 

Por la ConfedjBracion de Venezuela, d Poder 
Ex^cuiiyo ordena que la Acta antecedente sea Piibli* 
cada^ Executada, y Autorizada con el Sello del 
Estado y Copfederacion. 

CRISTpVAL DE MENDOZA, Presidente en tur^o. 
JUAN DE ESCALONA. 
BALTAZAE PADRON. ' 

MIGUEL JOSE SK^Zy' Secretario d^Esiad^. 
CARLOS MACHADp, ChancillerMaifor. 
JOSE TOM AS S ANT ANA 5 Secretariode Decr€toru 
JfuielSel^. 
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Decree of the Supreme Executive Power. 



Federal Palace of Caracas, July 8, 1811. 

For the Conf^eration of Venezuela,the Executive 
Power jor^aiaat, that the antecedent Act be published^ 
executed/ ^od authorised by the Seal of the State and 
Confederation- 

CJHRISTOVAL DE ME^DQZA, President. 
V' ' JUAN DE ESCALONA, 
BALTAZUR PADRON, 
MIGUEL JOSE SANZ, Secretary ofSiaie, 
<!:ARL0S MACHADO, Chancellor, 
JOZE mOMAS SA.NTA.T:iAj Secretarifcf Decreet. 

(L.S,) 
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ARTICULOS, 

. C0MPBEHEMDID08 £N LA 

/ ••'•■■■ '. ' '■ ^ 

J}eclaracion de la Sesion Xiegistativn 
PbPdb JULIO, DilSli, 

SANCiONADA Y PUBLICADA.' 



Art. XXV, 

TPODOS los eijLtrangeros de qualquiera, pacioQ| 
seraa recibidos en la Proyincia de Caracas, 

XXVI. / 

LAS personas y lad propiedadesdelos extrangerosf;^ 
^ozaraa de la misma se^iitid^d que las de los deraas 
eiudadano3> con tal que reconozcaa la Soberania e 
independencia^ y reepeteti la Religion Catholica^ 
^nica en estc pais. , 

XXVIt 

LOS extrangeros que rdlsidan en la Provincia de 
Caracas^ habiendose natiiralizado^ y siendo piopie^ 
tarios gozair#n de todoHili^s derechos de ciudadanos* 
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ARTICLES 

Ji • 

Jfeeilaration <^ l^eLegislativeSeseum^ 

Of the UU JULY, 1511. 
SANCTIONED AND FUBLI8fiEJ>. 



AttT XXV. 



ALL foreigners H^f whatever naiiop^ IjdU he |r«e€iT««* 
^ in the province of Caracds, 

XXTL 

THE persons and properties of Ibreigyi^^ ^h^l «ii^ 
joy the same jsecurit^ ms those of the o&Hdx, eittseiBfl^ 
provided they acknowledge the Sovereignty :a«[dtiid0T> 
pendence^ and respect th^ catholic religiiMi:^ the exAf^ 
pne in thi? country, ' . ^ 

xxvrt. 

THE foreingers who reside in the province of Ca- 
racas, heing naturalized^ and having the necessarjr 
property shall enjoy all the rights of citizefti*^ 

\ 
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ADVERTENCJA. 

Xi A imnensidad de terrenos que hay en la Proviacia 
de C!aracas^ la abuadancia de agiias pereqnes que los 
fe^lizan : la diversidad de frutoa y su preciosidad;, 
ofrecen |il hon^re laborioso las mas graades utjlidades 
ed la agricultura. La situacion geografica de una 
grande extension de costas al frente de las Antillas y 
demas Islas^ y el gran consumo de los Estados de 
Venezuela^ confederados con los de Cundinamarc|t b 
Santa F6^ franquean y facilitan su comercio^ hacien- 
dole el mas yentajoso del Universo. El caracter da 
los habitantes inclinados a la paz : la suavidad de su9 
eostumbres :' la urbamdad^de su trato : el afectp que 
profesan a los extrangeros : y ultimamente labesigni- 
dd,d del clim^^ y una perpetua primavera, convidiin 
al hombre a fixarse en la Provincia de Caracas como 
agricultor^ artesano 6 comerciante. El Gobierno 
interesado en proteger a todos, dara tierras al que, 
quiera cultivarlas^ y asegurara en sus respectiyas pro- 
&8ione8 & los qu^ se dediquen al comercip^ a lain- 
dusitria y a las artes. Solo perseguiri y expulsara k 
Ips genios turbulentos y ociosos que ponen su copato 
en turbar la tranquilidad y sosiego de los que trabajan 
y yiven ocupados. El hombfe laborioso y pacifico^ 
obtiene en Venezuela toda la proteccion del Gobierno^ 
y la estimacion del Pueblo, 
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OBSERVATION. 

THE immense quantity of lands in the province of 
Caraca9^ the abundance of perpetual streams which 
fertilize them ; the diversity of productions and theit 
richness^ offer to tne industrious man the greatest ad- 
vantages iijji agriculture. The gepgraphical situation of 
a great extent of coast opposite the Antilles and othe^ 
Islands^ the great consumption of the States, of Vener 
zuela^ confederated with tbos^ of Cundin^msurpa Of 
Saotta-Fe^ open and facilitate a commerce the most 
advantageous in the universe. The peaceable charac- 
ter of the inhabitants ; the mildness of their behaviour^ 
the regard' they ?hew to foreigi^ers ; and lastly the 
mildness of the climate^ it being a perpetual springs 
invite persons to settle in the province of Caracas^ 
as cultivators^ artisans or merchants. The Goverur 
ment interested in protecting all, will give lands tQ 
^ny person who may wish to cultivate them: and 
5vill secure, in their respective professions, all those 
who dedicate themselves ta commerce, industry and 
the arts ; it will alone prosecute and expel the turbu- 
lent and the idle, who apply themselves to disturb^ 
ing the tranquility and peace of those who live oc-^ 
cupied. The industrious and peaceable man will 
enjoy in Venezuela the protection of government and 

^e estimation of the peopl*., 
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Ademas se advierte que an&qtpe el comercio de 
n MgMO k etkk pr^hida en Venezuela^ no comprehende 
la profaibicion ^ los extrangeros que vengan con sus 
jesclavos a establecerse con ellos^ precisamente des* 
Iroadog it la agricultural 6 dedicadofl it algun arte 6 
profesaipn util j yentajosa al Eatado. 

Miguel 9Fose Sanz, . 

Sec", pe Estado. 



I 
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And it is sl^cf to be observed that notwitfaiBfandinj^ 
the impartation of negroes is prohibited in Venezuela^ 
this does not incltide the foreigners who may come 
ifrith their slaves^ to make agricultural establish* 
ments^ or to pursue any art or profession useful and 
advantageous to the state. 

Michael Jfoeeph Sanz^ 

&£cy. OF State^ 
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MAJVIFIESTQ 

qVM HACE AL MUNlSO. 

Lji CONPEDERJCION DE FENEZUELJ, 

EN LA AMERICA MERIDIONAL, 

De las razones en que ha fundado su Absoluta In- 
dependencia de la Espana, y de qualquiera otra 
denominacion extrangera^ 

FormadOy 1/ mmiSado publicar jxrr'acneifdo del Con- 
greso General de ^us Provincias- Unida9 

Nunc quid agenum. sit considerate 



LA America condenada por mas de tres siglos a 
no tener otra existencia que la de servir aiaumentar 
* la preponderahcia politica de la !^spana^ sin la menor 
influencia ni p^rticipacion en su grandeza^, hubiera 
llegado per el orden de unos sucesos en qiie no ha 
tenido^ofra parte que el sufrimiento, a ser el garante 
y la victima del aes6rden, corrupcion y conquista 
qiie ha desorganizado a la nacion conquistadora^ si 
el instioto de la prppia seguridad no hubiese dictado 
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MANIFEST 

MAD£ TO THE WORLD BY THE 

CONFEDERATION OF VENEZUELA, 

IN SOUTH AMERICA, 

Of the reasons on which she has founded her Abso^ 
lute Independence of Spain^ and of every other 
Foreign Power whatever. 

Done and ordered to ie Published hy ih^ General 
Congress of the United Provinces. 

Nunc quid sit agendum considerate 



SPANISH America^ condemned for more than three 
centuries^ Ito Ihave no other existence than to serve to 
increase the political preponderance of Spain^ with- 
out the least influence or participation in her great- 
ness ; would eventually have arrived by <he order of 
events^ in which she has had no other part than suf- 
ferance^ to be the sure sacrifice and victim of that 
same disorder^ corruption^ and conquest^ which have 
disorganized the nation that first conquered her; if 
the instinct of self-security had not dictated to the 
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,4 ios Americanos^ que habia llegado el mtfmetifd Ae 
obrar^ para coger el fruto de trescientos anfos de in-* 
accton> y de paeiencia « 

Si el descubrimieiito del nuero mundo fue udo 
de Ios acQiiteeiinientas mas interesanfes a la especie 
humana, na to sera meiios la regeBeracion de este 
mismo mimdo d^radado desde ent^nces por la opre^ 
»O0 y la serridumbre. La America Icraotavdose 
del px)Ivo y las eadenas^ y sin pasar por km grada^iooes 
politicas de las NacioBCs, ya a cdnqiiistar por su 
tumo al aiitiguo mundo^ sin invindarlo> *esrclavizarlo> 
ni etubrutecerlo. La rerolueibH mas util al gfoero^ 
Itumano, sera la de la Am^ric^if, quando eoastitui^a y 
gobernada por si misma^ .9^a les bra^os para riscM^ir 
a Ios pueblos de la Europa^ hollados po^ la politica, 
tihuyenfadoa j)or lu giierray y aeosados por el furor 
de todas las pasione^; sedientos ent6uces de paz y de 
tranquilidad^ atrayesari^ el oceano Ios habHantes del 
otro hemisferio, sin la ferocidad ni la perfidia de Ios 
heroes del siglo 16 : como amigos, y no como tiranos : 
como menesterososy y no como seSoies': bo para 
destruir^ sino para edificarr no como^tigres, sino 
como hombres que horrorizados de nu^ras antiguat 
desgracias> y ensefiados con las stiyas^ no conYertiran 
«U razon en un instinto male£co, ni qruerxan qu0 
' nuestros anales sean ya Ios anales de Jjl ^angre y Ja 
pery^sidad^ Entonces la nayeiptcioD^ la gepgrnfiay 
la astranoima^ la indastriay el comeurjcio^ ^erfeeciona^ 
^os por el despubrimento de la Am^rioa^ |bara su mal^ 
se^eoayerlirJuafenolrostantosjQoiedi^sdeitcekrar^ coi^^ 
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Americans^ thai the moment of acting had arrived^ 
and that it was time to reap the fruits of three 
hundred years of inaction and patieace. 

If the discover^' of the new world was one of the 
most interesting occurrences to the huipan ^ace^ no 
less so will be the regeneration of this same worlds 
degraded from that period by oppression ^nd ^ervj- 
tudej. America^ raising herself from the dust> and 
freed of her cliains^ jet without passing through the 
political gpradations p( other nations^ will^ in her 
tnrn^ triumph over the old worlds without inundating 
it in bloody without enslaving or brutifying it. A 
revolution the most useful to thie human race, will be 
that of America, when constituted and governed by. 
her own self, she shall open her arms to repeiye the 
people of Europe; those who are trampled upon by 
policy, fleeing from the ills of war, and persecuted by 
the fury of the passions. In search of pence and tra^- 
qulllity, the inhabitants of the otlier hemisphere, will 
then cross the ocean, not with the perfidy pf the he^ 
roes of tj^e l$th century ; but, as friends^ and not ^s 
tft^ants ;' as men in need, not as lords ; not to destroy^ 
but to build ; not as tygers, but as men, who hor- 
ror-struck with our former misfortunes, and ^e^f- 
tanght by their own, will not convert their reason . 
iatp a malignant spirit, nor wi^h that op^r apnfils be 
aj^in those of blood, and wretchedness. Then shall 
navigation, geography, astronomy, industry, apd 
trade, perfected by the discovery of ^merici^, though 
ruinous to her, be converted into so many means to. 

JD 
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ffolidar^ y perfeccionar la felicida4 de ambos^ mmi-* 

^ No 68 este un sueno agradable^ 8106 un homenage 

que hace la razoo i la Provideucia. Eserito est^ba 

en sirs inefables designios que no debia gemir li^ 

mitad de la especie hiimana baito la tirapi^ de la otrH 

mitad^ ni Ijiabia de llegar el dia del ultimo juicio, siii 

que una parte de sus cria|;ura$ gozase de todos sua 

derecfaos. Todo preparal)a cata epojca de felicidad y 

4ie consuelo. En Europa^ el cboque y la fermenta^cioii 

de las 'opiiiiones^ el trastornp y desprecio de las leyes, 

}a profanacion de los derephos que ligabap: el Estado^ 

el iuxo de las Cortes, la miseria de los .campos, el 

abandono de los talleres, el triunfp del vicio, yla 

^presion de la yirtud : en Am^rjeaj el aumento de la 

poblacion^ las necessidades creadas fueia de ella, cj 

desarollo de la Agricultura en un suelo nuevo y yigo-r 

Toso^ el gjSrmen de la industrla baxo un clibia b^a^fi* 

eo^ los elementqs de las ciencjas en una prgapazion 

privilegiada^ la disppsicion para un comercio rica y 

prospero, y la robustez de una adolescancia politica^ 

todp> todo aceleraba los progresos. del mal en ini,. 

mundo, y I09 progre?03 de| bien en e| ptrp. 

Tal er^ la ventajosa alternativa que ^a America es- 
clava presentaba al traves del oc^ano 4 c^u Senbra js^ 
Iplspafia^ quando agoviada por el peso de. tpdos los 
males^ y minada pof todos Ipg princip^os destructpres 
de las soeiedades^ le pedia que la quitase las cadepas 
para poder volar k su sooorro. Triunfaron, por des- 
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mceelpx$de, (C0M(4idat^ and perfect the feHcity of 
both worl4f . 

, This is not % ^Uttis^drenm hut un homag^^ made 
by reaflon4# J»rpwdeDce. It was Mrrittea in hexineff- 
«ble des^m^ HxdA one half of the ^man ? ^^ce dioiUd 
notgroan under the tj^raun^of tlie^ther>nor eoulA it be 
supposed that the great fiat of the world's di^okitioii^ 
icould arrive before one part of its creatures had ear 
Joyed all their inherent rights. Every thing a^ been 
leng pr^pariqg for this epoch of felicity and consojia* 
tion. In Europe^ the shock and fermentation of 
opinions^ the inversion and contempt of the laws^ thu 
profanation of the bonds ^at hold together states^ 
ithe luxury of courts^ the steriUty. of the fields^ the 
ce^satjlon of i^du^try^ the trrumph of vice, and tJi0 
oppression of virtue ; whilst jn America^ the increasia 
^pfipulation^ of foragnwfMni^depend^fit onher> the 
jjevelopiaient of agriculture in a new afid vigoroiia 
^V ^ ^F™ of industry pnder a beneficent dime^ 
ihe dements of sicience u^er ^ priviledged a^rganiii^ 
atioi^ the. means of arid] and prosperous trade/ and 
ihe robustness of a political adelescenoe^ all^ all ac^* 
^Ic^ttted the progress of eyiiinoneworldj andthfl 
of good in the other. 

Such was the advantageous alternative^ that enslave 
ed America presented on the oilier side the ocean^ to 
ber mistress Spain^ when casts down by the weight of 
every evil, and Imdermined by every destructiTO 
principle of society^ she caUed upon her to ease hi^ 
of her chains^ that she might fly to her succour- iJp- 
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gracia/ 1^ preocupationes: el genio del mal j del 
de86rden se apoder6 de los gobierBOs : el orgalto re- 
sentido occup6 el lugar del c&lculo y de la prudencia: 
la ambicion triunf6 de la liberalidad : j substituyen- 
do el dolo y la perifidia a la generosidad y la buena fe^ 
9e YoWieron contra nosotros las armas de que usaipos/ 
quando tmpelidos de nuestra fidelidad y sencilleZj 
enseiiainos a la Espaiia el caminod6 resistir y triunfar 
de sus enemigos/baxo las banderas de un R^y presun^ 
tivo, inhabil para rejuar, y sin otros derecho's qtie sus 
^esgracias y la generosa compasion de sus pueblos. 

Venezuela fue la primcra que juro a la Espaiia Ids 
auxiiios generosos qoe ^lla creiahomenage necesario : 
Veneziida ifu6 la priniera que derramo en su afflic- 
cion el balsamo eonsolador tie la amistad y la fra«. 
ternidad sobre sus heridas : Venezuela fu€ la primera 
que conocio los des6rdenes que amenazaban la destruc* 
cipn de la Espaiia; fue la priniera que prQyey6 a su 
prdpia conservacion; sin romper los vinculos que la 
li^ban c6n ella: /Ai€ la primera que 8intr6 los 
efectos ,de au ambiciosa ingratitud: fd€ la pri*' 
laera hostilizada por sus hermanos; y ya a ser la 
{Hrimera que recobre su independencia y dignidad civil 
en el nuevo miiiido. Para jostificar esta medida de 
ni^cesidad y de Justiciar cree de su deber presentar al 
XJniyerso las razones que se la ban dictado^ para no 
eomprdmeter su decoro y sus principios^ quando ya & 
ocupar el alto rango que la Proyidencia le restituye.^ 
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fbriuttftiely/ prejudice triumphed; the genius of eVil 
aud of disorder seized on the governments ; goaded 
pride usurped the sestt-df coo^ prudence^ ftmbition: 
triupiphed over liberality^ and substituting deceit 
and perfidy, for generosity and good faith/ they 
turned against us those very ^rms which we ourselves 
used at the time,- ^h^ impelled by our fidelity and 
plain dealing, we taught Spain herself the wayof re^ 
^sting her enemies, under the banners, of a presumtiye 
king, unfit to reign, and without other titles than the 
generous coinpassion of the people, and his own' mis- 
fortunes; 

. Venezuela wa;s th§ first to pledge to Spaia^ the 
generous aid which she considered as a nete^sary 
boiQfge: Venezuela tras the first iu her affliction, to 
pour the aonsoling balm of friendship and fraternity^ 
into her wounds : Venezuela was the first to know 
the disorders that threatened the destruction of Spdn : 
she was the first to provide for her own safety, with* 
oi|t -breaking the bonds that held her to the mother 
coi}utry : the fiirst to perceive the effects of her. am-^. 
bitiousjngratitudje : she was the first on whom war 
wa^inade by her brethren :; and she is the first to re-* 
coyer her independence and civil dignity in the new 
worjld.^ In order to justify this measure of necessity 
and justice^ she considers it a duty incumbent onher^ 
to Jpresent to /^leumyerse, the reasons which have 
urged her to the saime, that her lionour and princi:^^ 
|)les may not be doubted or endangered, when she, 
conges to fill the high rank which providence restorei 
to hen 
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Q'uantds^ sepan; nuesf ra resolucioB, saberi femMeif 
qual ha sido nuestra suerte aates del trastorao (Jue di- 
solHo mies<TOs pacl^os con la Espafla, au«^ qu^^cr 
ellos kubfesen ado legitiraos y ^quitativos. Super i 
jiuote& preseitar a la Enropa iaiparcial, las deftgi'a^ 
eias; y vexacioJles que ella misma hi hwnentado quan^ 
di^ na iK>s erab permilido i nosotrok hacerio*. tti* h^ 
tampoeo para que inculcarle la inju«*icra die nuestri? 
Aependeneia y degradacion quando todas las iiaGi<Mes^ 
ksA ittirada como un insulto 4 la eiquidad pdlitica, cE 
que la Espafia despoblada, corrompida y suirorgida^ 
en la inaccion y la pereza por un gobierno ^Jesp6tico^ 
fubiese usurpaddi& exclusivameilte d la indiirtria y &,c- 
Mvldad del Continente, los preciosos € iacahJUlablw 
i^ecnr^s de nil niund<) constituido en el ffeudo y raono^ 
polio de una pequefla porcion del otro. 

Los intereses de la^ Eiiropa nopueden estar eii ccm^ 
trdposicion Con Ik libertad de la quatta parte del 
mundo que se des<:ubre ahora ar la felicidad de Itts* 
otras fres ; solo una j^eniusula Meridional pucde ppo-' 
flef los intereses de su Gobierno a los de su n^eion> 
parb amotinar el antigtio heiriisfetio contri el nueVo^ 
ya que se vfe en la impotericia de oprimirlapor^marf 
ll^mjjd. Colitra estbs conatos, mas ftincsfbs a nues* 
tpo dfetoik) que a nuestra prospcridad, es^ qite tamos ^' 
dj^otier las' ra^sohes qne desde el 15 de Jillio de 1808^ 
hian arrancado de nosoti'os las resoluciones del 19 dc 
Abrii de ISW, y 5 dfe JMio de 1811, tuyaS ttes igptt^^ 
eai^fbi'marftn el ptiitier periodo delos &stor4e Vene- 
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All liose who are aware of our resolution^ lik;ewide 
know^ what has been our fate previous to the late in- 
version of things^ which alone dissolved our engage- 
ments with Spain^ even granted that these were legal 
^nd Equitable It were superfluous to present a fresh 
.to impat:tial Europe^ the misfortunes and vexations 
she herself has so often lamented, at a time that we 
<^urseives wei^iiot allowed to do so; neither is it . 
necessary to aver the injustice of our dependance and 
degradation^ when every nation has viewed as an in- 
sult to political equity, that Spain^ unpeopled^ cor- 
tV^teA\ and sunk in a state of inaction and sloth by 
ia despotic government, should have exclusively usui^- 
ed from the industry and activity of the rest of the 
continent^ the precious and incalculable resources of 
li world, constituted in the fief and monopoly of ^ 
ismall portion of the other 

The interest of Europe cannot clash with the liberty 
of a quarter of the globe, that now shews itself to the 
felicity of the other three; none but a South Penisula 
can oppose tlie interests of its government, to those 
of its nation, in order to raise the old hemisphere 
against the new one, now that the impossibility of op- 
pressing it any longer, is discovered. In opposition 
to these endeavours, more fatal to our reputation than 
to pur prosperity, it is, that we are about to display 
the reasons, which from the 15th July 1808, have 
Wrestied from us the resolutions of the 19th of April, 
1S16, and of the 5th July 1811; which three epochs 
y^iW fofm the first period of the glories of regienerated 
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zuela.cegen^rada^ qunndo el buril imparcial de )a 
iiisioria traze las primerasJineas dela existencia po* 
litica de la America del Sur, , ^ 

] Ksparcidas en nuestros manifiestos y nucstros pa-, 
peles publicos cqisi todas las razones denuestra resor 
lucion^ todos nuestros. designios, y todos lew jqstos y 
decoro30s medios que hemos empleado paru realizar- 
tos^ parecia que debia bastar la comparacion exaeta 
6 imparcial dc nuestra conducta con la de los gobier- 
nos de Espana.en estos ullimos tiernpos ; para justi7 
ficar, no solo_ nuestra moderacion^ no solo nues- 
tras medidas de seguridad^ no solo nujestra inde- 
pendencia^ .sio6 hasta la declaracion de una ene- 
mistad irreconciliable con los que directa^ 6 indi- 
rectamentc^ hubiesen contribuido al desnaturalizadc^ 
sistema adoptado contra nosotros. Nada tendria*^ 
tnos, k la verdad^ que hacer^ si la buena fe fuese 
el mpvil del pajrtido. de la opresion contra la li- 
bet'tad ; pero por ultimo analisis de nuestras des^ 
gracias, ho podeino9 salir de la condicign desiervos^ 
sin pasar por la calumniosa nota de ingratos^ .re« 
beldes y desagradecidos. Oigan^ pues^ y juzguen 
los qu6 no bajan. tenido parte en nuestras desgra^ 
cias^ ni quieran tenerla ahora en nuestras di^ui- 
tas^ para aumentar la parcialidad de nuestros enemi- 
gds ; y no pierdan de vista el acta solemne de nuestra 
justa^ necesaria y modesta emancipacion. 

Caracas stipo las escandalosas escenas del Escorial 
y Aranjuez^ quando ya presentia quales erian sus de- 
rechos^ y el estado ed que los ponian aquellos grandes 
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Venezuehj when the impartial pen of history sha^I re- . 
cord the first lines of the political existence of South 
America. 

Testified asi Ver e in our minifests and puhlio pa- 
pers^ almost all the reasons that influenced eur 
resolution as well as our designs; and all the just 
and decorous means which we haye employed to re-n 
alize them ; it might be supposed^ that the exact and 
impartial comparison of our conduct with that of the 
governments of Spain^ in these latter times^ would of 
itself suffice to justify not only our mo^ralion^ not 
only our measures of security, not only our indepeen^ 
dence, but even also the declaration of an irreconcil*' 
able enmity ajrainst those who directly^ or indirectly; 
have contributed to the unnatural system now adopt- 
ed against us. Nothing in truth should* we have to 
doj if good faith had been the spring of action, used 
by the party of oppression agaikist liberty ; but as the 
last unalysis of our misfortunes/ we cannot extricate 
ourselves from the condition of slaves, without being 
branded wkh the calumny of bdi^ ingrates, rebels, 
and unthankful. Let those therefore listen and judge 
us, who have no part in our misfortunes, and who 
are now desirous of having none in our disputes, ia 
order not to augment the prejudices of our enemies ; 
and let them not lose sight of the solemn act of our 
just, necessary, and modest emancipation. 

Caracas learnt the scandalous scenes that passed in 
El Escurial and Aranjuez, at a time that she already;, 
perceived what were her rights, and the state in whidi 
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Mtoems; pero el habifo de 6ikiecei per iina parte^ li 
apatia^ que inftinde el despotisino por otia> y la fide^ 
lidad y buena fe por* ultimo^ fueron superiores a todta 
eombinacidn por el momenito ; y ni atin d^spues que 
pfesenitadi^d en esta Gapi^al los de^pdchosl del Lugar^ 
teoiente Muraf^ vaeitirron lai^ iutbridades ^obf e su* 
aceptax^ioRvni fii^ cft^astef Pueblo d6 Car dcas de pensai^ 
cai otra cosa que enscr ficl> consequents y ^eneroscr, 
md preveer Ids raates^ a qtte fba k cxponerlo ertjt noble 
y bizarra conducta. Sin dtro c&lculo que el honor, 
ij^iis6^e]|ez^uela i^^guir Va, voz de los mismos Pr6- 
ceres i^Egp^M^ quarido' los^ unoirf apoyando las 6r- 
d^c^es del liH^ar-tentenle deP Reyiio, extg!an de noso- 
trofe d reconocimiento' del nuevo Rey; y los otrod, 
dedairando y publicandb^ qtii^ h,' Eispaila babia (kqp6^ 
xado aexistir de nUeVadesde d al)andono de sus aiif'' 
foxidades;^desde lascesids^s^de Ic^Bq^^ 6 iiUll^- 
^ixioii db otra dindstk^ recobrab&irsu dbsoluta in- 
d^p^kdencift y libettad., y dlEiban este exempio II las 
Anf^oas^j^u^ que elicit recupei^asen los misnit)s de- 
T^hdr qvtei alii se* prbdamabattj* xrfasf hifego qtte 
d {iciinier paso que ditiios^^ nueslVd: segtiridad^ adPviif- 
ij^w la Junta jCentral^qMi bAfia eh nosotros algo'mftii 
^pe liabitosy ^^upaciones^ se erli|)ez6 ftvajEiai' el 
l^Ugliage de la liberalidad y la fi^anqueza : adopts la 

^ Varies impresos qtie sdlieroU ^ el piliner impettt de 1» reVo,., 
^ucioo de Espana. £1 Coade de FlorldabUoca contextand^ ]^r 
hr Jdata Centrsil al Consejo de CastilU, Maiufiesto de la imsas' 
JUftta. Y la'uiil versidad' de SeTilIa r^iponditndo la coQSulta de 
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these wei^ placed' bj those great occurrences ; bui4h# 
bbbit of obedience Oft tite one haiid^the apathy produt-^ 
edbydespoturm on the other; and ioghort^fideliCy and^ 
^food^faitb^ were at tUe moment superior to ey^y c<M-^ 
bkittion ; mid after the dispatches of the Itingly'sub^ 
fltitute Murat,^ had reached the capital^ the atftheri*^ 
ties did not even waver respecting thei^ re^^tiotl, iH 
was not possible for the people to think of itny thitij^ 
else^ than of being faithful, consistent^ and generous, 
without foreseeing the ills to which this noble and 
gallant conduct would expose them.' Without any 
other viev than that of honour^ Venezuela refused 
to follow the opinion of the leading men of Spain, 
«ome of whom in support of the orders of iiie French 
Segentof 1%ie kingdoAi, ejcaeted from us allegiance to^ 
the new king : oiAers declaring and' piit>lii3iing> thi^ 
Spain liad received a new exigtance since tiie abandon^* 
ment of heo- atithoritie!^^ since the c^ons of the* 
Bourbonsi and the introduction of the new dynasty;' 
that they had recovered their absolute indep^Mlenco' 
and lib(^/and that tbey\>flfered this example to tibe^ 
Americans^ tlmt they might recotser ^ sone rights' 
^here proclaimed if- but as soon as: tiie first step vr6 

* AUudiog to yarions printed pieces tbat appeared oa the first 
blaze of the reyolution of Spaiu : such as Count Floridablancs^* 
in answer to the Council of Castile, on the part of the Cen'ttil* 
Jiint^, maBifea^ of said Jdnfa, and thevniv^rsky of Seville la aitv 
sprer to the consuttations of the latter. 

f It ^viil be recollected th^t on the abdication of kines Charj^S 
ahd Ferdinand^ Murat was sent- on to gorern Spain as substitute 
to Joseph Napoleon, 
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pelrfidia el talismafi de Fernaiido^ utvenfado por Im 
buena fe : se sototb, aaiiqutt con maSa y suavidad^ el 
proyccto sencillo y te^l de Caracas^ para imitar la 
conducta representiva de los gobiernos de Espaiia :* 
y se empez6 a entablar ciiir nueYO g^nero de despotis- 
Bdo^ Baxo el nombpe facticio de ud R6y recoDOcida 
p6r generosidad^ j destinado a nues^ro mal y desastre^ 
por los que usiirpdibati la Soberania; * ^ 



: Niiftili (8 nb rrm r1 n r rrt y Jueces imbuidos delnvtet^ 
ai^tana projectado contra la^ Am^rica^ decididos S^ 
^oaten^lo a eosta nuestray y prevenidos de instruc- 
eiopes pii.ra el ultimo resultado de la politica del otro* 
liemilsferio; fueron las ednsequencias de la sorpre^a 
que caus6 a la Junta Central nu^ra ibaudita e ines- 
peradagenerosidad. 'La'abiguedad> la aiseehanza y la 
concqision^ fueron ttfdos los resortes de ^li caduca j 
perededera administracion : como veian tan 'expuesto nu 
IjniperiOt pareeia que querian ganar en un dii^ lo que: 
habia enriquecido a sus antecesores en mucbos aflos: 
y C0^.^ autoridad estaba respaldada pof la de sug. 
comitentesy de nada trataban mas qae, de sosenetse 
unos & otros^ a la sombra de nuestra ilusion y 
buena fe. Niogiina ley contraria a estos pknes era 

* ftrpyecto d«l ano de 1 808, para hacer una Junta de Gobieraa. 
J conservaeloUvCdmo las de Espana. 
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had taken for our s^cvLtiiy, had convinced ihe Central 
iStunta that there was in us, something more th to habits 
and prejudices^ they began to vary the language of 
liberality and sincerity'; they perfidiously adopted Jthe 
lalisman of Ferdinand^ at first invented by good faith ;^ 
they suppressed, but with cunning and sweetness, thf 
plain and legal pr6ject of Caracas to imitate the rc- 
^esen^tative conduct of the governments of Spain, * 
and they began to set on foot a new species of despo-- 
tism, under the factitious name of a king, acknow- 
ledged only from a principle of generosity, and destin«- 
ei to effect our ill and disaster, by tbpsie who had 
ii^urped the sovereign power. 

Fresh governors and judges, initiated JajJ|^ new 
kystem projected against America, decided to sustain 
it at our expence, and provided with instructions for 
even the last political change that mighi^ occur in the 
other hemisphere, were the consequences resulting 
from the surprise, which our unheard of and unexpected 
generosity caused to the Central Junta* Ambiguity, 
axtifice^ and disorder, were all the springs set in mo^ 
tion by this tottering and short lived administration a 
as they saw their empire exposed, it was evident they 
wished to gain in one day, what had enriched their 
ancestors in many years; and as their authority wa# 
packed by that of iheir parasitei^, all their endeavours 



f The project agitated in 1808 to form & Junta, iatended for tkm 
administration of goverdments and public safetjr, like thofle «f 
^pain. 
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jr»,valijiay Aubstiteilte; y todo ^rfoitrio que favorc-? 
cjiese el nuero 6rden de francm^z^oneria politica^ liabw 
4e tener fuerza de ley^ pO|r mas <>puesto gue fqese 9. I09 
pri^cipios de justicU j eguidad. Despues de 4ecla,r»r 
el Capitain General EmpiEiran a la Audi^icia, que no 
habia en Caracas otra ley ni oira volufitad que la suya> 
bien c^nifi^ta en yafios excesos y Yioleqcias^ tales co^ 
3po colocar en la plaza de Oydor al Fiscal d^ lo ciyil y 
crimi^aj : sorprehender y abrir los pliegos que diri^ia 
D. jPejiro Gpn:^ales Qrte^aala Junta Central: ^rrojar 
a e^^empleado, al Capitan D.Frajtipisco Rodriguez, y 
|tl Asei^or del CpQsulado D. Migu6j[ Jo;^eSafiz^ fuera 
oee3tas Proviijicias^ con£iiiado8 a Cadiz y Puerto Bieo: 
encadenar y condenar al t^rabajo de obr^ publicas^ 
sin forma ni figiira de Juipio^ una muchedumbre de 
hombres buenos arran^cados de sus bogares con el prer 
texto de vagos : revpcp^r y suspender las dptermina- 
ciones de la Andienp i^^ quando no eran confornies a 
sm capricho y ajbitraried^id : despues de haber hcchp 
nojnbrar un Sipdico contra^Ja volu^tad del Ayunta* 
mienlQ: despues de haber hecho recibir a su Aj^esor 
sin titulps ni autorid^d : despues de sostener a todp 
trance su ignorancia y su orgullo: despues de mil 
disputas escandalosas con la^Audiencia y el Ayuntar 
Biiento.: despues de reponciliarse, al fin con esto$ 
despotas todos los tog<|dos para haceri^e iqas impunei 
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were directed |;o .pp^pld each o^^r^ under the^htd*Sr 
of our il^usioxi arid ^ood faith. No statute contrarjr 
to these plans was valid and eflEective^ an^ evejy 9ie4^ 
sure that favoured the new order of 'poUlic^ feee- 
piasoni'y^ was to have the force, of .law, however 
opposed to .the principles of justice and equity. > ^l^ter 
the djBcIaration of the C^tain General Ernpara?* 
inadeto the At^diencia, that in Cai^qas therjeyrasno 
other law nor will but his joyfn ; and this fully .^^WV* 
fested in several arbi^^.?/ ,^ipts and excesses^ such ipi 
placing c^ the seat of the oi^or, the fiscal in civil and 
cfiniiDal cases ; intercepting ^nd opening the dispatchcpi 
sent to the Central J unta^ hy Don Pedro 6oiisi^e«i 
prtega; sepdin^^ out of those provinces this sanM» 
functionarv> as well a$ Captain Don Francisco 
Rodriguez^ and ibe assessor of the board of trade. 
Don Mi^el Joz€ Sini^^ all /embarked for Ca^i^ ai@^ 
Puerto Rico ; as well ai^f cpndemning to the labour of 
the public works^ withoutjjither form or appearance 
of trials a consider ahie multitude of good mml 
snatched frpm their hom^ under the pretence of va^ 
grants; revoking and suspending the resolutions of 
the Audiencia^ when not conformable to his caprice 
and absolMe will : after naming a recorder without 
the consejpt of the municipal body, creating and caus- 
ing the assesior to bie received without title ot autho- 
rity, after supporting his ignorance and pride to the 
utmost lengths: after many scandalous disputes be- 
tween the -4t/rffewc/a and the municipal body/ and aft^r 
a|l the law character^ l^ipg rfcwiciled ^o these 
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iiiexpugii ables contra nosotros^ se convinieroii en 
organizar y llevar a cabo el proyecto, a la.*sombra 
fie la falacia^ del espionage^ y la ambigiiedad.* 

JNxo estos auspicios» se 6cultabaa las derrotas 
;f'dcsgradas de las armas en Espafla: se forjaban y , 
divnigabdn triupfbs pomposos e imaginailos coaira 
los Franceses en la Peidnsula^ y enel DanuWo: se 
bacian iluminar las calles: quemar la polvora: tocar 
lascampanas: y prostituir la Religion^ cantando T\ 
jDeimt y aicciones de gracias^ como para insultar la 
Proi^dcncia en la perpet uidad de nuestros males^ Para 
no dexarnos tiempo de analizar nuestra suertf^ ^^J^^^ 
dei^cubrir los lazos que se nos tendian^ se figurabaii 
eoto^piraciones^ se inrentaban pactidos y facciones^ se 
calumniaba 4 todo el que no se prestaba k iniciarse en 
los misterios "de la perfidia^ se inventaban esquadras y 
emisarios Franceses en nuestros mares y nuestro seno, 
ii^ limitaban y constrefuan nuestras relaciones con lag 
Colonias vecinas^ se ponian travas a nuestro comercio ; 
todd con el fin de tenernos en una continua a^itacioqj 
para ique no filx&semos la atencion en nuestros yerda^ 
deros intereses. 



• De iodo esto bi^y iestimonios autenticos eo nuestros archives] 
y'apesar de la vigilancia eon que se saquearon estos por lospar- 
cilalesde los antiguos mandones^ existe icn Gumani una orden del: 
goliierao Espanol, para promoTer ladiscordia'entrelos nobkifji 
parientes de las familias American as: los hay escritos, j notprioff 
dela corruj^ion, juego j liber linage que promoYia Guertfrapcra 
deimoralizar al pais : y nadie olvidara las colusiones y sobornoi 
que publicaban los Oydo'res | .y constan de sa residencia* 
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despeit, in arder that they might be more secure and 

iaexpugpable againrt us^ ij: was agreed to orgiu^^ 

CMid carry into effect, under the shadow of fallacy^ 

the projects of espionage and ambiguity:* ^^ 

- XJ|]4er i^iese auspices the defeats and misfortunes^ 

]lW SpaniA armies were concealed; pom^oinr «id 

imagmairf triumpi^ over th^ French^ in the Peninsu^ 

la a»d oathe Danube^ were forged and announced; 

41iey cauied the streets to be illuminated ; gunpowdei^ 

^vrm waited; the bells chimed; and religion w^ 

frxostiij^ited by Te Deums^ and acts of thanks beini;- 

jsupg, M if to insult ProTidence in the perpetuity lOl 

our evils. In 9rder to leave us no time to analyse 

our own f$i^j or discover the snares laid for us^ c<p- 

spiracies were invented^ parties and feftions were im* 

agined^ every one was calumniated who did not con* 

awt toi)e initiated in the myrteries of perfidy; fleeta 

and emissarie»from the French were figured^ as bein^; 

in our seas and amongst ua^ our relations with th^ 

neighbouring colonies were circumscribed and n^ 

ctricted; our trade was newly fettered; and the 

whole^ to the end of k^ping us in a state of continual 

* Of all this there remains' authentic testimony in onr archives; 
notwithstanding the Tigilance with which these were examined 
by the friends of the late authorities, there exists in Cumansl an 
order of the Spanish goTernment io excite discord amongst tho 
imbles and relations of the Americsm families* There are besidejr, 
many written and well known documents of corruption , gambling, 
and libertinism, promoted by GueTara, ta demoralize fllb country,; 
and no one csm erer forget the collostoisand sntorningspnblicklir - 
used by the oidores, and proTed in the place of their residence. - 
" • • • . E -. 
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Alarmado ya nuestro stifirimienta^ y ^espieria iitiesr^ 
tra yigilancia^ empezamas a desconfiar de los Gobier* 
no^ de Espana y sus agentes: al f raves de sus intrigas 
y maqtiinaciones^ descubriamoR todo el horroroso por 
▼enir que nos amenas^aba: el genio de la verdad ele- 
vado sobre la densa atmosfem dela opresion y la 
calumnia^ nos sefialaba con el dedo de la imparciali- 
dn,d la Terdadera suerte de la Peninsula, el des6rdea 
^e su gobierno^ laenergia de sushabitantes, el formid- 
able poder de sus ehemigos^ y la ninguna esperanza 
de su salvacion. Encerradosen nuestras casas, rodea- 
dos de espias/ amenazados de infamia y deportaeion, 
apenas p'odiamos lainentar nuestra situacion^ niliacar 
otra cosa que murmurar en secreto contra nuedtros 

/vigilantes y astutos enemigos. La consonancia de 
Buestros jBUspiros, exhalados en la amargura y la 

;*opresion,^uniform6 nuestros sentimientos^ y reuni6 
nuestras opiniones : encerrados en las quatro paredes 
db su casa^ e incomunicidos eotre si, apenas huvo nn 
ciudadano de Caracas que no p'ensase que habia 
llegadoel mdmento de ser libre para siempre^ & de 
sancionar irrevocablemente una niieva y horrorosa 
i^rvidumbre. 



Todos empezaron k descubtir la nulidad delos actos 
de Bayona^ la invalidacion de los dereckos de Fernando^ 
y de todos lo9 Borbones que concurrieron^aqueUas 
ilegitimas estipulacion^s: la i^ominia con quehabiaa 
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t^tfitioa^ that we might not fix our atteatidn on our 
r^eal interests. 

Our forbearance once alarmed^ and our yigilanCe 
awakeaeiJL ^^ began to lose confidence in &e gpveriH 
ments: of Spain and their agents ; thrdugh the veil of 
their 'intrigues and machinations^ we discorered the 
horrid futurity that threatened us : the genius of truth, 
raised aboVe the dense atmosphere of oppression and 
c^lumny^ pointed out to us with the finger of impar- 
tiality, the true fate of Spaio^ the disorders of her 
^yernment^ the energy of her inhabitants^ tte forini-^ 
dabW p.<^wer of her enemies^ and the groundless hopes 
i^fhor salvation. Shut up in our own houses^ surround* 
ed by spies^ threatened by infamy and banishment^ 
scarcely were we able to bewail our own situation^ or 
to do more than secretly to complain against pur yIt 
gilant and cunning enemies* The consonance of ^ur ^ 
blended sighs^ exhaled in the moments of bitterness \ 
and oppression^ at length ga^e uniformity to our sen- / 
timents^ and united our opinions. Shut up within theL ^ 
walls of our own houses^ and debarred from all com* 
munication with our fellow-citizens^ scarcely was 
there one individual of Caracas/ who did not thiiik^ 
that the moment of being for ever free had arrj|yed> or 
else that^ of irrevocably sanctioning a new and horrid 
slavery. • * 

Every one began to discover the nullity of .the act* 
of Bayoni^^ the invalidity of the rights of Ferdinand^ ' 
and of all the Qourbons who were parties to the said 
stipulations ; the ignominy with which they had de- 
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^iitrdgado cemo esclftTos a'los que fos habisrti colocado 
en el trono contra las pretensiones de. la Casa de 
Austriat la comriyencia de los intrusos mandaterios 
de Sspafia^ dIo9 planes dela nuera dinasti^: la suerte 
qx^ estes planes preparaban k la America : j la 
nece^idad de tbmar uri partido qucpusiesc S. cubierto 
al Npfevo Mutodo de los males que le acarreaba el 
ei^ado de sus relaciones con el antigup. Veian sumir^ 
3US tesoros en la sima insondable del desof den de la 
Peninsula: lloraban la sangre de los Americanos^ 
mezclada en la lid con la de los enemigos de la J^me- 
jrica^ para sostener la esclayitud de su Patria : pene- 
traban^ apesar de la vigilancia de los tiranos^ halta ta 
misma Espana; y nada yeian mas que de^orden^ cor- 
Tupcion, fecciones, derrotas^ inforturiios, fraiciones, 
exercitos dispersojs, provincias ocupadas^ falanges 
eneraigaSj yun gobierno imbecil y tumultuario^ for- 
imado de tan raros elementos. 



Tal dra la impresion uniforme y general que ad- 
Vertian en el rostro'de todos los Venes^olauos los 
agentes de la opresion, ^estacados a sostener a ioda 
eosta la infkme causa de sus constituyentes: cada 
palabra producia una proscripcion: cada discurso 
costaba Una.deportacion a su autor : y cadaesfuerzo 
6 t^itatita para tracer en America lo mismo que en 
Espafia^ sine faacia derranrar la sangre de los Amerr- 
canoi^^ era^ din dudbr, una causa suficiente para la 



Digitized 



by Google 



58 

liVered up as $\&wes, tihose^ i^^ho had placed them oil the 
throne^ in opposition to (he pretensions of the house of 
Austria; the conniTaace of the intrusive mandataries 
of Spain^ to the plans- of the new dinastj ; the fate that 
these .same plans prepared for America^ and the ne- 
cessity of taking some resolve^ that mi^t shield the 
new world from the calamities that were about tore- 
suit from il8 relations with the old one. All saw their 
treasures huried in the unfathomable abjM of the dis- 
orders of the Peninsula^ they wept for the blood of 
Americafas spilt in the same struggle with that of the 
enemies of America; in order to sustain Hhe slavery of 
their own country f^notwithstuiding the vigilance of 
their tyrants^ they saw into the interior of Spain herseH> 
where they beheld nothing but disorder^ corruption^ 
factions^ defeats , misfortunes, treacheries^ dispersed 
armies^ whole provinces in the power of the enemy, 
the ready phalanxes of the latter^, and at the head of 
all^ a weak and tumultuary government^ formed out of 
such rare elements. 

Such was the general and uniform impression no-, 
ticed 6n the faces of all the people of Venezuela by 
the agents of oppression^ sent out to support, at eyerj 
hazard, the ii^famous cause of tiieir constituents; eve- 
ry wprd produced a projBciription^ every discourse coflft 
banishment to its author, and every effort or attempt 
to do the same in America^ as had been done in Spain, ^ 
if it did not cause the blood of Americani to flow/ it 
it was at least sufficient ibr the ruiO) infamy, and 
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ruina^ infamia^ y desolacion de muchas familias. * 
Tan errado calculo no pudo menos qiie multiplicar^ 
los choques, aumentar con'ellos la reaccion popular, 
preparar el combustible, y disponerlo con la manor 
chispa a un incendio que consumiese y borrase basta 
]o8 Testigios'de tan dura y penosa condicipn. La 
Espafia menesterosa y desolada^ pendiente su suerte 
de la generosidad Americana^ y casi en el momento 
de ser borrada del catalago de las naciones^ parecia 
que,- trasladada al siglo 16 y 17^ empezaba a con- 
quist^rde nueyo a la America con arrna^ masterribles 
€^ue el hierro y el plomo t cada ^a se seilalaba por 
una nueva prueba de la suerte que nos amenazaoa ; 
colocados en la horrorosa disjiintiva de ser vendidos a 
una nacion extrafia, 6 tener que gemir para siempro^ 
en una nueva & irrevocable servidumbre, solo aguar^ 
dabamos el momento feliz que diese impulso anuestri^ 
opinion^ y reuniese nuestras fuerzas para expresarU 
J sostenerla. 

Entre los ayes y las imprecaciones de 1^ exS^pera- 
don general^ respn6 en nuestros oidos/la irrupcipq 
de los Franceses en las Aodalucias^' la disolucipn de 
la. Jiihia Central, a impulsos de la execracion pub*' 
lica, y la abortiva inirtitucion de otro nuevo Proteo- 
Gub^rnativO;, baxo el nombre de Regencia. Anua- 
eifibase esta con ideas mas liberal^s ; y presiotiendo 

^ Deportaclon de Tarios^ Oficiiiles de concepto, j ciudadanos de' 
Ttngo 7 prpl^idady decretadai ea SO dc Marso it 1810, p^r Em- 
paran. ,.* ' . ^ 
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desolation of many fan^ilies.* Such a wrong calcu-^ 
lation could not fail to multiply the, convulsions, ta 
augment^ by means of them^ the popular re-action> to 
prepare the combustible, and dispose it in such a 
manner^ that ynih the least spark it would create a 
blaze^ that would consume^ and even efface every 
vestige of so hard ahd melancholy a conditicm. 
Spain^ needy and desolate^ her fate dependent on the 
generosity of America^ and almost in the act of being 
blotted out from the Ust of nations^ appeared as if 
transported baek to the 16th and 17th ages^ she agaio 
began to conquer America^ with arms more terribly 
than iron and lead ; every day gave rise to a new 
proofs of the fate that awaited us; such a one aflf 
would place us in the sad alternative of being sold to 
a foreign power^ or obliged for ever to groan under a 
fresh and irrevocable servitude; whilst we alone^ 
were expectant on the happy moment^ that might 
give impulse to our opinion^ and unite our strength 
to express^ and to sustain it. ' 

Amidst the sighs and imprecations of general ex« 
asperation^ the irruption of the French into Anda* 
lusia^ the dissolution of the Central Junta^ brought 
aboiit by. the effects of public execration^ and 
the abortive institution of another Protean govern* 
ment, under the name of Regency^ reached our ears. 
TJiis was announced under ideas more Uberali and on 

* Vide Act of proscription of several officers. of.iliftUictioiiy 
and citizens of rank and probity^ def^reed onibeSOth Murdti 
IglO, by Emparw, , 
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j$ lot esAa^zoft de lod Am^ricMot fuu bacer raler 
1m Ticios y nulidades de tan raro Gobi^o^^ procura> 
foastioftB>f la ilusion con {yrbtnesitsr brillantea, teoriw 
est^les de tetormBS, j anuncios de que ya bo esiaba 
iHiesira silerte en las mapos de lo» Virrey^^, de lo$ 
Minktros^ ni de Iq9 pol^ernadores ; al mlsmQ tiemiio 
que todo» eeto^ agentes recibian las mas estrecbas 
drdenes para Telar sobre nuestra e^ducta^ sobre 
Buesifas apiniones^ j no permitir queestas^ salieseil de 
la esfera (razada por la eloqueneia que ddraba Ids 
Merros prepar ados en la eapciosa j ami^da carta de 
emaneipacion. ' * » 



£a qualquiera ptra epoeah]al)ier^estadesIumbrad<^ 
alos Ameriicaiios; pero ja habia trabajado demasiado 
la Junta ie Sevilla y la Central^ a favor de nuestrq 
desengano^ y \o que se combino^ medito^ y pulio par^ 
eonquistarnos de nuevo con frasea e biperbol^s^ sirvid 
solo para redoblar nuestra yigilancia^ reunir nuestras 
opiniones y formar utia firme e incontrastable resolu- 
eion de perecer antes que ser por mas tiempo yictimas 
de la cabala y la parfidia. 'El dia en que la Religion 
celebralos mas augustos misterios de laredeficion del 
g^nero humano^ era el que tenia sefialado la Proyi* 
deiK^ para iiar principio ^ ]^ redeiicion politica de 1& 
America. El Jueves Santo^ 19 de Abril, se desplo- 
n6 en Venezuela el eokiso del des|H>tisnio^ se^prociam6 
€f fanperio de fos hjiB^ y ito exptflsai^oB los tirmos cw 
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pnreeiTikig the efforfo of the Americans to avail them* ' 
selves of the vices and nullities of so rare a govern- ' 
ment^ they endeavoured to strengthen the illusion by 
brilliai^ promises^ by theories barren of reform^ and 
by announcing to us^ that our fate was no longer in 
th^ hands of viceroy s> ministers^ or ^oveptors; at 
tlie same timcj that. all these agents received the most 
strict orders to watch over our conduct^ over our 
opinions, and not to suffer the9e to exceed the Umiis, 
traced by the eloquence that gilded over the chains, 
prepstfied m the ciqptious and cunning letter of eman^ 
ctpation. 

Ajt any other period whatever, this would have suf- 
ficed to deceive the Americans ; but the Jupta of 
jSeville, as well as the Central one, had already done 
too niuch in order to take the bandage from our 
eyes; and what was then combined, meditated, and 
polished, to subject uf again, with phrases and hyper- 
boles, only served io redouble our vi^lance, to col« 
Ject pur opinions, and to form a firm and unshaken re- 
solution to perish, rather than to remain any longer 
the victims of cabal and perfidy. The day, on which 
religion celebrates the most august mystery of the re- 
demption of the human race, was that desi^ated hj 
Providence to be the commencement of the political 
redemption of America. - On Good Friday, the 19th 
of April, it was, that the Colossiis of despotism was 
cast down in Venezuela, the empire of the laws pro- 
claimed, and the tyrants expelled, with all the feli- 
city^ moderation, and tranquillity, that they themselves 
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. toda la felicidad^ moderacion y tranquilidad que eUo« 
mismos ]ban confegado^ y ha llenado de admiracioay 
afecto hacia Doso.tros a todo el mundo imparcial. - 

. Quien no hubiera crejdo que uu Pueblo que logra 
recrobar susderechos, y librarse de sus opresores^ no 
hubiera en su furor salvado quantas barreras podiaa 
ponerlo directa^ 6 indirectamente^ al alcaiice de la in* 
flucncia de los Gobiemos que habian basta entonces 
9Qstenido su desgracia y opresioo ? Venezuela fiel a su9 
proatesaa^ no hace mas que asegurar 8U suerte para 
cumplirlas; y si con una mano firme y generosa de« 
ponia a los agentes de su miseria y su esclavitudi col^^ ^ 
csd)a con la otra el nombre de Fernando Vlf k la 
freote de su nuevo gobierno^ juraba conservar sus 
4erecho8^ prometia reconocer la uoidad e- integridad 
politica de la Nacion Espafiola, abiazaba a sus faer-^ 
manosde Guropa^ les ofrecia un asilo en sus infor- 
iunios y calamidades> detestaba a los enemigos del 
nombre Espanol^ procuraba la alianza generosa de la 
Nacion Inglesa^ y se. prestaba a tomar parte en la 
fe^ieidad y en la desgracia de la nacion de quien pudo 
J debio separarse para siempre. 

• 
Mas no' era esio lo que exlgia de nosotros la Re« 
gencia. Quando nos declaraba libres en la teoria de 
sus planes^ nossujetaba en la practica a una represent 
tacion diminuta e insignificante, creyendo que a q^iiien 
nada se le debisf^ estaba en el caso de contentar^e con 
lo que le diesen sus seiiores; Baxo tan liberal catl-* 
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liave confessed; so much so^ as even ^to hare filled ' 
ynih ladmiration and friendship for us^ the rest of the 
impartial world. ' 

Who but vrould have thought that a nation^ reco* 
vering its rights/ and freeing itself from its oppressors, 
ifl its blind fury, would llaye broken down every bar- 
rier that might place it directly, or indirectly within 
the reach, of the influence of those very governmentt, 
that had hitherto sustained its misfbrtunes aiid op- 
pression. Venezuela, faithful to her promi^es^ doea 
no more than insure her own security in ofder to com- 
f>l3r with them ; and if with one strong and generous 
hand^, she deposed the agents of her miserj 
aud her slavery, with the other/ she placed the 
name of Ferdinand the 7th at i&e head of her new 
government^ swore to maintain Ms rights^ promised 
to acknowledge the unity and integrity of the Spa- 
nish nation^ opened her arms to her European bre- 
thren, offered them an asylum in their misfortunes 
and calamities^ equally hated the enemips of the Spa- 
nish name^ sought the generous allianee of Bogland, 
and prepared to take part in the felicity or misfortune 
of the nation from who>m she could, and ought to have 
eternally separated. 

But it was n6t this, that the Regency exacted from 
us. When the latter decUred us free in the theory 
of their plans, they subjected us in practice to 
a small and insignificant representation, believing 
that those to whom nothing was due, would be con« 
|eut to receive whatever was granted to them by tfeeir 
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enxlt^, queria la Hegeiicia manteneF nuestra ilosicnij y 
fBgaxnoB' en discursos^ proiQi^as e imcrif»ei<»cies^ 
jnuesira larga servidunibrej y la sangre j los tesoros 
ipste derramabamos efii Espa^a. Bten conociamos 
Aogotros lo poco que ^ebiamos esperar de la polities 
de las kitrusos apoderados de Fer&ando: no ignora^ 
baHtos, que si bo debiaino£( depends de los Virile j», 
Bfioistros J Gobernadores^ con major razon no po* 
di^iBO& estar sujetos a un Rey eantito y gin d^e- 
^osni aixtoridad^ni a ungobierno nitlo € ilegitkno^ ni 
k »m nacion incapftz de tener dereeko sobre ctttn^ ni 
a uo aagulo peninsular de la. Enr^^a;, oei^mdovCais 
todo por una fuerza extrana; pero queriendo c<m- 
' quistkr nuestra libertad a foerza de generosidpd, ,de 
fiaoderapioDj y defj;if jlvno^ reconoeiinos los imagin^os 
dereehos del hij6 d^^Miaria Luisa^ respetaknos la des^ 
gracia de la Nitcion^ y daodd partci de nuestra resoliH 
tion a la mistna R^eneia qike desconocmmos^ kr 
^frecimOs no iseparalrnos de la. Ei|iafid sieitopjre ^pie 
iinbiese en ella un gobietna legal/ establecido per la 
T6liuitad de la Naeidn^ y en el x{Ut tnviese la Amerka 
hk parte ^ue le da la justicta^ la necestdad^ y la im** 
portanda politica de su'tei^ritoriQ. 

" ' « ■ . 

Si los trescientos afios de nuestra atlterior^ekrviidoin^ 
br&> BO htibjeran bastado pkra autotissar nuestta emaii« 
eipaeion^ babria sobrida c^usa en U condtrcta di^ los' 
gobiernoi que se arirogaron la Soberdnia de una 
iMietOB eo^[liil^ada^ que jamas pudo tenet fai uetior 
pro^riedi^eiila Ameritay deckrada pMe mtegrratttii^ 
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m&atef9« Under a caleulatimi so liberal^ iheUegea^ 
oy , wits de»irou9^of^ keeping up our illusion^ to pay us 
iv^itli wards> promises, and ihscripticms for our long 
slaireryy and for the blood and treasure \fe had ex- 
pended in Spaini .Fully Were -vre aware^ hovr little 
we had to eacpect from the policy and the intrusive 
agents of Ferdinand; we were not ignorant that if 
we were not to be depeiKl^ on viceroys^ ministers, 
ajftd goTemors^ wi^ greater reason we eouM not be 
subject either te a king> a captive and without the 
r^hts of authority^ Aor to a governjinisnt, null and il-' 
legijtimate, nor to a nation ineapable of holding sway 
0iv;er another^ nor to a peninsular comer of Europe, 
seai% wholly occupied by a foreign force. Kever- 
tbeless^ deairou^ of effecting our own freedom^ by the 
means of generosity, nioderation^ and civism^-we ik^* 
knowledged the imaginary rights of the son of Maris . 
Louisa^ we respected the misfortunes' of the nation# 
ted giving official notice.to &e same R^ency wedis* 
ow^d, we offered not to separate from Spain^ as h)ng 
M'she maintained a I^al government, established by 
tike Will of the nation^ and in which Apoerica had that 
part, giv^ft to her by justice, necessity, and the politi-; 
Ml importance of her territory. 

If the three hundred years of our fdrmer servitude, 
have not sufficed to authorize our emancipation, there 
would be sufficient cause in the conduct of the govern- 
ments, which arrogated to' themselves the sovereignty 
of a conquered nation^ which never coqid have any 
property in America, declared an integral part of the 
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de ella ; quando se quiso envolverla eii la conquista;^ 
Si los Gobernantes de Espafia hubiesen estado paga« 
dos per sus enemigos, no babrian podido hacer mas 
contra la felieidad de la nacion vinculada en su extre*. 
clia union y buena correspodeneia con la America. 
.Con el major desprecio a nuestra importancia^ y a 
la justicia de nuestros reclamps^ quando no pudieron 
negamos una apariencia de lepr^^ntacion^ la sugeta- 
ron a la influencia desp6tica de sus Agentes sabre los 
AyuntamientoSj a quienes se cometio la eleceipn ; y 
al paso que en Espana se concedta hasta a las ProTia- 
cias ocupadas por los Franceses^ y a las Islas Canarias 
yBaleares un Representante a cada 50 mil almas^elegi- 
do libremeiite por el Pueblo, apenas bastaba ^i Ame« 
rica un millon para tener derecho a un representante^ 
nombrado por el Virrey .6 Capitan Gcjpieral baxo la 
jirma del Ayuntamiento. . 

Mientras que nosotros fuertes con el testimonio de 
nuestra justicia, y con la moderacion de nuestro pro^ 
ceder^ esperabamos que si no triunfaban las razonet 
que alegamos a la Regenciaparademostrarle la neeesi- 
dad de nuestra resolucion ; se respetarian^ al meoos, 
las generosas disposiciones con que nos prestabamos a 
no ser enemigos de nuestros oprimidos j desgraciados 
hermanos ; quiso el nuevo gobierno de Caracas no 
limitar estas disposiciones a esteriles raciocimos^ y\el, 
mundo despreocupado e imparcial^ conocera que 
Venezuela ha consumido (odo el tiempo que ha pasado> 
desde el 19 de Abril de 1810^ hasta el 5 de J^lio de 
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same^ Trhilst they attempted again to involve it la 
conquest. If the governors of Spain had hcen paid bj 
her enemies, they could not have done more against 
the felicity of the nation^ bound in its close union and 
l^ocfd correspondence ynth America. With the great- 
est contempt of our importance, and of the justice of 
our claims, vi^hen they could not deny us the appeaV- 
anee of a representation^they subjected it to the despo- 
tic influence of their agents over the municipalities ta 
wliom tiie ekction vras committed; and whilst ia 
%>aiii^ at the san>e time that they allowed erea 
for the provinces in possession of the French^ a^ weH 
as the Canaries and Balearic islands, a representative 
for each fifty thousand souls, freely elected by the 
people; in- America, scarcely a million sufficed to 
have the righ^ of one representative, named by the 
Viceroy or Captain General, under the signature df 
the municipality. 

.^t the same time that we, strong in the testimonj , 
of our own j ustice, and the moderation of our pro- 
ceedings, hop^, that if the reasons we alledged ta 
the Regency to convince thefti of the necesity of our 
resolution did not triumph ; at least, that the generous 
dispositions with which we ofiered not to become the 
enemy of our oppressed and unfortunate brethren, 
would be successful, dispositions which the new 
government of Caracas was desirous should notb^e 
limited to barren phrases; and the impr^udiced and 
impartial world will know, that Venezuela has pass- 
ed all that time, which intervened between the 19tb of 
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181 1> en una amarga y pendsa alternaiiTa de iiigrati^ 
tudes^ insultbs y hostilidades^ por parte de la Espai&a^ 
y de generosidisid^ moderacion y sufrimiento^ por la 
nuestra. Esta epoca es la mas interesante de la his-< 
foria de nuestra revolucion^ como que sus acaecimiefl- 
tos ofreceh un contraste tan fayorable a nuestra caus^^ 
que ho ha podido menos que ganarnos el imparcial 
juicio de las naciones que njo tienen un interes en desa^ 
creditar nuestr08 esfuerzos. 

Antes de lajs resultas de ntiestra transfarmitcion 
politica^ llegaban cada dia i nuestras manos nueyos 
motivos para hacer^ por cada uno de ellos^ lo qtie hid^ 
mos despues de tres siglos de miaeria y degradacioiK 
En todos los Buques que llegaban de Espafia^ yeAian 
nueyos agentes a reforzar con nueyas instrticcioDes a 
los que sostenian la causa dela ambicioh y la perfidia: 
con jbI mismo objeto se negaba el permiso de r^resor 
a Espalia &los militaresydemasempleadosEuropeos; 
aiinque lo pidiesen para hacer la guerra contra lot 
Franceses : se expedian ordenes* para que socolor de 
no atender sino a la guerra^ se embruteciese mas la 
EspaSia y la America^ se cerrasen las edcuelas^ nose 
bablase de derechos ni preraios, ni se hici^se mas que 
enyiar d Espaiia dinero^ hombres AmericajnoSj 
yiyeres^ frutos preciosos^ siimision y obediencia. 

'^ Las gazetas no hablaban mas que de triunfos^ yic^ 
torias, donatiyos^ y reconocimientos arrancados por 

♦ EI 30 dc Abril dc 1810. 
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April, 1810, to the 5ihof Julj^ 1811, in a bitter (iiid 
painful alternative of acts of iogratitu^f, insults and. 
hostilities on the part of Spain> and of generosity, 
moderation, and forbiearance on ours. This. period, 
is the most interesting of the history of our revQlution, 
so much ISO, that its, events preset a contrast so 
favourable to our cause^ that it cannot have failed to 
gain over for us, the impartial judgement of those, 
nations, that have no interest to disparage our 
efforts. 

Previous to the restilt of our political transforma* 
tion, every day vre received fresh motives sufficient- 
ly strong, for each to have (tensed, us to do vrhat we 
have done, after three ages of misery and degradation ;f 
In every vessel that arrived from Spain, new agents, 
came out to iBtrengthen with fresh instructions, those, 
i??ho sustained the cause of ambition and perfidyr 
For the very same purpose, refusal was sent out for 
the officers,and other Europeans to return to Spain^ot* 
withstanding they asked it to fight against the French; 
fresh orders were issued,^ for the schools to be closed, 
to the end, ^at und^r the pretence of attending only 
to the war, both Spain and America might 1)e sunk 
deeper into a state of ignorance, .it was ordained that 
rights and premiums should not be heard of, and that 
nothing was to be done, but sending to Spain, money, 
American men, provisions, colonial productioqs, $ub'<* 
mission, ^d obedience. 

The public prints were filled with pothing but 
triumphs, victories, donations and acknowledgements^ 
♦ 0» the 30th April, UIO*, 
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el de!^oti8m(>^n loi^ Pcn^l^les^ qne no ttbian aun.niied^ 
tea rcBoIucion ; y btuEo las mas geveras connunaqioiie^ 
serestablecia la inquisicioa politica con todos sus har> 
jpores^ contra los que lej^esen^ tubigseh 6 reeibiesea 
etros papeles^ no solo estrangeros^ sino aim Espanolea 
que iko fuesen de la fabrica de la Il^encia.^ Gontca 
kts'inUmas ^rdeiies expedidas de aniemano para aluci^ 
nar la Am^rica^ se salvaban todos los tramites en lu 
consultas para eropleados ultramarinos^ cuyo m^rita 
consistia solo en haber jurado sostener el sistema tra-* 
mac^o por los Regente& : con el ultimo escandalo. j 
descaro se deGlar6 nula condeno al fuego^ y se pros-^ 
cribief on los autores y promovedores de una 6rdeo 
que laTJrecia nuestro comjercio y alentaba nuestra 
0gric|iltura ; al paso que se noft extgian auxtlios da 
todas xjases^ sin producir la menor cuenta de su .des^ 
tino e inversion : en desprecio de la f^ publiea se raaa-^ 
.daron abrir sin excepcion alguoa tpdas las correspoa-' 
cias de estos paises, atenta^o desconocido hasta en ^ 
despotismo de Godoy^* y adoptado solo para bibcer 
mas tiranico el ei^onage contra la America. En .una 
palabra^ empezaban a re^lizarse practicamente Iq» 
planes ir aza^^ para perpj&tuar nuestra ser vjbdntimbre. 



' Ent^eianto Venezuela, 4ibre y sefiora de si misMa^^ 
eti nada pensaba m^os queen imitar la detestaUe^ 
conducta dela I^egencia y sus agentes : contenta coir 

. , ..fMbJcL- . . ■■;,'-..*; 
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trrest^ hy despotism from tbe peoplis vrho were 40^ 
yet informed of our resolution; aad under the m09^ 
severe threats of punishment^ a political inqiiiisitioii 
with all its horrors^ wad established against those who 
should read^ possess^ or receive other papers^ not oalj; 
foreigsi^ but even Spanish^ that were not out of the 
Begeucy's manufacture* Contrary to the very 
orde^ls previously issued to deceive the country^ every 
fa[OUiid was overleaped in the selection of ultramarine 
functionaries, whose merit alone consisted in having 
sworn to maintain <he system contrived by the Re- 
gency ) in the most scandalous and barefaced mannei^ 
the drder which favoured our trade^ and encouraged 
our agriculture; was declared null, conde^lnedtp b^ 
buroti and its authors and promoters proscribed ; aii 
of every kin^d ^as exacted from us, without any n(^ 
count of its destination or expenditure being sent td 
us; incoiitempt'of every shadow of public faith, and 
without any exception whatever, all correspondence 
from these countries w^s ordered to be; opened; m 
excess unknown even Under the despotism of Godoy^ 
and only adopted to cause the espionage over America 
to be more tyranicaL In short, the plans plotted to 
perpetuate our servitude, now began practically to be 
realized^ _ ' 

In the mean tune Veneajuela, free, and toistress of 
herself, of nothing thought less thin to imitate ibp 
detestable conduct 6f the R^ency and its agents; 

^ -Date M aboviiti 
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jhaber asegiirado su suerte contra la ambici<>n de VM 
Gobierno intruso € ilegiiimo^ yponerla acubiertade. 
UBos planes demasiado complicados y tenebrpso^^ nc^ 
liacia^^ ma9 que acreditar eon hechos positivos sua de- 
seo'sde paz^ amistad^ earrespondfineia y cooperacioif 
eoa sus faermanos de Europa QuaDtos se hallavait 
entire nosotros fueron niirados comotaks^ y los 4oa 
tercios de los emplebs politicos^ civiles y mrlilares de 
alta J mediana gerarquia quedaron p se pusieron es 
manos de los Europeos^ sin otra precaucion que un* 
franqueza J buena f€ harta funeata a nuestros inte^ 
teses: nnestras caxas se abrieron generosamente piara 
muxtliar con lu:sso^ y transportar comoda y profusa- 
marte a nuestros tirsmos: los Comandantes de lo# 
Correo& Carmen^ Fort una/ Araucana^.fueronacogi^ 
dos en nuestros puertos; y auxtliados con nueitros 
ctmdales para seguir y conclmr sus respeetivas comi^ 
siones : y aun los desacatos y delitos' del de la For- 
^luna «e sometie^on al juitio del €robierno Espaiiol. 
Aunque la Junta Gubernatiya de Caracas presento 
lui f&zones de precaucion que la obligaban a no aven- 
turar a la roracidad del Gobierna los fondos publicos 
que pudkran servir al spcorro de la nacion^ eajiort6 
y dex6 exp^ita la generosidad de los pueblos para 
que usasen de sus caudales conforme a loa impuJUos ' 
de su sensibilidad; piUblicando en sus Gazetas^el pla- 
iiidero manifiesto.con que la^Regenciapintaba mori* 
bundaa la nacion para pedir auxilio ; al paso que la 
bacia parecer vigorosa, organis^ada y triunfaiite eot 
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Content "with haying ^uciHred li^r fate against tlie am- 
bition of an intrttsiyeand illegitimate goyernment^an4 
shielded it ag»nst plans too dark and complicated, 
was satisfied in shewing by positiyeacts, her desire of 
^eace^ friendship^ correspondence^ and co-operation 
with her European brothers! /AU those who* were 
amongst us^ were considered assuch^ and two-thirds 
oCthe^olitical^.ciyil and military employments^ both 
of the high and middle classes^ remained^ or wer^ 
placed in the hands of Europeans, without any fur- 
ther pre^ntion, but with a sincerity and good faiih^ 
that nearly proy^ fatal to oar interests. 

Our chests were generously openM^t to aid with 
eyery luxitry/ to the endj that our tyrants in thdr 
passage from u^^ might enjoy eyery cbayeniaaoe and 
profusion; the,captl^ns of the packets^ Carmen^ For* 
tuna, and Araifcana, irere reemedinto our ports^ 
and assisted with money^ to enable them to proceed 
on thar yoyi^e, and fulfil their respectiye commisr 
sioots; and eyenihe disrespect and crimes of thecom* 
mander of the iPortuna^ were referred to the judgeiitot 
o£ the Spanish goyernment. Notwithstanding the 
goyemmentalJuata of Caracas, manifested the reasons 
of precaution, which obliged them not to expose to 
the yoradty of the goyernmentj the public fundi, 
which were ^tioed to succour ihe nation^ they exhort*- 
ed and left rqom for tl^ generosity of the people, to 
dse their fortunes conformably to the impulse of their 
own sensibility, by publishing in the newspapers^ the 
noumfal manifest^ in which the Regency pourtray« 
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lot Peti6dicos destii^adds d aluciniMriies ; Ion Cooi- 
isionados de la R^e&cia ^iara Qiiito^ Stota F^ f el 
F^rUj fueroH hospedados amistosam^ste^ tratado$ e0- 
mo amigos> y socorridos a su satisfi^ccioii sus urgen- 
cia$ pecuniarias. Pero gastamos masbi^ el tiemp^ 
en aiializar la conducta feilebrilsa y suspiciiz A6 nues^ 
4^ois enemigosj puesto que todo$ su» esfuerzos no hai| 
eido bastantes para desnivelar la itop^riosa y triuKi- 
lante hnpresicfi de la nuestr a. 



, No eran solo los mandones de miestro territorio los 
qile edtaban aUtorizados para sostener la bprforosa 
t^ama de stw con^tituyente? : era omnimoda y uni- 
versal la miaion de todos los que inundaron la Ai^k^ 
rica desde los fonesfos y ^minOsos reyfiados de la^ 
juntas de Serilla^ C^[itral y Regencia^^ y con ui| 
sistema d^ fraacmazoneria poUtica baxO un pJEUbto 
mae}iia\e]ico^ estaban tbdot d^ ac^uerdo ^ sub- 
&tituirse^ reemptazarse y auxtliarsj^ Qomtuftmente eioi 
los planes combinados contra la felicidad y existencia 
politica del Nuevo Mundo. La Islade Puerto I^ico 
8e constituy6^ desde liiego^ l^ guai^ida de to^M \m 
agentes de la Regencia : ^ a^tillero de todas las ex- 
pedi clones: el quartet graieral de todas las fu^rzat 
i^ti-Amerieanas: el taJler de todas las itiipostntis^ 
^atlunlmas^ tifunfos y amenazai^ de los jKegentes ; el 
refugik) de todos los malvadoa : y el surgid^o de iijia 
no^Ta compania de Filibiistiiers, para que ho faljtase 
ainguna de Im calamidadei del jsiglo 16 a la nue^va 
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ed the agcmiAngji fait ^ the o^t<m:» in djder to im^ ' 
pio^aid; at "tiie stme time^ that th^j r^^e^eitt^d ^ 
ifigoiottSy Drganized ami tf hmqsifaa&t in the pul^li^ 
prints^ destified to deceive us. The coiapaissioli^ri 
o£ the Regaiey bcamd to Quito> Santa Fe^ aad Pef u^ 
"vi^ere ho^pitahlj receiTed, ^treated as friieiida^ and tbeijr 
peccmiarj w&ftts. i^plied^ te their otm satisfaction^ 
—But we lose time^ in thus analj^zipg thie dark and 
leunning conduct of our enemies^ as all their endea- 
vours ha:te not sufficed to warp the imperidns and 
triumphing impression of ours. -> 

*f be arrogant mandataries of ottr country^ were not; 
lit>W«ver^ the Only ones^ authorized to support tte 
horrid. pl6t ^fthdr constituents; <3ie same umform and 
TmiYersal missloi^^ was brought out by all those wl»> 
filuddated AiMHca^ from the ftdd and ominous re^u 
trff the Junta of Seville!, the Central one, and the Rr- 
^b^e^; and under the system of political freemasonry^ 
fifW^A oh t^ maehiavelic pact, they all accorded 
id itottlatty i^ubMltuii^, replacing, and assisting 
ea^i^Otter, iu^ plans combined against the^elicity 
and p<^itical exifltenCe of the new world. The island 
6f Puerto Rico, M^as immediately Incfcde tfa6 Haunt of 
HH thi^ agents of the Regency^ the pldce of equipmeiit 
f^ all the expeditions^ the hiead quarters of all th^ 
i^i- American forced, the workshop of all the ifnpos»* 
tor^s, calumnies, triumphs, and thredls of the Re* ' 
gents ; the refuge of all the wicked, the rendezvous 
pwt of a new set pf Fflibustiers, in order that there 
might not be wanting any of tiijB calamities pf the 
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cmiqttisfak de la America ea el 19. Oprimidos Im 
Americanos d^ Puerto-Rico con las bajoo^as^ cafib^ 
nea^ grilletes j horcas^ que Yodetfbaa al Buxa Itfe* 
latdez y jsiis satilites^ teuiaa que ajladir a sua jopiales jr 
de^racias la do^rosa hecesidad de coatribuir a 1cm 
luiestros, Tal es la suerte de los Americaiioa con* 
deaados^ no solo a ser presidiarios^ $mo_ c«iutrQj| 
unos de otros. 

Aun es mucjio ma^ dura e insultante la conduct^^ 
que observa la Espana coh la America^ compadra^ 
coir la que a{mrece respecto de la I^rancia. Ss bi^ 
wtoi-io que la nueva dinastia que re^i^te i|un algiin% 
parle de la nacion^ ba tenidp partidlEtrio&i muy d^cidi* 
dos m mucbos de los que se, inirabaa como sus l?,K9r 
l^res por sii rai%o^ empleos^ luces^ y conocimi^itos ;f 
|>eto tod^vk no se ha yisto tuiQ de los que tafltto ape* 
tecenla iibertadi indc^eodencia^ y rc^eneracion d^ la 
^eninsula^ que bayi^ dis^tdpado siquier?. }^ condi^ota 
^6 las PtoYiDcias A^iericanas^ que adiq[>tando lo^ 
m)smds prii^cipios de^delidad^ ein^ridad naciojoka];, 
bayan querid.6 cons^varse a si misnias ii)d^peiidiei4e« 
de unos gtfbierDps tatrUsos^ ilegi^mos^ jmbecite j 
tumulti^arii^s; c6mo ba^' sido todos los que se bai| 
llambdo hasta iliora apoderados dell Rey^ 6 it^re- 
•eortantes d^laNacion: |rrita ver tanfa lib^alidadp 
tattto tWiamoi y tanto deciprendinpiiento en las Qoxifit 



Maria, Azanza^ Ofarill, Urquijo, Mazarredo, y otros much(K| 4f 
' todas daaea y proftsictnes. ' ^ * 



Digitized 



by Google 



r5 

nxteeotii eepiury , to tbe nn? conquest of Amerioi, 
in the nineteefafh. The Americans of Puerto Rico^ 
oppressed by the bayonets^ cannoi^s^ fetters and. gibn 
biets which surrcmnded the bashaw Melendez^ and hii 
satellitetr; had to add to thetr own evils and mi9« 
fortunes/thepaiinful necessity of contributing to ours. 
Sudh is the fate of the Americans, coodeinmed BOt 
pnly to be gal)ey slave^^ but to be the drivers of "each 
other. 

The conduct observed by .Spain to America^ is 
harder and more insulting, when compared with that 
she appears to exercise with regard to France. It is 
well known^ that the new dynasty/ still resisted bj 
part <tf the nation^ has had decided partisans iti many 
of those^ who considered themselVes the first national 
dignataries;, for their rank^ offices^ talents^ andknow^ 
Jedge'^l'^ but still there has not appeared one of thosis 
who sd much desire the liberty^ independebce^ and 
regeneration of the Peninsula^ who has raised his voice 
in favour of the American provinces ; which adopt*- 
ing the smne principles of fidelity and natio&id in^ 
t^rity, have of their own accord^ been ambitioolB of ^ 
preiserving thenwselves independent of such intrusive^ 
illegitimate^ weaik^ and tumultuary governments^ as 
have been all those^ which have hitherto called them* 
selves the agents of the King, or representatives 
of the nation. It is vexing to see so much libe*' 
rality^ so much civism^ and so much disinterest in 

* Morla, Azanza, 0%il], XJrquiJ0| Mazirredo^ and nu|iir 
f then of erer^ clast^ and proliessicm. . 
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cim respfecto k la Espd^fita desorgahizada^ exhiuisla^ jr 

^mi eonquistada ; j (anta mezquindad^ tanta suspL-^ 

,^eia, tanta preoc^pacion y taato orj^ullo <^on ^ 

America^ pacifica, fiel^ generosa, deeidida k auxilias 

a «o» hermanos, y ht iinica que pued'e no dejar 

iltisertos^ en 16 esencial^ los planes ieoricos y brH^ 

la»tto que taBta^ yalor dan el Congreso E8pa:&0l«' 

Qtrantas traycioiies, entregas; asesinatos^ pecfidias^ 

y eoncusiones se ban visto en la revolucion de Es-^- 

pkfEa^ han pasado eoino desgracias inseparabiea de 

laa eixcunstamias ; pero a ninguna de las Pro^ 

vintias rendidad^ 6 contentas con la domtnaeion 

FraBCQto^ se le Iki tratado eomo a Veneziiela: 

babra sido tiu conducta analizada y caraeterizada 

Cc^Dforme a Ia» i^zoives^ mbtivos, y circun^tancias qn% 

1% dictaFOff : se habra juzgado esta coi^orme al dere^- 

isbp di^ lagua^ra, y se habra publidado el joicib de 14 

ifacimi €>onforme a loi datos que se hayan tenido pre^ 

Mtiiies; pero nkiguna d^ ellas ha sido haMa ahora 

^clarada traydora^ rebeMe^ y desnaturalizada cdmo 

Veiiie^ue^i y para ninguna de ellas se ha cresdo una 

eomie^ion publiea de amotinadores diplomallcos; para 

»rmaB-£$panole3 cdntra Espafioles^ engender lagiser- 

mtL dvih e incendiar todo lo qise no se puedb poseer 

crdil^t^idstr a uom&re de Fernando VI L La Am^^ 

riea mht es la que esta condenada k sufrir^ la itiit^ 

dita cofldicion de ser hostilizada^ destruida^ y esck,- 

Tizada con los mismos auxilros^ que ella ^stibdba 

|Mtra la libertad y felicidad comun de la Naoion> de 
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ike Cortes^ \viib regard to Spaio^ disai^gaDized^ ex^ 
hausted, and nearly conquered ; and at the same time^ 
so n^ucb meanness^ so much suspicioa^ prejudice^ 
and pride, towards America; tranquil^ faithful, 
generous^ decided to aid her bretheren ; when it is 
she alone who can give reality^ (in the most essential 
point at least) to the theoretical and brilliant plan^ 
wliieh make the Spanidi congress so exalted. How 
inany treasons^ surrenders;, assassinations^ pei^fidiea^ 
and convulsions, have not appeared in the revolution 
of Spain; these have passed by as the inseparably 
inisfortunes of circumstances, yet not one of tiie pro* 
vinces surrendered, or satisfied with the dominion of 
the French, has been treated like Venezuela; their 
conduct must however have been analyzed and cha« 
racterized according to reasons, motives^ and circum^ 
stances that dictated it; this must have been judged 
in cooformity to the rights of war^ and the sentiments 
of the iiation must ttave been pronounced^ accord- 
iB^ to the statemi^ts laid before it; but not one c£ 
il^em has. yet been declared traiterous, in r^belli^ 
and, unnaturalized as was Venezuela; for none of theDs , 
has beep created a; public commission of diplofi^ati^^ 
mutineers, to arm Spaniard againpit Spaniard^ to faa 
the flame of civil war, and to burn and delapidate 
all that cannot be held in the name of Ferdinand 
the seventh* America aloniBf, U . tondemtied to en«- 
dure the unheard of condition^ of being warjred ^poQj 
destroyed, and enslaved, with the very aids, she des- 
ired for the liberty and common felicity of the natioiL, 
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qtic se le hizo crcer fue parte por algunos mo- 
mentos. 

Parece que la indepetodencia de la America causa 
mas furor a la Espafia que la oppression estrangem 
que la amenaza^ al vef que contra ella se emplean cob. 
preferencia recursos qun no han merecido auu las 
Provincial que han aclamado al nuevo Rey. El ta- 
lenfp incendiaro y agitador de un Ministro del Con- 
«ejo de Indias^ no podia tener mas digno empleo que 
el de conquistar de nuevo a Venezuela con las armas 
de los Alfingers, y Weslc;rs * a pombre de un Rey 
eolocado en el trono^ contra las preten^iones de la fa;« 
milia del que arrendo estos paises a los Factored 
Alemanes. Baxo este nombre se rompen contra no-^ 
iBotros todos los diques de la iniquidad^ y se renuevan 
fos horrores de la conquista^ cuya memoria procura- 
tnes borrar generosamente de huesta posteridad : baxo 
este nombre se nos f rata con mas dureza que a los 
mismos que lo; han abandonado antes que nosotros : 
f baxo este sombre se quiere continuar el sistema de 
X d6minacfon Espafiola en Am^rica^ que ha sido ui|^ 
lebomeno politico^ aun de los tiempos de la realidad^ 
energia^ y vigor de la Monarquia Espafiola. i Y 
podra darse alguna ley que nos obligue a conscrvarle> 
y sufrir a nombre suyo el torrente de amarguras que 
^escargan sobre nosotros los que se dicen sus apodera- 
dos en la Peninsula ? Por Bfiedio de ellos ha logirado 
su P0mbre los tesorbs^, la obediencia y reconoctmiente 

' • Primctos iiranos de Venezuela, antorizados por Carlos V, j 
ff&vtoi^ioT^i de la g«errav civil imin i|uf primitiyps habitat©!. 
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^t^wbitik she was led to believe, for a few moments, 
that sh^ constituted part. 

It appears that the independence of Ameriea, 
creates more irritation to Spaii^ than the foreign op*' 
pression that*threatens her ; fof against her^ are pre* 
ferably employed^ measures that have not even been 
used against the very provinces^ that have proclaim* 
ed the new king. The incendiary and turbulent 
talent of a minister of the council of the Indies^ could 
not haye a mojre dignified employment^ than that of 
again conquering Venezuela^ with the same ar^ns as*' 
those of the Alfingers and th^ Weslers^^ ki the name 
of a kiBg placed on the throne, against the preten*^ 
8ion» of the family of him, who let out these pro* 
vinces to the German factors. Under this name^ all 
the sluices of iniquity are opened upon us, and the. 
horrors of the conquest are renewed, the remembrance, 
of whiich> we had generously endeavoured to blotoul; 
from our posterity ; under this name, we are treated, 
with more severity, than those who ab^Moidoned it be- 
fore we ^d ; and under this name, it is attempted tt^ 
continue the system of Spanish dominion in America . 
which has j^een held as a political phenomenon, evea 
in the times of the reality, energy, and vigour of i|ic, 
Spanish monarchy. And can their be found, any law. 
that obliges us to preserve it, and to sufier initsnan^' 
thetorr^it of distresses helped upon us^ by those who 
call themselves its.agents in the Peninsula? By their 

^* The fint tyrants of Venezuela, authorized by Charles V> attd 
the promoter! of eifil war amongst its pri«iitiTcij>habitants» 
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de las Americas; por medio pue^ de sii Ak^mo^ 
conducta en el exercicio de sus podeces ha perdido el 
nombre de Fernando toda consideracioii entre hobo* 
tros^ J debe ser abandonado para siempre.* 



,No contento el tirano de Borriquen* con hacerse 
Soberano para declararnos la gilerra> insultari^os y 
calumniarnos en sus insubstanciales^ rastreros y adu- 
ladores periodicos : nosatisfecho con haberse consti- 
tuido &1 carcelero gratuito de los Emisarios de paz y 
confed^acion, queje envio su companero Miyares 
desde el Castillo de Zaparas de Maracaybo, porque 
trastornaban los planes que ya tenia recibidos y acep- 
f ados de la Regencia y el nuevo Rey de Espana^ ea 
cambio de la Capitania General de Venezuela que 
CompT& barata a los Regentes : no creyendo bien re- 
compensados tan relevantes meritos con el honor de 
haber servido fielmente a sus Reyes; rob^ con la 
iiltima impudencia mas de cien mil p^sos de los cau-* 
dales publicos de Caracas^que se habian exnbarcado en 
la Fragata Fernando VII para comprar armamenta 
y ropa militar en Londres^ baxjo segtirds de aquella 
plaza; y para no dejar insul to por hacer , alego que 

* Ex qua yersonar quis lucrum capii, factum pras^tare teaetur.' 
: t Nombxc p|imitivo de Ja Isla .de Puerto Rkcr* 
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Hiaaiis^ Ttfais Yerj name obtained the treasupe, tl» 
obedience and admowledgemait of America ; and hj 
means o£ their flagitiqiis conduci after vards^ in the 
ex^cise of th^ powen;;^ the name of Ferdinand has 
lost every consideration amongst us, and conseqnentty 
6u^t to be abandoned for ever.t 

The tyrant of Borriqueh^f not content with create 
iag himself into a sovereign^ to declare War against 
uSy and Avith insultii^ and calumniating us in hw 
flimsy^ mean/ and flattering prints; not satisfied witll 
constituting himself into the gratuitous jail<keeper, 
of the iemksaries of peace and confederation^ sent to 
kirn by his comrade Miyares, from the castle ^ 
Zaparas de Maracaybo ; because they overturned tbt 
plans he had received and accepted from the Regency, 
add the new king of Spain^ in exchange for tho 
Captain Generalship of Venezuela, purchased at a 
cheap rate from the Regents ; not considering sv^d^ 
s)iperior merit sufficiently rewarded, with the honour 
of faithfully serving his kings, in the most bareface4 
manner^ plundered more than one hundred thousand 
4ollars of the pu1[)lic funds, belonging to Caraca^^ 
that had been embarked on board the ship Ferdinan(| 
l^e seventh^ in order to purchase stores' and militaryr 
i^lothing in London, where the insurance was efl^ctedj . 
and in order that his insult might be. the more csoii^r 

* Ex qua persona quis laonn capit, ej[us factum prsest^ire 
tenetur. 

.. • ■.. ^ ■.. 

t The primitiTe nsnc of the island of Puefto Rico, x 
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e! gobiemo Espatiol podqa oBalyersarU^^ qtl^la uk^ 
glaterra podria apropriarselos desconociendo nii^jra 
resolucioDj j que en ninguna parte debiau lii podiaii: 
estar mas seguros que ea sus nianos> m^otiados par 
medio de sus socios de comercio^ como en efecto Id 
fiieron etk Filadel^a>. para dar ciientas del capital 
quando conquistase Puerto Rico a Venezuela^ . se 
rindiese esta a la R^encia^ 6 yohiese Fernando YII 
fi reynar en E^pana : tales parecen los plazos qu^ se 
impuso a si mismo el Gobemador de Puerto Rico 
para dar cuenta 4e tan atroz y escandalosa depreda^ 
cion ; pero no es esto solo lo que ba hecbo este digno 
agente de la Regenciaen favor de los designios de suit 
comitentes. 



J^un.apesaf de tanto insuko^ de tanto robo^ y Ad 
ianta ingratitude permanecia ya[iezuela en su reso- 
lucion de no Tariar los principios que se propuso por- 
norma de su conducta : el acto sublime de su repfSsen^ 
tacion nacional^ se public6 k noi]|bre de Fernando 
VII :« baxo su autoridad fant&stica se soistenian todos 
los actos de niiestro gobiemo y admimstracion, qu& 
ninguna necesidad tenia ya de otro origen que el del 
Pueblo que la, habia-coDstituido : por las leycsy lo* 
codigos de la ESpafia^ se juzg6 una bo^rible f san«^ 
giiinaria eonspiracion de los Europeos^ y se infringie* 
fon estas para perdonarjes la yida^ poY no manchar 
con la sangre denuestros p^rfidos hermanos^ la filaa* 
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plete> he alleged, that the Spanish government might 
Waste and misapply them^ that England might appro** 
priatethemto her§elf» disowning our resolution; so 
that in no place they could^ or oUght ta be more se- 
cure than in his hands^ negociated by means of his 
])artners in tratde^ as in fact they were, in Philadel- 
phiai adding that account of the capital thereof, was 
to be given in, when Puerto Rico had cdnquered Ve-» 
nezuela, when the latter should deliver herself up to 
the R^ency, or whto Ferdinand VII. should return 
to reign in Spain* Such were the periods^ it appears, 
that the governor of Puerto Rico imposed upon him- 
self, to render in account of so atrocious and scanda- 
lous a depredation; but this is not all that this wor- 
thy agent of the Regency has done/ iti favour of the 
designs of his constituents. 

Notwithstanding so much insult^ robbery^ and in- 
gratitude, Veneztiela maintained her resolution not 
to vary the principles she had traced out for her con- 
duct^*^e sublime act of her national representation 
was proclaimed in the nime of Ferdinand YII. un* 
der his fantastical authority, all the acts of our go- 
vernment and administration were sustained, though 
they required no other origin than the people who 
had constituted them ; by the laws and regulations of 
Spain was judged a horrible and sanguinary conspi* 
racy of tibe Europeans, which were even infringed to 
save their lives, in order that the philanthropic me- 
mory of our revolution might not be stained with the 
blqod of our perfidious brethren; under the name of 
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tropica m^j^oris^ de tiuestra revalucicn : btxo el aom^ 
bre de Fernando^ e mterpouiendo los vinculos de la 
fraternidad yja patria, se proc«r6 ilustrar y reducir 
a los maodones de Coro j Maracajbo^ que teman 
separadosperfidamente denuestros intercses a niiestros 
bermanos del Occidente : baxoT los auspicios del in- 
teres f eciproco trmnfamos de la opresion de Barcelona: 
J basio estos mismos recpnquistareoios a Guayaijia 
9rrancada dos yeoes de nuestra c4)^nfederacion^ como 
lo eata Maracaybo^ contra el voto general de sua 
vecinos.. 

Pareeia que yano quedabauada que bacer paraia 
reeonciliacion de la Es^pana^ 6 para, la aatera y ab- 
soluta separacion de la America de un sistema d,e 
generosidad tan ruinosb y funesto como despreciado y 
. mal correspondido,; pero Venezuela quiso agotar 
tpdos los medios que estvviesen a su alcanc^ para 
que la justicia y la necesidad^ no le dezasen otro par- 
tidp de salud que el de la independencia que debio 
deelarar desde el 19 de Abril de 1810. Despues de 
haber r^itxdo a la s^isibilidad^ y no a la Tenganza 
las horrospsas escenas de Quito^ Pore y la Paz : des^ 
pues de baberse yisto apojada nuestra causa^^ con la 
uniformidad de sentimentos de Buenos Ajres^ Santa 
Fe, la Florida, Mexj^, Guatemala y Gbile;^ des-^ 
"pues de baber obtenido una garantia indirecta poc 
^rtfi Asi la Inglaterra: despues de lograr reimir a su 
causal Barcelona^, Merida y Truxiljo: despues de 
f)ir alabar su conducta por los bombres impareiales de 
la^Europa: despues de \er triupfar sus prind^iQ^ 
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l^etdoitd; aod bj tte ifiterpdsitioii of the tionds ^f 
fHtermty fflnd patriotisms eildeayours wei^ madt to 
infonn and reduce the iiiifierious mandatatiei of Ooro 
tod Matacajbo^ \>rho {Perfidiously kept separated 
from biir Interests; oiir biffeth^ea of the Wfefit; untdef 
tBe auspices of reciprdcal interest^ we triumphed over 
iheoppr^sive acts of BareefOna^ arid under the sarnie, 
we will reediiqtier ^uayana; t^ice snatched frdm out 
confederation^ as wis M^racayboV against th^ gene- 
ral wishes of its inhabitants. 

It would have s66med« that niching was tfow left t9 
l>e done for the r reconciliation of Spaiu; or for the ^- 
tire and absolute separation of America from such a 
system of gentrosity^ equally as ruinous and ealami"* 
ibusj as contemptible and ungratefUl : but Venezud- 
ia was desirotis of draining every meaas 1^ within 
^r reaehj in order that justice and necessity should 
lea"^ her no other safe alternative than that of indepen^ 
dence/ which ought to have been declared from the 
15th of July 1808> or fr^m th^ 19th of April 18ia 
After appeat&ig to sensibility^ and not to vengeance^ 
in the horrid scenes that occurred at Quitoi Pore, and 
lia Paz : after beholding our own Clause supported 
by the ainiformity of opinions in Buenos Ayres^ San* 
ta F^^ the Floridas^ Melico^ (Guatemala, raid Chili; 
lifted obtaiiiing ah indirect giaarantee on the part of 
England ; after hearing our cQdduct applauded by 
impartial meh in Europe } after seeing ^e sf^ne prin«^ 
eiples( triumpli from the Orinoko> as^ fiEtr as El Mag- 
dah»a; and fromXape Codera^ «» Dir u th« 
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de$de el Orlnoto: hasta el Magdalenai y desde cl 
Cabo Cbdera hast a los Andes^ tiene que endurar aue- 
Yos insultos^ antes que tomar el partido dolorosd de 
fomper para siempre con sus hermanosi 

Sin haber hecho Cfaracas otrar cosa qiie imitar a 
muchas Proy|n€ias de JBspafia^ j usar de los mismoft 

, clerechos que habia declarado en favor de ella y. de 
toda la Amelrica^ el Consejcf de Regencia : sin haber 
tenido en esta cpnducta otros designios que los que le 
inspiraba la suprema ley de la necesidad para no ser 
enyueltos en una suerte desconosida^ y relevar a los 
Regentes del trabajo de atender al gobierno de paises 
tan extensos como remotos^ quando ellos protestaban 
no atender sino a la guerra: sin hab^ rote la unidad 
£ integridad politica con la Espalia: sin haber des^ 
conocidOj como podia ydebia^ los caducos derechos 
de Fernando; lexos 4ie aplaudit por conyeniencia> 

*ya que no por gqnerosidad^ tan justa, necesariajj^ 
modesta resolucion; y sin dignarse contestar siquiera^ 
6 X i iuo l tf ii 3uicio dela nacion nuestras quexas y re- 
ekunaciones^ s^ la declara en estado de guerra^ se 
anuncia k sus habitantes como rebeldes^ y desnatura- 
lizadbs: se corta toda comunicacion con sus herma- 

'h6fi^. se priva de nuestro comercio a la Inglaterra: «e 
aprueba los excesos de Melendez^ y se le autoriza 
para ^dmeter quanto le sugiriese la malignidad de 

, cbrazoo^ por mas epuesto que fuese a la razon y justi-^ 
cia^como lo demuestra la 6rden de4 de Septiembre de 
1810^ desconocida por su monstruosidad aun entre Ids 

de6p6ta3^e Constantinopla y del Indostan ; y por no 
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Afltde»; We Imre still ta endure fresh inaiilts^ beforis 
vre fly to the painful extreme of breaking with our 
brethren for ever. 

Caracas, without haying done more than imitate 
many of the provinces of Spain; and used the same 
rights which the Council of Regency declared in her 
favour^ as well as that of all America; without hav- 
ing had in this conduct'j other designs tiian those in* 
spired by the supreme law of necessity not to be in- 
YoWed in an unknown fate^ and to relieye the Re- 
gents of the trouble of attending to the goternment 
of countries^ as well extensive as remote^ at the same 
time that they protested that they would attend to 
nothing but the war; without having torn asunder 
her Hmity and political integrity with Spain; with- 
out having £sowned^ as was possible and proper^ the 
lame rights of F^dinand; far from applauding for 
conveiiience, if not from sentiments of generosity^ so 
yast, necessary, and modest a resolution^ and without 
answering even^ or submitti 
the nation our complaipts an 
a state of war^ hex inhabitam 
and unnaturalized ; every c 
with her bredu'en ; England 

the excesses of Melendez are approved, and he is au-^ 
thorized ta commit whatever his malignity of heart 
may suggest to htm, however opposed to reason and 
justice, as is proved by the order of the 4Qi of Sqit. 
1610/ unheard offer its enormity, even amongst the 
despots of Consta«tinople or Indostan; and not tt 



Digitized 



by Google 



88 

faU»r isni apiee 4 Ids tramitei de 1^ eo^quistg^ se ei|-- 
Tia ]baxo el D^Qoibxede pac;ifieidar uci auieTa EncomeM^ 
dero^ que con muchas mas prerrogativas que lot ^n**- 
quistadpre^ y ppbladofes^ se apostase eii Fu^rtp Rico 
|>aca amena^ar^ robar^ piratear^ ahicin^r j amotiuar 
a.unos contra ptros^ k nombr^ de Fernando Y 11, 

Hasta entoncesliabian sido mii|i lehtos.los progcesos 
dci sistema de stibversioxiy^aiiarqula. y de^edacitm 
qua sepropuso la Regencia luego quasupo losmpvi- 
tnientos de Caracas ; pero trasladado yael foco princi-t. 
pal dcla guercaciTi]; mas cerca de nosotcos^ aclquirje^ 
rpn mas intensidad Ips sjubaltecnos^ y.se.multiplicaron 
loi inceiidios de. Us paj^ones^ y los esfuerzp& de lofr 
partidps que capitaneaban los paiidillps asalsi^ciados' 
por Co^aba^riay Melende^. De aqui la enetgia in- 
cendiaria qiie adquirio la efemeca sedi^iop. de Occi- 
dente: de aqi|i la discordia soplada^ de nueyo por 
IMiyares^ hinphadp.y ensoberTecidp con la imaginaria. 
Capitania General de Yene^^uela : de aqjtiii la san^e 
4^B[iecicana df rramada a npestro pesai: en lajs( arenai 
de Go9:o : de.aqui los robo9 y asedi,tiato8 come^idss en 
nuestcas i^pslas pojr Ip&pirajtas de hi |te^ncia: de^ 
aqui el miserable bloqiieo destiaa4p a seducir y cpm** 
looyer nuestras poblacipnes litorales : d^ aqui los in* 
sulto& heclios al payeUpn Jfgtes: de aqui la depaden- 
ciaidenuestro cpmercio^' de aqui las con|uracione8 
de.k)s, Vallfisde Arag^ua y Cumaoa : ^ aquji lahpr^i 
fMosa perfidia de (Gbiayanai y la d€|K>riacioilinsul« 
iialed^ sua Pjiroceres alas ma^mosini cb Puento BmQt 
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deviate in ihe least from the pl6ts 6f the conquest^ ft 
new Encbmendero is sent out under the name of.apa- 
citrcator^ who, with'ihore prerogatives than the coti- 
qiierors aad i^ttlers themselves was io take hi^ post in 
Puerto Rico, and thence to threaten, rob, pirate, 
deceive, excite civil disturbiances, and all in tlii 
toame of Ferdinand Vll. / 

Till then the progress of the system of subversion; 
anarchy, and depredation, which the Regency pro- 
posed to itself on hearing of thfe movements of 
Caracas, had been but slow, but the principal focus 
of the civil war, being transferred nearer to us, 
the subaltern agents acquired more strength; the 
i^es of the ^a^sions were multiplied, as well 
a5 flk> efforts of the parties directed by the 
chiefs hii'e4^by Cortavarria and Mellendeas. Henc€i 
originated the incendiary energy acijuired by the 
ephienieral sedition of the West ; hence the discord 
newly fanned by Miyarea, i^endered vain and arro- 
gant by the imagiiikry and premised 
ship of Venezuela; hence the An 
«pite of ourselves, spilt on ihe sandi 
the« robberies and assassinations c 
coasts by the pirates of the R^genc 
4serable blockade, intended to seduce and rise up our 
shote i$ettlements; hence the insults committed on the 
English flag ; hence ihe falling, off of our trade ; 
>enc,e t]^_ CQiiBpira^iei of the valHes. of Ara^a. affd 
Cumana; hence the horrid perfidy in Guyana, and 
the ibsulting deportation of its leading characters to 
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4^ iiqtii los generosos e imparciaks oficios del teconf • 
ciliacion^ interpuestos sinceramente por un Repres^iT 
tante del Gobierno Britanico en las Antillas^ j des* 
preciados por el pseudopaci^cador:^ de aqui> ^nal-. 
mentej todos los males^ todas lasatroqidadeS) y todos 
ios crimeDes que son y seran eternamente insepara\>le^ 
delos nombres de Cortabarria y Melendez en Vene- 
zuela^ y que ban impelido ^ su gobierno a ir mai - 
^lla de lo que se propuso al tomar a su cargo la suert^ 
de Tos que lo honraron^on su confianza. 



La mision de Cortabarria en el siglo 19^ compara^ 
do el estado de la Espana que ladecteto, y el de la 
America a quien se dirigia, demuestra basta que 
punto ciega el prestigib de laambicion a los que fun- 
^an en el einbrutecimiento de los Pueblos todo el 
origen de sii auioridad. Con este solo faiecho babria 
bastanfe para auiorizar nuestra conducta. El espiritu 
de Carlos V, la memoria de Corte&y Pizarro, y los 
itezuma y Atahualpa se reproducen in- 
to eh nuestra imaginacion^ al ver reno- 
lantados/ Pesquisidores^ y Encomai- 
^is^ que contando trescientos anos d^ 
ificios^ habia pron^tido ebntinuarlos^ 
dn otra condicion que la de ser libre^ para que la 



* Oficb del Ezemo. Sn AlmiraQte Coduraae^ kn la Seer«taria 
de Estado* ' ''.'•-: ; '• ' ^ '^ 
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Ac Moorish dungeoDS of Puerto Rico;* hence th& 
generous and impartial offices of reconciliation, sin^ 
cerely interposed by a representative of the British 
government in the Antilles^ atid rejected by the 
pseudo-pacificator ;f hence, in shorty all the evils, 
all the atrocities, and all the crimes; vrhich are^ and 
jcyer will be, inseparable to the names of Cortavarria 
and MelcndiBZ in Venezuela, and which have im- - 
pellf^d her goveriiment to go beyond what was pro- 
[i^osed^ when it took upop itself the fate of those who 
}ionoured it with their confidence. 

The mission of Cortavarria in the 19ih century, 
and the state of Spain who decreed it, compared with 
America, against whom it is directed, evinces, to what 
atk extreme the illusion of ambition blinds those, who 
on the depravation of the people, found all the ori<- 
gin of their authority. This act alone sufficed to 
authorize our conduct. The spirit of Charles V. 
the memory of Cortes and Pizarro, and the manes of 
Montezuma and Atahli^lpa, are involuntarily repro^ 
duced to our imagination, when we see the Addon-- 
t ados 9 FesquisidoreSy^'and Encomendoros^ renewed in 
a coiintry, which having endure4 SOO years • of sub- 
mission and sacrifices, had promised to continue in 
allegiance on the only condition of being free, in or- 

^ * These are dungeons constructed like those of Tunis and AI. 
giers. 

' f The official dispatch of Admiral Cochrane in the Secretary" 
rfStete'sOkce. 
t Offices peculiar to the first settlement of America* 
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i«q;^Ti(himi)re DO mancillase ^1 merito ;de Id. jl^Iidsttf^. 
La p]>oillj^o^tenci^escandalosar du iin hombre autofi^ 
«ado por eii,^obierno hitruso e ilegitimo, para qu^ 
eon el nombre insii^nie devPactficador despotizas^ 
atnetiDase^ robase, y(|wijj;^ colmo del ultrage) perdo* 
pBMe a un Pueblo noble, inooeix^e,^ pacifico, gcneroso 
y dueiio dc sus derechosj solo puoi§; creerse en el 
delirio impotente de uix^obiernO que tiraiii^ 4 • una 
QactOR^ desorganizada y aturdid)i con la horroii^^ 
tempeslad que descarga sobr^ ella ; pero como los- 
males de este desorden, y los abusos de aquella usur* 
p^ieion podrian creerse no imputables at Fernando re- 
oonoeida ya en Venezuela quando estaba impedido de 
rem^iar tanto kisulto^ taoto atentado^ y tanta Tio- 
|en€ia eometida en su nombre, creemos necesario re-* 
mcmtar al origen de sus derechos, para descender a la 
nulidad e invalidacion del generoso juramento CQtk 
que lbs bemos reconocido condicionalmente ; aunque 
t^iganios que violar, a huestro pesaiv, el esptfa* 
taRQo sijeneio que nos^hemos impuesto sobre todb Id 
que sea anterior a las jprnadas del ^seorial y d« 
Aranjuez. 



Es constante que la Americano pertenece^ pi puede' 
pertenecer flrl territorio, Espanol; pero tambien .V> es* 
que losderecbos que justa ainjustamentetenian a elbpr 
Ids BocboneS), iwn que fuesen heredttarioB^ no pDidiao , 
fer enagenados sin el consentimjento de los pueblos> y. 
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def ihat the circumstances of slarery, might not 
blemis)i the merit of fideKty. T|ie scandalous plent^ 
tudti of power confided to a man, authorized by atf 
jintrusiire and illegitimate government, that under the 
^nsultin^ same of pacificator, he might despotize, 
excite, rob^ and (to crown the insult) that he 
might offer pardon to a people, noble, innocent, 
tranquil, gep.erous, and masters of their own rights ; 
could only be credited in the impotent delirium of 
a government that tyranises over a nation disorgan- 
ized and stunned by the horrid tempest that over^ 
takes her; but as the ills of this disorder, and thcr 
abuses of such an usurpation might be considered 
as not impt^table to Ferdinand, already acknowledged 
in Venezuela, at the same tinoe that he was unable 
16 remedy so much insult, such excesses, and so much' 
violence committed in his namCj, we consider it ne- 
cessary tp remounttothe origin of these same rights, 
that we may then descend to the nullity and invalid' 
dity of the generous oath by which we condilionallf' 
acknpv«^ledged hiip; notwithstanding we have, in. 
spite of durselv^Sf^ / to violate \he spontaneous silence 
we had iniposed upon us, respecting every thing that 
was anterior to the transactions of £1 Escurial and 
Atanjuez. 

It is an evident |act, that America does pot belong, 
to the territory of ^Spain^ and it is moreover also true, 
|hat the rights which the Bourbons, justly or un- 
justly, had to it, notvrithstanding they were heredi- 
t^i'Jj could not be disposed of without the consent 
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particularmente de los de America^ que al elegir ei> 
tre la dinastia Francesa j Austriaca^ pudieron hacer 
en el siglo 17 lo que han hecho en el 19. LaBula de 
Alexandro VI, y los justos titulos que ale^o la casa 
de Austria en el codigo Americano, no tuvieron otro 
origen que el dereeho de conquista^ eedido parcial* 
mente a los conqtiistadores y pobladores por la ayuda 
queprestaban a la Corona para extender su domina- 
cion en America. Prescindiendo de la despoblacion 
del territorio^ del exterminio de log naturales, y de 1^ 
emigracion que sufrio la supuesta M etropolii parece 
que ^cabado el furor de conquista : satisfecha la sed 
de oro : declarado el equilibrio continental a fd^n/t 
de la Espafia con la yentajosa adquisicion de la Ame- 
rica: destruido y aniquilado e) gobierno feudal desde 
el reynado de los Borbones en Espana : y sofocado 
todo dereeho que no tubiese origen en las concesiones 
6 rescriptos del Principe^ quedaron suspensosde los 
suyos los conquistadores y pobladores. Demostrada 
que sea la caducidad e inyalidacion de los que se at- 
rogaron los Borbones, deben reviyir los titulos con 
que poseyeron estos paises los Americanos descendien- 
tes de los conquistadores; no en perjuicio de lof 
naturales y primitives proprietaries^ sine para igua- 
IsLxlofi en el goce de la libertad^ propriedad € indepen- 
dencia que han adquiridO;, conmasderecHp quelos 
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0f the people^ and particularly of those of Ameri- 
ca^ who/ on the election between the French and 
Austrian dynasties^ might have done in the 17th cen- 
tury^ what they have now done in the 19th. The 
bull of Alexander IV. and the just titles which the 
house of Austria alledged in the American code^ had 
no other origin, than the right of conquest, partially 
ceded to the conquerors and settlers, for the aid 
they had rendered to the crown in order to ex- 
tend its dominion in America. Without taking into 
consideration the depopulation of the country, the 
extermination of the natives, and the emigration 
whifch the supposed mother country sustained, it 
appears, that when the fury of conquest had ceasedj 
when the thirst for gold was satisfied; when the 
Continental equilibrium was declared in favour of 
Spain, by the advantageous acquisition of America ; 
the feudal government destroyed and rooted up 
from the* time of the reign of the Bourbons in 
Spain, and every right extinct that did not origi- 
nate in the new concessions or mandates of the 
prince, the conquerors and settlers then became ab- 
solved of thdrs. As soon as the lameness and 
invalidity of the rights arrogated to themselves by . 
the Bourbons, is demonstrated; the titles by which the 
Americans> descendents of the conquerors, possessed 
these countries, revive; not in detriment to the na- 
tives and primitive proprietors* but to equalise 
them in the enjoyment of liberty, property, and in-i 
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Berbones, y qualquiera otro i. quien ellon Iiftjrirf 
cedido la America^ sin constetimieDto de los Aine* 
ricanes, sefiores natiira}«rdeeila« 

Que la Atnericatie peTteneceal terfitorio EspalioH 
es UH principio de derceho natural^ y una ley del dere^ 
cbo pasitiva. Ninguno de los titulos juslh^s 6 injus^ 
tos que extsten de su servidumbre^ puede aplicarse a 
Io& Espanoles de Europa ; y toda la liberalidad de 
Alexaudro VI. bo pudo hacer otra cosa que declare 
4 lo9 Reyes Austriacos promovedores de la fe, para 
ballar un derecho preternatural con que hacerlot 
Sefiores de la America. -Ni el titulo de Metr^oU^ 
m la prerrogativa de Madre Patria pudo ser jaina» 
Jiyfi origeh de Segorio para la PeHiusula de E^afia: 
el primero lo perdio desde que salio de ella y reminci6 
sus. derecho» iel Monarca tolerado por los Am^ica- 
aes: y la segunda fue siempre im abuso^ eacaudalosv 
de voces, ^omo el de llamar felicidad a ouestra escla« 
Titud^ protectores de ladios alos Fiscales, 6 hijos k 
los Americanos siu dereeho ni dignidad civih Por i^ 
solo becho de pasar los bombres de un pais a otro para 
poblarlo^ no adquieren propriedad los que no aban^ 
diman sus hogares, ni se exponen a lasfatigasinse^pap-* . 
tables de la emigracion ; los que conquistan y adquie^ 
nen la posesion del pais cop su trabajo^ industriay cut* 
tivo y enlace con los naturalea de el, son los que 
tienen un derecbo preferente a conservarlo y trans^ 
mttirio a sa posteridad nacida en aqiiel territorio.; f 
st^lsuelo dondi^ naee el bombte fuesie nn orij^n ds , 
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dependences which they always held by a right 
stronger than that of the Bourbons^ or of any othera 
to ivhom they may have, ceded America^ without the 
consent of the Americans^ its natural owners. ^ 

That America does not be][ortg to the territory of 
Spain^ is a principle of natural^ and a law of posi- 
tive right. No title/ just or unjust, which exists of 
her slavery, can apply to' the Spaniards of Europe; 
aind all the liberality of Alexander TI^ could not do 
more, than declare the Austrian kings promoters of 
the faithy in order to. find out for them a preternatu- 
ral right, whereby to make them Lords of America. 
Neither the pre-emihence of the parent state, nor the 
prerogative of the mother country, could at- any time 
ground the origin of I^ordship on the part of Spain. 
The first was lost, from the time .that the monarchy 
aknowledged by the Americans, left the country and 
renounced his rights, and the second always amount* 
ted to nothing more than a scandalous abuse of 
i^ords; as was that of calling our slavery, felicity: 
tfart of saying the fiscals were the protectors of the 
^ Indians ; and that the sons of Americans were divest* 
ed of every right and civil dignity. By the mere act 
of men passing from one country to another to s6ttl^ 
-it, thdse who do not leaveHheir homes, acquire no 
property, nor do they expose themselves to the hard- 
ships inseparable to emigration. Th(>se who conquer 
und obtain possession of a country by means of thehr 
labour, industry, cultivation, and connection vnih 
the natives thereof, are they who have a preferable 
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la Soberania^ 6 un titulo de adquisiciobi seria ttt 
Yoluntad general de los pueblos^ y la suerte del 
genero humano^ una cosa apegada a la tierra com</ 
los arboles^ mx)ntes> rios y lagos. ' 



Jamas pudo ser taippoco un titulo de propi^daii 
para el restp de un pueblo^ el baber pasado a otro unft 
parte de el para poblarlo ; por este derecbo perteoe-r 
ceria la Espafia a los Fenicios 6 sus descendientes^ jr 
a los Cartaginescs doj[ide quiera que se hallaseii ;* y, 
todas la$ naciones de la E.uropa tendrian que mudar 
d^ domicilio para restable^er el raro detecho territo* 
rial^ tan precajrio como las necesidades y el capricho 
de los bombres. £1 abuso moral de la materuidad 
dela l^spaiia con respecto a la America^ es aun todar 
via mas iasignificante:, bien sabidp es^ que en eL 
or den natural esdel deber del padre emancipar al 
hijo^ quando saliendo.de la minoridad pued^e hacer 
uso de sus fuerzas y su ri^zon para pro veer a su sub^ 
sistencia; y que €[s del derecho del bijo hacerlo^ quan:^ 
do la crueldad 6 disipacion del. padre 6 tutor, com-' 
prbmeten su suerte^ ,6 exponeu su partrimonio a segf 
presa de un codicioso 6 im usurpador : comparease^ 
baxo estos principios los, trescientos anos de.niiestra 
fiUaciost coil la Espana ; y aun quando se prpba^f.. 



'* Eo «iia parida4^-no se entra en las disputas de bf»tornt' 
priioitiTa. ^ 
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ri'glit to preserve it and transmit it to tlieir posterity 
bof n therein ; for if ,the country where one is lyorn^ 
were considered as an origin of 8overeignty> or a 
title of acquisition/ the general will of ndtions^ and* 
tirt fate of the human race^ would tlien be riveted 
to the soil^ in like mantfsr lu( are tbetreto/ Inoun^ 
tains^ rivers and la^Les. 

Neither could it ever be Consider M as a title of 

pi^operty io the rest of a nation^ for oile part therecrf 

to have past over to another^ country to settle it ; ^t , 

bj a ri^ of this nature^ Spain herself would belong 

to* the Pboenibians^ their descendants^ or to the Par-* 

tiragenians; wherever they may be found* ; even the 

wbole of the nations of Europe, would have to 

change their abodes i6 make room and re-establish so 

siivgular a territorial right j home would then be- 

ctfme as precarious ak are the wants and caprices of 

men. The moral abuse of the maternity of Spain> 

with regard io America^ i^ still more insigiifificant^ 

for it is well known, thait in the )aatural order of 

things, it is the duty of the fkther to emancipate fait 

sod, tfs soon 1^ getting out of his- minority, he ii^ 

able^to usehis strength and reason to pr(iivide for hisf 

oim subsistence; and also, that it is the duty of the 

s<ki to emancipate himself, whenever the cruelty or 

extravagance of the father or tutor endanger his well- 

b^ing, or expose bis patrimpuy to be the prey of ^ 

miser or an usurper. Under these principles, let a 

* In this comparison^ no notice is taken of the disputes respect-^ 
fctg primitive history. 
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que ella fuc: miestra; madre^ restaria aun por proba 
que nosotros somi]^5 todaTia su^ hijps menores 6 pu 
pilos. 



Quando ta Espana ba revacado en duda los dere^ 
chos de les Borbones y de qualquiera otra dinastia^ 
pnica fuente^ aunque no rouy clara^ del dominio Es- 
pafiol.en America^ parecia que estaban los Amiferica- 
nos relevados de alegar razones |)ara destruir uno» 
principios caducos ya en su origen ; mas como pucd« 
hacerse cargo a Veiiezuela del jurainento condicional 
con que reconocio a Fernando VII el Cuerpo Re- 
presentatiyo que ba declarado su independencia de 
toda Soberania extrana^no quiere este augusto Cuerpo 
dexar nada al escrupulo de las conciencias, a los presti- 
gios de la ignorancia^ y a la malicia de la ambicion 
resentida^ con que desacreditar^ calumniar y debili- 
tar una resplucion tomada con la niadurez y detenir 
miento proprios de su importancia y trascendencia. 

Sabido es que el juramentp promisorio de que 
tratamos} no es qtra cosa que un vinculo accesorio, 
que supone siempre la validacion y legitimidad del 
contrato que por el se ratifica : quando en el contrato 
no hay hingun tIcIo que lo haga nulo 6 ilegitiipo> 
basta esto para creer que Dios invocado por el jura- 
mento, no rehusara sei' testigo y garante del cum- 
plimiento de nuestras promesas ; por que la obliga- 
tion de cumplirlas^ esta fundada sobre una maxima 
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bonlp^nson be made of the three hundred jears of 
bur filiation to ^pain ; and even when it should be 
proved that ^he Was our mother^ it would still re-^ 
Inain to be proved, that we are yet her minors or 
pupils. 

At any period, when Spain has entertained any 
doubt of the rights of tKe Bourbons, or of any other 
dynasty, the only soiirCe, and that not very clear, of 
the Spanish dominion in America ; it appeared as if 
Ihe Americans were excluded from alleging any 
reasons that might destroy such claims, doubtful 
from their very origin ; but as Venezuela may be 
hereafter reproached for the conditional oath by 
which the representative body that now declares its 
independence of every other foreign ^ower, pre- 
viously acknowledged Ferdinand Vllth ; this same 
August body feels anxious that no .handle should be 
left for the scruples of conscience, for the illusions 
of ignorance, and for the inalice of wounded ambi- 
tion, whereby to discredit, calumniate, aid weaken 
a resolution, taken with a maturity and deliberation 
suitable to its magnitude and importance. 

It is well knpwn, that the promissory oath iij 
question, is no more than an acceissory bond, which 
Silways pre-l^upposes ^ validity and legitimacy of 
the contract ratified by t^ same. "When in the 
contract, there is no vice which may render it null 
and illegitimate^ it is, that we believe, that God 
invoked by an oath, will not then refuse to witness 
and guarantee the fulfilment of our promises, ^be*- 

h2 
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^yi^pi^ 3e U l^y na^r;gil[, i^tituida pox el diviu^ 
^ptor< Jamg^s pocjUa Dioa sei: g^rante 4e w4^ cjn?^ 
np sea obligaioifio en el 6rdeu n^.tujr4l> ai pue^^ 
si^ppnerse que acepte coutrato a^guoo que 9e ppoo^ 
a las lejes que el mismo ha establecido para la fieliQir 
d^4 del geflero humano. Seria msultajr- au s^bid^tp^ia, 
creei; que pu^de ptrestarsf a nu^stros votQ^ qui^v^ 
t^>s plugft iptef ppner su diyioQ nombre en UB cqot^ai^ 
qu^, ^hoque co^ttB. nuestrfi liberta4> uo^ep QJfigtai 4e 
la moralida^ de nuestras accionea : sei;C)^;^t^ ^P9?^f 
c^pn indicaria, qu^ Diosi tenia algup intere^ ea mnltir 
p^licar nuestros deberes^ ea perjuici^q de H lib^xtad 
^i^ti^ral; poi^ aiejij(iQ de estos ci^proxuisoa. Aua 
qys^ndo el ju/^^t^ipi^to afiadiese nueya^ pbIig^io|| i h 
del cootra^Q solemtuzado ppr el, ifi^nipre^seiua 1^ 
luiUdad del uuo ifisepeirable ^e la nutid^^ del otra; 7. 
sijel qi^ yioH an cputrato jura^Q es criniiodr) j digiK^ 
^ecastigp; espoxque ha qu^brantado la bu^i^^f^ 
uificQ lazp d^ la a^ied^; sin que el pei^itxio hag^ 
Qtm epsa que aumei^^x el delito, y agx^yax la pea% 
La ley natural que nos pbliga a cump^r ni^estxc^ 
promesas^ y^la diTi^ que no$ prphilwe, i^nv^p^iur ^l lUWi^ 
bxede Dies en yaiip^ upalter^n en na^ IsLn^kt^uraleza 
d^ h^ oblig^c^pnes cpntx^d^ baxp los pfipctps simuh 
t^neo^ e.in^eperables d^ amba;S leyes^ de mo^o qi^^ I^ 
in&i^xi^ de la una^ $iq)(uie aiempre la infxaccioA 4^ 
h^ otxa. Pafa nu^^o ^^^9 biea t<nnaif i 
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fedtisfe tlie bWilgifion to comply with thiem, is founded 
6A kti (gtidfefat tnaxftii 6f the natural law, institutfea 
by flie 15ifhle Authbr. God can ^t no timegh&- 
fantbe any thiiig;, tfiiiat is not binding in the hatutal 
order p^ thihgs, nor can it b^ isi)|)po^ed hfe will ac- 
cept tf any contract, opposed to those tety laws he 
hirii^etfhis estSLMishfed, for the felicity of the human 
rMt\ II woiild be.to insult his wisdbm, to beliere, 
£li6.t life is enable of listening to our tows, when we 
iriiplor^ Ills divine concurrence to a. contract, that 
clashes without o^vn liberty, {he only origin of the 
morality of our actions ; such a supposition woiilft 
iddicate, "that God had an interest in multiplying our 
Stiiies, ill ^I'ejndice to natural liberty, by mbans of 
i^Uch agreeriafents. Eri^ft when the oath were to adii 
Any iaew o1)lig^tion Ito that of the contract thereby 
ddiiflfrmed, the nullity of the one, Woiild at all tinies 
,Bfe Itt^ejfmkbie to the nullity of the otfiet; arid if hd 
*hb tioUtefe k s\^orn contract, is criminal and Wor-^ 
thy of punishment, it is, because lie has violated good 
Mih, the ciiily bond of society; without the pet- 
jury flbing more than serving to increase the crime, 
diid to d^gravate the punishment. That natural law 
^hich Obliges us to fulfil our promises, and that 
divihfe one which forbids us to invoke, the nairie of 
Gdd in vain, do not in any ttifenher alter the nature 
Of 4he^ obligations contracted under the simultaneoys 
and inseparable effects of both laws; so that the 
mfraciion of the one, ^ supposes the infractiQU of the 
o&to. For our own goddy we call cm ©odtowit*- 
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|K)r testigo de nucstras ppomesa$, y quando creemOif 
quepuede salirgarante de ellas, y vengar su Tiolacionj 
es splo porque nada ticne en si el contrato capaz de 
iiacerlp invalido^ ilicito^ indigno, 6 contrario a Is^ 
eterna justicia del arbitro supremo^ a quien lo some- 
temos, ' Baxo estos principios debe analizarse el jura- 
mento condieional con que el CongresQ de Venezuela 
ia prometidd ionservar los derechos que legitima- 
mente tuviese Fernando VII ; sin atribuirle ninguno 
que siendo contrario a la libertad de sus Pueblos, 
invalidase por lo mismo el -contrato, y anulase el 
juramento. 

'. Hemos visto, al fin^ que a iinpulsos de la con- 
ducta de los gobiernos de EspaBa, ban llegado los 
Venezolanos i conocer la ilulidad en que cayeroi^ 
los toicrados derecbos de JPernando por las jornadas 
del Escorial y Aranjuez, y ^os de toda su casa por 
las cesiones y abdicaciones de B^yona : de la demos- 
tracioh de esta yerdadj, nace como un corolario la 
nulidad de un Juramento que^ ademas de condieional^ 
no pudo jamas subsistir inas alia del contrato a que 
fue anadido como vinculo acccsorio. Conseryar los 
derechos de Fernando, fue* lo unico que prometio 
Caracas el 19 de Abril, quando ignoraba aun si los 
habia perdido*; y quando aunque los conservase 
con respecto & la Espafia, quedaba todayia por de- 

* Jadicio. caret juramenlum incautnm. Div. Tom. 22, p. 89. 
art. 3. SI T<ero sit quidera posslbile fieri ; sfd fieri non debeat^ vel 
quia est per se mal^m, vel quia est boni impedid^m, tunc jura- 
intoto deesi juatiUa, et ideo nan esjt serra^^dum, Quest, cit. ^rt.f^« 
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tiess our promises^ and whefii we believe tli at 4ie can 
• ^oanantee them arid avenge their violation, it is 
aloae^ because the contract has nothing in itsdf ca- 
pable of rendering it invalid^ illicit, unworthy of, or 
contrary to^ the eternal justice of the Supreme Arbi- 
ter> to whom we submit it. Under these princi- 
ples it Js that we are to anal^-^e the conditional oath 
-by wjhich the Congress of Venezuela has promiiic^jl to 
preserve the rights legally held by Ferdinand VII. 
without attributing, to it any other, which, being 
contrary to the liberty of the people, would of conse- 
quence invalidate the contract, and aimul the oath. 

We have at length seen, that, impelled by the 
conduct of the governments of Spain, the people of 
Venezuela became sensible of the circumstances, by 
which the tolerated rights of Ferdinand VII. jvere 
rendered void in consequence of the transactions of 
El Escurial aiid Aranjuez ; as well as those of all 
his house, by the cessions and abdications made at 
; Bayoiinq ; and from th,e demonstration of this truth, 
' follows, as a corollary, the invalidity- of an oath, 
^ which, besides being conditional, could not subsist 
^eyond the contract to which it was added, as an 
•accessory bond. To preserve the rights of Ferdi- 
nand, was all that Caracas promised on the 19th of 
April, at a time she was ignorant he had lost tfaem^ ^ 

^Jadicio caret juramentum incautum* Div. Tom. S2 p.Sd. 
•Art| 3. Si vera sit ^ttidem possibile fied ; sed fieri nbn debeat, vel 
quia est per se ii)$lam, vel quia e«t boni impeditivum, tuncjurs- 
.fnepto deest justitiA, eti^l^DbnegtservaDduhi. Quest, citisvrtff 
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(iaostntr si podm Ceder p^ir qHos la Ameritn k otfUt 
diit^tia> sill ^n cbnBentimiento. t^as Boticias que 
^peSar de la opresioo y ^aspicacia &e lasintrusoft go-* 
bi<^tJios de Ei^ajSa^ ha.adquirido Venezuela de la. 
cc^dueta de los Bor bones, j log efeetos funestos que 
jba a tener en .An^^ica. esta condiieta^ ban* forinado 
lin cuerpb de jpcuebas irriefragahleaij de que n^ ienf- 
endo Fernando Bingund^redio^ debid ewiwATy y ca- 
.duq6 la con^erradiii^ia qtie le prbmeti^ Veuezuelily 
*y ^1 juraiijeato .que* sQlenlhizd iesta [urbnilesaf; Dfe- 
ii^ priiQerja. parte. del.asertOj» es coQseqaelicia legittttia 
H ))]^tidad de ia segunda. V v ; 



Niel Escoidalj ni Araiijuez^ ni Bayo.aa^ fqerop 

Jos primero& te^tros de^ las transaccion^s Hjue despd- 

Jaron It Ipf Bofbones de sus der^bos jsobfe la Ana^^ 

vtica. Ya se bajjian queb(raEytado efi Basiteaj^ 6n 1^ 

.Corte de Espafia^ las leyes fu^^meptaks de la domi- 

nacioii Espafiola en estos^ pj^ises*. Co^^do^ IV. 

' cediA cQntr£^ una de elWj' la Iskdfe Santo Do- 

mingp a Isf Praacia^ j en?^^^ h I^igi^im en oi)- 

sequio de esta Nacion extrangera; y estas ihauditak 

- f JiHrnbm in inerithte, eif in jedicio, etio jQsH^a. Jeir'em. Cap. 4\ 

J Tntado'tSe Bafika de 15.de Jilib de i7tf5. - * - ^ 
' ^ L^l. % 1^ de laReoopH; de Iu'dias. , .* 
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«^d ^even' it hs retained tbeni:, witti regard io Spaiif^ ' 

if i«em6ii^ i6 be prored^ whether^ by virtue of tbt 

^fiiBe, he was able to cede America io aaother Ay^ 

aasttj/ vritbout hfer own coni^nt« 'the advices> 

vlath in ipite of the oppressidtr and cunning of tb<^ 

.intru^LTe-goyeiisiD^its of Spain,, Vene^suela was en^- 

atiled to ofbtain of ihe >condu4?t 6f tbe Bourbons^ ,aiid 

ibe iaikl effects the same was about to etit^l on Ame^ 

witUj kaye constitoted k bddy 0f irrefragable proof^^ 

etincuig^, that as Ferdinatid no longer retained any 

«gltt^ tte presertation tbereof^ wbich Venezuela 

promised^ )a»W)ell ak the onth by which *e confirmed 

' ihii promise^ conseq^iently are^ and ought to be don^ 

•Bwftyi* Of the first part of the position^ the nullity 

of ifae i^'ctod^ becomes a legitimate coinseq^ence. 

But neither the Escuria^ Aranjqez, or^ Bayondi 
rweJre the fiirsttiieatres of the transactions^ which de^ 
prired the Bourbons of their rights to America. AI^ 
i^eady in Basil and in the court of jSpain^ the funda^ 
iliien^liaws 5>f the Spanish dominion in these coun-*- 
4ries, had been broken thi?ough.f Charles I V^ con?^ . 
. irary io one of thein^ceded the island ojf St. Domingo 
io France^l and disposed of Louisiana to the same 
jforeign power; which unheard oC and scandajous in- 

. f Jmabi^ ig yerkate^ et ip judicio, et ia jtisticia* Jerem. 

+ The treaty of Basil made on the 15th July 1795, ifid by 
whidL Oedoy obtained the title of PritKt^ of Peace* 

:|: Law i, Tit. l, of the Recopil de Indias. 
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y escandalosas infracciones autorizaron k los Ame- 
ricanos contra quienes se conietieron> y>a toda la 
posteridad del pueblo Colombiano para separarse dc 
la obe^iencia y juramento que tenia prestado k la 
corona de Castilla^ como tuvo derecho para protestar 
xontra el peligro inminente que amenazaba a la in- 
tegridadde la monarquia en ambos mundos^ la in* 
troduccioli de las tropas Francesas en Espafia antes de 
la Jornada de Bayona; llamadas sin duda por alguna 
de las faeciones Borbonicas^ para usurpar la sober 
rania national a favor de nn intruso^ de uh i^tran- 
gero^ b de un traydor; pero estando estos sucesos 
del lado de alia de la linea que.hemos .dcixiarcado a . 
nnestras razpnes^ bolveremos a pasarla para entrar 
en las que ban autprizado nue^ra cdn^ueia d^sde d 
alio de 1808. 

Todos conocen el suceso del Escorial eh 1807 ; 
pero quiza habra quien ignore los efectos naturalesde 
semejante suceso. No es nuestro ainimo enti^ar a averir 
guar el origen de la discordia introducida en la casa 
y familia de Carlos IV. ; atrybuyensela reciproea- 
mente la Inglaterray la Francia; y ambos gobiernos 
tienea at^usadores y defensores : tampoco es de nuestro 
proposito el casamiento ajustado entre Fernando y la 
entenada de Bonaparte : la paz de Tilsit ; las confe- 
rencias de Erfuhrt : el tratado secreto de S. CIou4'. 
y la emigracion de la casa de Bfaganza al Brazil. 
Lo cierto y lo propio de nosotros, es que por la Jor- 
nada del Escorial^ qued6 Fernando seplimo decla- 
r^dd traydor contra su padre Carlos ly. Cicii 
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, jfrs^^tioIlS/ authorized the j^mericans, against whom . 

. they were committed^ as well as the whole of the 

, Columbian people^ to separate from the obedience 

and lay aside the Oath, by which they had bound them* 

pelves to the crown of Castile, in like manner, a$ they 

. >¥ere Jentitl^d to protest against the eminent dang^^ 

which threatened the integrity of the monarchy in 

.^ both worlds, by the introduction of French ti'oops 

. ^to Spain, previous to the transactions of Bayona; 

iuTited theire, po doubt, by ope of the Bourbon 

factipnSy in order to usurp the national soyereigaty 

in favour of an intruder, a foreigner, or a traitor; 

but as these events are prior to the period we have 

fixed for our discussion, we will return to treat of 

those which have authorized our conducts since the 

Every one is aware of the occurrences which hap- 
pened at the Escurial, in 1807, but perhaps every 
one is not acquainted with the natural effects of these 
event§. It is not our intention here to enter into the 
discovei:y of the origin of the discord that existed in 
the family, of Charles IV. let England and France^ 
attribute it to themselves, both governments have 
their accusers and defenders; neither is it to our 
purpose to notice the marriage agreed on between 
Ferdinand and the daughter-in law of Buonaparte, 
the peace of Tilsit, the conferences at Erfuhrt, the 
secret treaty of St. Cloud, and the emigration of the 
house of Braganza to the Brazils. What most ma- 
. terially concerns us^ is, that by the transactions of 
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pimnas y cfen prensaR piiblicarbn i,'ta j^itm^o iptii 

fttbbos fflundos su perfidia^ yt\ perdMi que 4 istis 

TQf gos le concedio sii padlre ; ^o ieste perdon t^mio 

ktrifaato de la voberania y d6 )a Utitorid^ piteiHbk^ 

rekt6 «I liijo unicamente dfe li pcna corpbi-al ; el 

Hey ^ padre no tuvo faenliad pata dispedsarlcia 

'tnfbznia«yla inl^ablKdad que las ley^s cpbstituddtia)^ 

de Es^atta imptMidti til iraydor, no solo para obteotr 

''!a 8%fatdad R'eal> pero iii au^ el uHimo de Ids cdt^s 

y crti^leos civiles. ^Feriiando no jJudo sfcr jamas ftdy 

4e E^palia^ ni de las Indias. t 



A esta'condicion" quedo rediicido el hcf edero ^ la 
Coroiia,^ hasta el mes de Marzo de 1808, ijQe lik!- 
'fendose la Corte eii AranjiieZi se i'^duxo po^loS ^ar- 
ciales de Fernando k msurre'ccion y mdtiti, fel ^tj^ 
eclo rrustrado en e\ fescoridl, La'eXfi«peracion ptlB- 
Hca contra el ministefio de Godby, isirVi& deprfetei- 
to a la faccion de Fernando^ pat&. coiivertir indrret^- 
tameiite en provechb de la nacibn lO qtle ^*e ^cxAb, 
fal Yezj, ]i)axb otrOs desigAios^ El hab'er tis^b 4^ & 
fuerza cbrifra sii padris: el no b^btir^ vatidb fte ta 
siiplica y el conveiicfmientb : el liabe^ akiotka^O il 
jpiieblo : el haberlb feunido al lirelite 4el palStcio |i4f» 
sbrprehenderlo, arrastrar al minii^tro, jr foirzat al Rcy 
a abdica'r la eorona ; lejbs die datl'e defeeho & ella, no 
tizb ihas que auriientar ^u fcriifaeti, ^agrktat su trai- 
ciori^ y coiisumaf 'su inbabilidad para snbir &*im tr^- 
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El |fi^i|ri|lrf^^F4ittend Vn. ya*' deeUfed a liatlof 
agaiB&t Mil ikUm, C^rii^s IV. A buodtJed .^pms, 
and a bui^di^d presfiie^ puUf9lie4 lit ^ t^ aamie tiise in 
tjolb w4)*rW9, hfei p^^fidy, mi the pardoa Mrhicfa a*: 
his pfay«r> wAs granted to^ him by hi» falher^ b^t 
tbiis^^ |M|rd^ii/9 dft llttdblt# i)f tbe savei^e^at}^ and pS 
p^roai aiK^rlt^^ ^i4y ^ibsolved <M son from eor- 
ppral {Miaysu^nt; the kwg ht$ father, Imd oo po>»ser 
to;fi^ bini €ecnti Iher rafemip^ aiid ihability^ whieh the 
ectistitiitiQial^iiwi ofi Spaitt impose on the traitor^ 
11^ litdy^ biBd^bim from obtainiag th%r<i^al dig^ 
nity, hn^ ^Yen the lowest office or civil employmait. * 
j^i^difi^pd^ tbeMfimcf^ Qerer could be kii^ of Spa^n^ 
ar^tbelodiea. - : 

: fo this cottdkicm 4be beir of ihe cr^^mi^i^ained 
reduced, till the moath of March, 1808/ wheiH 
whilst the court was aj; Aranjuez, the project frus- 
trated at the Escurial was converted into insulrrec- 
tion and open mutiny, hy the friends of Ferdinand. 
The public exasperation against tbe ministry of Go-- 
doy:,served as^ iGt.pretett to tbe faction of Ferdinand ,a,nd 
as a plea inditectly to* convert into the good of the 
iiaMoii> >vi^bat was perhaps calculated under other ^e- 
^i|iis. l^he fact of usingv. force against his father;' 
bis not rathet jfecuiring to supplicatitin and- con- 
vincing arguments * bis having excited mutiny 
on the part of the people ; his having asssembled^ 
Ibem itt fifont of tie. ipalace in order to surpriser 
i1^ to insult the minister^ an^ force the kii^ 
to abdicate bis^ crown; feir from giving him an^jT 
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no desdcupudo por la violencia^ la perfidia y las i^ii^^ 
cionesi. Carlos IV. ultrajado, desobedecido y amena* 
zado con la fuer^^a^ ho ttlbo Otro partido favorable a ' 
«u decoro y &u \etigantSLj qUe emigrar a Francia para 
implorar la proteccion de Bonaparte^ a faVorde sti 
dignidad real ofendida. Baxo la nulidad de la re^ 
nuDcia de Aranjuez^ se jtihtan en Bayona todos los; 
Borbones^ atraidos contra la yoluntad de los pueblos^ 
acuyasalud prefirieron ^us resentimientod particu- 
' lares: aprovechose de ellos el Emperadoi", de los 
Franceses^ j quando tuvo baxo sus armas y sta ihfluxo : 
a toda la f^milia de Fernando^ con vario$ proceres 
Espanoles y siqilentes por Disputados en Cortes, 
hizo qiie aquel restiiuyese la corona a su padre, y que 
esite la renunciase eii ^1 Emperador, para traslieidarla 
en seguida a su hermano Jose Bonaparte; 



Ignoraba todo esto, 6 sabjalo muy por encima Ve-^ 
nezuela, quando Uegaron a Caracas los emisarios del 
nuevo Rey. La inocencia de Fernando en contra-; 
posicion de la iosolencia y despotismo del fayorito^ 
Godoyi fue el movil de su conducta^ y lu norma dte 
la de las autoridades vacilantes el 15 Julio de 1808; 
y entre la alternativa de entregarse a. una Potencia 
extrai&a> 6 de ser fiel a un Rey que aparecia desgra^ 
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title to it; only teiided to increase his crime, to ag-o 
gradate his treachery, and complete his inability to 
ascend the throne, vacated by means of violence; 
perfidy* and factions: Charles IV. outraged, dis- 
obeyed, and t^reis^tened with force, had no other 
alternative kft him, suitable to his decorum, and fjEt^ 
voiarable to his vengeance ; than to emigrate t» 
France to implore the protection of Buonaparte, in 
favour of his offended royal dignity. Under the 
nullity of the abdications of Aranjiiez, all the Bour- 
bons assemble in B^Eiyona, carried there a^^ainst the 
will of the people, to whose safety they preferred 
their owA particular resentments ; the Emperor of 
the French, took advantage of them, and when he 
held under his controul, and within his influence^ the 
whole family of Ferdinand, as well as several of the 
first Spailish dignitaries and substitutes for dq)ufies 
in the Cortes ; he caused the son to restore the crown . 
to his father^ and the latter then to make it over to 
him the Emperor, in order that he might afterwards 
confer it on his l)rother Joseph Napoleon. 

Venezuela was ignorant of all this, or at least on- 
ly knew it partially, when the emissaries of the new 
king reached Caracas. The innocence of Ferdi- 
nand, compared with ths Insolence and despotism of 
the favourite Godoy, impelled and directed her con- 
duct, when the local ^iithorities wavered on the 15th 
of July, 1808; and being .left to choose between the 
alternative of delivering herself up to a foreign 
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ciado y perseguido^ triunfo la iguofaiicia fl^ loft sti- 
cesos del verda4ero intcres de la patrU^ jr ftie^ rwo- 
nacido Ferii^ndo^ creyendo que nvauteaida por* este 
medio la unidad de la nacion, se salvaria de la opre-: 
sion que la ameiiazaba/ j se rescstaria nn Key de 
cuyas virtudes^" sabiduria y dercchos estabamos^fat^ 
^ameiite procupados. Menos que ejslto ajeceaitabia 
lofi q^ue coutaban <;on tmestra bueiia fe para oprtmir^ 
DOS : Fernando inhabil para obtener la corona^ im- 
posibilitado di&cenirla, anunciado ya sin derecbos a 
la sncesioif por los Proceres de Espaiia^. incapa2 de 
gobemar la America^ y baacolaa cadenas y el influxo 
de una Potehcia enemiga^ se val¥i6 desd^ eRt6nei^ 
p^r la ilusion^ un Principe legitimo, pfero desgra-* 
ciado^ se fingio un deber eJ reeonocetlo^ se vdlTieron 
stis herederos y apbderados^ quartos tuyieron au> 
dacia para detirlo^ y aprovecfaaqd^) la^ innaia fide* 
IUbA de los Espafioles de ambos mundos; empezwon 
4 ticanizarles nuevamente los intrusos gobierno^ que 
se aprropiarod.la Soberania del pueblo a nonibre de 
un Rey quimerico ; y basta la Junta mercantil de 
Gadiz^ quisO exercer domimo sobre la America* 
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l^ower^ or of remaiaiiig faitlijf^l to a king^ who iCp • 
peared unfortunate and persecuted, the ignorahoe of 
events triumphed over the true interestsof the eoun- 
trj, and Ferdinand was acknowledged, under a belief 
tjhat^ by this mean^^ the unity of the, nation being 
ittaintained^ she would be saved from the threatened 
oppression^, and a king be ran^omed^ of whose 
virtues, wisdom and rights^ we were ftlsely prepos- 
sessed. But less was requisite to oppress us^ on the 
part of those who relied on our good faith. Ferdinand^ 
disqualified and unable to obtain the crown ; pre- 
viously announced by the leaders of Spain as ditpos*^ 
sussed of his rights to the succession ; incapable i^ 
governing in America^ held in bondage^ and un- 
4er the influence of a fioreign power; from that 
time^ became by illusion^ a legitimate but unfortu*^ 
imte prince; it was feigned a duty to acknowledge 
him ; as many as had the audacity to call themsdives 
8iich^ became his self-created heirs and representa- 
tives, and taking advantage of the innate fidelity of 
tlie Spaniards of both worlds^ and forming themsefves 
into intrusive governments, they appropriated to 
themselves the sovereignty of the people, in the name 
of a chimerical king, began to exercise new tyrannies^ 
and even of the commercial Junta of Cadiz sought 
to extend her control over America, 

I 
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^ H^dlei haa sidb 1(» ahiecedentes y Itit coiis<gi<{ueDpi$f 

de uii jttramentd , qu^ dktado por la sencillez j l^ 

generosidad^ y consef ^ado C|0^dicionaII^ente poKf.la 

l)uetia f$, quiere ahora oppnerse para perpetiiar los 

Bmles que la costosa experiencia de tres afios^ ,ii08 ha 

d|emostFado como inseparables de tan (ixnest^y^tU'^ 

inoso compromko. Ensefiados comp lo estamos por 

la serie de nutfesj, inaultos^ yexacioneSi e ingratitudes 

que liemos pateptizado^ desde el 15 de Julip de 1908, 

liasta eVS'de ijulio de 1811; tiempo es ya de que 

abandonenios un talisman^ que inventado por la igno^ 

rancia^ y adoptado por la< fidelidad^ esta desde eit- 

tonces amoutonando 90bro nosotrod todos los males 

4e la ambigiiedad^ la suspieacia y la discordia. Pe^ 

jrEchps de Farnando y repre&e^tacion legttima 4fe 

ello?^ por parte de los intrasos gobiernos dh Espafia^: 

^delidady obligaciones de compasion y gratitude por 

la nuestra^ son los dds reSortes ikyoritos que se ju« 

hgm alternativamente para sostener nuestra ilusion^ 

diBvorar nuestra sustancia^ prolongar nuestra d^ra- 

daeion^ multiplicar riuestros mdiles, y prep£film06 & 

reeibir pasiTa I ignOminiosaroeiite la slierte que lios 

destinen los que tan buena nos la estfth bacieiid6 p<Hr 

tres siglos. Fernando VIL es la contra^eaa uni^ 

y#8al de la ti|^a|iia en Esj^dfia y cfri ^.mer^. 



Apenas se conoci6 la vigilante desconfianza qua 
habian producido entre nosotros las inconseqiicncias, 
ajrtes y falsiaa de los rapidos y raros gobiernos que 
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Such hav^'lii^eri tlie antecedents^ and cohsfeqiiencei 
of ak qath, wliich dictated by candoui^ and gen^tokity, 
att^ftnditionalfy maintained by g'ood fkith, is noW 
iJrough^ against us, in order to perpetuate those 
etils, which the deir bouj^t experience of^ three? 
fe6x9 ^a's proved' to be inseparable to so Talaf atld 
ruinoti? an engagement. Tauje^ht^ a^ we' are,* by af 
series 6t evils, irisuits', hardship^ atid^'ingratiliideV 
during acn interval from the I'&th of July, 1808", tilt 
die Sttl of July, 1811 , and sucH as we h$L\4k already* 
-fhlly ihknifesfed; it becomes full time that wc? should' 
abaCndbn a tklisitian- inv'ented by ignorance, anrf 
airfopted by cr nlisguided fidelity, for ever «ince it' 
was; it Has ribtf failed tb^hea]() upon us'air the evijs' 
aittendant oh an ambiguous state, and' on suspiciod 
adad discord. T^e tigtiik^ of Perdinandi and'the Ife- 
gitfmatfe represcntalibn cif^ ttenr' ori thfe part of th^ 
ihtrusiVe gbvernmeiKt^ of Spaing fidelity and^tHe ob-^ 
ligations of compassion and gratttiide oil ours, are;' 
the two faVoiirite springs alternately played to sus- 
tain our ill u^ioii, to d^Votir' our stibstance, prolong' 
duf ' diegradation, multiply oW evils, and 1:0 prepare' 
us ighominiously to receive that passive fate, pre- 
pared for us by those, vdi6 have d^alt with us no 
kindly for "three ceniuries. Per^nand th6 Seventh, 
is tHe universal wa\ch- word for tyranny ifi Spain, 
as well as America. 

No sooner was .that vigilant and suspicious fbar, 
produced amongst us by the contradictory acts, the 
Hirts.i^ndl falsehoods of th^ strange and short-lived go« 
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se estan sucediendo en Espafia desde la Junta d<s $$^ 
villa, se apel6 a una aparente liberalidad^ V^V^ .c"" 
brir de flores el lazo que no Teiamos quando ^e^ta- 
bamos cubiertos cop el yelo dc la sencillez, rasgado 
all fin por la desconfianzat;. Con este fin ^e.acele- 
raron y congregaron tumultuarji3.ment^ lai§; Cartes 
que deseaba la pacion^ que resisti^ el gobieriJo cp; 
mercial de Gadiz^ y que se cireyeron ^1 fin pec^sa* 
rias para conterier el lorrenjte de la Ijibertad y la jus- 
ticia, que rompia por todas partef los dique$ de la 
opresiott yia iniquid^d en el nueyo mundo; perp 
aun todavia se creyo que el habitp de c^bedecgr^ re- 
conocer y depender seria en nosptro3 snperipi* al 
desengafio que atanta costaacababamnsde adquirir, 
Iticreible parece por que especiede prestigio fiinesto 
p'ara la £spafia^ se cree que la parte de la nacion 
que pasa el oceano^ 6 nace entre los tropiqos, ad- 
quire una constitucion para la seryidumbre, incapaz 
de ceder a Jos conatos de la libertac). Tan notorios 
como faiales son los efectos de esta arrajgada preo- 
cupacion, conviertida al fin en provecho de la Ame- 
rica. pTal v^z sin ella no hubiera perdjdo la Es- 
pana e] rango de nacion; y la A^merica no tendria 
que pasar para adquirirloy por los amargos tramites 
de una guerra civile mas ominosa para sus promo- 
vedores que para nosotros mismos. . " 



Digitized by VjO'OQIC 



117 

tr«rn.menis^ vrhich have succeeded one another in 
Spain^ sfiice the Junta of Seville^ there made known^ 
than they recurred to a system of apparent liberality 
towards lis;, in order to cover Mrith flowers the very 
siiare wi5 had not percdved whilst shrowded by the 
^eilof candoiir^ at length rent asunder by mistrust^- 
Fdr this purpose, were accelerated aiid tumultuously 
assembled the Cortes^ so desired by the nation^ yet 

,■ ^' V... ' 

opposed by the commercial government of Cadiz, 
but which were at length considered necessary, ia 
order to restrain the torrent of liberty ^ifad Justice^ 
ti^hich in every qiiarter burst the mounds of oppres- 
sion and iniquity in the new world : still it was sup- 
posed that the habit of obedience^ submisssion, and 
dependence, would, in us, be superior to the convic- 
tion, which at so great an expence, we had just ob- 
tained. It apipears incredible by what kind of de^ 
ception, fatal to Spain, it is believed, that the part 
of the nation which passes the ocean, or is born un- 
der, the tropics/ acquires a constitution suitable t6 
servitude, and incapable of ceding to the efforts oi^ 
liberty^ As notorious to the world, as they are fa- 
tal, are the effects of this strong Tooted pfejudiee, mf 
length converted into the good of America. Per- 
haps without it, Spain would iiot have ldH^th6 rank 
of a nation, and America, in obtaining it, would , 
not have had to have passed through the bitter ordeal 
of a civil war, mofe omiinous itiU for its promoters, 
than for ourselves. 
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*' Haf to demostradog estan un nuestros papel<^^ 
publicpsy ^ los vicios de *qije adolecen las Cortes coa 
r^specto a la America^ y elile^itimo e insultante ar- 
bitrio ^doptado ppr ellas para damos una repres^nta- 
cipn qi;e resistiriamos. aun que fuesemos, cpmo yo- 
cifero la Rjegeucia^ ^P^i'tes integrantes de la nacioiij 
y no tuvieseinos otra (Juexa que alegar contra su go* 
]}ierno, sino la e«candalosa usurpacipn que tiace de 
nuestrps derechos^ quando mas necesita de nuestros 
Jauxilios. A stl noticia habran llegado^ sin duda^ 
las razon^es que dimos a su perfido envifidoj* quando 
frustrad^s l&f misiones anteriores^ inutilizadsis las 
quantiosas remesas (le gazetas Uenas de triunfos^ re- 
formas^ her.6icidades y lamentps^ y cpnocida 1^ inefi- 
cacia delpsbloqueos^ Pacificadores, esquadras y ex- 
pedicioiiesj i^e crej6 que era ipecesario deslumbrar el 
anptor propio de los 4^^i'^^^iios> sentando bq^xo el 
Solio d^ Ists Cprtes a los que ellos no habian npm- 
brado^ ni podian nombrar los que los crearpn su- 
plente? con lo^i de las Provincias ocupadas, some^ 
tidas Y coiitentas con la domimcion Francesa. Por 
81 estuviese ya: u^ado este resprte pueril^ t^. fecundo 
|iara In. E9pana^ se preYin& al enviado^ que se esco- 

• Gazetas de Caraci^ d$ 4 4e ]^QIMro, y f^gmpj^ti^». 
f Co^dwcU e;iecralj|p y i|otori^ de Mottte|i/Bgro^ dcsMtuxal^ 
izadb por tl Gobierno. Esj^aSpK 
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tnanifested the defects^ under which the Corte? 
laboured respecting America^ suid the illegal and iiol- 
sultiog measures by theni adopted » to giv0 us there- 
in, a representation which we could not but opp03e^ 
even though we were^ as the Regency had loudly 
bpa&ted us to hcj integral parts of the tiation^ an^ 
had no mother complaints to allege against their 
government^ than the scandalous tisurpation oi 
9ur rights^ at a moment they most raqilired our aid^ 
They will have been informed, no doubt, of the 
reasons we gave their perfidious envoy t^ at? a time 
that the former missions being frustrated ^ the great 
shipments of nexrspapers, filled with triumphs^ re^ 
forms, heroic acts^ and lamentations^ being rendered 
useless, and the inefficacy of blpckades, pa<^ificatori^ 
squadrons, and ejcpeditions, made known; it wa| 
thought necessary to dazzle the self love of the Am^-* 
ricans, by seating near the throne of the CortQ8> 
members whom the latter had never name^, nor wh^ 
could be chosen by those who created them into thei|r 
substituted, as in like manner they did others fOr th0 
provinces in possession of the French, and submitted 
to, and content with their dominion. lu case tl)i# 
puerile ine,aj8i;re> pf which Spain has been proU^Cj 

*• Caracas Gazettes of the 4th of January and. the following 
Qtl^s* See ab0 the remonstrahci^.of the American' Oepiitation io 
tiie Corses, dated J^vig\i%t 1| 1*10. , - 

Montenegro, execrable and notorioas for his conda^pt) And ttn» 
^atoralized by the SjpaaUh gorerniiient* 
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gio Americano y Garaqueno para aumentar la ilu- 
sion : que en case de que prevaleciese la energia ca- 
racterizada de rebclion^ contra la perfidia bautrzada 
con el nombre de frateriridadj se atizase la hoguera 
de las pasiones cncendida en Coro y Maracaybo ; y 
que la discordia sacudiendo de nuevo las yivoras de 
, 8U cabeza^ conduxese^de la mano al Heraldo de las 
Cortes con el estand^rte de la rebelion^ por los alu^ 
ctuados distritos de Venezuela que no faubiesisn po- 
dido triynfar de sus tiraaos. 

ForjabanSfe, empero, nuevos ardides, para que el 
doblez y la astucia preparasen el camino a las huestes 
sanguinarias de lois caudillos de Coro, Maracaybo, y 
Puerto-Rico : convencidas las Cortes de que la con- 
ducta de Fernando, sus vinculos de aj&nidad con el 
Emperador de los, Franceses, y el influxo de este 
sobre todos los Borbones constituidos ya baxo su 
tutela^ empezaban a debilitar las capciosas im- 
presiones que habia producido en los AmericaiM>s la 
fidelidad sostenida a la sombra de la ilusion, se em«* 
pezaron a abrir contrafuegos para precaver el ineen* 
dio prendidopor ellas mismas, y limitarlo d lo precise 
y necesario para sus vastos, complicados, y remotos 
designios. Para esto se e8cribi6 el eloqiieote mani- 
fie^to que asestaron las Cortes en 9 de Eoero de este 
^l^o a la America, coo una locueion d^gna de mejor 
objeto : liaxo la brillaptez cjgl discursoi $e descubria 
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should act have its 4ue effect, the envoy vras direct^ 
ed^ (and an American and a native of Caracas^ in 
order to add to the^illus^on^ v^as for this purpose 
selected) that in case the energy of the country/ now 
defined rebellion^ should prevail against perfidy to 
which the name of fraternity w^s givM> he was ta 
add fuel to the flame of the passions^ already kindled 
in Coro and Maracaybo^ and that discord^ again 
raising her serpent headj was to lead the herald of 
the Cortes by the hand under the standard of re- 
bellion^ through the deceived districts of yenezuela, 
v^hich had not. been able to triumptf*^ over their 
tyrants. ' 

New artifices were still forged, in order that du- 
plicity and cunnings might prepare the road to the 
sanguinary armies of the chiefs of Coro, Maracaybo, 
and Puerto Rico ; and when the Cortes were con- 
vinced that the 'conduct of Ferdinand, his bonds of 
affinity with the Emperor of the French, and the 
influence of the latter over all the Bourbons already 
placed under his tutelage, began to weaken the insi- 
dious impressions, whith fidelity, sustained by illu- 
sion, had produced in the Americans; preventatives . 
were placed, in order to stop the flame thus enkindled^ 
and limit it to what was yet necessary for their vast, 
complicaied, and remote desigps. For this purpose, 
was written the eloquent manifest which the Cortes 
aimed on- the 9th of January, 1811, againh Ame- 
rica, worded in a style worthy of a better object, 
but under the brilliancy of diction, the back ground 
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el foDdoci^ k perspectiva presentada para aiucinairiiot^ 
Temiendo c^e nos anticipa^emos a [Mro^estar tpdas 
estas nulidades^ se empezo a calcular sobre lo que $e 
sabia^ para no avQnturar lo que se Ocultaha. Fer- 
nando de^graciadOj fue el pretexto ^ue atraxo a sua 
pseudo-reprcsentantes, los tcsoros^ la supiisipn^ y H, 
esclavitud de la America, despues de la Jornada de 
Bayona; y Fernando seducido enganado y prostituido 
4 los designios del Emperador de los Franceses, es ya 
lo ultimo a que apelan para apagar la llatna de la 
libertad que Venezuela ha prendido en el continente 
Meridional. En uno de nuestros Periodicos * hemes 
descubierto el verdadero espiritu del manifiesto en 
question, reducido al siguiente raciocinio que puede 
mirarse como su exacto comentario ^^ ]La America se 
*^ v^ amena^ada de ser victima de una Nacion ex- 
'^ trana, 6 de continuar esclava nuestra ; para reco- 
^' brar sus derechos y no depender de nadie, ha creidor 
*' necesario no romper violentamente los vinculos que 
'^ la ligaban a estos pueblos ^ Fernando ha sido la 
''senal de reunion que ha adoptado el nuevo mundo, 
*' J hemos seguido nosotros • el esta sospecbado'de 
'^ connivencia con el Emperador de los Franceses, y 
'^ si nos abandonamos ciegamente a reconocerlo, da^ 
*^^ nios un pretexto a los Americanos, que nos creant 
'*^^ aun sus Representantes para negarnos abierfameutd 

* Mereurio Yenezolano de Febrero de ISl !< 
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of the perflpecUve/ designed lo deceive us^ was dis- 
covwed. Fearing that we should be beforeli^nd 
to protest against the whole of these nullities, they 
began to calculate on what was already known, not 
to risque what was yet hidden. The (nisfortunes of 
Ferdinand, were the pretexts that had obtained 
for his pseudo -representatives, the treasures, sub- 
missidn and slavery of America, after the events 
of fiayona; and Ferdinand seduced, deceived 
and prostituted to the designs of the Emperor of the 
Pren(^h, is now the last resourse to which they fly; 
to extinguish the flames of liberty, which Vene- 
2^ue1a bad kindled in the South Continent. In one of 
our periodical works,* we have discovered the true 
spirit of the manifest in question, reduced to the fol- 
lowing reasoning, which may be considered as an 
exact commentary: — '^America is threatened to be- 
^ come the victim of a foreign power, or to continue 
^ to bne our slave ; but in order to recover her rights, 
^' and throw off all dependency whatever,she has cou.- 
^ sidered it necessary not violently to break the ties 
>• which held her bound to this country. Ferdi- 
" nand has been the signal of re-union which the new 
'^ world has adopted, and we have followed; he is 
'^ suspected of connivance with the Emperor of the 
^^ French,, and if we give ourselves up blindly to 
'' acknowledge him, we afibrd the Americans a 
-/ pretext for believing us still his representa,tives 

•^ Mercurio V^nezolano for Feb. 1811. 
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*^$8ta represeDtacion : pues(o que ya empiezan a 
'^ traslucirse en algiinos puntos de America estos 
*^ designioB, maoifestemos de antemano nuestra in- 
*^ tencion de no reconocer a Fernando^ sino con cier- 
'^ tas condicio^es ; estas no se yerificaran jamas; y 
'^ mientras que Fernando, ni de hecho ni de derecKo 
^'es nuestro Rej^ lo seremos nosofros de la America^ 
" J este pais tan codiciado de nosotros, y tan dificil 
^'de mantener en la esclatitud, no se nos ira tan 
" pronto de las matios/' 



Este reluciente aparato de liber alidad es'Jthora el 
muelle real y visible de la complicada maquina des-. 
tinada a conmover la America ; al paso que entre \sls 
quatro paredes de las Cortes se desatiende nuestra 
justicia^ te eluden nuestros esfuerzos^ se desprecian 
nuestras resoluciones^ se sostienen a nuestros enemi- 
gos^ se sofoca la voz de nuestros imaginarios repre* 
tentahtes^ se renueva para ellos la Inquisicion* al 
paso que se publica la libertad de Imprenta, y se con* 
troTierte si la Regencia pudo declararnos libres, y 
parte intregante de la nacion: f Quando iin Ameri- 
cano digno de este nombre levanta la vOz contra los 



^ * Hay noticiat positiyas de que el Sr. Mexia, SupleDte de 
Santa Fe, ba sido encerrado en la Inquisicion por su liberalidad 
de ideas. 

f £1 Conciso. Los Diatios de Cortes ; y quantos papetef ' 
fienen de Espana. 
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ff and openly denying us this character^ mid a3 these 
^- designs already be^in tp be understood in sopae 
^^ parts of 4^niexica, lei us previously manifest our 
^f intention^ jxqt to acknowledge Ferdinand but 
^t under certain conditioDs ; these will never ^e 
^*^ carried into effect, and whilst Ferdinand neither iii 
^^ f^-ctj or rights is our king« ?ve shall be enabled tcf 
^^ reign over America^ which country so much, 
f^ coveted by us, ^nd so difficult io maintain in 
* * slavery, will not theij so easily slip through our 
rr fingers."* 

This ^^plendent appearance of liberality, is now 
t^e real and visible spring, of the complicated machine 
destined to stir up, and excite commtotions in Ameri-, 
c^ ;^ at the same time, that within the walls of the Cor- 
tes, justice tp us iis overlooked, our efforts are eluded, 
our reffolutipus contemned, our enemies upheld, the 
voices of our imaginary representatives suppressed, 
the inquisition is renewed f against them, at the same 
time that the liberty pf the press is proclaimed,and it is 
<u3ntroversially discussed, wljether the Regency could 
or not, declare us free^ and an integral part of the 
nation.;]; Wl|en an ^^iperican, worthy of that narne^ 

* These are expressions put into the mouth of a Spaniard, and 
illnstratiTe of the opinions agitated in the Cortes respecting the 
aUegiance to Ferdinand. 

f £1 Sr. lAexia, was at one tim|^ in danger pf being pnt into 
the inquisition, for his liberal sentiments. 

^ Vide El Conciso, The Diarios pf Cadiz, and all the papers 
that came from Spain. 
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afbtisds' de la Regencia cii Paerto-Rico^ sc ]^6(hiraron 
acaflar teoricameirjp losr jtistos^ chergicios^ ^ impe* 
riosos reclamos que lo di«tingueii de los satelites del 
despotisrao^ y con un decreto brcfve^ a^anado^ e m- 
significante, se procura saKr del conflicto de la? jos- 
tScia contra la iniquidad. Melendez^ nombMdo Wdy 
de Puerto Rico por la Regencia, queda por un i)e- 
cretb de las Cortes con la investidura equivalafite de 
GoBemadoi*, nombres sinotiimos enAm^rita:* por 
que ya parecia demasiado iiiohsfruos6 que hobiese 
dos Reyes en una pequeiia f sla de las Antillaia Bs- 
panolas. Cortabarria solo bastaba para eludir los 
efectos del decreto dictado solo por un inTolufatario' 
sentimicnto de decencia. Asi fue, quie qusmdo se 
declaraba iniqua, arbittaria, y tiranica la investidznu 
conccdida por la Regencia a Melfendez^ y se am^ 
plt^ba la rerocacit^ a todos los paises de Aincricat 
que se Kalfaseh en el mismo caso que Puerta-Rico, 
nada se decia^ del Plenipotenciafrio Cortabarria^ au- 
torizado pot la misma Regencia contria Venezuelai 
con ks fa^nltades mas raras y cscaridalosais' de qtie 
Kay menioria en los^ fastos del despotisrao orgamcd, 

D^spues del Decreto de las Corfes eS queselwftt 
sentido mas los efectos de la discordia^ promovida, 
sosteDida, y calculada desde el fatal observatprio de 
Puerto-Rico : despues del decreto'de \m Cortes bart 
fiido asesinadosanhwnanamente los pesCadores y cos- 

* Represenfacion de Don RamoQ Power a las CprteSj CQ^tr^ 
la ordai dc 1^ Regigncia de 4 de S^ptienlbre de 1810? 
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ruiti hi» T^iee a^iti^t the abuses of th^ l^egeney^ iii 
PutHoBico Xi Ctfdeavours are made to silence his just, 
entergetic> and imperious claims, which distinguish 
Bim from the satellites of despotism^ and by means of 
^ decrtee, short, cunning, and insignificant, they 
gtriTe foget out of the conflict of justice against 
iniquity. ^Melendez, named king of Puerto Rtc<y 
by the Regency, by a decree af the Cortes is left with 
the equivalent inyestiture of governor, synonimous 
names in America;** because it now appeared, toa 
nitmstr0ua to have two kings, in a small island of the 
Spanish Antilles. Cortavarria aloae, was sufficient 
to elude the effects of a decree, only dictated by an 
involuntary sentiment of decency. Thus it happened; 
tli%t when the investiture, granted by the Regency 
to Mel^idez was dectared iniquitous, arbitrary, and 
:tyrannical, and a revocation was extended to all the 
ciountries of Americ;i, then situated as was Puerto 
Rico, nothing was said of the plenipotentiary Corta- 
TMria, authorized by the same. Regency against 
Venezuela, with powers, the most uncommon and 
scandalous, ever remembered in the annals of organi- 
eal despotism. 

It was after this decree of the Cortes, that the 
effects of that discord, promoted, sustained, and aimed 
. from the fatal observatory of Puerto Rico, were more 
severely felt ; it was after this decree, that the fisher- 
men and coasters were inhumanly assassinated in 
Octimare, bythe pirates of Cortavarria; after the 
publication of the same, Cumana and Barcelona 

* Remonstrances of Don Ramon Power to the Cortes, against 
t)ie order of .the Regency of the lOth of Sept. 1810. 
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imeros in Ocum^re^ por I04 Pirated de Cortabfirria: 
d^ues del decreto de las Cones, haq sido bloque- 
adas, amenazadas e intimadas, Cumana y Bi^rcelona: 
despues del decreto de las Cortes se ha or ganizadp y 
tramado una nueTa y sanguioaria conjuracion contra 
Venezuela, por el vil Emisarjio introducidp perfi- 
damente en el seno pacifico de su patria para deVo- 
rarla^ se ha alucinado k la clase mas seiicilla y labo- 
riosa de los alienigenas de Venezuela, se han sacri- 
,$cado a la justicia y la tranquilidad los caudillo^ con- 
ducidos, i nuestro pesar, al cadalso : por las su- 
^estiones del Pacificador de las Cortes, despues del 
decreto de estas, se ha turbado e inierrumpido ea 
Valencip., la unidad polltica de nuestra constitucion : 
se ha procuradd seducir^ en vano, a otras Ciudade? 
de lo interior : y se ha hecho' una falsa intimacion a 
Carora por los facciosos de Occidehte^ para que en 
un mismo dia quedase sumergida Venezuela en la 
sangre^ el llanto y la desolacion, asaltada bostilinente 
por quantps puntos han estado al alcance de Ips agi* 
tadpres, que tiene esparcidos contra npsotros el n^s- 
mo gobierno que expidio el decreto a favor de Puerto- 
Rico, y dc toda la America, El nombre de Fer- 
nando VH, €3 el pretexto con que va a devori^rse el 
nuevomundo; si el exemplo de Venezuela nohace 
que se distingan, dc hoy mas, las banderas de la li- 
bertad clara y decidida, de las de la fidelidad ma* 
liciosa y simulada^ 

pi amargo deber de* \indicari|Os 1109 Ueyaria m^ 
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' -were Wockaded/ ihreaiehed^ atid mimmohed ; a new 
Und sstnguinarj conspiracy^ against Venezuela^ Was 
fyloft^ titnd organaied, by a vile emissary^ who perfi- 
diously c^t^ed th? pacific bosom of his country, Hvk 
1St9it f& diyotLT Hi deception^ Were successively 
firactis^ oiit ^6 xitdsi imkoc^t and laborious classes 
<!ffitib imported cblohisis * of Venezuela ; and in spite 
^f 6uf ekideavVitrs; the chi^f instigators were leai 
to il3ie biofet, as d sacrifice to justice diid tranquility. 
By the sug^gestrons df the Pacificator of the Cortes, 
iand posterior to their said decree, the political unity 
^onr constitution was interrupted in Valencia ; at- 
t^|)i^ were in vain tti^die to^ seduce othet cities of the 
idtCTior ; A false i^ommonis Was sent to Carora by the 
laefiOtis lexers of-ttie Wfest, in oMer that on the 
lime d'ay^ Veriezuel^ tUigbt be deluged in blood, audi 
iilbk in affliction ^M desolation; be hostilely as- 
ithAV^ftom every point veithin the reach of the con« 
ipii^ators^ vrho Were (Scattered amongst us by the same 
governinent^ vdticfa issued the decree in favour of 
Puerto Hico and of All America. Tte name oif Fer- 
dinand Vil* is th6 Jireteit under ^^liicli tie new 
World is stbout to be laid vrMie, if the exaibple of 
Venezuela doeis nOt henceforwaird cause the banners 
6f lEn unshaken and decided liberty^ to be distinguished 
from thode of a malicious and dissembled fidelity* 

The bitter duty of vindicating ourselves would 
still carry us further, if we did not dre^d splitting; 

* These are principally emigrants from the Canary Islandf, 
Employed in tlHagei remaiiLable fot their sobriety and industry. 
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*lla^ si DO temiesemos cacr en d escoUo de los go- 

biernos de Espana^ substituy^ndo el reseniimieato k 

lajusticia; quaodo podemos oponer tres siglos de 

agravios contra ella^ por tres aiios de esfuerzos^licitos, 

generosos> y filantropicos^ empleados en vanopar^ 

obtener lo que jamas pudimos en^igenar. Si fues^t 

la hiel y el veneno los agentes de esta nuestra solemne^ 

veraz^ y sencilla manifestacionj hubieramos.empezadi9 

a destruir los derecho^ de Fernando po^ la ilegitimi- 

dad de su origen^ declarada en Bayona por su madre^ 

y publicada en los periodicos Franceses y Espafioles: 

hariamos yaler los defectos peraonales de Fernando^ 

su ineptitud para reynar^ su debil y degradada conr 

ducta en las Cortes de Bayona^ su nul^ e iusignifi^ 

cante educaeion^ y las ningunas seiiales que dio para 

fundar las gigantescas esperanzais de los gobiernos de 

Espana^ que no tuvieron otro prigen que la ilusiof 

de la America, ni otro apoyo qiie ql inheres politico 

de la Inglaterra^ muy distante de los derechos de los 

Borbones. La opinion publica de Espaiia^ y la ex* 

periencia de la revolucion del Reyno^ nos suministra<- 

rian bastantes pruebas de la conducts; de la madre^ y 

de las qualidades del hijo^ sin recurnr al manifiesto 

del Ministro Azanza^* y a las ihemorias secretas de. 

Maria Luisa; pero la decencia es la norma de nuestra 

condncta : a ella estamos prontos & sacrifipr nuestra& 

* Publicado despnes de la Jornada de Bayona, j circnlado ^a 
•sta Capital, apesar de la anterior opreiion. 
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btl ihe same rbfcks k« ihe governmeijit of Sp^in^ by 
si^bstituting^ resentment for justice ; at the satoe tirrt^ 
ttet w& cad. charge her with three centuriesi of in- 
juries^ backed by three yearsi of lawful^ generou^ 
and philanthropic efforts^ in yain expanded to obtain 
what it was never in our power to dispose of. Had 
^ll and poison been the chief agents of this 6ur 
sD^lemn, ti'ue and candid manifest^ we should have 
began by destroying the rights of Ferdinand, in con-- 
sequeince of the illegitimacy of his ori^in^ declared 
by his mother in Bayona^ and published in the 
French and Spanish papers ; we should have proved' 
the personal defects of Ferdinand , his ineptitude to 
lieig^^ his weak and degraded conduct in the Cortes > 
of Bayona^ his ineflScient and insignificant education; , 
and the want of proofs which he never gave to found 
the gigantic 'hopes of the governments of Spain^' 
which had no other origin than the illusion of Ame- 
rica^ nor any other support than the political interest 
of England^ much opposed to the rights of the. Bour<* 
bons. The public opinion of Spain^ and the expe« 
riencef of the revolution of the kingdom^ furnish us' 
with sufficient proofs of the conduct of the mother; 
^md the qualities of the son^ without recurring to 
the manifest of Minister Azanza^ and the secret me- 
moirs of Maria Louisa; but decency is the guide of 
our cpnduct^ to her we are ready to sacrifice our* 

* Published after the transactions oS Bayona, and circulated is 
Caracas, notwithstanding the former oppression. 
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lueiei^ a eujM) apoyo f^lo faltaa Iw e^egiplo^ qap <|ili^ 



del nueyp ffiiiiidp prof crit^in 6 fia^lfiiff^eii Ifi bi^r^ 
ese ^muipento iof Iterab^ 4^ IqsdexeciiM y qsifi^-s 
ifiones del geneco bumsgio^ ps^ra Bostenex^qv^ ia ApH^^ 
rica no podo estar snjeta a la altenu^tiya ^ ^o449 llM 
nacipnes. Aim quaj^do hubiesea sidp i])Q(4p4ef9^^M0t 
lo0 derecbof de, los ^orbope^ #^ iqdfistrwtifel* ^^ 
juram^nt? que ^eqio^ ^y^eci4^ b.^^ia spfa^ la 
Intju^tici^ la fuerzaj y el eiogiafio cpR >%iLe sf^ nps ^r* 
ranp6, par* qup fuese pijLp e wi^Jidp,; 4eflde qiypft 
en^ez^ i .conocerge q^e ^a opue^p ^ nii^il^a Ml^W'^. 
tad, gnw^o a Muestros dere^hof^ pe[^4t€ifi}4imQ$f^ 
tros intei^spi^ ^ fua^sita ^ puesti^a tf«aq^flida4K TfJL 
(^ la n^tiKKajeza deiJwp.ipfeffil;opf49tv4¥ li Ipf CPii^i^T 
tstdoiTies,^ ^ loftbeF^^efPs de iept^«ik»tril^ tiswn QpufAr 
ip^d^ )eii pueblos CQD h fimTs» quelea^pioporoioiii^t 
Wconqii^ista, Pe otop «io4p no hubii^r}^ jamas foeo^. 
bradp sja Ubertad k EspaSia juf amentada ii lofr Caria^ 
ginesw, jUnaiaoA^ i^rftdo9> Aiiabcf^ y caai 4 kif 
KriHifi^es, ^9 el mismo tieoipo que decono^^a . iM^ 
Amec^ de la Am^eaparaao depettd^ de Jipdi^ 
desde que pudo hacerlo, como la Espaiia y las demas 
Naciem0. Superfluo uma recorder k nuestros enemi* 
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3b&^ fHUm$\:^ SitfficieBtHas afareadjr fa^m idt)B$(fed'43^ 
pffove 1fai$ JMsitre^ oeeessity and) Miiitjtif 4)iir> i^^til^ 

^our iadfe^pettdeace. 

It were seocsisary for tbe parttzonf 6f slarety ia ^t 
«iew worJdy eiiher to deatraj^ or to fakify Mirtory, 
ftbntumclmngeAle monamefit of the right&r and usurV 
l^atibns of flie httmaa* race, l>efbTe tliey e^mld main^ 
tain tiAtt jALmoj^ioa was not liable to the same changes 
that all other nations have experienced* Even wheft 
.tiierighisof the Bourbons had b6en inconte^tibl^i 
jul^iddelibletii^ oaA^ which we have proved not to 
^idst; the injustice; force and deceit, with whieh 
the same was snatched from us, woitld suffi<^ to r^i- ^ 
«fep it void and of no effect^ as soon as it WW dtt^ 
4»over^tobe opposed to <>ur liberty^ grievious^ to 
en)t righted prejudicial to our intei^t^, andfktalto 
Mac tranquility. Swch ift tlie nature of the oatl^ madi 
to the eonqu^orsr^ md' ttx Aeir beir^^ at the samft 
time that the crown holds them in oppressidn' by 
Btefen^ of ttet same additional stipM^h it obtained by 
Ae resouroes of their conquest. In this manner it 
^w»; that Spain herself recovered her rights aifter sb* 
ittds'^^m allegiance to the €arthagenians^ Romaniiy 
Gotb^ Arahs^ aiKl almost to the French; neverthe* \ 
less she yet disowns the rights of America^ no longer 
to depend on any nation fronv the time she is capable 
of throwing off its yoke, and following the example 
l^oth of Spaiu^ and qf other nations. It would be 
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gos lo que ellos mismos saben, y en lo que ellos mis* 
mon bun fundado el derecbo sagrado de su libertad € 
^fidependenc^^ digna^ por cierto de no ser mancillada 
COB la esclavittkl de la mayor parte de la nacion situa- 
da del otro lado del oceano ; pero no son ellos^ por 
^gracia^ los unicos a quien necesitamos convencer 
con exemplos palpables^ de lajusticia^; j semejan^a 
cpmun que tiene nuestra ii^dependencia con la de 
todas las nacioi^es que la (lan perdido^ y ban vuelto a 
recobrarla. Cebadds los pxestigios de la servidui^bre 
en la sencille^^ de los Americanos^ y sostenidos por el 
^busp m.a$ criminal que puede. bacer la supersticion 
del dogma y la religion^ dictada para la libertad, feli^ 
cidadi y salvacion de Iqs pueblos; precisdes tranqui- 
lizar la piedad alucinada^ iliistrar la ignorancia sor- 
prebendida^ y.^stimular la apatia albagada con la 
tranquilidad de los calabozos; para que todos sepaii 
que Ipsgobiernos no tienen^ no ban tenido^ ni puedan 
tener otra du]:acion que la utilidad y felicidad del 
genero bumano ; quelos Reyes no son de una natura* 
ieza privilegiada^ ni de un orden superior a los demas 
faombres; que su autoridode|iianadeIa voluntadde 
Iqs pueblos^ dii^igida y sosteoida por la Providencia 
de Dios que des^a nueBtras acciones al libre alvedrio: 
que su omiiipotenciano interviene a favor de tal i) tal 
forma de gobierno ; y que ni la religion ; ni sus Mi* 
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superfluous to remind our enemieft of \rbat they al« 
ready know, and, in what they have themselyeii 
founded the sacred ri^t of their own liberty and in- 
dependence; epochs so memorable, that they were 
Tvorthy of not being tarnished with the slavery of the 
greatest part of the nation, situated on the other 
side of the ocean. But unfortunately, it is not they 
alone whom it is requisite to convince by palpable 
examples, of the justice and common resemblance 
our independence b6ars with that of all other nations 
which had lost, and again recovered it. The illusions 
of slavery,, kept alive by the candour of the Ame- 
ricans/ and sustained by the most criminal abuse* 
that can be made by superstition of the established be- 
lief and religion, which one would suppose Were only 
dictated for the liberty, felicity and salvation of the 
people; renders it necessary to tranquilize the de- 
ceived piety of some, to instruct their unWary ig- 
nwancct and stimulate their apathy, that had slum- 
bered since the unusual tranquility of the new order 
of things ; it is, in short, timeto inculcate, that go- 
vernments never had, nor can have, any other du- 
ration than the utility and felicity of thelruman race, 
that kings are not of any priviledged nature, nor of 
an order superior to other men; ithat their au- 
thority emanates from the will of the people, directed 

* The'excommanicatioDS denounced aj;aln8t tbe people of Ca» 
^acas for changing their government. ' 
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mBtfk>$ apaiepiatizan^ ni pueden. anatematizar la& 
esfuerzos que hace unanacion paraser indepeodieote 
en «1 orden politico^ y dqiender solo de Dios y de S14 
'^ If icario en el orden morale y religioso/ 



Jll PuoblA 4p 1^0^ gpb^cpado por cl miuQiu^ 
y dirig[ido por milagi^osiy porteiito3 y beneficios, 
i^ue tal vez no 4e, tepetirkn jamas^ ofrece qiia^ 
priiebac^el derechg de insurrecdon de Ips; p^ebjc^ 
, qiie.nada dexara <iue desear a^ lapiedad a^o4<¥K^ ^^ 
lo^.aqpantesf del orden pubJicQ. Sugetoscl9sHebrep8 4 
Faraoii^i^ y lig^os. a su ol^ieucia por la fujprz^, sq 
re^Dep a MoyseS;, y bspcpsudifcecionr^ tf^|i£em de ana 
.c^DeiDigQ^^ y riecql^rfui. »i indep^encia^ sin qqe el 
ini^j[Qp Dio^^ i^ suXaudillo Profeta y Legisla^f^r^ 
TS/l^py^s]efi^iv^refiaL^^^ $n con^uetii^ n^ Im sujetase a. 
niggjin^ i^aj^ri9w,m.^iw;te^ s^Jbyp^fls des^M^a^ 
por la.fiaey^za d? N^)t)WX)don^9r prin^€;m^ baxia lar, 
dirocjciojD^de X?lofei:?^es, eaYia.€;Uni3WQX)iqs .a^^ Jn^^itk , 
q^^ rfi9pata^<? >l%iadepea4encia^( 4^ t »^t pueblo conj la 
mi^^jrt^ del General ||ft^ilpni^. Bapcp. 4n;tioc^ Epi- 
fapj^^ le¥antaro^ Mat^j^my siK,byo% el estandiwte- 
de la independencia ; y Dios bendixo y ayud6 sus 
esfuerzos basta consegu^r la e^tera libertad de.si^ 
pueblo cpntra la opresicip die, agnfl Jlpy inapii^ y^. 
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md 9i3q^por*e4 by ihb Pr^yideiw* dCGod, who kinref 
^r aetik)ib$ to^ ouf own free .mli ; that bis dmuipo*. 
tente does not interfere in favour of this &r that jform^ 
of goyernment^ and ihsA neither* religion or its mi-« 
fiisters can anatheniatize the efforts^ of a naiioii |(kug^ 
gling to be free and independent in the |iolitieml 4>r« 
der of things/ and resoWed to <iespend only on (Efod^ 
and on his yicar in a moral and religious sense. 

The yery people of God go^^rned by himself^ anl|?- 
dire<^ted by siich miracle^^ poxtentuous signs and&- 
:i^iirsj as perhaps \^ill neyer again be repeated^ offer 
a proof of the rights of ini^urrectidii on the paii iyf 
the pe^e^ «ufi|ciently satijsDsi^tory to the orthodox 
p^y of &e friends of' public order. The IsraTelites^ 
3ttbjject to Fharaeb^ and bound. to his obedience hys 
for4^ collect roundtMoses^ and under bis direction 
txi^Iilph. oyer thei]^ enemie»^ and recoyer their inde« 
pendwce^ witibout eitiiear God^ or, his chief prophet 
aj^^I^alalor Mbses^ blaming them for their con- 
dPOti or sutyectingth^oa to the least malediction or 
amathema; Tfaissame people being after wards, sub- 
jected by the foi^ces of Nebuchadnezawir the First, 
uiklfer the direction Holofernes, God himself scTn^k. 
J;uditb to obtaiir their independence, by the death of 
the Babylonian General. Under Antiochus. Epi- . 
pfaanes^ Mathaliiias and Us sons raised the standud:. 
ofiindependence, and God blessed and aided his efEbrts^ 
till he obtained the entire liberty of his people, a;gainst 
the oppression of that sapae impious kipg and his suc^ 
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ins sucesorea. * No solo contra los Reyes estrange* 
vos que los oprimiaD usaron los Israelitas del derechct 
4e insurr^ccioD^ quebrantando la obedieilcia a que 
los ligaba la fuerza ; contra los que el mismo Dios 
leshabia dado jdeatro ^e su patria j familia^ les Ve- 
aios reclamar este derecho impreseriptible^ siempre 
que k) extgia su libertad^ suutilidad^ y el sagrado 
de los pactos con que el mismo Dios los'spu^eto a los 
que etigi^ para gobernar los. David obtiene el re- 
conocimiento de los Hebreos a favor de &i ^inastia^ y 
8U hijo Salom6n lo ratifico a favor de su posteridad; 
pero apeiias muere este Rey que habia oprimido 4 sus 
TaisaHos con pechos y contribuciones^ para sostener el 
faustodesu Corte^ y el luxo y suntuosidad de sus 
placeres^ quedasolo reconocido su bijo Roboam po^ 
ks tribus de Judi y Benjamin : las ottos diez^ iisando 
de sus derechos^ recobran su indepepdencia politica ; 
yen fuero de ella depositan su soverania en Jeroboam, 
bijo de Nabath. La dureza momentanea y pasagera 
del Rej nado de Solomon bast6 a los Hebreos para 
anular la bbediencia prestada a su dinastia^ y colocar 
a otra en el trono, sin aguardar a que Dios les hu- 
biese dicho que ya sii sueirte no dependia de los Reyes 
de Juda, ni de los Ministros^ Sacerdotes y Caudillos 
de Solomon. ^ Y sera de peor condicion el pueblo 
cristiano de Yenezue}a, para que declarado libre 
por el gobierno de Espaiia^ despues de trescientos 

» Machah. Lib. !• pap. % 
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C|^S0r^.^ N.otonly agl^Iut the foireigp kingg wha 
oppressed theip^ did the Israelites make use of the^ 
right of insurrection, ^>by breaking through the 6h%^ 
di^nce to which they were bound by force; but eveo 
^gaipst those whom God had givep them in their own 
country, and of tljeir owp nation^ do we behold theni 
claim this inprescriptible right, whenever their 11* 
)>ertyand their advantage required it/ or when the 
^^acred character of thoi^e pacts, by which (ji-od himself 
Jiound them to tHose he chose as their governorsj^ 
bad been profaned. David obtaiils the allegiance of 
the Israielites in favour of his dynasty, and his son 
Solomon ratified it in favour of bis posterity, but 
scarcely was this king dead, who had oppressed his 
subjects by exactions and contributions to support 
the splendour of his court, and the luxury and suipp- 
tuousness of his pleasures, than the tribes of Judah 
and Benjamiin alone acknowledged his son, and the 
other ten, /ivailing themselves of their rights, recover 
their political independence, and in exercise thereof, 
deposit th^ir soverc^ignty in Jeroboam, son of Na- 
bath. The momentaneous and passing hardships pf 
the reign of Solomon, sufficed for the Israelites t6 
annul their obedience sworn to his line, and to place 
another on the throne, vnthout waiting for God to 
tell them, thatibeir fate no longer depended on the 
kings of Judah, nor on the ministers, priests, or 
chiefs of Solomon. And shall the christian people 

f Macliab. Lib. 1 cap. 2, 
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iiftoi decadtirerio^ pechc^^ yexacion^s i injuftitiias^ 
00 p^dit faacer la que el mismo Dios de Itrael qu^ 
actera^ permiCio en otro tiempo a su pueblo^ sin in*" 
dKgttarse^ m argiiirlo ea su fiiror ? Sii dedo divino e^ 
^ norte de uuestra cdndufcta^ y k sus eteruos jtiidioaf 
i^cdara £K>me<id9^nue8tra reso^^^^ 



Si lar ipdependencia del pueblo Hebreo no fue uii^ 
^ecadp contra la ley escrita; lio podra serlo la dei 
Dueblo Cristiauo contra la ley de gr^^cia. Jamas ba. 
eouxprnulgjado la Silla Apostolica &> ninguna: nacion 
que se ha^levantado jcontra la tirania de los^ Reyes 6 
]|»a gobiernos que violabaa el pacto sociaL Los 
Siu»zQ9»; loj5 Holandeses, Ips Franceses y los Am'<^iear 
nds del Norte procla^tiaroii $u independencia^ trasr 
iornaron su constitucion^ y variajron lar foirma de su 
gobiemo ; , sin haber incurrido en otr^s censuras que 
las que pudo baber fulminado la Iglesia porlos aten- 
tftdos contra el dogma> la disciplina 6 }a piedad/.j 
sin que e^a^ trascendiesen a la politiea^^ ni al prden 
civil de los pueblo;;. Ligados estaban los Suizo8*coi| 
juramento a la 4k™^^i^> como lo estaban* lo^. 
Ilolandeses a la Espa^a^ los Frsuiceses a liuis XVI^ 
• yjos Americanos a Jorge III,pero niellos* nMos de- 
mas Principes que iavorecieron su independencia, 
fueron excpmulgiidos por el^ Papa; El abuelo de 
Fernando y 11^ uno de los Re^es ma$ piadosos j 



Digitized 



by Google 



€)f Venezuela be still ip p worse fiighi, Mfd afi^r 
bpiri^ dec Jared free by *be ^oveppment of ^paiii, after 
^OO years of capliyitj^, exactions^ bai»d«bip^ an^ i^* 
ju$tice^ shall thej ijot be allowed to do w^t the Cng^ 
of Israel, wbom ^bey e^ujally adwc/ formerjy f ^? 
niitted to his people, Mritho^t .being spunifd^ afi^ 
- \irithout veo^eanee beiflg d^rppftli^d upon them ? It 
is his divine hand that guides ow conduct, nnd to fait 
eteraaf judgfements o|m^ resolutioa rfiall be subi' 
mitted. 
, K the indepeiid^ce of . &e Hebrew peop^^ wns not 
a sin against the written, law, that'of a. Christian 
people cannot be such against the law ^f grace. 4^t na 
tinie l}as the Apostolical see excommunicated any na-^ 
^oi]f that has risen up against the tyranny of tbo£le kings 
or ^veinments, which had violated the social compu,cL 
The Swiss, I>^tch, French , and HjT orth Americans, pro- 
claimed their indq)end^oe^ overturned their constit 
tution, and varied their fornas of government, without 
hfvii^ incurred anj other spiritual cemurea tbaa 
tbP^e wbi^h the church might have fulminated for 
t^^' infringements on the belief, discipline or piety, 
bu^ without their being cOMeeted with political m€»!i- 
9ure^, or aUuding to the civil transactions ^f th@ 
people. Th« Swiss were bound by oath to Qennany ; 
as were also the Dutch ip Sp$m; tiie Fffench t^ 
Louis XVI. and ihe Americans to George III^ 
yet neither they, nor the other princes whp fev^ure* 
their independence, were excommunicated by the 
Pope: The grand-father of Ferdinand VIL one of 
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tidblitm qiie lian ocupado el ti'Ono de Espa&a^ pro^ 
i^6 con su sob rincr Luis XVI la iiidependencia de 
la America del Norte ; sin temer las censuras eclesi- 
ftsticas^ ni la colera del cielo i y ahora que el orden 
delos sticesos la presenta ton masjustieta a la Ame- 
tica del Sur, quieten los que se diceri apoderados de 
8U nieto^ abusar ddia Religion q^^ tanto resjpeto 
Carlos III; para COniinuar en Id inas atrbz e inaudita 
de las iisurpaciones-^^-^ T t)ios justo^ biosomnipo- 
tente> Dios piadoso ! ^ Hasta quando ha de dispu- 
iar el fanitismo^ el irapeHo a la sagradk Bfeligion^ 
que eUTtaste Ha i^encilla America para in gloria y 
sufeficidad ? 

Los sucesos que se hah acutnulado en la Etirdpa 
para terminarla servidumbre ' de la America^ han 
entrado^ sin duda, en los altos designios de la Pro- 
videncisu Al traves de dos mil leguas de occano, no 
bemos hecho otra cosa^ en tres anos que han trans- 
curridddesde que debimos ser libres e indeperidienteSj, 
hasta que f esolvimos serlo, que pasar poi^ los amar- 
gos tramites de lasl asechanza^s^ las conjuraciones^ los 
ihsultos^ las hostilidades y las depredaciones de los 
mismos a quienes conyidabamos a participar de los 
bienes'denuestra regeneraCion, y para cuya felicidad 
queriamos abrir las puertas del nuevo mundo> escla^ 
vizado a la comunicacion del yiejo^ devastado e in*^ 
cendiado por la guerra, la hambre y la desolacion. 
Trea distintas oligarquiasnos ban declarado Ja guerray 
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the most pious and catholic kings that c?er fiUea thi 
throne of Spain, together with his nephe^v Louis X V t 
protected the independence of North America, with-* 
put dreading ecclesiastical censures, or the ^nger of 
heayen ; and now that the order of events more jiistlj^ 
places it within the reach of South America, ihewt 
who call themselves the authorized ageats o£ hit. 
grandson, wish to abuse that sanie religion, $o mudir 
respected even by Charles III. in order to prolong" 
ike most atrocious and unheard of usucpatioBS.-^ 
Just, omnipotent, and merciful God ! Till when* 
will fanaticism dispute the empire of that sacred reli- 
gion, which thou sent to the uncorrupted regions of 
America, for thy glory and her felicity ? 

The events which have accumulated in Europe^*' 
to terminate the servitude of America, have, beyoiic^ 
doubts entered into the high designs of Providence. 
Placed at a transatlantic distance of two thousand 
leagues, we have done nothing, in the three years 
which have elapsed since we ought to be free and 
independent, till the period when we resolved to be so,' 
than pass through the bitter trials of stratagems, cdn« 
spiracies, insults, hostilities and depredations, on 
the part of that same nation whom we invite to par- 
take of the goods of our regeneration, and for whose 
felicity we wished to open the gates of the ne^ 
world, heretofore closed to all communication with* 
the old one; now wasted and inflamed by war,; 
hunger, and desolation. Three distinct oligarchies 
have declared war against us, have contemned 
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iiatidespreciadanuestros reBamos^ hau amotinstdo it 
nuestros faelma^nos^ hamsembrado la d^sconfianza y 
el reaicoT entre i^ue^tra gran familial^ hjan trams^o 
tres horribles^ eonjiir^iriones contra nuestra libertaci, 
bate iBterrum^ido nuestro ^dmerfcio^ haq desaienitado 
jiiiestra agricultul*a^ ban^enigrado nfuestra conducts* 
J hati^coiH^ttadd coiitra nosotr^s las ftierzd,s de la 
Buropa^ imi^loraiido^ en vano^ su auxtKo p^ra opri- 
iptnios; Una teisma bandera^ tina' niisnia leDgua^ 
una midma religion^ j imas mismas leyeis^ banconfun- 
4tdo> basl^ ahora^ el partido de la Hbertad ^oh ^1 de 
la ttranxa: Fernando VH Kbertadory h^ ^elieado 
eontra Fernanda VII opresbr j y sino htibiesmdd re- 
tueltd abandonar iin nombre sinonimo del crimen y Itf 
Tirtudi iseria al fin esclavizada la Aniericd,^ con lo' 
mkmo que sutve a la independencia de la £dpa&a. 

De tal naiuraleza ban sido k>$ imperiosds de- 
flengafioi ^ne Han im^lido a Yeneztrela^ t sfep^faf 
yarfi fiiempri^ sii suerte^ d€ un nombtfe tan ominose^ y 
fatal. Coldcadapof ^lenk irrevocable distyirntiva 
de ger esclaVa 6 en^miga de sus hermanos, ba que« 
rido ccHnprar la Hbertad a costa de !a amktad; sinf 
impedir los medios de reconciliation que desed,. Ra«- 
zones mny poderosasi intereses? mny sagra^ds^ ihedi- 
taciones mny serias^ reflextones muy profuiidas, diis- 
eueiones muy largaar^ debsttes mny sost^didps^ com- 
binaeiones muy analizadas> suces^od mny imperiosos, 
riesgos muy urgentes^ y una opinibn publica bieiir 
^Mvociada y sostenida> ban sido Jios datos que ba» 
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our claims^ have excited dvil dissensions amongst. 
us> have sown the seeds of discord and mistrust in our 
great family^ have plotted three horrible conspiracies 
against our liberty, have interrupted our trade^ have 
suppressed our agriculture^ have traduced our con- 
ductj and have sought to raise against us an Euro- 
pian power^ by vainly imploring its aid to oppress us: 
The same flag, the same language, the same reli- 
gion, and the same laws, have, till now^ confounded 
ihe party of liberty, with that of tyranny ; Ferdi- 
liand VII. as liberator, has been opposed to Ferdi- 
nand yil. as oppressor; and if we had not resolved 
to abandon a name, at the same time synonimous with 
crime and virtue, America would at length be en- 
slaved by the same force that is wielded for the inde- 
pendence of Spain, 

Such has been the nature of the imperious impulse 
of conviction, tending to opert our eyes, and to impel 
Venezuela eternally to separate from a name so omi- 
nous and so fatal. By it^ placed in the irrevocable 
alternative, of being the slave, or the enemy of her 
brethren, she has preferred purchasing her oWn free- 
dom, attheexpence of friendship, without obstruct- 
ing the means of that reconciliation she desired. 
Reasons the most powerful, interests the most sacred, 
meditations the most serious, considerations the most 
profound, long discussions, contested debates, com- 
binations well analysed, imperious events, most ur- 
gent dangers, and the public opinion clearly pro- 
nounced and firmly sustained, have been tne pre- 

L 
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pf«eeflidt) k la dcclaracron solemne qti* el tjhito de 
^alio hizd el Congreso General de Venezuela de la 
ifadependencia absoluta de esta parte de la America 
Meridional : independencla deacada y aclamada pot" 
el piteblo de la Capital^ sancionada por los Podeipcs 
de la <3onfederacion, reconocida por loa Represeh- 
tlintes de las provincias, jurada y aplaudida por cl 
Gefe de la Igle^ia Venezolana^ y sostenida con las 
tidas, las fortunas, y honor de todos los ciudadanos. 
J Hombres libres, conxpafieros de naestra suerte t 
Vosotros que habeis sabido purgar vuestja alma del 
temor o la esperanza ; ^"^ di rigid desde la eletacion 
^ ^ii que os colocan vuestras irirtudes una mirada 
*^ imparcial y desinteresada sobre el quadro que 
'*^ acaba de trazaros Venezuela. Ella os cdnstitiiye 
^*' arbitros de sus diferencias con la Esparia^ y juece» 
^ de sus nuevos destinos. Si oshan afectado nuestros 
*^ males, y OS intresa nuestra felicidad, reunid a los 
^"^ nuestros, vuestros esfurzps, para que el prestigio 
^' de laambicion no triunfe mas de la liberalidad y 
^* Ta justicia, A vosotros toca el desengaBo que 
**^ ,unafunesta rivalidad imposibilita a la A^merica^ 
*^ con Tespccto a la Espana. Contened el verti|^<v 
'*" que se ha apbderado de sus gabieriM)s : demostraAe^ 
'^ losbienes reciprocos d6 nuestra regeaeracioii: de^- 
'^ cubridle la alhaguena perspectiva que no les deja^ 
, '^ ver en America el monopolio que tiene metalizados^ 
^^ sus corazones: decidle lo que les amenaza en 
*^ Europay y a lo que pueden aspirar en un mundo 
" Dii^YO, pacifico, fenoillo, y colmado ya detodas las 
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MMTion o# Ihat sdemii d6elkrsti6^> h^h nil ^^ ^^ 
awr hily, by the Gea»al €(mgrefts of Vei^auelfe, 
jof tbe absolate iadependeiice of this paiN; of So^uth 
iAii^riea ; an nct^ t%ked tot HikI appflauded^ bj|r thb 
fi^pleof the capiia!^ gatietioned by th^ p5Wm i^f ttib 

^ Cianfeder^ion^ acknowledged by the R^resi^iitAtiy'e*s 
of the provinces^ sworn to and propitiously tetii^ bjr 
the chi^f of the church of Venezuela^ and to be 
inaintailH^ with the lives^ foitAme^ and honours of 
all the Citizenft. 

Free men, companions of otir fjate ! Ye wl^o bavo 

. I^wn kow to dftest your hearts of fear or of hope $ 
direct, from the elevatioii on which your. Tirtuei 
bave placed you, an impartial and disinterested look^ 
on" the portrait which Venezuela has just trat^ed out 
for you. \Slie constitate|» yo?i the arbitrators of her 
differ ^K^es with JSpain, and judges of her new desti- 
nies. If you have been affected by our ^vils,. and 
are interested in our felicity, unit^ with lis your ef- 
forts, that the artifice of atnbition m^y not any 
lodg^ irimmgh over liberality and justice. T^o yoii 
belong the ofices of conviction towards Spaiib, wbich 
An mflbltil^te rivaUty places beyond ih^ reach of 
Aitterfi^a. Coatain the gtddines» which has^ seized 
iip0n her^vernments; point out to ikeian the reci- 
pr^al benefits ^ our regeneration; unfold tp them 
Ihe soothing project which they are debarred from 
beholding in America, by the monopoly that has har- 
dened their hearts; tell Ijiem what threatens themr in 

Europe^ and what they may expect in the new world^ 

h 2 
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beildicioiles de la libertad : yjuradle/por uItimo> 
a nuestro hombre:,que Venezuela espera con los 
brazos abiertos a sus faermanos^ para partir coa 
ellds su felicidad ; sin otra sacrificio que el de las 
preocupaciones^ el orgullo y la ambicion^ que 
ban hecbo infeliees per tres siglos a ambas Es- 
paiias." 

Palacio Federal de Caracas 30 
de Julio de 181L 

Juan Antonio Rodriguez DoMiNGUfiS^ 

Presidente. 

Francisco Isnardy^ 
Secretario. 
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tranquil^ uncorrnpted^ and alreadjr crowned with all 
the benedictions of libertj ; swear to them^ in shorty 
in our Dame^ that Venezuela awaits her brethren 
with open arms to share her happiness with them; 
without asking any other sacrifice than that of pre^ 
judice, pride and ambition^ which have, for three 
ages, produced the united misery of both countries. 

Federal Palace of Caracas, this 
SOthof July, 1811. 
-• - '> "' > . ■ ' 
Ji7AN Antonio Rodriguez Dominguez^ Pre8^ 
Francisco Ibnardy, Sec^ 
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CQNSTITUCION FEPEKAl^ 

' PAHA* Ldsr . ^ 

ESTADOS DE VENEZUELA, 

Hecha por los Representaiites d^ Margarita, dc 

< 

Meridtty de Cutnand, de Barinas, de Barcelona, 
de Truxill^, tf d^ C^dcas, rennidqs^ en CoK&njsso 

GsNERALy 

EN EL NOMB«E DE DIOS TO|)€> PODEROSO, 

NOS el Fueblo de los Estadoa cfe Venezuela^, 
usando de ntiestf ft Soberaoia, y d!esea:Bd:o establecer 
entrc nosotros la mejor administracioil de justicia, 
prcfcurar el bien general, asegurar la tranquilidad 
interior, proveer en comiin a la defensa exterior, sos- 
tener nuestra Libertad e Independencia politica, 
conservar pvrfi e ilesa la sagrada religion de nuestroft 
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FEDEBAJL CONSTITUTION, 

STATES OF VENEZUELA, 

Madely th$ ReprBsenicHives far Margarita, Merida, 
Cumand, VarinaSy Barcelona, TrnxUio, and Carw^ 
eas, in 0E2fsnAL CoNGAsgs Asstnibled., 



\\\M [!■ W 



IN THE NAME OF THE ALL POWERftJL GOD. 

WE the people of the States of Venezuela, aettti|; 
from our own Soyereignty^ .and anxious to establisli 
amongst ourselves the best possible administration of 
J'tistiee, to provide for the general good, to secure 
the tranquillity of the interiour, to mat^e provisiou 
in coifnmoH for our exteriour defence^ to sustain our 
|politi}:al liberty aad indepeudence^ to preserved pui$ 
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mayores, asegurar perpetuamente a nuestra posteridad^ 
el goce de estos bienes^ y estrecharaos mutuamente 
con la mas inalterable union^ y sincera amistad^ he- 
mos resuelto confederarnos solemnemente para formar 
y establecer la siguiente Constitucionj per la qual se 
ban de gobernar y admiolstrar estos Estados. 



PRELIMINAR. 

« - ' r - . . 1 ' • 

JBases del Facto Fed0:(itivo que ha de constituir la 
Autoridad general de la Confederacion 

En todo la que por el Pacto Federal no estuviere 
expresamenite delegado a la Autoridad general de la 
Confederacion^ conseryara cada, una de las Provin- 
cias que la compcinen, su Soberania^ . Libertad, e 
Independencia : en uso de ellas^ tendran el derecho 
exclusivo de arreglar su Gobierno y Administracion 
territorial^ baxo las leyes que crean convenientes^ 
con tal que no sean de las comprehendidas en e^ta. 
^ConstilueioUj ni se opongan^ 6 perjudiquen a los 
Pactos Federativos que por ^lla se establecen. Del 
•mismo dereeho gozaran toclos aqUellos territorios 
que por division del actual^ 6 por agregacioa a el, 
yengai^ ^ «er parte de esta Confederacion quando el 
^Pongreso General reunido les declare la represent 
ta^cipu de tales, 6 la obtengan por. aquella via, j 
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antl untouched^the sacred rtrligion of our ancestors, id 
secure and perpetuate to our posterity, the enjoyment 
of these goods, and to mutually bind ourselves toge- 
ther, by the most unalterable union and sincere 
friendship/ HAVE resolved solemnly to confederate 
together^ in order to form and establish the following 
constitution, by which the said States are in future 
to be goveriied and administered. 

PRELIMINARY. 

- Bases of the Federate Compact jWhich is to constitute 
the general authority of the Confederation.'-^ 

In whatever case, that by the Federal Compact, is 
not expressly delegated to the general authority of the 
Confederation, each one of the provinces composing 
the same, shall preserve its sovereignty, liberty, and 
independence ; and in the exercise thereof, they shall; 
have the exclusive right of regulating their own 
territorial go vernmfent and administration, under such 
laws as they shall deem fit,provid^d they are not such as 
are comprehended in this constitution, and are not op- 
posed or prejudicial to the Federate Compacts,thereby 
established. The same rights shall be enjoyed by all 
those districts which by division of the present union, 
or by posteriour aggregation thereto, shall here- 
after form part of this confederation, whenever 
the general Congress assembled shall declare them 
entitled to such representation, or tbey obtain the 
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fytwuL qnaiA establraofc para )a9 oceurreBcka de mU 
ctaae quanda no se ball^ temiido. 

Hacer-efectiva la iftutua garantia y seguridad que 
se prestan entre si los Estados^ para conservar sli li- 
Bertad civil, su independencia politica, y su culto 
teligioso, es la prfmera, y la mas sagrada de las fa- 
cultades de la Confederacioii> en quien reside exclu- 
siyamente la Rcpresentacion Nacional. Por elJa esia 
encargada de las relaciones estrangeras,— de la de- 
fensa comun y geaeral de Im E&tadoaf Confederados,— 
de conserrar la paz publica contra las commociones 
intoittsM} ^ los afaques exterior^s, — de ar^eglar el co- 
mereio exterior^ y el de los Estados entre tiy — de le* 
rantar y mantener Exercitos, quando sean neciesarios' 
para fti^ntener la libertad, iotegridad, 6 ftid^n- 
di^cia de la Kacion,— de coflstruir, y equJpar }3hXel(d 
cle gtrtrra, — de cdebrary concluir tratados y aKafi^^ai 
t(m las demas Naciones, — de declarart^s la gtierfa, f 
bkctst la pa2, — de imponer las Cofitribociones ihdis- 
petrsables para estos fines, 6 otros convenientes a la 
seguridad, trahquilidad, y felicidad comun, con ple- 
na y absoltita autoridad para establecer las Leyes 
geifierales de la tiiiion, jiizgar, y hacer executar 
^^iiafito por ellas quede resuelto y determinado. 

El exercicio de esta autoridad confiada a la Cofl^ 
federaeion, no podra jamas hallarse reuoido en sui^ dn 
versas funciones. El Poder Supremo dehe estar di- 
vjidido en LegislatiVo, Executivo, y Judicial'^ y cop.* 
gado a distintK^ Cuerpo^ ittd^pcindientefe entre s{, m 
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dfMPie by itM iamtB, of form, HvhicB the latter nay 
c^ti^hlisb for sieiilar easeSj, ^hen not assembled^ i 

. To f wdii^ ^fief tivQ the mutual guar^tee and secu-* 
wk^y ^teie^ in|o by the States amoi^st themsetves^ 
to preserve their civil liberty^ their political indep^^ 
jdence> and their religious vrorship^ is the first and 
most sacred of the powers of the -Confederation, in 
^whom exclusively resides^he national Representation. 
J5y the same it is charged v^^ith all foreign relaitions — 
nvith the common and general defence of the*Confede<- 
rate States — M^ith the preservation of public peace, 
from internal commotions^ or exteriour attacks — the 
r^ulating of exteriour trade and of the States 
ipipon^st themselves — ^the raising and mmntsiniog 
4j|iuie3, whenever they may be neces$aryio preserve^ 
th^. Uberty^integjcity^^and iiidepend^ce of the nation--^ 
tp byUd and equip vessejlis of vrar^— to make and coih: 
£rm tceatiea and alliances witii other nations^^^to de« 
clare war and m$ke peace — t^ impose the necessary 
tqjcea fox these, purpose^ or to adopt other measui^efl^ 
that may ten^- to the security^ tranquility^ «^ 
Cpnwipa felicity^ together v^tb the foil and absolote 
ppi^ec to, ena^t general laws for the umoQ, to ju^gd^ 
^d i4} caidise to be fu)filled^ whatever by the $Ufa0 
may be resolved and decreed 

The exercise of this authority confided to the Con^- 
federation, can at no time be united in its difierentr 
functions, The Supreme power is to be divided int^ 
Legislative, Executive, and Judicial, and confided to 
distinct bodies^ independent of each other^, as well as 
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80S respectivas facultades. Los individuos que fueren 
nombrados para exercerlas^ se sugetaran iaviolable* 
mente al modo^ y reglas que en esta Constitucioo se 
Ics iprescriben para el cuniplimiento, y desempefio de 
sus destinos. 



CAPITULO PRIMERO, 

' De la Religion. 

1. La Religion Cat&lica^ Apostolica^ Roinana^ es 
tambien la del Estado^ y la unica^ y exciusiva de 
los habitantes de Venezuela. Su protefcion^ con- 
seryacion^ pureza^ e inviolabilidad. sera uno de los 
primei'os deberes de la Representacion nacional^ que 
no permitira jiimas en todo.el territorio de la Con- 
federacion^ ningun otro culto publico, ni privado, 
ni doctrina contraria a la de Jesu-Christo. 

S. Las relaciones que en conseqiiencia del nuevo 
6rden politico deben entablarse entre Venezuelaj, y 
la Silla Apostolica, seran tambien peculiares a la 
Confederacipn^ como igualmente las que deban pro- 
mo verse con los actuales Prelados Diocesanps, mien- 
tras no se logre el acceso directo k la autpridad 
Pontificta. 
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in their respective faculties. The persons who may 
be namejd to exercise them, shall inyiolablj subject 
themselves to the manner and rujes, which in this 
Constitution vn^-y be prescribed to them^ for the ad- 
ministration and fulfilment of their charges. 



CHAPTER I, 

OF RELIQION. 

1. The Catholic, Apostolic, and Roman religion , 
is also that of the State, and the only and exclusive 
one of the inhabitants of Venezuela. Its projection, 
conservation, purity, and inviolability, shall be one 
of the first duties of the national Representation, who 
shall not, at any time, allow within the limits of the J 
Confederation, any public, or private, worship or 
doctrine, contrary to that of Jesus Christ. 

2. The relations, which in consequence of the new 
political order, are to be entered upon between Vene- 
zuela and the Apostolical see,ghall also be vested^ the 
Confederation, as well as those which may be agitated . 
with the present diocesan prelates, in t^e mean time 
that direct intercourse cannot be bad with the Ponti- 
fical authority. 
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CAPITULO SEGUNDO. 

Del Fader LegiHatlvo. 

Sec'CION PBIHEnA. 

Division, Iz mites ^ yfunciones de este Poder. 

3. El Coiigrrso general de Venc^uela^ e^tara di- 
vidido en una Camara de Representantes, y un Se* 
nado^ a cuyos dos Cuerpos ge cpnfia todo el Poder 
legishttivo, establecido por la presente Gonstitucion^ 

4. Eh qualquiera de los dos podran tener principio 
li» l^nes ; y cdda uno respectiTamente podta propter 
aioiro reparos, . atteraciones^ 6 adicciones, 6 relmsit 
4 la i^y pyofinesto^ su consentiiniento por ana n^gi*' 
tifaabselttta. 

&. Solo las lefeis sobrccontribueioftes, tasas^ii!^ 
^puesto^^ ^s*an ex^eptuadas de esta f^gla. !ElrtAsfi# 
|»iied[en terier principio sino en la Cimara dfe Repine* 
sentantes; quedando ai Senado el derecho drAinarh^ 
4e ^eioharrdiB, alterarlas^ 6 rehusarlas. 

6. Quando el proyecto de ley Haya «ido adtftiltdtl 
comferme k las reglas de debate que sc hayan prt* 
icr^tf estas Gamaras^ sufriri tres discnciones m <^' 
ikmes distintas c(m el inter valo do un dia k to atfcW* 
«ntre eada una^ an lo qual no podr£ pas&rse ^ ^' 
iierar sobre el. • /' 

7. Las proposiciones urgentes cstan exceptuadas de 
••stos tramites; pero para ello debe discutirse, y ^®" 
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CHAR II, 

OF tH& LB6YSLATIVB PO#SR* 
Sire* Ist.^^Divisions^ Limits^ and FuncHons qf iJUr 

3. The Creneral Congress of Vetiea^ueU sfaatl be 
divided into a House of Re^reseptatiyes^ai^ aSeeaie, 
to /^9^hi'ch two bodies is confided^ Ul the l^islative 
power, esta-blished by the present Constituticwi. 

4. In either of them anj lawmay originate^ and eacb 
respectively may propose to the^ other, amendm^nts^ 
alterations, or additions, or refuse its consent to the 
law proposed, by an absolute negative. * 

5. The laws relating to contributions, taxes, and 
imposts, are excepted from this law.. These can only 
originate in the house of Representatives, the ordinary 
right of adding thereto, altering or refusing theip, 
being left to the Senate. 

6. When the proposal of a law or bill has beea 
admitted, conformably to the rules of debate ,pre- 
scribed to themselves by the two Houses, it shall 
undergo three different discussions in distinct sessiops^ 
•with the* interval of a day at least between cach^ 
without vrhich, it shall not be lawful to pass tfae 
House. 

7. Urgent bills are excepted from these forms, but 
ioL order that this point may be established^ the urgra^jp 
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clararse previamente la urgencia en cada lini^.de lai 
Camaras. 

8. Ninguna proposicion rechazada por una de ellas 
podra repetirse hasta despues de un nno ; pero pd- 
dran hacerse otras que contengan parte de las re- 
chazadas. 

9. Ningun proyecto de ley, 6 proposicion consti- 
tucionalmente aceptado, discutido^ y deliberado en 
ambas Camaras^ podra tenerse por Ley del Estado^ 
liasta que presentado al Cuerpo Executivo sea ifir- 
mado por el. Si no lo hiciere, enviara el proyectp 
con sus reparos a la Camara^ donde hubiere tenido 
su iniciativa ; y en esta se tomara razon integra de 
los reparos en el registro de siis sesiones, y se pasar4 
a exStninar de nuevo la materia; que resultando se- 
gynda vez aprobada por la pluralidad de dos terceras 
partes, pasara baxo iguales tramites k Ya. otra Ca- 
mara, y obtenida en ella igual aprobacion^ tendra 
desde entonces el proyecto fuerza de Ley. Eri todos 
estos caso» se expresaran los votos de las Camaras por 
51 6 no J quedando registrados los nombres de Ids que, 
votaroh en pro^ 6 en Contra. 

10. Si el Cuerpo Executivo no volviese el proyecto 
a la Camara desu ortgen dentro del termino de diez 
dias cdntados desde su recibo, con exclusion de los 
feriados^ tendra. fuerza de Ley^ y debera ser promul- 
gada como tal constituciohalmente; pero si por em-^ 
plazamiento^ suspension, 6 receso del Congreso, no 
pudiese volver a el el proyecto antes del termino se- 
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..I? icK be discussed/ and pfeviousjy declared in eac^ , 
^bJ^.the two hou^vs* 

,8. ., No,, bill, rejected by cue of them, caa he re- 
^Iieated tilj^ajfter the lagse of one year^ but others may 
be made j:()Btainijng part of those rejected. 

9^. Np project, law^ or bill^ const itutionallj ac- 

xpptied/ discpssed, and. passed in ^ both houses, *hall 

^JbN^^OD^ider^ed as a lav^ of the State^ till it has ibeett 

^, jgresejated.ta^the |^xecMtive body, and by it signed. 

If^the letter ^hip.^ld withhold its assent, the projected 

\ bill,: ^i^h such amejidments, as the Executiye may 

. p\^^f^^st, shall be returned to the house where . i^ 

.. 0J^i4ia^d> .M^heyeia due note shall \>e taken of such 

^ ,^^I^ndI^ent9 on the journals, they proceeding afresh 

. tp gamine the case, which if again approved by a 

,,|)\ijf|ility of two thirds, the same shall, under similar 

.| foj^sv |i<iss on, tp^thj^ other houses wherein the same ^ 

^. fffjfTfjp^iiQn being obtained^ the bill from that in-" 

. stan^j^l^U have the full force of a law. Jn.all th^se 

cases, the votes of the houses shall be expressed by 

^a and nay, and^.register kept of the names of those 

. .whorvpted for or against the bill. 

^ |0, If the Executive should not return the bill ,to 
j.ihe .house, whence it originated, ia the term often 
^days.aftear it? rec^jipt^ exclusive of holidays^ the same 
. sbaJll h^ve the full force of Uw, and sh^ll be constitu- ^ 
f ;(j^p4^1y.pi:pmul^ated as 'such ; but if in consequence 
.^Q^^^uflfii^ons, suspension, or recess of Congress, the 
^;;bill cannot have been returned before the period 
. « .i^iied, it sha^U remain M'itbout effect* unless the Execu* 
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fiatado^ qiiedara sin efecto> a m^fios que el PodAr 
Exeijutivo no resueWa aprobarlo sin reparos^r f> ^fi* 
'^iones; perb en caso deponerlas^ podrli p'resentarae 
el proyecto con ellas a las Camarad en la inme^Us^ 
; Asaoiblei^siguiente a la expiracion del pla20. 

11. Las demfts resdiuciones, decretos, dictamen^, 
\^y actas de Itts Camarag (excepto las de emjUsiA' 
vinienio) deber&n tambien pasi^rse al Poder Execiitivo 
para su conformidad antes de tener efbcto. ' En el 
caso de que este no se conforme^ volver&n a segnir 
los tramites preseriptos para las leyes; y siendpUe 
liuero confirmados como eltas^ deberan llevarie- a 
execucion. Las lejes^ decretos, dictaihenes^ actks^ 
jT resoluciones urgentes estan tambien sujetas a e^ta * 
regla ; pero el Poder Execiltiyo debe poner $U9 re- 
par os sobre la urgencia y sobre lo stibstancial de la 
misma ley simultanestmente dentro de 1dos dias dies- 
pues de su tecibo^ y no baciendolo ^e iendr&n cofao 
aprobadas por eL * / > 

13. La f&rmula de redaccion con que lain de pasar 
las leyes^ actos, d^cretos y resoluciones de una a otra 
Cimara^ y al Poder E^ecutivo, stfrS un preambulo 
que contenga: el dia de la sesion eU qucf se £sci]ftio 
. en cada Canfara la materia : la fecba de las respiec- 
^ tivas resoluciones^ iiiclusa la de urgencia quando h 
haya; y la exposicion de las razones y fundftXneiHos 
quet ban motivado le resolucion. Quando se onjiila 
alguQos de estos requisites^ deberft toWerse d tMO' 



Digitized 



by Google 



^^I^Powej^shail resolve on approving tbenftme^ >^Uh^ 

.c^t any, alterations or a4ditions^ but in case these 
should be added^ the bill, together with the additions 
tiielreto,^ shall be laid before the houses^ in the' next 
Session subsequent to the period ex{fired.<. 

Ill All other resolutions, decrees^ opinions, ai^ 
acisbfboih hoiises; (eicepting those of summons) 
Iball likewise be Ifefered to the Executive Power in 
order to receive its dssenti before thej can be carried 
intb full effect. In case the latter should refuse such 
asseiit^ they shall again pass through the forms pre- 
icribed for the enaction of la'vrs^ and being in like 

* manner neivly confirmed^ they are to be carried into 
execution. The lawl», decrees^ opinions, acts^ and 

^ resolutions^ %hich may be held as urgent^ are also to 
be subject to this rule^ but the Executive Powei^is 
in this ease^ to state its objections respecting the 
urgency^ as. Mrell as the substance of any law^ 
/within the space of two days after its receipt, in de- 
&ulti of which^ the same shall be considered as ap-^ 
proved by it. 

12. The form of the ^taft or sketch under which 
the Iftws^ actft;, decr^s and resplutions are to pass 
from one house to the other^ as well as to the Exe- 
cutive, sh^ll be 8; preamble' therein contained,* with 
^aminutepf theday of the session on which^the sub- 

;. jii^et^w^s dkcussed in each, house, the date of the 

, fe$pec1tive resolutions, a statement of the urgency in 

case Ihere is any^ as vfell as an exposition of the r^- 

iooi and A)un4i(tions which have given rise to the 

' u.^ 
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dentro ae i^os dias a la (jamata donde 8€sn8le fa trfiiS^ 
sioH/^ o a la del ongen si hubiere ocurfrdo i^ir HttiDm; 

- - '- <■ , ■ -.....;■ ^ .'.. • 0. ../ 

* ISv Esto£(. recjuisitos no^ acompafiaraa a la lej^ en^ 
::$lt promiil^cion : dlja ^aldra entonces redactada. 
.;clara^ senCilla^ precisa y uniformemeale, :sin otjra 
:;cosa qde un membrete gue explique sii c^ntenido ccp 
I lanominacion de ley^ ac;to, 6 decreto,, j 1^.4*??^^^*^^^ 
.:de la fnisma ley/ baxo la formula de. estilo si^uiente : 
Ml Scnaclo^ y la Qdmarade Mepresentantes de los JSs^ 
iados-'XJnidos d^ Vemxueln^ juntos m.Con^f^eso decre-- 
tardn: y en seguida la^ parte dispositiTa de la ley^ 
r acta, o^decrelo* Estas formulas podran variarse si 
laa circumstancias y la conformidad de los jpueblo^ 
que se agreguen' a esta Confederaciofiu lo i^reyeseof 
necenurio. 



Seccion ssgumda. ^ 

Eleccion de da Cdmwra de JRepresmt antes} 

14. Los que compong'an la CkitkokdL^e^Repit&m^ 
tantcs deben ser nombrados 'por liois elSetiJriis pc^- 
lares de cada Protincla para servir p&t quatro^ aftpi 
este encargo; y el numero totar reSprectitd se t^«o** 
' vara ciida dos' por mitM, sii ipxe nipgiltoo ile^feos 
pueda ser reelegido inmediafamSft^^^ ^ 
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jqefplt^ioHi . ^heaj^yer any of. th^e requisites are 
ojge^ltted^ the act shall be returned within two days, 
totbe^ouse wherein the omission has been notedj^ 
07, to that where the same ori^inated^ if it has oc- 
curred in both. 

13. These reqciisites shall not accompany the law 

in its promulgation^ it shall then be drawn out in' 

a* clear, simple, precise and uniform manner, with*- 

out any th|i:^ more than a plain headmg, explanatory 

of its contents, with the name of the law;, act, or i^-^'^ 

cree, the dispnosilive part of the same law being^pre-^ 

ceded by the following words, ^^The Senate and' 

House of Representatives of the United States of 

Venezuela, in Congress a^semUed, have decreed, !jsc/^ 

then' is -to follow the decretive part of the same/ 

These forms can be yaried> if cit'cumstances %nd th^ 

assent of the provinces t^t may hereafjter be annexecl 

to this confederation^ should. maJjie it requisite. 

i BECTIQN IK , 

Election of the House of Representatives. 

14 Xbose who compose the fi^ouse of Represenr 
ii^ives^ are to be named by the popular electors of 
• each province^ to serve in this charge during the 
spacp of four years ; and the total number respective- 
ly, shall be renewed ever/ two years, in the propor^* 
tion of one half; without my being allowed io be r^ 
eje^^d immedif^tel^t 
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15. Nadiepodra ser elegidp antes de la edad de 
Veinticinco af&os': si no ha sido pbr cinco inmediati^^ 
mente ahtei de la eleccion ciudaidano de la Confcd^ 
racion de 'Venezuela; y'si no goza en ella una pro- 
priedad de qualquiera clase. 

. :1^. La condiciop de domicilio y residencia re^que^ 
rlda* aqui para los Representaates^ no exclude a lof 
ique hajan. qstado ausentes en servicio del ^tadp^ ni 
^ los que hajan permanecido fuera de el con pei'^ 
Qiiso del Cfobiernp en asuni^os propios^ con tal que su 
i^nsenqia no haya pa^sado de tres a^os ; ni a Ips nata- 
M^es del territorio de Veaczuela,, que habiendo es* 
iado fuera de 61^ 3e hnbiesai restituido y ](iallad9 pre- 
t^^ntes a la declar^itoria de su absoluta Indep^ndencia^ 
y la fa^bie^ep reconocido y jiirad^Q. . 

*. 17; La pbblacion de las Provincias sera la qiieife^f 
.termine el nuniero de los Represeniantes que les co|r 
i^ponda^ en razon de uno pbr cada veinte mil aJmar 
de iodas condiciones^ sex^s y ed^des. I^or ahbra ser« 
vira para el c6mputo el censo civil practicado ufti- 
mamente^ que en lo sUcesi^&'S^ reuovar^ ca^ cinco 
alios ; y si hechas las diyisiones de veinte mil^ result' 
tarc^algun residuo que pase de diess thil^ liabra|KNr 
el uii Representante mas. ' ^ 

rovl& Bsta {^roporcion de uno por veinte mil, cpn- 
4ini^«ra siendo la regia de la representacion, ~bast9> 
^ne^elniimc^pd^ los Representantes lleguea sesenta: 
*y aunqueis^ aumentase la poblacion, no se aunnentarfi 
por eso el numero/ sino se eleva;^ la proporcion hastt 
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I ^5. No.onecftn^be elected undier the age of 25, . 
;aEjBud if he hes iiot been for fiye, years immediately .pre-* 
vious to his. electiop^ a citizen of iht Confederation 
of .Venc5&uela, nor unless he enjoys property of somo 
nature therein. 

•^16. The requisite of previou9 residence above re*^ 
quired for the Representatives^, does not exclude those 
-wlip may have been absent in the service of -the State, 
nor those who may have been abroad under permission 
of the government, on their ov^^n affairs^ if their ab* 
sence has not exceeded three years, nor the natives of 
Venezuela, who having been out bf the country be- 
fore, had returned, and were present at the declara^ 
trpn of absolute independence, and have acknow^t 
t^dgM and sworn to the same. 

17. The population of the provinces shall deterv 
mine the number of the Representatives belonging to 
each, at the rate of one for each twenty thousand 
MuU of all classes, sexes, and ages. For the present, 
tbe civil ceqisus lately made, shall serve for the cal* 
cftldition, but in future, the same shall be renewed 
every five years^ an4 if after the divisions of twenty 
tiiouaa^d have been made, there should result apy re;^ 
«idue exceeding ten thousand, a Representative shall 
be elected for the same/ 

18. This proportioii of o^e for every twenty thou- 
sand, shall remain as th^ law for the representation, 
till the number of the Representatives reaches set^ 
ty, when notwithstanding jtbe population may hart 
iucreaied^ the numbeir ^lEiall npverthelesi not be en* 
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qoe'costrepbnda un RepresehtaYit^'a cf^iiixtlnUi nSH 
nlmot/ Ejieste estado continuafi la {>rop6>rctoB de*^ 
iifib por treinta mil^ hasta qlie tlegu^^ a Hf^ld l^v 
KepresentanU^ ; y eutoitces coma en el ca^ attteri^r, 
ae elevara la propprcipn a quannta mil p6r utio; 
liftsta que lle^ien a docientos por el aUlneiifo prb- 
grcsivo de la poblacioQ^ encujo caso se procefdera Ae^ 
mbdo que la regla de proporeion' no subfe <fe uno por 
cbcueata mil almas. 



19. Quando por muerte, renuncia, u otra cauKst 
yacare alguna plaza de Represen^ante, entrara aL 
lervijrla.el que en las ultimas electiones hubiese b^- 
tenido la segunda mayoria de vbtos, y se considerara- 
nombrado por ej tiempo que falte al primero. Si 
este fuese m6uoa de uri ano. no se le eontara iomo 
ojbslaculo para poder ser elegido en las i&mediatas 
elecciones. 

20. Estai se OEecntaran con imiforntuJUid^ftt.iodOj 
«! territoirio de U CodfederaKuin/ pcgoedtteadtf ptm. 
ejlo del idcidd si^uiebte : . ,' .' 

21. £1 dia primfro de Noyieiubire d6 cfflla^ffftiPQ^i 
fl^'reu'urraii li/k siifragaiiti^ ^u iddttt l&3|»rA»4&ia84el 
^hWSo. ^Ira ele^ir Htfrfe y eif^irtarietfitt'^atfe l6i eiti&k 
tbrel parlro^ulaKa^ufe Bafi cfe hb*l)rif M' R^i^s^ 
i^fifaWe 3 Heiii^siifiikDfil ¥if^ ^Wtmimmt ^vO^ 
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!|^€fi^ei^tiiiive shall be fpiln^^ to^ceFjreapoiid^torBa^lit 
tbir^ tiiK^iUili>4)89iil8. li^ th|& atateas the prop6rti;0% 
of pnV fifr ever^ thirty thausanii ta^Mmtinue> till the^ 
pufllbei^ of Repire«enta/tiye8 reachf? oae hundred; aii^i 
^fe<l^^a0:iIl the former casje^ the proportiop stiaU b^ 
iraised to forty tbousadd: for ope/ till the i^^^unib^^ bj^ 
tbe progressive increase of population^ has reached 
-fiwo huiidred, in w|iich case it shall be regulated in 
sw^h ' inan|[|0r, th^Ei^t the rule o& proportion doe^/ jgkX 
give iBore thm one for eadi fif$y thousand souls.' 

\% Wh^ in co^Me<]p4fnce qf. deaths resigi^atioi|y 
or acgr oilifer^eause, tl^ seat of a, Rqpreselitatiye sbai| 
be vacated 9 it fhall be filled by ^ the person who >ii( 
|he last election bad ojtrtamed'the second ^^jpi^ilj %^ 
votes, and he fhall be considered as elected to serve 
4uring all the .time that rems^ined for the 'first, and 
if he shm^M* faifire anrt^ test than a jear^ ft skall liot 
jM h^ld sMi an^ c^^acle t0 his ebtainti^ a scat ai 1^ 
Mirt'ele0ttoa. 

td» Tbe deetion^ irilaB be conducted witb the 
'^tfiflftf tfbiftmitttj^ througbo^ the wbote tenritory of 
tile Cdiffdlerati4fl> and in the following manner. \ 

2i. The fiii$t day of November of every two yfam^ 
Ibo tot^n ftbali collect ii| ^U tlu^ parishes of the Staie^ 
jb oi^t to choose freely Itnd voluntarily the parochiai 
^tl^letorsj ^0 are W ni|;i]ie the Representative or Re4 
p^»R^«BUtiv^, t^h^ ^ tjie next ^o suecMdiHf 
'"^ki^ ^cWresp«dKl4iatiiefr€i^ 
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Siu A cada mH almas de pobtacioni y a cada'Pai* 
jroquia^ aunque no Uegue k este numero, se daraua 
ciector ; luego que eaten nombrados se disalyer^ la 
C/ongregacionparroqttialc j los Electoros se haUaraft' 
retiilidos indefisetiblemente el quince de Nayieoibre: 
cpi-la Citidad 6 Villa que fuere cabeza del Partido 
ca^tular^ para nombrar los Rep^esantaiites. 



S. El resultado de la Congregacion electoral, se 
Temitira por ahora inmediatamente al Gobierno proTr 
Tinetal ; y quando este se reforme popularmente, al ' 
^iestdrate det Senado^ 6 primera Gamara del Cuerpo-: 
)%tdativdide ella^ que ^i todas deber4 haJlarse re^, 
vnido en los primeros dias de ])iciembre. { 



84. El Gefe del Gobierno actind^^.el PresideiDtC 
del Senado quando lo:baja> abrira k pxesencia de la^ 
l^gislatura proriDcial que se hallar& .reunida, laf^ 
iFotaeiones i)iie se remitan de los Partidop para' Ctfofaur 
los'votos. Se tendran por ^egidos para Rqire-, 
Bentantes los que bayan reunido i^ m &irc^ la majori% 
4d imaseto iotal de los Elector nombrados ; y m., 
caso de igualdad de mayoria entre dos 6 mas perr 
sonar^; tlegitk entre ellof la Legislatura; pero 4- 
Dingima.Ile||;ase a reunir l^^ mitad« la, L^islaturiL 
enft6neei joicogef 4 de jc^ que bay^n tmi^ mas yc^o^^ 
nn nuroero iriple^ 6 doble m fiiecQ pi^iso de los {te^ 
preseB^antea^^^to^^n a su Proyincia^ para elegir. 
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'^. Each thousaod souls^ or each parish, n6twj^:, 
stan^Qg it does ngi reach that amount of popt]la||0Pj.^ 
shall have one elector^ and the nomination of theiNI -, 
being effected, the parochial meeting shall be dis:- ; 
solteil, and the electors shall without fail, be col« k 
lected on the 15th of November, in the citj»or chie^ 
io^m of the district, in order there to name the Re«^. 
presentatives. 

2S. The results of the electoral m^tings Bhall ^ 
iflamediately referred, for the present, to th^ ProTift- 
cial ^vernment, and, when this is {i^ularly re-*j 
formedi to the Presidadt of the Senate, or of th^ finflt. 
RoU9e of the JLegislatiYe body of the same, which in^ 
ever J prbyin^ is to be in session at the b^ginmng cdT, 
December. 

24. The chief of the present goyernment, or flie 
Fr^ident of the Senate^ ^heg this is established^ 
^allbpen inihepreseQ^eof the Provincial legislatu^ 
fbr that purpose assembled^ the results of the polk > 
which may have been forwarded from the districts^ 
in order' to count the votes. Those shall be.con<-. 
ladered as elected to serve as Representatives, who: 
may have united in tiieni^lves the greatest numbeK 
ol^ the electors cho»en» and in case the majorifiet 
should be equal b^tw^en two or more persons, the 
legislature shall choose l^ween them ; but if nfO one 
siiould be &uAd to have received half pf the vojtesy 
tlie legislature shall then thoose ^niQipgstlhose whor 
may have the geeatesi ii«mber, a;^^rd ^r double 
4tiMtity of H^resentatives tndce Ihi^ ntkessaij ti^ 
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gaiiM<e0toB loBjqpp . idebiM ^a^lct, ipariu ef<^ ^t^ 

afiadiendo A^loBvptos de Ja^I^ul9'tu^a lo$,^que cad% 
im^ hubiese obtenid? diQ$4s, las Coqgff^^i^^ef^ 
ekctorale? de las cabc^^^ de, partidp. En tiaso d^ . 
ig«ialiladiiSQ la ultima^ e}eccioi)4^ Isf I|^sla(uira> de- 
cidipa ^1 ^ota del Preaidente^ . 

25. Mieatras no se.organizaxi caii9lit|t<;ioii^I y qigi- 
IbnnemeDte las L^sli^tofas. de.W. PrAT^apias^-pOa-^ 
0Hm,hacer sus.Gobieciios actu^alea 1ft pirejea^^a ap-^ 
teriormehte^ juntandose en im. lug%r ^t^nyoajia. 
iodos siis miembros en upion de. laa; A^ijLnicira^idc^^ 
de la Capital^ y do^e^ personaj de^ arr^jgft coaopid^ 
elej^idas previamente por la3 mismas Municipa|f4^% 

26. Todo hombre Kbre tendra derechd de^snlir^^ 
eajas Con^regaciones Parroquiales, si a esia calid^lts 
anade la de ser Ciudadano de YeHeauela^ residm^to^ 
en la Parroquia '6 Pueblo donde sufirag^^ si fuocW 
m^yor lie veintiun afios^ siendo soltero^ 6. m^iio^r 
fiieiido casado, y velado, y si poseyefe ua, caud^ 
lih^e del valor de serscientos peso^enlas Oapitafe^.^ 
Prpvincia siendo ^oltero^ y de quatrocienlds aicp^o^ 
casado^ aunq^ue pertenezcan a la mu§ec, 4 de qPIAr. 
tropiento3 en las demas poblaciones en el primec cafc^w 
Y docientos en el segundo; ^ si tubiere ^ado^ jfe 
apipo^cion pubjica en una (^leiicia^ 6 af te lfl^]^al^ 4l 
nijecanjca: o si fuere pTopietariOj^ 4 arrendadoi? dift 
tierras^ para semedf eras^ 6 ganada ^B ial ^u^a. tpj^ 
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amongst Ihem the definitiTe^tiJc^, Fior'tiarf^^feieMlaii 
any kind of majority may suffice^ by adding to the 
Vrites of thd Legisliture-thABO ^hich each may have 
^ obtained from' the efectof*!: meetings of %e chief 
*tow;lis. In Case of a jWifity of yotes in the deJfidTtiTei 
'^^'fectidn of the} Iiegishctiird^ the vote of the Presideat 
^ijfall decide, \ : ' ^ 

^ ''"SSJ In the* mean timetfaafelbe'l^gislatiires of^ t^e , 

^^roVitices aft not organized ci^n^iitutioiiaUy -s^ -^Wi. 

uniformity, their present governments are to proceed 

in the regulations above specified^ by a^sembling.ia 

^ rf place determined ;^ all their members in imion with 

\ those of the miinicipalities of the capita^ and twelve 

f -persons of known property,previously/electe(tby tiw 

'«aid. municipalities, _ 

3$. Every fr^e man shall have the right of voting 
in the "parochial meetings, if to this quality he 
add^ that of b^ing a citizen of Venezuela, and resi- 
- dent in the parish or town where he Votes : f^rtlu»i 
if he is aged 21 years and unmarrried^'andif mar- 
ried and settlfed, even if he should be under that age, 
. and, possessed of a free property i>6 the value of sist 
liiindred 'dbttars 'irf the^^c^^ tp\^i^i>1^^lhif'pi^iDi3re 
whW^unmaffied;"ati(f o/ Tpur 'hiincBfed dtollait ttitr- 
*^ried,*aAfiotfgh the same btftloings to <he v^ife>^of^of 
%uip hundred in theM)ther to Wns in the ffipstcase^^^d 
two hundred in th6 secohd. ' Also if he ItMd^ iny 
office or public testimony of the ^ex^cise of day 
*<cience, Ot *^f iWrar «nd 'inechbrnc- art j or ifhfe fetto 
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flpfiiMtM weak li» «8^p^M para Idp impeetifMl 



87. Seran exeltiidM d^ eSte dereelid lot deoieiites, 

lbs vordomndos, Ids taliidos,. los deiidores it'ciaidalai 

' iiublicoii con plazo ciimplido^ Iob estrarigeroe^ lei 

iran^iintes^ los yagos publico!i y notorios^ los que 

bajan sufrido mfamia no purgada por la Ley^ los-^e 

* fengan causa erimitel de gravedad abierta^ y Los que 

^ iieiidcr casaflos n6 yiVtt con sns mngeresi sin ibotl^b 

28. Ad^mas de las qudliaades referidas pata loi 
siifragantes parroquiale^^ deben los que ban de tener 
Toio en las Congregacioiies electbraks; ser vecinoa 
del partido Capitular donde votaren^ y poseer una 
propiedad libre de seis mil pesos en la Gitpital de 
Caracas; siendo ^olteros^ y de qiiatro mil 9i6hdd ai^ 
sados^ cUya propiMad sera en las derails CapitalftSi 
Ciudades, y Villas, dc qiiatro pail siendo sc^ltcrOjy 
ires mil iilerido ca^add^ . 

39< Tambien se conceden los mismos derecbos, & 
los Empleados publicos con ftueldo del £stado^ ccm 
tal que este sea de trecientos pesos amiales paravotar 
en las Congregaciones parroquiales, j de mil para, 
los Electores capitularesf Pero todps ellos estan in* 
babiles para ser miemt^ros de las Camaras de Repre<' 
p^xtantes, y senadores mientras no raiuncieA al ezer^ 
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^mketW ^iei^t of settl lands, or cafflc, prcffmA 
- tibe produce amounts io tike respeciiye sums^tipuIateA 
-for marrkd'and single persons. 
.5 S?.. TbMeexcluded from ^^ rig^^ are 1^ !u*« 
;wiiki jd^f attd dumbt bankrapt», dbbtors to pv^ 
1 Uc priqperfy afteK tbe expifalioii of the periods fixed 
: for payment, foreigners, persons without fixed ren^ 
.«4ence, pnbUe and notorious vagrants, pertoqs yrho 
. may have he^ nubject to amy ipfiun j not wiped awfjf 
. by law, those under criminal prosejcution, aM;]ni(r'« 
ried persons not cohabiting with their wivea wMbqot 
: legal motives. , . 
. 28. Besides the above stated qualities requisite for 
^ tiie parish voters, those who are entitled to vote in 
the electoral meetings, are to be residents of the dis-? 
, trict where they;give suffrage, and to possess a free . 
. property to the value of six thousand dollars in the 
capital of Caracas, if unmarried; and of four thou- 
sand if married, which amount of property in the 
other capitals, cities and towns, shall be four thou* 
, sand for unmarried persons, and three thousand for 
those married. 

^, The same rights are also granted to public 

^ functionaries enjoying salaries from the State, pro« 

'^ >i^ed these are eqtlal to three hundred dollars per 

year; all such shall vote in the parochial meetings, 

and in the electoral Onesj if their salaries reach one 

thousand/ All such are nevertheless disqualified 

' from being members of the Houses of Representa«* 

tives and Sefaate, as long cui they retaio the exercise 
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jfticio.dc Ills eiwlco«KJI?1^5g!^4^ fi% 
Hjieldofpor t^OvClti^^^ 

30. Esun derecho iEHttblaqro^fynp^^ 

' '{vSI.'^tf qtti^& dd stis'^k^r^i* S>d^ los %|W$^ 
vjr^rbtias n^liaTiks de l^li Pueblo^4^'stl^distrit$-jp^^ 
-*4l^^e^ a%i*aiMiikii6«f!piir fellas' preaS#i]^ y %onclu4rCfe4 
iOIWattVbteas^ 'f)afroq!iia>cs ; ^^ pera* 4as <*lSfectM€tIe»^%BW 
presidira uno de los Alcaldes^ j la»^ii4{^#teMf&-M 
1 E^iWlft^tifttiiibipal. 

''^f Sf Hubiese por ^arte de la*i IVlumcipiMadfei 
^"^Mtin^iiii Kafcer op(h:tiiiiamefnte estas eonvpcatafiiis^ 




^rpA iVfuiiitip^l; 
Titckfdfepties d^ di«tiWai las Cori^r^gaciones; el ie* 
'^^sultado arGdbkrnolProviflcial rt^t^^^^^ ^ ;/ 

_ . 33. pi uso de esta facultad, tanto por p^rte^^e h^ 
'TVTiAiicip'arKiades,' xomo de los Ciiidaclanosi fuera.de 
>oi preic^nidofi en esta^pqc^titu^^ 
contra. la sefflurijJad puttica^'--y una 
es der^staao,; y (lunca nasar^n las* 
is CongregucioneSjd^l noaibrami^nto 
lepicsefltantes del t!ongreso,Geiie{aX» 
Provincial respectivaj .^i^ tratar^en 



Digitized 



by Google 



crf^tBeir functiops, and enjoy their respecdve salaries 
during the time of their representation. n 

30. Itis the exclusive and sole right of the respect 
tive municipalities to convene^ in cbnformitj ^o the 
<5dmtiiution^ primary and electoral i^eetings^ and all 
dthers which niay be resolved cm bjr the government 
of each province. 

• 31. lAny one of its roemberS;, a judge, or a distin* 
^bished personage in th^ tovirnd> can by /them be 
authorized to preside in, and to close the parochial 
meetings, but electoral meetings shall be presided bj, 
a justice of the peaccj and the acts thereof shall be 
legalized by the municipal notary. 

.38. If there should be any omission on the part of 
the muncipalities, to convene these meetings in due 
iime, the citizens can, in that ease, assemble on the 
days assigned by the constitution for that purpose, 
t»id do yfhai the municipality has not done ; but with 
Ofder^ tranquility and m^oderation i they are more* 
over authorized to comniunicate the results of the 
meetings aftelr their dissolution, to the respective 
Provincial governments. 

33. The use of this faculty, as well on the part of 
the Municipalities^ as on that df the citissens, except** 
hig in the cases and times fix>ed by the constitution^ 
fhall be held as a transgression against the public 
Meiirity> and a treason against the^aws of the State; 
nor shall the ftmctions of these meetings exceed the 
liomina^on of electors, that of Representatives to the 
M&mtrtA Qotijg^resi, or to the respective provincial Le- 
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rnmim a%bsMi 4t otht 'torn ^e ne preretiga Jia VimP- 
«titucipn. 



Sf. Las <^i4i|ka^Joiie8 de ^ropiedad seran pecu- 
Hareft « las f ec^pectiva^ MiHliei^alidtdes que Ueyftrao 
permanentemente un registro civil de los CiudadauM 
aptf^ |^ara,¥otor^Mi las Ooaig>F6ga€i0Qes {MLrro^uiafes, 
J ^leeiarales de ^su ^pa^iido, en la £»rma que eatab* 
fe<ii&re kk resjpeeiiva Confetiluoitm Previneial^ 



^ 35. La falta actual -i^^^a^ del r^estr^ <iifii ot* 
HeiMMip fiiir el atitculo ai^teit(Hr ipaaria eatatd^cer las 
eaUfi^MHoAes de Jos Ciudadaaoa^ podri aiipUsse iko^ 
^fimndd iw Cabildosa )es itiismes ^enoovbrenpara 
jj^residir 1m AsaiiiblefKs pri&iaFiaa^ ^^parroquiales|>ara 
A^toiar \ib 0eft80 ^n oada Pactoquia con vista del 
:3Hkbtimo feraitfda jMira >el actual Coqgr^sc^ ^ iieU 
:£icl^a£rtieo4iu4eDiz<ade:p6C el Cura^ 6 su Teni^itq^ 
y ^uirtro vecinoa hoBFadcs^ padF.es de familia^ j fro- 
pietarios del Pueblo^ que baxo jurammito testrfiquen 
te*er Ipa cMaprehendidcis ^eA ^1 eaaso las eulidiides 
-teqtteridas fFapa -s^nnifinigantei^ a-cAectares^ 



: d6.. Olbted^jpor ei^ medio.lajpoblacion 
: Jb Parroqttia, -ae aabrdl ei Elector^ ^ ^leetores^ue 
<ik cDri^spOttdatt^ jjfl^e Ibriifara'^narUata p^ ell^ de 
4<^ Ciadadaino6 4iie'fesult(iii<con4ereeho & suA*^^# 
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other business that istkoiw^igm^ilm^k^i^^^PBr 

34; The quVliflcations of property shall he left i^ 
^ha'r^e of the respeptiye Miiiiicipalities, wl^o shs^l at 
alLtimes keep a tvivil registe;r of ;the Citizens autho- 
tiztd to tote in jthe jparpol^^ial meetings, as well ^ 
of those capable of being returned as efectors for the 
district, tinder the form that nfiay be established by 
lhe»re*pective Provincial Constitutions. 
• 35. The want at present experienced of a civil Re- 
gister ordained by the above article, in ordet to 
establish the qufilifications of the citizen?; may be 
iihpplied by an nuthofjity con&ired by the municipal 
^odies on those the;^ imf^ fiasie ^to p^reside in ihe 
priiDEry.ar.piurochial weetii^, oatabUahinga^oenaiis 
in ^iLch parish founded on thejate Qpe ^riLWuiip for 
4he present Pongress^ or it may be jjojpie by the Sp- 
c^siastical body autbodzed by tbe |Cuf ate or his f}^- 
^jity; together with four respectable citizens, hpusus- 
J^eejpprs, ja^nd landholders im the same town, wjip 
4iyjji?r ejitb, jsjjall tfijsiify thait those cpmpreheftded i^ 
the]i9t> ^o^sesjj the |(i]ualities requi3ite for vpter?^ pr 

36. The toial population of the parish being by 
4his' means established, ihe nuQ'ber of electors 4hat 
%i9y eorrespond-te flie same wi^ll be aseertained^ ti fist 
^B-tflso to be mad^ put of the eitHsens fbufid thepem 
^^fi^^he 'fi^fat of ^fFOle/ -m ^H ^s another •$ ^lose 
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y otra de los que esten habiles para net Electorcs em 
ht Cpi%regafcidn capitular. ^ 

ST., Estas tres listas scjlevarjh por el coniisionado 
1 la Asamfclea priiriariar 6 parroquial, para que lo» 
&ufragantes con conocimiento de ella procedau £ 
nombrar de los de la ultima lista el Elector, 6 Elec- 
tores que cbrrespondan a aquella Parroquia. 

38. Yerificado" esto se presentara todo ello per dT 
comisionado al Cuerpo Municipal del partido, para 
que sirva a formar el registro civil provisional, 
inientiras por cl Cohgreso no se establezca ptra 
formula, 

' S9. El acto dc eleccion parroquial y electoriJ 
sera publico^ como es propio de un Pueblo libre y 
c virtuoso, y en el se pfoceder& del modo siguiente. 

40; Los Electores primaries, 6 sufragantes parro* 
quiales llevaran su8 votos en persona por escrito, 6 
de palabr^' al Alcalde de quartel, 6 Juez que se nom-^ 
brarp dentro del tcrmino de ocha dias, desde aqu^l 
en qiie ^e abriesie la elecciqn; y en el primero ie 
Noviembre Ise procedera al escrutinio ante el nxisain^ 
Juez con seisi personas respetables de la Parroquia, 
4 cuyas puertas se fixara la votacion^ y su resulttfdo^ 

4J. En las Congregacipnes etectorai^s dara su 

Toto cada Elector en un billete firihado, 6 en secreto 

;a la voz al Presidente de la Congregacion que 1q Iiar£ 

:^8Cribir en el actp ppr^l Sdcc^iaiw apresencia de das 

testigoi.. R^uhSAm los yiAi^s en seciPeto, se prac* 
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'who may be qualified to cerye' as electors at thia^ 

uaeetittgslM^d for that purpose. 

37. . These thre^ lists arc to Be carried by the coia#. 
missioner to the primary or parochial meetings^ that 
tie voters in conformity thereto, may proceed to 
name out of the last list the elector or electors corre9*r 
ponding to that pa^rish. 

38. This being done, the \?hple shall be laid be* 

Core the Mmsdcipal body by the commissioner, that 

^e saitfe ih^j serye to form , a provincial ciyil Jl^- 

^^ister, in the Qiie^^n ^n>e, aiid till Popgress sfaall^ 

establish another form. 

39. The parochial and electoral elections shall be 
p^ubHc, as becomes a free and virtuous people, myi 
conducted in the following mariber. ' 

40. The primary electors or parish voters » shall 
carry tiieir written or verbal votes in person to th«^ 
nagbtrate of ihe district, or to the judge who may bo 
named within tl\e term of eight -day« from that 091 
i?r1iidi the polling, is opjened; and 09 the first 6f Nor^ 
irraiber the votes shall be added up in presence of tho 
said judge, and six respectable persons of the parish^ 
and a statement of the votes an4 results be fixed on 
tlie dooris of the parish church.. ^ 'V 

41. In the electoral meeiings eaeJi elector shal) 
give bi9 vote on a signed ticket or verbs^lly to the' 
President of the meeting, vtrho ihall cause the lame 
to be entered down a^ the list by the Secretary^ in 
presence of two witnesses. The vote3 being thus 
privately collected^ the additions thereof sbill bf 



Digitized 



by Google 



6rdeii alfabetico, y se'^tim iu^a «» "T^z tttilm 

4^. tu AUAtLi, 6 dificultad^d tfue $e stff^itm m 
lai Asatitbleas ptimariak i& ete^td^aled s^V^ i^tiali-^^ 
dades 6 fornias^ se decidiran en laa prldi^ftts p^ e^ 
Pr^srdetite y ^as as0ci^6sf> jr eftf la^ ^^undk» por la 

etf filihtio tt&mtso a la L^girfltura f rd^dat, i^ 
^US iniit iAfttd ie su^ptni^ pot eso 6l ifm.o4t6W 
^ elcccion respcctiva. 

^. Ia CaUr^fa de Repretehttnief al prfncipW iiii|^ 
Sesiones elegira pscrsrei ttempo qbe dot urcfi efitas> m 
PHAAeVtii y Vio«-^Pi«sidcil*e de sus Hriemttfos-^e 
fdAtk ^titKf 6A ca«cr 4e prorroga/ 6 cohybpaetoi^ 
^f^Pdidarm; Uifilieii nonlbr^ra fu^thdee m stmt 
i\ Siititkti^s f AknUUQ&aiiles qile jttegik^l&ecdaMriot 
pai^ el cfeMhipiho dt uui ^Imjos; sieitMb tie so ati^ 
ii^ilad 1ft iiiipmm istimMo^^ 6 grktifieaknopdt dt 

44. Todos los emplaildcii de Ih Cim^eA&Kachm istftit 
iil^o»fi 1« i«!{p«eciofilie la Cama^a ^ R^rdatm- 
Vikt«i an ^l d^fempelio d^ but Icmcione^i y per olla 
mUi ^h$i»ddK attto el ^Mado tb todbs ' It)^ earns d6 
. tis^S^) (^dllisicte^ 6 nil«ivt^tocron« y eHe Adanitiri^ 
IlifS^ if «h&!2ld9^liy y j^gadt €sM» acma^idbesi flm ^nt 
fbdteA sdlMMie i m j^Qeio (for ott^ ^gaid tptt ^ 
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fmftde in puMi€y and a list ^ alpliabelkal drd^ 
^ mad^ ovity when tne votes shall be read aloud^ mth 
the names of each elector . 

42. The cloubts orx^jQ^ultie^ that^may arise in the 
primary or electoral meetings- respecting qualifi- 
cations or formsu Wl^^ €rpt sh94^b<e decided by the 
president and his associate judges^ and in the second 
hy the meeting itself; but from botli there can be a 
definitive appeal to the provioeial Legislature^ widf- 
mxt in the mean time^ the #fieot of the respeftifs 
elections being suspended. . ^ 

43. The House of Representatives on opening c 
the session shall elect fer the tiqie of ita duration^^ 
a president and vice-president out of its qwa mem- 

. bers, who can be changed in case of prorogation or 
^aUraocdiaary wmoiOQs; it nkpiX %\m mm oi4 ^f 
*4be bouse a secretary, and thQ ^tb^ A^Pfrs it .may: 
j«idge nooes^ary to pf^fi^m th^. varipJis dutii^; it 
beii^ iq like nmop^p auihoiri?^ i^ fi^ tbe ^laf}^, 
(BoA emoluments' ndiich the paid fu96|iQnar{[;Qp Afg tp 
^reeeive* > : . 

44. All personi employed under tb^ Cop^^atl^ 
are subject to the inspection of the House of Repre- 
«p]l^tativ^s in the discharge x>f their duties, an4 V t^© 
M^mi^ they ar@ tip b^ accused before the Senate in all 
{^ji§^ gf tr^^oo^^<;.plIwsiQn^ or malversation ; and the 
Ji^itor fball 04joit, he9.t,. examine anj J^^dg^ sijch 
fiLC^m^l^^i^^ without their being able to be submitteiL 
in fteiy .ju^PWPt thjough aiiy dth?r or^ thaii 
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de la Camara^ a quien ^0ca exclurivamente ei^ 
derecbo. • 

■ ' "■' :' • ^ . ' 

JtECCION TERCERi|« 

Eltccion de los Senadores^ 



V 45. El Senado de la Confederacion \o compcmdrf 
par ahpra un numeiro de individuos^ cuja proporciop 
^no pasara de latercera^ ni ser4 m^nos de^ la quinlf. 
parte del numero de los. Itepreaieiitantes : quand^^ 
estos pas^n de citotpj! esiara la proporciqn de aqaellos 
entre la quarta^ y la quinta : j quaiido d^ doc|eii|;o^ 
Wire la qumta^. y Id sexta. 

46. Este calculo indica al presente que debe baber 
de cada Provincia un Senador por cada seteiita.mil 
almas de tddas coiidiciones^ ^exds^ y edades reoa 
arreglp a los ^senses que rigenf; pero siempre uoui- 
brar^i unb k que ijio llegueal'iiumero iefialado^ f<Si^9 
la que deducida la quota h quotas de seteptft tei4U 
tenga un residub detreinta mi} almas. 

47. Jll termino de las funciones de Senador sera d 
de seis anos/ y cada dos se renovara el Cuerpbpot 
ierceras* partes^ siendo los primeros a quienes' ioqufe 
este turno k los dos ajnps de^la priihera reunion^ los ob 

* las Provincias que b'ubieren dado mayor numerp, y 
asi sueesivkmente^ dembdo que ningiino. paae de Ids 
sets aftos asignadoSi 
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fhat af tie, saijij House, to whpm exclpniyel/ ^ 
right belongs. 

.SECTJON in 

ElecHtm ^f Senators. 

. 45. The Senate of the Confederation sh$,ll, for thti 
present^ be composed of a nnnrber of iodividikali^ 
Whose proportion shall not exceed a third, and shall 
pot be less than a fifth part of the number of Repre-> 
seatatives ; that is^ when the latter exceed one hun^ 
dred, their proportion shall theh be betweeja the 
/ourth and fifth part^ aad when two hupdred^ betwe^ 
that of a fifth and sixth. \ . » 

46. This calculation at present indicates^ th$t for 
each province there is tf> be one Senator for every 
tM^entj thousand souls of all conditions, cla^aes and 
Iige8> according to the census of the country now ia 
Ibrce; but each province sh^ll nevertheless name 
^m^, a}thou]^h its population doe9 not reach the 
luaabttQt.specified ; as well as the others, which after 
i^beducti^g the. quota or quotas of seventy thousand^ 
^ay h^ye left a residuum qf thirty thousand souls. 

47. The time limited for the functions of a Senator 
shall be six years, and every two years the body dhaU 
be renewed, m .thp proportipn of two thirds; thii 
change devolving in the first instance, on those pro^ 

' vinces which mjiy have sent* up the greatest number^ 
and thus successively, in such manner that none e3(* 
ibeed the i^ix years to which they are limited^ 
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48. La eleecioa driginaria j sncesiva en lot aflof 
de turno, se hara pop la LegisIaturaproviaciaU scg«ii 
!a forma que ellas sq prescribaa; pero €on lap con- 
diciones 4^ que : 

49. Para ser Senador ha de teuer el elegido treinfa 
flios de edad : diez. afios.de ciudanaoo ftyccmdado en 
el territorio de Venezuela i^mediat^aieiite fintes de la 
riecpk)[a c«n las^ excepciopes campreiieadidas en ej 
P^Tagra€6 diesyseis^ y ha de gozar en ,^1 lyinapropie^ 
dad de s^it mil peaos. 

. 60. El S^oado €kgir|& foera de «ii<Hpo i|n Seeder 
t^rio; y Jos demas Oficiales y i^pleado3 que iaece$it<v 
piendo priyativa al mismo Cuerpo la ft^^iiacicH) 4f 
gHeldidSj acensos, y gratificacione9 do 0i^s> copnipleados^ 
y tamUen:im Presidtntey Vicej i5^m© preyiepeiel 
pttrmfo 43 pwralos Repare^entaKite^ 

;nna plaza de Sraadpr pi»r 
causa durante el receso die 
a qijt correspmjda la Wr 
iro de ella podr& n^mbrnur 
va hasta la proxima r ^bioa 
lie habra de pfpyeerse e]| 



SECCIONQUARTAv 

Fundi^nes g f&cultade^ del Se^ado.' 

. .52. £)^€90^do tiene tpdp el poder natural^ e inci- 
dente de una Corte' de Justieia para admitir^ oir^ 
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'4$. fhi^ £f^ leieeti^B, atird tfacue .iHiteh moy Ibo, 
maidd ifl i^ mtce^mt fcMs in rotatkn^ shaH be 

4eif \ri^icli ^y ibdmseives my prtBcribe^ but with 

49. 1%^ fihitftor Bl^ci s^l bet^gd thifrty jenn,, 
}^v^ htmtiEfay^t^si titiAea add resid^HtiD tke term 
tory of Veneziiela immediatel v precediog fab elec^ 
tiop> M^ith the exception state4 in article 16^ and. 
be shall pb90fs9^ ther ek| a pleat property wo;i;h six 
^imsaQd doUarisf. ^ ; ^ 

50. The SeBftte ^11 el^t eiiit of the Hoiise n 
Secretary^ tod the .other fun^tioDarie^ required, ^d4 
shall be allowed to assign aajtarieS) advaQeem^t| 
atid emoluments for them, as well as a President and 
'yice pireaideM, ft$i»tl|t0diBaftif:le4^^ for the hotisis 
©f RepresentatiYe». . . 

51 r 'When by- death, i^esi^l>aitioB, oi? any othfs 
cduae, ^e plaee of a S^nt^tor should be vacated* .^n4 
tht9 dtiriiig the re^cess of the provincial XiCgiglature 
to whom it belongs to fill up ttie vacaMcyy the Exeir 
cutive power of the satne* shall be authorized to 
ntine, a teifeipjErr^ry fub^titute to se4?ye till the nfxt 
meetittg of the Legt»lat«iiFe> wbeia a fresh membeiP 
slidttbtfprbyided. 

SSCTIOV IV. 

FunctioM and faculties of the Senate. 

hOi. Tlfe Sei]Ate has all the natural and incid^tal 
fiower be^oi^iug to a Court of Justice^ to admit. 
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j^gsiT, y smtentiBT k 'q^aIesqaiera de las ejnpl^a* 
do8 principales eB servieio de la Cdnfederaeion; acu- 
•ados ^or la Catniira de Represejitaates de felonia, 
mala coiiducta> usurpacion 6 corriipcion len el usa 
de siis fuflciones^ arreglandose i la evidenciaj y a la^ 
JQsticia en estos procedihaientos^ y presta^o para ^ello 
un jaramento especial Bojbfe las ISYaii|;elio9 ante; de' 
empezar la aciuacion. 

53. Tambien podra juzgar^ y setftenciar a quair 
quiera otro de los empleados inferiores^ quando 
instruido de sus faltas^ 6 delitos adyierta omision en 
sus respectivos Gefes para haeerlo^ precediepdo siem^ 
pre la accisacion de la Gatn^ra. 

54. Inmediatamente pasari al acusado copia legal 
de la aciisacion^ y le seflalara tiempp^ y lugajr para 
eyaquar ei juicio^ sirviendose para estb del Mioistro^ 
o comisionado que tenga^ a bien elegir^ y temendo 
coiisideracion a la distancia 6a-que resida el acusado^ 
y a la naturaleza del juicio que va 4 sufrir. 

■ * ' t ■ '' • . i 

55. Luego que liaya tenido su efecto la cit^ioii> 
J emplazamiento del Senado compareeiendo en fuezra 
de ella el acusado^ se le oiran libreoiente las pruebas 
y testigos que pre§eiitare, y la; d^efensa que hiciere 
por 81^ 6 por Letrado; pero si per renuencia, u 
omisioa dexare de comparecer^ exfiminara el Senado 
Ibiscargos, y prtjd)as; que haya contra ^1^ y pro- 
nupciara un juicio tan v41ido y efectivoy cbnao «i d 
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heafj judge, and ^eiitencc . any of the principal 
functionaries in the seryice of the Confederation/ who 
ittay have been accused by the House of Representa-? 
tives, Qf felony, ipisbehaviour, usurpation or cor* 
ruption ii) tlie use of their fun<itions« abiding ther^iii 
by the evidence produced, and .according to justice in 
such proceedings^ having previously taken a special 
oath on the holy Evangels before the case h opened. 

53. The Senate has also power' t6 judge and sen^ 
ience any other of the inferipr fdnctionCtrieS) when 
hajing taken cognizance of their defaults or crimes, 
there has been noted any omission on the' part of their 
chiefs to do it, but the accusation must, in the first 
instance, proceed from the lower House. 

54. They shall . immediately transmit legal copy 
of the indictment to the apcused^ fixing a period and 
place for his appearance and to make answer ; such 
minister or commissioner being used for this purpose^ 
as t^9 House may ^'udge proper^ and consideration 
being also had to the distance at which the accused 
may reside, and the nature of the judgment he is 
about to undergo/ 

55. As soon as the citation ;ind sumihons of the 
Senate to the actused have been ipade, and he hais by 
virtue thereof appeared, the witnesses he may bring 
forward s^all be freely heard, and the proofs ex-» 
an^ined, as well as the defence^ he may make, either 
personally or ^by , council ; but if by default or 
omission he should fail to appear, the Senate shall 
then proceed to examine the charge^ and proo£i there 
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' 56. Efi festofs-jrficios, si no hu.biese tietra^o en el 
l5u6rpo del Seaado^ debera este citar pai^a ^lie ^irija 
fel juicio, & fl'tgune de los IVJinistfos de la Alta Ccrrt^ 
tte J'ustici^^ ^ a otro Letrado de creditp que merQzca 
te confiimza^ i los qualessolo se ^9Xk^^&[k voto Qpa« 
witivo «n ia. materia. 

.|»7. Pa^fa ^e plteden tenor efeoto^ ^fr ^ifUdstfaiHii, 
lag seat^ctAs |Kamiiiciad»s ^f^ el dfeiaidQ j^ <ertt6 

jlos tfunoefMs ptirtits^ rlM %^v de Ji^s JSeoaddres ^qiuf 
se hallaren ^tmfi&^ i^R «1 iittiiietojooe«sa,f)i0 iftwi 

58. Esks sentencias ao tendran of ro e&cto que ^el 
de depbner al acusado de sja empleo^ en fuerz^ de Ift 
^erdad conocida por averiguacion preyia^ d^claran- 
dolo incapaz de obtener carj^o bpnorifico^ h \nctihiYp 
en la ConfederjsiciQn^ sin que esto \o relevp de ser ul- 
teriormente perseguido^ juzgadb^ j sentenciadp $fit 
los competentes Tribunales de Jusiicia. 



SKCCION QpiKTA. 

': • mnbasiJdmi&rMS 
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inaxf W a^«t ium, snd slmli frotumniee jjstigm&tit 
M Tslid and effective u if ti^ accused faad^ppeaiiid 
ft«d answered ixi ills tndictoieat. 
• i6. In tliese cases^ if liiere is no connsellof ni tb& 
lM>dy of the Senate^ the latter k in thit case 4o call iw 
one ^^e members of the high Coart of JucAioe to 
diTMt 1^ ^CQedm^s> lor any other coumeDor 4i 
respectability^ who may possess their confiddBGe^r hm^ 
to anywich in the matter, a consultiTe voioe <o»ly iato 
be^gr-anted. / 

57. In order that judgments pronounced by the 
Innate in such cases should Iiaye their due efiect and 
validity, there shall necessarily be a conciurence of 
two third parts of the votes of the Senators, of whom 
t)iere shall betnresent a sufficient number to render the 
ise^sion constitutional. 

58. These judgments shall have no olfcer (Effect 
than to deprive the accused of his place, in conse- 
iq^iljitice of the facts that may be established hj the 
Examination, declaring him incapable of again re- 
terving any honourable or lucrative charge undei^ the 
Confederation ; but without this exempting him 
^m beiqg ulteriorly jirosecuted^ judgtid asid aen- 
4enc4d bjr the-competest courts of jusrtiee. 

SECTION V. ; " 

Economical an^ prerogative J^unctifms common i0 
both Houses. 

, .5B. pChe g«ialifications for electicm^ the j*eguis&tem 
and admission of their respective members/ shall 
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'printifo de cada Camara^ corao igixalmente la rescT'^ 
hicion de las dudas que sobre esto piiedan ocurrirj 
Del mismo modo podr&n fixar el niimero copstitu^. 
l^ipiial para las sesiones^ qiie nupca podra ser^miaos 
4e las dos ferceras partes ; y en todo casoel Qumero' 
cmtstente^ aunque se^ menor^ podra compeler a Igt 
IQue fatten a reunirse baxo las penas que ellas 
ettabJeeieren. 

60. El Presidente de cada . una de las Camaras 
8er& siempre el conducto por donde se verifiquell 
tanto estas medidas coactivas^ como las demas ' con* 
Tocaciones extraordinaVias que constitucionalmentd 
elSjan las circuAstancias. 

61. Elproceder de cada Camara en sus sesiones^ 
debates^ y deliberaciones^ sera establecido por ellas 

Mnismai?^ y baxo estas reglas podra casti^ar a qual- 
quiera de sus miembros que las infrija^ 6 (]^ue dc 
,otra man«ra se haga culpable con las pisnas ^ue 
establezca^ basta expelerlos de su seno^ quando 
jeunidas las dos terceras partes de sus mienibros> lo 
decida la unanitnidad de los dos tercigs presentes. 

€2. Las Camaras gozaran en el lugar de sus sesioses 
el derecbo exclusivo de Policia^ y tendran a silt 
6rdene8 inmediatas una guardia nacional capaz de 
Bdantener el decorode su representacidn, y el sosiego^ 
'6rden^ j Jib^rtad de sus resoluciones. 

63. En uso de este derecbo ppdran tambiencas^ 
tigar eoD^ arresto que no exceda de treinta ^9,$ a 
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devolve as a particular privilege on each House, 0^ 
well as the solution of any doubts th^t may arise re^ 
specting tbe s^tvne^ In the same manner they are att^*' 
tbor ized to fix what number of members pre&eht, mif * 
render the sessioii cd^stiiutiohal and fortn a quorum ; 
and in all liasei^ ihe number met; notwithstanding it ' 
is the sifiallest, m4y compel those who hate not joined; 
under the penalties they may think fii to estfiblish; 

^0. The President of each House bh^ill alway^ bethe ' 
chunnel through tii^hieh all these eoiictive measures are 
execute^^ as well as all other extraordiiiary sunimonii ^ 
tbat circumstances may require. - , 

61: The mode bf proceeding in both Houses in 
• iheir sessions; debates^ and resolutions/ shall be 
bstablished by themselves, and under such rules they 
are authorized to piihish any of their members who 
may infringe them^ oi; who may in any other mannet 
incur blamcj or make himself liable to the penalties, 
a^eedon> even to the expelling him/'froln* amongst 
themselveii, whenever (the two third parts of the 
whole members being present) it should be so unani- 
mously decided by two thirds -of those in Sessioh. * 

62. Both Houses shall jenjoy the exchisive ri^t 
bf police \fithin the places of their own sessions, and 
ttey shall have at their in^mediate ©rders a national 
guard, capable of maintaining the decorum of thfeir 
representation, quiet, order, and th^ freedom oi 
their resolutions. . 

63. In the exercise of this right, they iniy itlsd 
jmnish with arrest, not to eicTeklthiHy days, aay 
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qi^al9uier^ift4iy%i4fip 4^^ desordeu^i^a^ y vilipendiosa*. 
mt^te falt^Sie al rj^speto en su presenpi^^ 6 que ame- 
mkzarede qualesquier modo.atepi^^r contra el Cuerpo^ 
h-, co|itjra la pe^rso^^^ o l^ien^ d^ alguno de sus indi- 
vi4up8 di^rf^at^ las sedon^s^ 6 yendo y vjniendQ 4 
ellai>pi^rqi)^rqi(iera cosa. qw^ hul^i^se dicbo, o I^Qchp. 
enlQ«; deJl>ates(j 6 que etnljarazase^ 6 perturbasi^ su^ 
deliber^(;iones^ mole&tando y deteniendo a los Ofi- 
cia)^8j,'d,eippleados de las Camaras en l^ exacucion 
de sus ordenes^ 6 que asaltase y detnviese qualquien 
testiga, ii otra persona citada^ y esperada pof qual- 
qijiera.de las dos Camaras^ 6 qu^e pusiese en.libertad 
a qualquiera persona detenida por ellas, cqnociendo^ 
y constandole ser tal. . 

' 64. El proceder de cada Gamara eoHstar4 soleauie^ 
roente de un Registi^o diario en que se asmten^ uf 
debates y resoluciones ; de estas se proinul^ar^kig 
^u6 no deban permanecer ocultas, segun el acuel'di> , 
de cada una; y siempreque lo recline li; Ipiinta 
parte de los miembros presente^^ debersm ex|H*esarse 
nominalmente los. Totos de i^us individuos sobre toda 
mocion^ 6 deliberacion* 

65. Ningqna de las dos Camajras, mientras se 
fallen reunidas^ podra suspender sus sesiones mas At 
ires diag, sin el consentimiento de la otra, ni emr 
j^^^;?arse 6 citarse para otro lugar distinto de aquel 
en que refiidiejrea las d(08 sjyd eT npiisino. cons^ntiniiOTta 
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iildividtial tftaateter, wlio in a di9or<)erfy manlier^ i>f 

out of cdnlempt, shoiild Iiehave ^sfespectfolly in' 

their preseoce, or threaten in atty riianner to do any ^ 

act against the ffottse, or the person: or property of 

any of the meiAbi^rs tlttring the sesstoli^ or in goiri^ 

to, ot doming from, the sante^ for dny thing they 

inay have said or done in the debates, or who may 

hinder bt disturb their deliberations, or obstruct or 

detain the Officers or fuiictioniEli*ies of the houses in 

* 
the execution of their Orders ; who may assault or 

^taih any witness olr persoti cited and waited for by 

either of the houses, or who may iet at liberty any 

person detailed by them, kpowing and fully con* 

•vinced they were such. 

64. Tfhe proceedings df each house shall be for- 
inall|jr eiitered on daily registers, on which shall be 
transcribed the debates aiid resolutions ; those shall 
bei^ pliblished, which are not intended to be kept se^ 
cret, accdr€ti%td the opinion of each house; and* 
i^hen^Vet it is claimed by ^ fifth part df the num« 
befi^ pre^nt, the names of each individual, as they 
have voted dn any motion or resolution^ are to be.ex-^ 
pressed at full length* 

65: l^either df the Houses, whilstt in session, dhall 
be allowed to adjourn for more than three d[ays^ 
tvithoiit the consent of the other, nor be summoned 
ik didi to mfe^t iii any oilier place than that destined^ 
fbr the meeting of both^^ without the skm.e ^9fi9^fit 
Ibeing^jirevidUsily obtained. 
V ' o^ 
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,66« Los Representantet y Senadores rteibifftn par' 
sus senricios la indemnizacioti que la ley les senale 
sobre los fondos cdmunes de la Coafederaciob^ eom* 
putaad^ie por el Congreso el tiempe que debaoi haber 
iuTertido en Teiiir de sus domkilios al lugar de !». 
rtunion^ y restituirse a ellos ceucluidas la» sesioaes. 



StCCION 8EXTA. 

Ti^n^po, lugar, y duracion de tas sesiones Legislativa^ 
de ambas Cdmara^ 

^Hi El dia quince de £nero de ^dda alio se^erifi*- 
cara la apertura del Congreso en la ciudad Federal , 
que esta senalada por ley particular^ y que nunca 
podra 8er la capital de iiioguna Provincia> jr 8U$ 
aesionea no podran exceder del t^rmino ordinari^ de 
un mes ; pero si se creyese necesario prorrogarlas ex- 
fraordinariamente^ debera preceder una resolticion 
express del Congreso^' senalando ntL termioo definida 
que no podra exceder tampoco de ptro mes prorro-^ 
gable del mismo modo ; y si antes de coneluirse' 
qualquiera de estos determinados periodos bubicfe 
dado evasio^4 los negocios que Uamaron su ateneion^r 
podra terminar desde luego sus sesiones. 

68* Purante estas, podra tambien disolverse^ y 
empla2;arse para otro tiempo y lugar^ expresa y pre- 
viamente'designados ; y el Poder ^lecutivo no podri 
tener otra intervencion en esias resolucionies^ sina 
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^. Hie Representative members^ as irdi as thes 
Senators^ shall receive for their serviced that remu* 
iieratioii which the law may assign them out of the 
public funds of the Confederation, allowances.being 
also granted by Congress, for the time And distance 
of coming frobi their homes to the place of Session,^ 
ms well as for returning whep the House breaks up. 

«£ICTI0£1 VI. 

Ttme, Place, and Duration of the Zegislative . 
Sessions of both Houses. ^, 

67. On the 15th day of January, in every year, 
the Congress shall be opened in the Federal city,* 
^wliich is fixed by a particular law, and which can 
never be the capital of any Province, and its sessions 
^hall not exceed thp ordinary term of one inpnth ; 
but if it thou)4 ))6 thought necessary extraordinarily 
to frtrogue the House, an express resolution is toi 
precede naming a defihitive per^pd, which is not ta 
exceed ^ month ; whei) another prorogation may take 
place in the same manner ; and if before any of theses 
periods the business brought before th^ Dousa is 
finished^ the Session may then be ended. ' , 

68. During the Sessions^ the Houses may be dis« 
solved and summoned for another time and placo 
expressly and previously fixed upon ; and the Exe- 
cutive Power shall have no otiier interventioi^ in tl^e 
resolutions, excepting that of naming, in case of dis*- 

"^ By a late law of Oongress, Valencia has beealaadja the^Fed#» 
lal city, and the delegates were assembled there^ at ihe. time af^ 
the late eartbqai^e at Carac|8^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



m 

|a de 6x$t, i^ti^aso de discordia entr^ gm\)M Cdiii|ira% 
sobre el tiempo j lugar^ un t^rininQ que no . excedA 
fl inayof de la di^p^ta para |a reunipn ei| q1 misoio 
li:ig§r en que ^e lencontraren entdnces. . 

!69. La inmunidadperdotial de Ips Representantes 
y Senadores^ en todos los casps, iexcepto los pre- 
Tenidos en el parrafo siesenta y uno", y los de traicion 
i perturbation de la paz piiblica/se reduce a no 
pb^fT spr aprisionados durante el tiempo que desem- 
pe!\fin sus funciobes legislafiyas^ y el que gastaran 
e^n vepii' a ellas 6 restituitse k sus doQikilib^^ y ho 
iioder ^er resppnsabl^s de sus di9ciirso3 u opimonei 
en otro Higar que et\ la Cama,ra en que los hubiesea 
^resadp. ^ '- 

70. NingUBO de ellos durante el tiempo para que 
ka side elegtdo, y aunque u^ este en exercicio de 8vk 
luiiciones^ podra aeeptar enipleas/ni cargo algtino 
civil que haya sido creado^ 6 aumentado en sueldos^ 
(^ emolumentos durante el tieinpp de su autoridad 
legislativa, . v . ^ . ^ 



seCCION SEPTIMA. 

J4tribucioms especia!es del Poder Le^istaiivo. 

71. ElGrngresptcndri pleno poder y autoridad 
de levantar y siantener exeretos para la defensa 
coniMn^ y di wiuuirlos iopoi:tuQamente^ — ^de cpi^sjt^uir^ 
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' agreement between the Ifouljes, rtspffedti^ tliife timtS 
arid place^ a term that does not exceed the gr^fe^. 
period agitated in the disputes for issemblittg in iUt 
same place. j 

69. The peraonal immunity of.the RepresaitaiiTes 
<)f the People and Senators, in every case, excepting 
such as are specified in Article 61, and those of 
treason and disturbance of the public peace, is toik^ 
^ned to their not being liable to arrest, during the 
tjtne they hold their Legislative Amctions, niid that 
"which they may expend ib going to or coming froni 
^heir homes io attend the sittings, and their not lyeing 

ai^we^able for their sentiftiei^ts and opinioi^, bat it 
^jthe Hotise where the same have been expresd^lsd* 

70. Nbne of them, during the time for which ihef 
tt*6 Jtfcfert ielectefl, and notv^^thstandin^ they are not 
^ the iMmediate exercii^ of their functions, ^hall 
ire ttll&wed Id accept of any offite 6t civil charge^ 
Ihat tiiay hive beeh ci^e4,ted 6t ii^redsed ih «alar^, 
x>t attended vrith reiiiuheratiifttt, and tBiS dtHriAg tte 
ftinjie of their legislative ajjthbrity. 



SJBCTION V.II. 

Special Attributes of the Legislative Power. 

71. The Congress shall have full power andan- 
thority to raise and maintain armieis for the commoh 
defence, and to diminish them, as may be deemed 
necessary ; tjo build, equip^ and maintaija a national 
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mar reglainentos y ordenanzas para el gpbierno^ adf 
ininistracioa y disciplina de las referidas tropas df 
^le^ra, y mar, — de hacer reunir las milicias de tod»f 
las Provincias^ 6 parte de ellas, quaudo lo exija. 1^ 
fexecucioB de las Jeyes de la uqIod^ y sea. necesarM 
.contener las insurrecciones^ y repeler las ii)TasioBe% 

. — ;-de dispc»Der Is^ organhsacion^ armamepto y dift 

;-eipli^ade las refer Idas milicias^ y la adininist^a^i<ry 
f gobiernp de la parte de ella que estuy^re empjead^ 
en senricio del ^stado^ reservando a |as Frovinciai 
]ia oommaciqn de^^us respectivps Oficiales^ ep }ffo^ 

'^ti que pre^cfibjereii sus comtituciones p^gUcul^t^ 
yW^CM^t^^ dedirigir^ citar^ y. exeeutar por siinj^- 
mas la enseftaiisi^i ^e 1% 4iscipUnA ordenadai .p^r 4) 
Congt'eBa^^-4e estable^er^ y pereibix^ toda suertex ^ 
impuejstos, dereahos^ y con|;rib||ciqoes que ^eioi. 9^^ 
l^esariar para sostener las exercitof, y esgpiadraii, 
siempre que lo exijan la defensa^ y segufidad com^, 
y e| bien general del Estado^ eontal que las reff rial's 
eontribuciones se impongan, y percibaa uni£»jrmer 
menle en todo el <;erritorio de la Confedera^ion,rTr- 
4e eontraher deudas por medio de emprestito de 
dinero sobre el credtto del Estado^-^de reglaf el 
comercio con las naci^nes ^xtrangera&, determinando 
la quota de sus contribuciones^ y Ja recaudacion^ € 

"inversion de sus productos en las exigencias' comuncs^ 
y par? reglar el'de lasProvincias eniresi, — dcdis- 
poner abojsolutamente del ramo deltabaco^ liio, y 
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m^vy; iofotm regulations and laws for the Goverii-»f 

fioent ; administration and discipline of ihe said land 

uiaeA sea forces ; to call out the militia of all th'of 

proviiK;es, or part of.tl^m^ when tiie execution p£ 

liielaws of the unionj and the necessity of repres* 

singHbisurrections and repelling invasions^ may make 

it requisite; to* regulate the 'organization/ armings 

^oaA disrciplineof the said i^ilitii^ a& well as. the go** 

y^on^nt and administration of that part th^reo^ 

Employed in the seryiee of tfae^State ; the oiofminatioii 

of the respective officers being left to the prorincefi^ 

.to be don^. in the mani^r prescribed by their partiv 

pillar constitutions^ as weU as the power of diaesc#- 

ing^ aasenifaltng^ and teaching the disciplinevordaio^, 

^by Owgress''— tn establish and collect aU kindft ai 

fnen, duties, atidx contributions^ that may beiue^ 

ifessary to maintam armies and squadrons^ .whenever 

i^ deCeoce^ coounon security^ anc( general good of 

ibe Stute^ inay jpequive* it; provided thattlMs Mid- 

contributioBs are uniformly imposed and levied 

^rougbout the whole Confederation-r-to coniraet 

4ebt8 by means of loans of money x>n the credit of 

^htb State — to regulate trada with foreign natioiuli 

determining the proportions 4>f .eontributious to be 

exacted from the commercial bodies^ as well as the 

fepayment or expenditiire of th^ proceeds of the 

smkp, in cases 6? need^ and also to regulate tl)e trade 

of the Provinces between themselves— to dispose; in 

an absolute manner^ of the monopoly ol raw and 
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iDhtm^:, derechos de importacion y expoH^cioo, 
fc^lnfidoj 7 dirigiendo en iodat la myer^ion de los 
jgmtas, y kk recaleiccion de los pr oductos que ban de 
eotrar por abora en la Tesoreria nacional^ ccmio renta 
priYilegiada de la Gonfederacicm^ y la mas ptopia 
f ara servir a la defensa^ y seguridad conmn^-^^-de 
^iculiar^ y batir moneda, determinar su Talor^ y ei 
de la# eitrai^eras^ introducir la de papel si fuen 
lU&eamrio^ y fbuir uniformemente los pesol^ y me*' 
didas e^ toda la extension de la Confederaeieii> — de 
jBrrcglar, y establecer las posta6^ y correos g&a^Tale^ 
del Estado^ y asignar la contribucion para ellas^ y 
pftra designar los grandes caminos^ dexai^o al cargir^ 
f deliberacion de las Protincias las ramifieuiOn€« 
lectttidarias que £EiciUten la comimieacion de mu 
pueblds interiores ent^ si^ y con las yiiw g«nerak»> 
^-^de deeJarmr la^ gaerfay baeer lapatr^ XKmtedet Bk 
tpdo tiempo patcfntes de jcorso y de represalias^ f 
lnjta^keer reiglamentoi para la^ presas de tierra^ y da 
Ifk&f ; sea para conpeer^ y decidir sobre su legiilidadi 
itomo para dcfterininar el modo con que deb^n di^ 
^kKisc^ y e«iptearse^-^de hacer leyes sobre el m^dji 
^ juzgar^ ^ castigar las pirateri&s^ y tddds Ips 
fttentftdos^ totnetidos en alta mar contl*a el dereebo dp 
gentes^— de constitufir Tribiinaks inferiored> qW 
odnozcan de los asuntos propios de la Confedetacioci 
en todo el territorio del Estado^ baxo la aiitoridadi 
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prepared tpbapco^t iinpo|rt and t%^ttduiieB^ 9ndUf( 
^ri^nlate and direc^ttie ^xpeiaLditiare ^ni the ccdlec4ioi| 
^ the revenue that ij» to entev itiio thenatioaai ttm- 
aury^ ^ a privileged inci)me l^ejiongiag to i}^ Coi»>- 
^t^eration, and tlbe most prciper to Serve. &r its 4^ 
iencp aiid comuapn security-r-to CQin wd stamp nu> 
^ey— de^rmitie its value^. ai well as that gf forest 
monies; introduce paper ifioueyj if necesgary, and 
to fix uniformly the weights afid. n^e^sures thcougb^ 
.put the whole extent of the Confederation ,-. t0 ^ega^ 
late a^d establish posts, and gen^r^l mails, , through^ 
touttbe S^ate^ and assign the expences of po9(a^> «$ 
,yeU as< to trace th^ mfiin ro^Mls^ leaving to the i^tm^^ 
aM resolutions^ of the provinces, the. c|^s xoacb^ 
fi^eeessary for the eommuaicatioii of the inland tovitf 
ADtd geEoral i:onveyi4i^es-*-to declare war, nod, mab^ 
ip^^ace^ to gtaat at all times letters of n^ii^ue and re^ 
jpri^, to establish regulations for captures .hy sea 
iMid l^uidj as well to examine and decide on tlmlr 
l^ality^ as to determine, in what manner they Jire t^ 
pd divided a^d laid ouA-^to make laws respecting the 
banner pf judging and punishing piracies^ and li||i 
criines committed on the high seas« against the rightp 
of natioQs— to institute inferiour tribunal;^ to take 
cognizance of all matters belonging to the Confede- 
ration> throughout the whole of the State^ under the 

* Mo and chimo, in the original, means a juice or essence ex* 
traicted from tol^acco, and used by the inhabUanti, instead of- 
chewing. It is carried in a small box, and being an extract^ «■« 
ters into the general monopoly to which tobacco is subject^ 
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\|r jiKisdiccioii del Suprema Tribunal de Justieia^ gr 
idetalUr los Agentes sobalternos def Poder Exe* 
^Wiivo en el misnio- territorio que no expres&re erta 
ComtituciQnjT-de establecet una forma permanente^ y 
otniforme de naturaliziicion entodas las Provincias de 
4a umon^ y leyes fiolMre las baiicarrota^^— de fermar 
las. felativas al castigo de los falsificadores de efecfos 
pikblicos^ y de la moneda eorriente del Estado^ — de 
«xercer un derecho exclusivo de legislation en todos 
los casos, sobre toda suerte de objetos del resorte le-' 
^slutiTO^ federal^ b proTincial en el lu^r donde^ 
-porel coi^ntimiento de los Representitntes d^ Io$ 
PlM^los que component y se unieren &.la Con-"^ 
£BdmcioD« m^ , determinare fixar en ultimo' resorts 
it; reside^cia del Oobierno federal^-— de examinar 
todas }bs )eyes que fbrmasen las Legiskturas pro-, 
finciales^ y exponer su dietamen sobre si se oponienB^ 
jioala autoridad de la Confederacion ; y de llacer 
tpdas las leyes y prdenanzas que sean necesarias y 
|n'(^ias a poner en execucion los poderes antecedents^ 
y todotlos otros concedidos por esta Gonstitucion al 
^Qohiemo de lo; Esta4os-Unidos. ^« 
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authority and jurisdiction of the Supreme court o3Pi 
Justice^ and to nsuoae the stibsltern agent»j> of thtf 
Executive power^ in ibose parts hot expressed in tfaii 
Constitution — to establish a permanent and uniforni 
inanner of naturalization^ in all the provinces of the 
union^ as vi^ell as bankrupt laws— -to make laws for 
the punishment of forgers of public deeds^ and of 
the current money of the State — ^to exercise ani 
exclusive right of legislating in all cases^ respect* 
ing all kinds of matters, rdating to legislative^ 
fbderal^ or provincial concerns^ in that place wherel 
by consent of the Representatives of the people^ 
who at present compose, or may be hereafter 
united to the Confederation, it may be deter* , 
mined ultimately, to fix the residence of the Federal, 
^vernment^ to examine all the laws which may }}& 
]!nade by provincial Legislatures^ and to istate, whether 
ftey are, or are not, opposed to the authority of the 
.Confederation, andto make all the laws and regula- 
tions, which may he' necessary s^nd proper, to carry 
into execution, the preceding power, as well^'as alT 
the others granted by this Constitution/ to thegovenr^ 
ioQient of the United States. , 
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C'iFiTULOr tBRCERd/ 

jbelPoder £xeeuiivo. 

SrECCIOK ^BlMBRi. 

JOe su natural^za^ qualidades, jr dwracioni 

^2. Ef Poder Executivo constitiiciosal de la 0o^ 
federacion residira ea la Ciudad federal depQsitado ea^ 
trea iodividuos elegi<ios popular m^ute, y lofi qu^ lo 
fuerea deberan tener las qualiqad^ figuientes. 

73-Han.de ser nftcidos ea el cootmeiite Colom- 
biano 6 isus islas (llamado ^tes AmSvica, Ejspafial^)^ 
J ban de haber re$idido en^ el terriiorio de la umaoi 
diez anos inmediata^ente antes de ser dlegidos cofl^ 
las excepciones prev^Mas en eL p^iigraia diiedfteiQ 
sobre resideacia j domicilio para W Repre^ej^tapitesi^ 
debiendo ademas gp%»r alguua pfofiedad de^ qUal^ 
^uiera clase en bienes libres. 

74. No estan etcluidos d« la eleocicln W naeidiM 
en la Peninsula Espafiola e Islas Canarias, quehal-t 
landose en Venezuela al tiempo de su Independencis 
politica^ la reconocieron^ jur^aron^ y coiitribuyeron 
a sostenerla^ y que tengan ademas la propiedad y 
afios de residencia prescriptas eil el ulterior §; 

75. La duration de sus f^unciones sera de quatro 
a&os^ y al cabo de ellos seran reemplazados led ttei 
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CHAP, m, 

OF TUB BXBCtJTIVB POWER. 

Sbc. 1st.— -Of its. Nc^ure, QjialitieSy and Duration* 

73. The Executive constitutional power 6hall 
reside in the Federal city, lodged in three individuals 
p5pularlj elected, and those who are th^is chosen^ 
are to have the following qualities. 

73. Jl^hey shall have been born on the Columbian 
^ Continent, or in the islands formerly designated^ 
Spanish America^ and they shall have resided in the 
territory of the union, ten years, immediately preced- 
ing their election, with the exceptioiiis'^ stipulated in 
Articlfe 16, respecting the residence requisite £br 
Representatives, -and they shall be possessed of some 
free property;. 

74. Natives of Spain and of the Canary islands, 
are not excluded from this election, provided thejr 
were in Venezuela, at the time of declaring her 
political Independence, that they acKnowledg«^ 
swore allegiance thereto, and heli)ed* it^ sustain it/ 
and whd are besides^ possessed of the property, and 
can prove the number of years orresidence*prescribcd 
in tire atbove article. ^ ^ 

'79. The duration of their fiinctions, sHalfbe"f6r 
four year9, at the expiration of which the three in* 



Digitized 



byGoogle 



^8 

ittdiTiduos del Poder Eieiutivo ^n la misma forma 
^ue ellos fueroft ele^idos. ' 

Ss.CClOH S£6<JI«I>i. 

EUccion Del Poder Exccutivo. 

76. Luego que se hatlen reuiridas e\ dia^ quince de 
Novicmbre cada quatro anos las Congregacicnes 
electorales que para la eleccion de Represenfan'tei 
designa el paragrafo Teintidos^ y hayan hecho la j^ 
estos, procedpraii el dia siguiente k dar su voto |oi 
mismos Electores por escrito u de palabra, para los 
individuos que hau de componer el Poder, Executiva 
federal. 

7t. Cada Elector nombrara tres persqnas^ de las 
quales- iioa^ quando menos^ ha de ser habitante de 
otra Provincia distinta de la en que vota. 

78. Concluida la Votacion, verificado el Caktilo y 
escrutinio^ y publicado en voz alta como en ladec- 
clon de Representantes^ se formarin con distincipn 
las listas de las personas en quienes se hubiere votadp 
para miemlbros.del Poder Executivo con expresion del 
liunaero d^ votos que cada uno hubiese obtenido. 

79. Estas listas se firmaran^ y cerlificarliii por el 
Ifrcsidente^ Electores, y Sectetario de las respectivas 
Congregaciones, y se remitiran cerradas, y selladas 
itl Presidente que fuere del Senado de 1» Cjnh 
f^deraqion^ r 



Digitized 



by Google 



dividW^ composing tbe £xecutive Power^ shall hi 
replaced in the same maniier they were elected* 



SECTION ii: 

4 



Election of the Executive Power: 

76. As soon as the elcicioral liieetings have is- 
lembled^,on the 1 5th November, every four years, a^ 
stipulated by the 23d article; for the nomihation of 
Representatives, and that this haS been effected; the 
following day, the same electors shall proceed to give 
their votes in writing, or verbally, .for the persons 
who are to compose the iPederal Executive flower. 

77. Bach elector shall name three persons, of- 
whoih one at least, shall be a resident of another 
province, and not of that in which he votes. 

78. T^he voting being ended, and the examinatiori 
and results thereof being calculated, and publicly 
read^ in the same manner as in the election of the^ 
Representatives^ the lists shall then be made oiit, parti- 
cularizing the persons who may have voted for the 
members of the Executive Powei*, with a statement 
of the number of votes^ each has obtdinedl 

79. These lists shall be signed, and certified by 
the President, Electors, and Secretary of the re- 
spective meetings, ajld shall be then remitted inclosed 
and sealed; to the President^ for the time being of' 
tlie Senate of the Confederation, 
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80. Luego que este las hay.a reci]i>tdo^ lap abrira 
todas a presencia del Senado^ y Camara dei Repre- 
sentantes^ que a este fin se hallaran reunidos en una 
tala para coatar los Totos^ 

81. Las ires personas* que bubieren reunido mayor 
numero de votos para miembros del Poder Exeeutivo^ 
lo seran^ si el tal numera compusiese las tres majorias- 
del numera total de los Electores presentes en todas 
las^ Congregaciones del Estado ; si ninguno hubiese 
obtenido esta majoria^ se tomaran entonees las^ nueve 
personas que bubiesen reunido mayor numero de 
Totos^ y de ellos escogera tres por cedula^ la Gamara 
de Represeatantes para componer el Poder Executiya 
que lo seraa aquellas que obtuvieren una mayoria de 
la mitad de lbs miembros de la Camara que se hallaren 
presentes k la ekccion. 

133^ Si ninguno obtuviese esta mayoria escogera el 
Senade^ por cedulas tres de entre las seis personas que 
Bilbiesen sacado mas votoB^ ew la Camara, y quedarai^ 
elegidos los que reunan inayor numero en el' Senadov 
Todat estalE» operaciones de las Camafas se haran tam^ 
l^ien qtiando n6 los tres^ sino uno ^ dos, sean los cgi^ 
' BO hayan. obtenido la mayoria absoluta^ escogiendosr 
en talei^ Casos el numero- doble 6 triple' que esta de-^ 
tignado para los tres^ en su propopeion respectiva. 

8S. £1 ascendijsnte y descendiente en linea recta, 
los hermanos^ el tio> y el sobrinO;, los primos her- 
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, 80. Wbeii he hi^ receiyed the sam^^ he shall opea 
the whole of them in the presence of the Senate^ iand 
of the House oif Repiresentatiyes^ who shall be ai§sein« 
pled together to count the yotes. 

31. Thos^ perdpns who may haye receiyed the 
^eatest number of votes to\)e members of the Ex- 
eciitive j^ower, shall be considered as elected^ if 
that same niimbc^'r constitutes the three majorities^ 
of the total of the electors present in the whole meet- 
ings of the Stkie, but if ido person shall hay6 reCeiyed 
this decided majority^ the nine persons shall then 
be takeid^ who may haye obtained the greatest aum« 
ber of votes^ of whom by ballot^ the House of R6pre« 
sehtatiyes shall choose three to compose tile Execu- 
tive Power; and those shall be held as duly (elected, 
Iw^ho have ill their fayoiir^ a majority of 6ne half of 
the members of the itoule pr^^ent it the election. 

^2. if no oike has obtained this majority^ the Se* 
^ate ^hall choose by ballot three of the six persom 
who may haye obtained most yote$ in the House, and 
those shall be considered as elected Who may have 
j^ot most votes iia the Senate. . All these operations 
of the Houses shall be complied with in all cases in 
which either ^e, twd^ or thfe whole three may not 
have obtained aiA absolute majority^ but in the first 
and second instance^ a double or triple number is to 
be chosen to that designated for the whole three, and 
40 in proportion. 

' 8S. A descendant in a ^ect line^ brothers^ aa 
uncle, nephew^ cousins^ loid tiMW allied io oich 
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l&fttios> y \oi aitados por afinidad ea tos refefidof 
gradea^ no podr&a ser a.un mismo tiebpo laie^brb^ 
d^l Poder Executiva: en caso de resultar electos doi 
pari^ntes en los grades tDsinuados qu^dara excltiido 
6l que hubiere obienido. menor niiinero de votos;^ y 
en caso de igualdad decidira la suerte la exclusion.^ 
' 8#. El que obtenga en el catlculo. de ambas Ca- 
mafas la majoria mas inmediata^a las tres requeridas 
para los miembros del Poder Execgtivo^ ' se tendra 
por elegido para Lugar-teniente de este en las ausen^ 
das> enfermedades^ muerte^ renuncia, 6 deposicion 
de aiguno de,Ios miembros ; y (i resultasen. dos con 
igualdad de votos^ sortearala Camara el que haya da 
quedar en este caso* . *^ 

85. Qttando por aiguno de las causas indieadas 
falt4se aiguno de los miembros del Poder Executiyo> 
y entr&se en su lugar el Teniente>d6 qnehablael 
pa:ragrafo anterior^ se entendera nombrado desdia 
luego para reempiazarle eL que 'hubiese 6btenido ea 
las> eleceiones la inmediata mayoria de votos^ que 
Taldra del mismo modo a los demas en las falta&, y 
reemplazos succesivos. ' . ' . 

Section /fercdrAv 
Atribuciones del Poder BxteuUvo. 

86. £1 Poder Execiltiro tendra en toda la Cpnle-^ 
deracion el mando supremo delas armas de, mar^ j^^ 
tierrfi, y delas:jpilicias pacionaks quando se hallea 
•nseryicio de la N^cion. ,, 
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bthet by affiaity in the abave mentioned degrees^ 
catfnot at the same time be members of the Executivo 
Power ; and in case of the election of twQ reliiioap 
in the degrees ilbove stated^ he shall be excluded whcr 
has obtained the lowest number of votes^ and in case' 
of an equality^ lots shall decide the exclusion; > 

84. In summing up tbe.votes of both Houses, th« 
person who shall have obtained the. majority next to 
the three requisite to form the Executive Power, 
shall be coiisidered as elected as a substitute in case 
of absence^ sickness, death, designation, or removal 
of any of the member^, and if two should obtain s^ 
parity of votes, Jjie House ^hall cast lots which is ta 
serve ii^ the abovi3 cases. . 

85. When for the caus^es above stated, ^ny of the 
members of the Executive Power should be wanting, 
and the substitution as stipulated in the above article 
sliould take the place, it «hall be understood that he 
is legally elected as substitute, who has obtained in 
the elections the next majority of votes, which shall 
be ^quklly valid for those who may follow, incai^ 
pf successive vacancies. 

SECTION Mi. 

Attributes of the Executive Power, 

86. The Executive Power throughout the whole 
Confederation, shall have the supreme command of 
the land and sea forces, and of the national militn|r 
when in the service pf the State. 
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87. Podra pedir, y deberan dairle los prinbipales 
oficiales del resorte Executivo en todos «us ramos^ 
quantos inForihes necesitare por escrito; 6 de palabn 
relativos a la buena adhiinist^acion general dei Es* 
rtado, y desempefio de la confianza respectiva qud 
depositare en los empleados publicos de todas clases. 

S8. En favor^ y amparo de la humanidad podra 
pierdonar, y mitigar la pena aunque sea capital en los 
crimenes de Estado, ynbenotros; perb debe con- 
siiltar al Poder Judicial expresandole las razbnes de 
conveniencia politica que le inducen a eIlo> y solo 
podra tener efecto el perdon, d commutacion qiiandto 
sea farorable el dictamen de los Jueces que hayan 
actuado en el proceso. 

89. Solo en el caso de injusticia evidente y notoria, 

3UC irrogue perjiiicio irreparable^ podri rechazar^ y 
exw sin efefcto las seniencias que le pase el Poder 
Judicia); pero quando por solo' qu dictimen creiu 
que estas son contrarias k la ley^ deberapasar en con* 
sulta su8 reparos al Senado^ qua^do este reunido^ 6 
a la comisioh que €l dexara autorizada en su reeeso 
para ocurrir a estos casos, 

90, Kl Senado 6 sua Del^ados en estas consultite^ 
mrvirande Jwices, y pronunciar«i;n sobreellas dicfi- 
nitivamente/'declarpujtdo ai tiene Itigar 6 no knega- 
tiva del Poder Executiro a el cumplimiento dt la 
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^. It is authorized to ask^ and all the prineipal 
tM/tets^ of the State in every branch are obliged to 
give, every information the former may require, in 
v^itiog or verbally, relating generally to the good 
administration of .the State^ wdtothedischarge of the > 
respective trusts lodged with the public. futictionairies 
of every class, 

88. In favour of, and in behalf of humanity, it 
$t^l\ have povfrer to pardon and'mitigate the punish* 
ar^nt, notveitlistandiiig it be capital, of State crimes, 
but not in others ; but previously consulting the Ju- 
dicial pow^ei", who is to be made acquainted with the 
Qiotives of {Political convenience, which induce the 
Executive to do it; and the pardom or change ^of 
punishment are only to take place, when the san^ ai'e 
in conformity to the opinions of the Judges, who 
have sat on the triaK 

99. Only in cases ctf evident and notoridus ii^us- 
ticc, such as may be attended with irreparable injury, 
is the Executive allowed to reject and over-rule lh<i 
cminion of the Judicial power ; but when the former 
is persuaded that these opinions are c<mtrary to law, 
the objections aye to be stated by Way of consultation 
to th^ Senate,, when assembled,, or to the Commi&* 
sioners, which the la^tter may, at it* recess, have 
left authorized to act in siniilar oases. . 

90. The Senate or its delegates in these consulta^ 
tions, shall be as judges, and pronounce thereon de« 
finitively, declaring whether or not the negative of 
^he Executive is to counteract th^ fulfilment of tfac^ 
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aenteacia que debeta executarse en el segundo casq 
iomediatamente^ y en el primero devolverse al Poder 
Judicial para que asociado con dos miembros mas 
elegidos per el Senadq^o su comision, se yea la 
pausa^ y reforme dicha sentencia. 

91. Pero si la senteficia hubiese recaido - sobre 
apusacion hecha per la Cgmara de H^pr^sentantes^ 
^olo pQdra el Poder Executivo suspenderla Jiasta la 
proxima reunioQ del Congreso^ a quien solo compete 
ien estps casos el perdon^p 6 relaxamiepto de 1^ peiia. 

9S. Quando una urgente utilidad^ y seguridad ' 
publica lo exijati^ podra el Poder Executivo de^ 
eretar^ y publicar indultos ^enerales durante el re^' 
peso del Congreso, 

93. Cqn previo avisos consejq^ y consentimknto . 
del S^nado^ ^ancionadopor e} voto de la9 dos terceras 
partes de \q^ Senadores^ que se ball&ren p^esientes en 
pumero constitucional, podra el Poder Executivo 
concluir tratados^ y pegociaciones con las otras Fo*^ 
itenCfinjs^ 5 ^stados extraflos a esta CSpofederacion^ 

94. Baso las misma^ condiciones^ y requisito^ 
pombrara los Embajadores^ Enviados^ Consules, y 
MinistroSy los Jueces de la Alta Corte de Justicia^ 
y todos los deqfias Oficiales^ y Empleados ep el Go- 
bierno del Estado, que no csten expresamente indi- 
cados en la Constitucion^ 6 por alguna Ley estable^ 
cida, 6 que se establei:ca por el Congreso. 
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sentence, iwrhich in the latter, case is to be immedi* 
atelj executed ; and in the first it is to be referred 
.back to the Judiciary, who with the addition of two 
inembers elected by the Senate, or by their commission, 
is to reconsider the case, and reform the said sen-* 
tence. 

91. But if the sentence shall have followed an 
accugatiop.made by the House of RepresentiUiyes^^ 
the Executive Power, in that case, can only suspend 
it till the next meeting of Congress, to whom then 
alone belongs the pardon or the relaxatiqa of the 
punishment 

92. When Jiny urgent advanti^ge or the public sc* 
*0urity demands itj the Executive may decree and 

publish general indults during the recess of Congress^ 

93. By previous notice being giyen, and by the 
counsel and consent of the Senate, sanctioned by tho^ 
vote of two -third parts of the Senators, assembled in 
sufficient number to form a cqnstitutional sitting, 
the Execijtive may enter into treaties and negoci-^. 
ations with other Powers and States not belonging to 
this Confederation. 

94. Under the same conditions and requisites, it ii 
also authorized to name Ambassadors, Envbys, Cpur 
suls, Ministers, Judges of the high court. of Jus- 
tice, and all the other officers and functionaries in the 
government of the State, who may not be expressly 
indicated in the Constitution, or by some established 
law, or by one th^t may in future be established by 
Pongrei^s. ' 
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95. Por leyes particulares podra este desearga? a^l 
Poder Executivo y al Senado del improbo trabajo de. 
nombrar todos los subalternos del Gobierm^ eome^ 
tiendo su nombf amiento a solo el Poder Executivo^ q. 
hiS Cartes de Justiciar 6 a los Gefes de los yarios ra« 
jno$ de admimstracion segun lo estim^re coiiyeniente. 

96. Tambien necesitara el Poder Executiyo del 
previo ayiso^ consejo^ y conseiitiiniento del Senadq 
para conceder gradps militares, y otrs^s recompensai 
lionorificas^ coinpatible3 con la qaturale^j^s^ del Qo- 
bierno, aunque sea por acciones de gqerra, u otros 
servicios importantes ; y si e^tas recompensas fu^sen 
pecuniarias debera precede^r el consentimiento d^ li^ 
^amara de Representantea para su concesion. 

97. Pero ilurante el ireceso del Senado^ podri el 
Foder Executivo proyeer por si solo loa etnpleos que 
^^a^ii;, concediendolos como ^i^ comision hasta la 
Sesion siguiente^ si itutes no se reunrese por acaso e^ 
9enado. ' v 

98. Por si solo podra el Poder Executivp ^legir, y . 
nombrar los sujetos que hau de servir las Secretarias. 
que el Poder Legislativo haya creido necesfirias para 
el despacho de todos los ramos del Gobiernp federal^ : 
y nombrara tambien los Oficiales^ y empleados en 
ellas^ quando scan ciudadanos de la Confederacion ; 
pero no siendolo debera consultary segyir el dictamen^ 
y deliberacion del Senado en semej antes noinl^ra'- 
mientos« 
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^5. By particular laws^ the latter may relieve flia 
i^xecutive and the Senate of the troublesome ta9k of 
^omipating the vrhole of the subaltern oflicenf of go-* 
yernmeiit> by con^di^ this charge only to the Exe- 
cutive^ to the courts of Justice^ or to the heads o£ 
the different branches of administration, as may njf^ 
pear mostconveniept 

L 9^, Tl^e Executive Po>ver ipust like>fise first ob- 
tain the advice^ counsel and consent of the Senate^ 
in ordetr to grant military grades, and other honora* 
pie remunerations^ compatible with the na^yi^ of go- 
vernment, notwithstanding they are to reward war- 
like acts, ot important services, and if these com- 
pensations ar^ pecuniary, the consent of the House 
6f Representatives must l;>e previously given. 

9t, Biut during the recess of the $enate, the Exe« 
cutive Power is authorized to fill the offices that maj: 
become; vacant, grafting them as it were by com- 
mission, till tiie next session, if the l^enate does not 
assemble before that period. 

98, The Executive Power is authorized by itself^ 
to elect land name the persons who are to serve in the 
State offices^ which the Legislative Power may have 
considered necessary for the dispatch of all the 
branches of the Federal government ; as well as to 
nominate the clerks and functionaries for the same^ 
provided they are citizens belonging to the Con- 
federation, but if not, it is to consult and follovf the 
o|)ioion and resolution of the Senate in such ap- 
pointments. 
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r 99. Coiho conseqiiencia de e»ta facultad podrii 
i^moyerlos tambien de sus destinos quandcii lb jmgii^ 
conyeniente; pero si esta remocion la hiciere no por 
faltas^ d^ crimenes indecorosos^ sino por ineptitude 
incapactdad u otrps defedtos compatibles con la ind*^^ 
e^^icia e mtegridad^ debera entonces recomendar sil- 
CongreBO el merito anterior deestos Empleados^ para; 
l{ue sean reeompensados 6 indemnizados competeiiie-^ 
l^iente enotro^ diestinos^ eon ntilidad de la Nacion. 



■ • . • ■ 

Deberes del Poder Executivo. 

" 100. El Poder E^icecutivo conformandose a las 
leves y resoluciones que en las yarias ocurrencias le' 
comunique el Con^reso, proveer4 con todos los 
recursos del resorte de su autoridad^ a la seguriilad 
interior y exterior del . Estado^ dirigiendo para esto 
proclamas a lbs pueblos de lb interior^ intimaciones^ 
6rdeneS;, y tddp quanto crea convenieute, 

. ipi. Aunque por una ^onseqiiencia Afd estos p):in*« 
(;jipios puede hacer una guerra defensiva para repeler 
qualquier ataque imprevisto^ no podrd continuarU 
sin el consentiauento del Congreso^ que convocara 
ipmediatamente^ si no s^e faallare reunido^ y nunca 
ppdra* sin este consentimiento hacer la guerra fuers^y 
|ier territorio de la Confederacion. 
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§9. As a, consequence of this facofly/'it can also 
f^ioaovte ^hem *tr6in %Wr s^tttatitMs iprfaen it may think 
proper> but if such removal dees not take place in 
consequence of faults and misdemeanours, but from 
a want of talent and ability, or from any other de^ 
feet, not incompatible with, their innocence and in*^ 
t^rity, it ought then to recommend the former riie- 
rit of these functionaries to Congress^ that they may 
be. rjemunerated and competently indemnified trith 
otb^r i?ituations in the serviccof the nation . 

SECTION iv.\ 

Duties of the Executive Power. 

100. The Executive Power, in conformity to the 
laws and resolutions which on various occasions maj 
be communicated to it by Congress, will provide by 
every means within the reach of its authority, for 
the interior and exterior security of the State, di- 
recting for this purpose proclamations to the towng 
of the inferior, as well as notifications, orders, and 
whatever may be thought necessary. 

101. Notwithstanding by a consequence of tbese 
principles, the Executive is authorized to undertake 
avdtfensive war, in order to repel any sudden attack ; 
it ^^nnot continue the same' without tibe consent of 
Qongress, which shall be assembled^ if not tlien sit^ 
ttng^ and. witliout this. previous consrent, the formief 
has not power to wage vrar but of the territory of tbsr. 
Confederatign. 
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iOS. Todos los a!io9 preseiitar^ al JCon^reso eb stis 
ties C&maras^ una razon circunstanciada del estadb 
de la Dacion en sus. rentas^ gastos j recurso^, indi^ 
eandole las refdrmas que deBan hacerse eii Ids ramos 
de la adniidistracion publica^ y tdd6 Id demas que 
'en general deba tbmarde eh consideracioii por las Cm* 
maras^ sin preseiitarle nunca proyectos de Xey^ for- 
mados 5 redactados coiho tales. 

103. En tbdo tieiifipo dara tanibifen a las C^maras 
las cuentas, iiifornies^ e ilustraciones que por ellai 
se le pidan^ pudiehdb reiservar las que pot ehtonces do 
sean de piiblicar, y en igual cdsd podr^ reservair 
tambien del tonocimientd de la Camata de Reprc- 
tentantes^ aquellas negocia^ioiies o tratitdos secretoii 
ijue h'ubiere entablado con aviso>. consejo; y con* 
keniimiento del Senado. 

1&4. En toda ocurrencia extraordinaria deberi 
bonvocar al CongresO;, p k una de sus Camaras i y 
en caso de difeirencia entre ellas sobire la 6poea de si^ 
emplazamlento^ podr4 fixarles uh termino paia s^ 
reunion^ comp se previeheen el paragr£kfo:iS8. ; 

lt)5: Sera uho de sus principsdes debere^ telat 
^obre la ekacta^ iSiel^ ^ inviolable e^eebcion de las 
lejes ; y pai-a esto y qualqtiiera otra medida del f» 
sorte de su aiitoridad^ podra delegarla en lbs oS^- 
cialieS y etnpieados del Estado qiie estim&re con*- 
r^iente al mejdr desempefio de estd importantt 
vbligaetoa. 
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.102. Every year. it shall lay before both Houscp of 
Congress, a particular statemept of the situatioH of 
the countryj, with regard to reyenue, expences and 
resources, pointing out the reforms that ought to b^ 
made in the branches of pubUe administration^ Hi 
well as every thing else that ought to come under 
the consideration of the two Houses, bat without 
presenting the projected form? of a law, drawn u^ 
and Worded as such. 

103. It shall also be held at all times boMd to' 
lay before the Houses,^ the accounts^ ioforniiatiotf 
and explanations^ which the latter may require, reir 
serving only those \vhich for the moment are not t«' 
be published; and i^n similar cases the Executive may 
witbold from the knowledge of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, those Secret treaties or negociatioos itouiy 
have entered into tf'ith the adviee, counsel and coii- 
tent of the Senate. ~ 

; 104. In all ektraordinary occurrences, tie Exe- 
eutive is' to convene Coi^ress, or at kast one of the 
jttouses, and in case of any difference between them 
respecting the period of their summons, it can the» 
fix ^e time of assembling, as stipulated in article 68. 

105. It shall be Qmot its prmcipal duties to watch 
over the exact, faithM and Inviolable execution of 
the Itfws, and for this as well as every other measure 
devolviiig on- its authority, it may delegate the same 
to the officers and functioaaries of tfe State, the most 
raitable to fulfil so UDportant an obligoitionv ' 
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106. Para los mismjos fines, y arreglandose k la 
forma que prescribiere el Congreso, podra el Podef 
Executivo comisionar cerca de los Tribunales j 
Cortes de justicia de la Confederacion, Agentes o 

. Delegados para requerirlas sobre la • obseirvancia dd 
las formas legales y ex&cta aplicacion de las leyes 
antes de terminarse los juicios, comunicando al Con- 
greso las reformat que crea necesarias^ segqn el in- 
forme de estos comisionados. 

107. El Poder Executivo cbmo gefe permanent^ 
del Estado^ sera el que reciba a nombre suyo los 
Embaxadores y demas Enviados, y Ministros pub* 
licOs de las oaciones extrangeras. 

SECCION QUINT>. 

Disposiciones gentrales rdativas til Poder J^xecutivd. 

108. Los Poderes Executivos provinciales, b \oi 
Gefes encargados del gobierno de las Provmcias^ 
seran en^ellalos Agentes naturales & inmediatos del 
Poder Executivo federal/ para todo aquello qUe poi* 
el Congreso general no estuviere cometido a Em- 
pleados particulares en los ramos de Marina^ ' Exer*^ 

' cito^ y Hacienda Nacionalen Ids puertos y pl^^^ad de 
las Provincias. 

109. Inmediatamente que el Poder Eiecutivo^ \ 
alguno de &us miembros scan acusados y conVencidoi 
ante el Senado de'traicion^ yenalidad d usurpacion^ 
ier4n desde luego destituidos de sus funcionei^ y su^ 
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106: For iiie iiame piirjposesi;, and in conformi^j tf 
tie ininner whicli may be prescribed by Congte$9^ 
tbe Execiiiive Power inay cbmtnisdon agente or de^ 
l^atei near Jie tribunals and bourts of jiistiee^ to 
Iremonstrate wiik them respecting the bbsetvanc^ of 
the 1^1 forms/ and ith^ iexact application of the lawg>. 
before the siiits are tloi^d ; cdmmtmicating to Con^^ 
gresd the reformii that tiiay be considered nece»sary^ 
from the reports of these eommissioiiers. 

107. The Executive Poweri aschiefbif the State; 
hhall be authorized to receive in its name^ the am- 
bassadorsj, eny<xyh and public minis^eri of foreigik 
nations. 

skCTIOM V, 

tr^ie^o^ £^is|r9sfh'b^ >^aft'x;e t0 the Ekedmt'ile Povie$\ 

108^ the prbvinciai Mxecntive Pdwert, i6c tiui 
chiefs charged with the govemment of the ]proT9f ee8> 
•hall in each be th« natural aiid immediate agents q( 
the Federal Executive Power, i^esjpe^ting eVery thii^ 
that by the general Oonjiress> has not. be^ partic^ 
li(rly given in charge to the officer! employed id 4jie 
iiiavy> army, and the branches of the national finance 
In theport? or principal places of the provinces. 

109< As spoil as ever the Executive Power,, or 
inly pi|e of' the members there^it shaU be ac^ie^ 
^eforc^ the Senate, and convicted of treason, yenalitjr 
Vt nsurpation ;. tliey shall be imn^edikt^^ diVeM w 
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jetos a las conseqiiencias de este Juiclo que 4$ ex- 
preton ed el paragrafo 58. 



CAPITULO QUARTO, - 

c * ■ ' ' ' 

I>el Poder Judicial. 

SECCJON PRIM£RA^ - 

NaturalesHaj elecciorfj y duracion de esU JPoder, 

110. £1 Poder Judicial de la Confederacion estara 
defiositado en una Corte Suprema de justicia^ resi- 
dente en la ciudad federal^ y los demas Tribunales 
snbalternos y jnzgados inferiores que el Congreso 
estableciere temporalmentc en el territorio de la; 
onion. 

111. Los Ministros de la Corte Suprema de jus- 
ticiar y los At las demas Cortes subalternas^ seran 

^ nombrados por El Poder Executivo en la forma 
ptescripta en el paragrafo 94. 

112. El Congreso senalara y determinara el nu* 
mero de Mihistros que deben componer las Cortes dcf 
Justiciar con tal que los elegidos s^n die edad de 
treihta afijos para la Suprema, y de yeinticinco parai 
lafi demas^ y tengan las calidades d<^ vecmdad^ con* 

jceptOj probidajJ, y scan Abogadpt recibidot ea el 
Estado. 
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the judgment^ stipulated in article 58; 



aE&s 



CHAP. IV. 

OP THiB JUDldlAt POWBRi 

isc. lat.'-^Ndtur)^, Election^ and Duration of this 

Power. 

liO. ll'he Judicial Power of the Coafederatioii: 
shall be lodged in a Siipreme CoUrt of Justice^ re&i;< 
dent in the Federal city, and in the other inferior 
tribunab and judicHtu^es^ which Congress ma; 
establish^ for the present, in the territory of the union^ 

111. The ministers of the Supreme Court of Jus« 
tice, and those of the inferior on^s, shall be named 
by the Executive Power> in the inanlier prescribed ' 
in article 94. . 

112. The Congress shall point put and determine 
the number of ministers; who are to compos^ the 
Courts of Justice, provided those elected be of the 
agie of thirty, years for the Supreme coiirt, and twenty- 
five for the others; and that they possess the quali^ 
ties of residwice, respectability, probity, aotd ar* 
lawyers received in the Stale. - 
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113. Todos ellos copseryaran bus empleos por el^ 
tiempo que no se ha^an incapaces de continuar en 
ellos por 8U mala conducta. 

114. En periodos fixos determinados por la ley, 
recibiran por este servicio los sueldos que se les 
luiignaren^ y que no podran ser en manera alguiia 
disminuidos^ mientras permaneciereu en sus respec- 
tiyas funciobes. 

Seccion segunda. 

. Atribuciones del Poder Judicial 

11^ El Poder Judicial de la Confederacion^ estara 
^ircuQseripto a los casos cometidos por ella ; y tgon, 
^^todos los asuntos contencio90s> ciriles^ 6 criminales 
que ^e deriven del contenido de esta Coostitucion^-^' 
loa tratados d negociaicioja(eif Jiechas baxo su autori-* 
i|adj-^-^todo lo concerniente a Embaxadores^ Mi^s^ 
tr4>8^ C^ule^^ — los asuntos. perten^ecientes a Almi- 
fiuiiazgo^ y jurisdiccion maritiHia^— -las diferencias 
M q^el Eifodp federal tenga b sea parte^ — las que 
sesuKciteq eii^e dos 6 mas Pronncias^ — enire una 
Provincia^ y uno d muchos c|udadanoa de jotra^— * 
ffifre ciudadaoos de una misma Proyincia que dispu^ 
tajten tierrasconcedidas por diferentes Provineias^— ^ 
Mtri^uM. Pravineia^ d oiudad^nos de ella^^'y otros 
Sstadoii^ cmdadanos^ d yasallos extrangeros. 

up. Eti estos casos exercera sa autoridad la Su-> 
prema Corte d^justiciapor apelacito^ segualasreg- / 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



22& 

1 13. The whole of them shall preserve their offices 
till their bad conduct may render them incapably of 
retaining them 

114. At fixed periods determined by laW, , they 
shall receive for this service, the salar&s that may 
^e assigned them ; and which cannot in any maniier 
be diminished^ as long as they fulfil their respective 
functions. 

SECTION II, 

Attributes of the Judicial Power • 

tlb. The Judicial Power of the Gonfederatioii 
shall bfe circumscribed to the matters confined t&ereto 
by the latter; Viz. dl the liti^bus^ dvil ^ erif* 
minal questions^ Vrhich may arise fr oiri the Contents 
^f this CoBstitution^the treaties and negoeiattons 
carried into elSTect under its authority^— every thing 
concerning ambassadors^ ministers, and eonftuls'-— 
matters belonging to the Admiralty and maritiiiie 
jurisdiction — ^the difiefrences in which the Federal 
State may have^, or form part — ^those which may arke 
between two or more provinces — between ja provioee^ 
and one or more citizens of another— 'between citizens 
of the sameproyince^ who may dispute lands granted 
by different provinces^-betwcen one province, or ci- 
tizens thereofj, and other ^tates^ dtizens, or foreign 
vassals. 

116. In these cases/ the Supreme Caurt of Jus* 
tice shall exercise its authority by appeal, according 
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Jas y exccpcioncs que Ic pre?cribiere ' el Congreso ] 
pero enjtodos los condernientes a £mbaxadore9^ Mi- 
liistro^j J Consules^ y en los que alguna Provincia 
fuere parte ipteresada^ la ei^ercera exclusiva j ori- 
^inalmente, 

117. Todos lo8 juicios criiuinales ordinarios que 
HO se deriTeu del derecho de acusacion coacedido k'\k 
Camara de Representantes por el paragrafo quarenta 
y quiltro^ se termiaaran por jurados luego que se 
establezca en Venezuela cst^ sistema de legislacioii 
criminal^ cuya actuacion se hara en la misnia Pro-^ 
Tincia en que se hubie^ cometido el delito; j^ero 
quaiklo el crimen sea fuera de los limites de la t76ii« 
federation contra el derecho ^e gentes^ deter mina^ 
jbI Congreso por una ley particul^^ el lugar ^n que 
fiay^ de seguirse el juicio. 

118. La Suprcm?^ Corte de justicia tjendrli elder 
Vecho exclusiyo de ex^minar> aprobar y expedir titulos 
a todos los Abogados de la Confederacion que acre*. 

^diten sus estudios con testinionio de su respectiva 
Gobierno; y los que los obten^an en esta forma^ 
estar&n autorizados para abogar en toda ella, aun 
d'onde baya colegios de Abogados^ cuyos priviliegioii 
cxclusivos parp. actuacion^ quedan derpgados^ y ten- 
* dran opcioh a los empleos y comisiones propias de 
esta prof(^ion ; siendo presentados los referidos titulbi^ 
^1 Poder EicecutiTO ^6 la union^ antes de exercerla^ 
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to the rules pud exceptions prescribed byCo^gresf^ 
but in those in which a proTince bears an interested 
part, th^ ^me shall in that case, exercise^ its owi^ 
original arid exclusive authority. 

.117. All the ordinary criminal cases^. which may 
not belong to the right of accusation granted to the^ 
House of RepresentatiTes by the 44th article, shall 
be tried by juries, as ^oon as this crimihal system of 
legislation m^y be established in Venezuela; the pro-^x 
ceedings whereof shall tak? place in the same pro* 
vince in which the crime was committed; but whea 
it has occurred out of the limits of the Confederation, 
and is against the law of nations, the Congress by 
arpartieular law, shall determine the plae^ in which 
the trial is to take place* ' . 

118. The Supreme Court of Ju3ticfs shall liaye 
the exclusfive right of examining, approying and 
granting diplomas to all the attornies of the Con- 
federation, who may have proved under the testimoi^y 
of their respective governments, that they have per- 
formed the necessary coursers of studies ; and tho^e 
who may m this manner obtain them^ ^shall he au- 
thorized to practice throughout the whole of tl^e 
same, even where there jnay be colleges of lavvyerSj 
whose exclusive privilege^ to -practice are hereby 
annulled ; and they shall a|so I^avethe right of being 
elected to any of the o^ices and commissions belongs 
ing to their profess JQn, the above titles beinr pre*^ 
viously presented to the Executive Power of the 
union^ before the said right is exercised^ in or^en^ tq 
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paxii que les po^ga d corre^ pondiente - paae ; k qii9 
jgualmente se practicara con los' Abogados quf^ habf^ 
*iniq side recibidos fuera de Venezuela^ qai^raii ^bo^ 
gar enella. 



^Sf=i 



fA^FJTVhO QUINTO. 

S&CCIOK PRIMERA. 
l)g LAS PxQFINCJfJtS* 

jfa mites 4^ la autoridlad de cada t^iicf. 

119. NiBfiruna Droyincia particular pued($ ^x^rce^ 
responda a las atribuciohes canr 
), y al jj^oder Ek^utivp de li| 
lacer ley que CQmprotneta Iqs 
eella. 

mtp ni dos^ ni nias Brorincia!! 
as^ h Conifederaciones entpe d^ 
rticulares sin el consentimientp 
BL obtenerlo deben especificarle 
iraclon de estos tratados^ 6 con^ 

eden sin los mismos requisitoi^ jn^ 
iHtar, 111 maotener tropas^ o 
I tienipo de paz^ ni entablar^ 6 
ulacioaes^ ni eonyenios ton iiin^ 
fera. . ^ 
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receive tBe necessaiy warrant ; whicl^ fomi iliall alift 
l>e ob8erv0i3 by those lawyers who lavio^ been re»» 
ceired diit of Yene^q^Iay may tiierewishiopra^ctice 
|;teir ^rofessio% 



« 



CHAR V- 



.^sclst^^Qftl^e Provinces, Limits gf thf A^hority 

of each, 

119. No'partipiilar proyince shall be alIo\ted io 
pcerci^e any act which may belong, to the attributes 
|^^nte4 to Copgresy^ an4 to the Executii^e Power of 
jthe Confed^fation ; i^or to nuike any law tint maj 
|ffect t|ie gieiieral ^oDtr aciiB ^f the same* 

180. Consequently, i^either two nor more provinces 
jphall he allowed to form alliances^ or Confederations 
^ongit themselves I nor to conclude particular 
agreements ^thout tl)e conisefit of Congress^ and ip 
prdpr to obtain tl|e same, they ar^ to specify thereto 
the object^ terips^ and dqraticm of all such agree* 
ments^ or particular ^conventions, 

131. Neither em they without the same requisites 
and consent of Congress^ raise or maintain troops^ or 
vessels of war in timeof peace^ nor set on foot dr con-* 
elude contracts^ stipulations^ or agreeioents with 
any foreign power. 
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122. De los mismos reqtiisitos, y anuencia necesitaii 
para pader establecer derecho^ de tonelada^ import^ 
cioD^ y expartaciou al cqmercio extraugero en sus 
respectivos Puertos, y' al comeFCxo^ interior, y dp 
cabotage entre si; pues que las leyes' generaleg de la 
union deben procurar uniformarlo en la libertad de 
toda suerte de trabas ^ymestas a su prosperidad, 

)[23. Sin los mismos requisitos^ y consentimiento 
UO podran emprehender otra guerra que la puramente 
defensiva en un ktaque repentino, 6 riesgo inmioeiit^^ 
c inevitable de ser atacadas^ dando inmediatamente 
parte de -estas ocurrencias al Gobierno federal para 
que provea a ellas oportunamente. 

I2f. Para que las leyes partiqulares de la; Pro- 
Tincias no pueden nunca entorpecer la marcha de las 
federales, se someteran siempre al juicio del Cpn- 
greso antes de tener fireria^ y valor de tales en sus 
respectivos depaVtamentos, pudiendose entre tanto 
lletar a execucibn^ mientras las r^Vee el ^ongresd/ 



SECCION SEGUNDi, ' . 

Correspondencia reciproca entre si\ • 

• 125. Los actos pujjlicos de todas clases, y las ^n- 
/^encias judiciales sancionadas por los Podcres Ma- 
^istrados y Jueces de una Provincia, tendran enter* 
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122. It shall hot b^ lawfoT for iberti, yviik^ut ti» 
«ame previous requisites and coai^eut^ to establish 
tOnnag<e, import ^nd ei^ort duties, on foreiy^n trade 
in their respective ports^ or on the interior and 
coasting trade : for it is the dut j of the general lai/vs 
of the union^ to endeavour to render the same uni* 
form in the freedom of every kind of restraints^ that 
may aflFect the prosperity of each 

123. Without the same requisites and consent^ it 
shall not be lawful for them to undertake any war^ 

fitbat is not purely defensive^ and in case of a sudden 
attack^ imminent danger^ or the certaini' dread of 
some assault ; giving immediate ootice to the Federal 
government of all similar occurrences/ in order that 
it may make timely provision against the- same. 
. 124. In order that the particular lavirs of the pro- 
vinces^ may in no wise counteract those enacted by 
the Confederation^ they shall ^tall times be previous^ 
submitted to the judgment of the Congre'ss^ before 
they have their full force and eflSsct/ in their respective 
departments; it being however lawful to carry them 
into execution^ in the mean time that they are ire*^ 
yised byXoiigress. 

8ECTI01I II. 

Reciprocal Correspondence between each. 

125. All public acts of every kind^ as well %% 
judicial sentences^ sanctioned by the authoritieSj^ 
fnag^strates> and judges of one province^ shall re« 
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1^, 'y credito ea todas las demas comforme a las leyes 
gtoerales que el Congreso estableciere para el imi- 
farme^ e inTariabie efectp .d^ fi^ios j^to$^ j docu* 
meDtos. 

1^ Todo faooibre libre de una Proyincia^ si? 
:AQta4e yago o reato jqdicial/ gozara en las demas de 

iodos los derechos de ciudadano libre de i^las; y los 
:babxtantes de la una^ tendran libre y franca la entraoa 
. J salida en las otras^ y gozaran enellas de todas las 
iventajas y beneficiosdesu industria, comerdo e in-' 
' ftniccion^ skjetandose a las leyes^ impuestos ' y re^ 
: stricciones del territorio en quie se hailareo^ eon taV 
^ qlle estas l^yes no se dirijan a impedir la trast^ion de" 

una propiedad introducida en ui^a ProVincia, pan 
^ ^qi^ilquiera de las otras qne quisiere cl proprieiario. 
* 1^« . Las Proyineias i requerimientb de sns respec? 

'firoR Poderes Executiyos^ se eatregar^n rectproes- 
f mtete.qualesquiera de los reos acusados de crimen de 
f Eistado^ hurtO;^ homicidio^ d otros grayes/ refngiad^ 
i en. ellas, para que sean juzgados por la ai|tori4^ 
- poymcial a que corresponda, . , .., 



SeCCION TCRCERAt 

jiuw^nftP:- sucesivo de la Coitfederacion. 

.1^. Luego que libres de la opresion que sufren 
las Pr/)yiiicias de Goro, Maracaybo y Guayana, pu6- 
^an y qiiieran uhirse ^. la Ctnf(gderacion^ seraA ad^ 
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c^ive full credit and belief inalHh^ otli^f?, ii^ fP^^ 
fprmity te the general laws^ Mrhich Congress m^.y 
establish for the uniform^ andinyariable.^ffeQts wbicK 
a;*e to accompany similar documents* 

126. Every freeman of one province, who may 
not be known as a vagrant, or marked by some public 
criminality, shall in all the others, enjoy all the 
rights of a free citizen thereof; and the inhabitants of 
ojie, shall have free ingress and egress from the re«t, 
a^d shall enjoy therein all the advantages and benefits 
of their industry, commerce and tuition^ subjecting 
tiiemselves to the laws, imposts, and restrictions <^. 
the district in v^rhich they may be ; provided th^t thes^ 
same laws are not opposed to the transfer of any pro^ 
perty, introduced into one province, for any of the 
others, the owners thereof may wish. 

127. 'The provinces at the requisition of the re- 
aipective Executive Powers, shall reciprocally deliver 
up to each other, all persons accused of State crimei^^ 
robbery, murder or other capital offences, wha 
may have taken refuge therein, that they may h!ei 
tried by the provincial authority to whofii the «40i&' 
belongs. ^ 

SIICTION III. 

Successive increase of th€ ConfeAsratian^ . 

, 1^. As soon as the province of Cpro, Maracaybo^ 
a^ Guayana, freed from the opcossion uj^der wWtilu 
%y now labpur^ are able and de^rpua of beiiig^ 
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Hkiiidas 4 ella^ sin que la Tiolenta separacidn 6n cjue 
a sir pesar y el nuestro ban pferraanecidd, pueda al- 
tefar p&ra con ellas los principioa de igiialdad^ jtis^'' 
ticia y fraternidad, de que gozar&n desde Itfego co'mtf^ 
todas las dem^ ProTiudas de la union. 

1^. Del misnio modoy y l&axo los tnismos prin^* 
cipios serltn tambien admitidas ^ incorporadas qua* 
' lesquiera oiras del continente Colombiano ( antes 
America Espafiola ) que quieran unirse baxo las con-»' 
dicibnes y garantias necesarias para fortificar la- 
union con el aumento y enlace de sus partes inte- 
grante^. 



130. Aunqiie el conocimiento^ ex&men^^y resolif- 
cion de estas materias y qualesquiera otras que ten- 
gan relacion con ellas, es del exclusivo resorte'del 
(^ongreso/ durante el tiempa de su seceso podra el 
Poder- Executivo prompver, y executar quanto con- 
T«nga a los progresos de la Unioni baxo las reglas 
que para ello le prescribiere el Congreso . 

ISI. A este toca tambien coiiocer eiclusiyamente' 
de la formacion; 6 establecimieiito de nuevas Provin- 
cias en la Confederacion, ya sea por division del ter- - 
ritorio de otra, 6 por la reunion de dos, 6 mas; 6 do 
fiartes' de cada una de ellas ; pero nunca quedar£ 
concluido d establecimiento sin el acuerdo y cdnseBK 
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united to the edhfederatidn, they sBafl be aJiMtted tii^ 
the same^ without the for:ced separation^ in which id 
fpite of themselyes and us^ they have been k^, 
making any difference in the principles of equality^ 
justice, and fraternity, which they shall enjoy from 
tfaat^tinie, the same aA the other provmtes^ of the 
union. , . : ; > 

1^. In like manner and umtier the sa»^ princi{des/ 
shall be admitted and incorporated^ any other of the 
provinces- of the Cohimbian continent, (be^foK 
Spanish America) which may be desirious of uniting 
therewith, under the necessary conditions and gua^^ 
rantees> ip order to strengthen the union, by the ad* 
ditic^n and connexion of their integral parts. 

130. Notwithstanding the cognizance, examina- 
tion, and determination of these matters, or any 
others that may have any relation therein, excliisively 
belongs to the authority of Congress, during the time 
of its recess, the Executive Power is authorized to» 
promote, and do every thing that may contribute to 
the progress of the union, under the regulations which 
may be prescribed by Congress. 

131. It also exclusively belongs to the latteis to 
fiegulate the formation or establishment, of new pro- 
jrinces in the Confederation, whether it be. by a 
division of the territory of one, or by the union of 

. two, or more, or of parts of any of theip ; but the 

. establishment thereof shall not be considered as de-* 

finitively settlM, till the accord and consent of tht^ 
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fiimehio del Coi^re^o, y de las ProyincUs inter^sadat 
411 hk teuuiong 6 diTisioii& 

. ' I i,. , '. . - . , ^ , 

13d« El C/dngreK> seri iguabnente arbitrO para 
dyoponer de todo terrttioirio^ y ptopriisdad dd Esfacbj^ 
fe^kxolas leje«3 reglamentoB, 7 ordeiiaiiZj3& que para 
ello expidiere> con ^1 ^ae en ellas no se altere^ ni 
Istferprete parte algiina de mk$i Con«(Citi»didD^ d<^ 
aiodo cpie da&e a )os dereehda g^Qei!ale$ de la Ufiiaai 
^4 lot particulares de las ProYiciai^ 



S £ C € I O N 4} U A a T A. 

ISS. £1 Gobierno de la Unioii asegura^ y garaii«* 
liza a las Provincias la forma del Gobierno Repub-^ 
ticano que cada una de ellas adoptire para la admi^ 
nistracion de sus negoeios domesticos/: sin aprobar 
Constitucion a%una Proyincial que se pponga a los 
principios liberales, y francos de representaciqa ad* 
fnitidos en eata^ ni iconsentir que en tiempo alguno st 
establezca otra forma de Gobierno en toda la Confe^ 
deracion. 

^ 1^* Tambieo afianza a las misma^ Proyl^qiasm 
y^eft^, 4 independencia reeiproeas en |)ji parte ^ 
nu Soberania que se ban reseryado ; y siendo justOi 
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■ > 
Caress iB pbtaiaedi is t»r«ll ai of ttc JlrQtmc^ itf- 
Wested ill tfie miiiexation br dtvisibn. 

132^. Congress «hAll uUd hive thfe jptt.lver to dikpode 
of all laiids and property bdcmging id thfe Sta^^ 
kinder the laws, rqgulationis; and orfiilanit^d whidi it 
maj form for the same ; provided that no |>arf bif tiiifr 
Constitution is altered or interpreted id as U iiljuiSe 
Wie general rights of the Umon, ot the parti4^u]^r 
bnes of the provinces; 

^^icTioN iv. 
Miiiuai gnaraniee ef the provinces to each otti&r^ 

isS. The government of the Union secures aad 
guarantees to the provinces, the form of that Re- 
publican government, which each may adopt for thii^ 
ttdrpinistration of its doihestic conceras ; but without 
approving of aby provincial Constitution which may 
be opposed to the liberal and fre^ principles of repre^ 
mentation herein contai|ied> and without at anytime 
^ions0nting that any other form of government be esta* 
blished throughout the whole of the Confederation. . 

134. It also confirms to the said provinces, their 
reciprocal liberty and independence^ \h that part of 
their sovereignty which they have reserved to theo*^ 
lelves ; and when just and necessary, it will protect 
tod aideack one of them against all invasions or do- 
liekic violence, witlh the plenitude of power and 
for^e which may be confi4ed to it, for the preset 
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xantift toda inv^iQaji 6 ytp^eia donrqBtiea^ ^on la 
^l^l^d 4e ;pode|r ;y foe|y|a que se Wt^onfia paca la 
eoiisi^r;yaeiea de la |»az ;j «^guridad ^nerial ; sfieippre 
.4ue filere requeridopara ello per la Legislatara ^ra- 
;titodal^ 6fp^rel Poder fisjccutivo quando el Legts- 
(latiy^ no estuviete feiitndo» ni pudtere* ser ^ino- 



CAPITULO SEXTO. 

» ■ 

^ 1®5. ^En^d^s los *a50« cfn que 4tts dds terc^as 
^ttes^de^iadaunade ks'^^amflHis idel *CoHgreso, 6 
^'fos Ijegislataras provinciales se ^f dpuderciny y 
^p¥dt)afe& ttriglndl, j Feciprocanterfte algutias re- 
'^riiiai^^ 6^ altercfenfes que cfean -kiecesam6 «i este 
-Coftdtitueidh^ se tendran 6Gitas{)ar yalidas/ yh^ka 
dcusde^ii^nees parrte de la misisia GoustifuoioD. 

iS6. Ya pro?vfenga la refofrna'del Coligreso, d de 

lis *Legislaturas, peritianeceran los atfticnids sddi^- 

^'lidos -a la reforma en foda su iFuef za y vi^br, faa^ 

que'uuo de los Cuerpos autorizado para ella, hayla 

' aprobado y sancionado lo propuesto'por el 6tro en fe 

"^ forma preyenida en el paragrafo anterior^. 
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yrati<mciihegenen\ peace md security/ wbeiieTdr the 
same may be required of it by Che Protincial Legig* 
lature^ or by the Executim Powei;^ ia cai^ the for- 
mer isnot assembled^ and cannot be convened. 



CHAR VL 

Itevilsdt and reform of the ConsHtiUUm. 

135. In all eases wherein two-thirds of each of tiie 
Houses of Congress^ or of the Provincial Legisln- 
tures^ shall propose^ and originally^ and reciprbcalfy 
^prqye, of any reforms > or alterations which tiiey 
inay consi^r necessary to this Constitution^ .Hm 
same shall then be held as valid^ and thencefor* 
ward form part thereof. 

136^ Whether the reform originates with the Goa*' 
grass, or with the Legislatures^ the articles submit^ 
tedtoar^orm^ shall remaia in their full force aqii 
vigour, ifiU oijie of the bodies authorized to tbiet 
effect^ shall have approved df^ and sanctioned ilie 
jiUer^tioii proposed by the other^ in the maimer |ii««r 
Mm^ W ^eprece^p^ article. , 
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W ciPTTVLO SEPTIMO. 

.•■*'• ^: 

Sancton 6 raiificadon de la Conslitucion. 

]37» £1 pueblo de cada Provincia por medio de 
convenciones particulafes^ reunidasexpresaiDetite\)ara 
el caso^ 6 por el orgaod-de^sus Ellcctores ctpitutaros^ 
autorizados determinadamente al intento; 6 por la 
yoz de los Sufragantes parroquiales que hayan for* 
inado las Asambleas primarias para la eleccioa de 
Repreaenta^eSji^esipresaclL soleqanemcnte su voluntad 
Ubre y espontanea de aceptar^ rechazar, 6 modificar 
e» todo, 6 en parte esta Constitucion. [: 

1S8. ' Leida .la prcsente Constitucion k las Corpo^ 
raciones que hubiere hecho formiLr cada Gobierna' 
pro'vincial^ segun el articulo anterior^ para su apro- 
bacipuy y verificada esta eon las modi ficacionesdM - 
teracjiones que ocurrieren per pluralidad^ se jurara 
au observancia solemnemente, y se procederli dentro 
de t^eero dii a nombrar los funcionarios que les cor- 
re8ppn4w'de los poderes^ que forman la Represenfa- 
cic^ii nacional^ cuya eleccion se barar <m todo" caso por 
log Electores qu€ van desigriados, ■ 

1S9. El resultado de ambas operaciones si6 cdmu-' 
tiicara por las jjlj^pectivas Municipalidades al Gobi-'- 
erap de su Provincia^ para que presentandolo al Con^ 
greso quando se reuna; se retuelra por cl lo conve^ 
Riente. 
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V CHAP, rih ^^ ♦ V 

Sanction or ralifij^ior}^ of the Constitution, 

" 137. Thepeopleof each province^ by mWns of par^ 

. iict^lai: meetings, expressly convened for the purpose^ 

M^r throti^b the orpin of tfeeir district electors^ coft- 

clusiyely aiithorized to that effect, or by the voice of 

- jtheir jpfirochial voters, whp may have formed the 

primary meetings for the election of Representa^ 

tiyes, sh9.ll ^ojeinnl^ express their frjee and spqnta-p 

neous' will, to accept, reject, or tp rijodify the 

whole, qr part of this Constitution. 

138. The present Constitutjioii, ip ar^er to receive 
*' their approbation, being read ta the Coirporations 
- each provincial ^v^rnment may have caused to be 

formed, in conformity to the preceding article; the 
same being obtained; together with the modificatibns 
\and alteration^ which may occur by a plurality of 
vot^s,; the obseryan.ce thereof shall be solemnly 
sworn J and within tlje third day^ they sliall proceed 
to "name their' resp^ctiye fupctiona^es to fill the 
powers created by the national Rep^eseiitatioii, whicli 
choice shall in a|l cases, foe mad^ by the electors al- 
ready pointed out.^ 

139. The results of both operations, shall by tik 
respective Municipalities, be communicated to' the 
goveriiment of the correspop4iii& province, in ordeip 
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140. Las ProTmcias que se iDcorporen de nueTo 
4 la ConfederacioD^^llefiardn e^ su oportuoidad e$t» 
mismaa formalida^es ; aunque' el no hacerlo ahora 
por cauias po^ero Al 6 imuperables, no ser^ obsta- 
culo paraTeunirse en el momento en que sus Go«, 
Jueraoa lo pidan por Comisionados d Deb^dos al 
Congreso^ quando este reunido^ 5 al Poder Bxecutiyo 
durante $1 receipt ^ 



4 . CAPITULO 0€tAVO. 

Derechot del honibre que se teconocerdn y respetardn 
en toda la extension del Est ado. 

Sdberania del Pueblo. 

I4l. Despues de constituidos log bombres en sod* 
edad, ban fenunciado a aquella libertad ilimitada y 
lii^enciosa a que &cilmente los conducian sus pasi- 
<mt^^ propria solo del estado salvage. ^1 estableci« 
miento de lasociedad presupone la renuncia de estos 
derechos funestos^ la adquisicion de otros mas dulces 

,y|iaoificofi^ y la sujecion a ciertos deberes mutuos* 
US.. El pacto social asegura.a cadaindividuo el 

^go.ce J posesion de sus biene3^ sin leaion del dcrecbfo 
qiie los demas tepgan alos suj^os. . 
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tfcaf the «ame being laid before Congress, wlifen 
a;ssembled^ ^e letter may decide j|iereoii. 
' 140. The Provinces which may be newly incor-'' 
porated to the Confederation, shsm^at a proper time, 
comply with these formalities; and notwithstanding' 
ti^ may not fi>r the present; urged ^by powerfal and 
insuperable causes, have ittlfilled4he same, itshali 
not nevertheless be an obstacle against fulmre an-' 
nexation, whenever their government4gL may demand^ 
tfi^ same, by commissioners or delegates to Congress, 
when assemlHed, or to the Executive Power, .during!^ 
its recess, 

chap/ VIIL 

" Sighis of ^mcirijt which are to be acknowledged ahdt 
respected throughout the whole extent of the State. 

SECTION m* 

Sovereignty of the People. 

14L After nien have beea constituted i&to so-* 
ciety, they have renounced that unlimited and lir^ 
cations liberty to which they were- easily lead by^ 
their passions, it being opiy adapted to a savage Stat^^ ' 
The establishineii): cff * society pre-rsupposes the' 
r^unciation of these fatal rights, the acquisition of, 
others nH>re swe^ and paci^c, as well as'a jubjeptlon 
to certain mutual duties. 

143. The social compact secures io eafch indiviifeal^ 
the enjoyment aqd possession, of his property^ wtth*'^ 
•ut detrimeiMi toi the ri^ht v|iicl| others may have to' 
theirs. > 
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14S. Una sociedad deliQinbres reumdos baxo urn^ 
fnismas lejes, costumbres^ j. gobieriiOj, forma una so* 
li^ania. ' 

144. La 9ol^aoiat de up paia^ h suprema poder ^ 

fi^glar^ J dirigir equitativanieQte los intereses de li^ 

cpinuiiidad^ reside pues eseocial j originaliiiente <^ 

^a masa general d^, sus habitantes^ j se exerciia pco: 

inediod^Apoderados ^ Represea^ai^tes de e8iQ$> oom- 

brados y establecidos conforme a 1^ CmisU^cion. i 

14^5. Ni^gun iQdiJTidiio^ ninguiia familiaj ninguni^ 

po|*cion 6 reunion de ciudadanos^ ninguna cocporji^- 

eion particular^ ningun pueblo^ ciudad^ d partid(]i, 

puede atribuirse la.soberanSa 4e la sociedad, que ea 

imprescriptible^ inagenall^le e in^iriaible, en su esep- 

<;ia y t>rigen^ ni persona algui^a podra exercer quai^ 

quiera fhncion publica del gobiernoj, si no la ha ob- 

tenido por la Constitucion. 

146. Los Magistrados y oficiales del Gobierno^ ii|- 
yestidos de qualquiera espede; de autoridad, sea en el 
Departamenta Legislativo^ en el Executito, bin 
el Judicial^ son de consiguiente merosk Agentes y 
Representantes del pueblo en las funciones que ex- 
erceuj y en tq|d(p. ti^mpo^ responsables a los bombres & 
baliitaQtes de 9^ cpnducta pub]^ca por yia? legUimas 
J copstituoioqales^, 

147- Todos los cividadanQs ii;ene» derecho indis- 
tintamente k los empleos publjicos^ del modo^ en las 
formas^ y con las condiciones prescriptas por la ley^ 
no siendo aquellos la pr^piedad excl^siya de alguna; 
1^9^^ de boinbres en particulsMr ^ y nii^n bombj^^ 
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\^. A society of men^ iinited under tiie stm^ 

}aws^ customs^ and govertiiiie^it, form a sovereignty. 

|44. The soveyeignty qf a ,couiitry^ or the. sii-? 

'prcmjB potfer qf regulating apd equitably directing 

the ijnfterestq pf the cqmjpaiwity,: therefore e^entially. 

9nd Qrigi|}ally, reside^ iii the general mq^sf. of ii^ in"- 

iiabitai|ts^ an4 i? exetcfsed by oceans of their em* 

powered agents or repre^eatatiyes^ name^ |U}d esta- 

|)lished iu c|M|formity tq the Cqqstitutiqn, 

. 145. ^Q jndiyidqal^ pq family;, po portion or re- 

|inion qf citizen^^ i|0 particular corporation^ nq 

loMlij city/ or districtj, §h8^11 J^ttf^b^te (o itself the 

^vereignty qf tb^ society^ i^hiph \^ impre^crtptibte^ 

linaliepable^ and indivisible in it^ epsenc§ i^pd prigin;^ 

-and 110 persofi whatever shall exercise any publiif 

functiqn qf goverpmejat^ ui^les|[ he |ias obtained it by 

the Constitution. 

i 146. The magisti^ates jtqd qfficers of goyemmenf^i 
invested with ^^y speqies of authqrity, either in th^ 
Xegislativej, Executive, ox Jfudicial departments^; 
Vre of cqu^equeqcC;^ mere ageqts and representative! 
of the people in the functions they exercise, arid ar? 
at all times responsible to them for their public con« 
^uctl, thrqugh the l^gal af^d cqnstitutic^nal channels. 
147. Every citizen, without distinction, has a 
i;ight tq the public employments, in the manner and 
under the formsi and conditions prescribed by law ; 
the same not being the exclusive property of ^ny par*- 
ticular class of men; and"' no man, corporation, o^ 
society of mep^ shall have any other title, wherebjf 
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eteporacioii 6 asociacionde hoiiit>fes, ienitk otro ti- 
tnle para obtener T^ntajas y cposideraoiones paarticu-^ 
hures^ distinlls de las cfe.lo$ otroa en k opeion a los 
mipIeo9 que forraan una carrera pabliea : lina el que 
]K[0¥ieae de Jos aeryicios. heeliM al Estado • ^_ 

' 148. No sieodo estea iitulos ni seryieios en maneraf ' 
a%iuia hereditarios per la nati}raleza> ni Irammi'' 
stbles i }o8 hfjes^ descendieRtes^ u otras rekieiones 
de sangre, la idea de un hombre nacid^ magisttado/ 
legislador^ juez^ mili^tar^ > d empkado de (]pialquiera 
Mierte^ es abi urda» y eontraria a la naturaleza. : 

149. La ley es la expresiop libf^e de la yoluntad 
giNieraV ^ ^ 1a mayor ia de loa ciudadancs^ indicadft 
per el ^pgapo de bus Repres^tantes legalmente coi»^ 
stltuidoa. Ella se funda sobre la justiefa^ y la uti« 
lidad eomun, y faa de proieger la Kbestad p4bliea 
e infiiyidnal contra toda opresion 6 yiolencia. 

l&O. Los actos ejiercidos contra qualq^iiera per^. 
sona fuera de los casos^ y contra Is^s formas que la 
ley deterndina, son iniquos^ y si por ellos se usurpa 
la autoridad (KmstHueional^ 6 la liberta^ del pueUaj 
seran tiranieos. 

Sec CIO N ^egundA. 

l^erechos del hombre en sociedad. 

151. El objefo de la sociedad, es la felicidad co^ 
muH ; y los Gobiernos ban sido instituidos para ase- 
gurar al hombre en ella, protegiendo la mejora y 
perfeccion de sus facultades ftsicas y morales^ au« . 
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ia obtain advantages or particnlfir consideratton?, 
distinct from others^ in the choice of offices^ whidi 
may cwstitute a public career^ exciting those 
which may arise from ^rvrees to the State. 
^ 146. 'Fhese same titles being however ki no wise 
liereditary by nature^ or transmissible to ti^e soiit^ 
descendants^ or to (fther relations by bloody the idea 
of a man being bom a magistrate^ legislator/ judge^ 
soldier^ or functionary of any kind^ is absurd^ aai 
contrary to nature. 

149. The law is the free expression of the general 
wilt, or of the majority of the citizens^ iudicq^te^ 
through the organ of their Representatives legally 
constituted. It is also founded on justice and com<^ 
mon utility^ ^faid is to protect public and indivMual 
liberty^ against oppression and violence. . 

150. AH acts etereised against any person^ out ci 
4be cases and contrary to the forms which the lav^ 
determinesi'are iniquitous; and if by the same they 
usurp the constitutional authority or the liberty cf 
the jN^le^ they Bhall be deemed tyrnnBical. 

VfiCTION II. 

Bighis of Man in Society » 

151. The object of society,, is the felicity of all ;. 
find governments have been instituted to secure maa 
m the same, by protecting, the amelioration of hia 
physical and moral faculties^ increasing the sphere of 
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menUindo la /esfera 4e sus goces^ j procunindole el 
IBaB justo y honesto exercicio de sub derechos. 

152. Esto? d^^rechos «on la libertad^ la igqaldad^ 
][a propiedad^ y la seguridad, 

153. La libertKd es li^ f^cultad de hacer todo lo 
jqueiip da^a 4 }ps iderechos de ptros indiyiduos^ i^ 
a1 cuef pq de la pQcied^^ cujos limites solo puedea 
determiAarse por la ley, por que de otra ^uerte seriau 
lirbitrariod^ y ruinosos a la misma libertad. 

154. La igualdad consiste en que la ley sea ua^ 
^isina para todos los Ciudadahos^ sea ({iie ca^tjgue^ 
^ que proteja. Ella up reconoce ^istincum de naci- 
^ento^ ni herencia de ppderes, 

. 155. La propiedfKi est ^1 derecho que cada uno tie* 
pe de gozar y di)^poner de los bienes que l^ayai, ^- 
quiridp con su trabajo^ e industria. ^ 

V; 156. La seguridad existe en la garantia^ y protec* 
CiQti que^ da la sociedad ^ cada uno de sus miembros 
fobre la conseryticipi^ de su persona, de sus derechois^ 
y de sus propledades. 

157. No se puede impedir lo que i|o esta prohi- 
bidio ppr \^ ley^ y ninguno podra ser pbligado a ha^ 
per lo que ella np prescribe.^ 

|58. Tampoco podran los Ciudadanos serrecon^ 
yenidos en juiqo, acysadpi, pre^oSy ni ^etenidos, sino 
pn los pasos, y en las formas detefminadas por la ley ; 
y el que provocare, solicit&r^ expidi^re, ji^bscribi^rcji 
oicecutare, .6 hiciere executar 6rflepes, y actos arbit- 
if^xio^^ ^i^bera sef* c^tigado,^ pero todo Ciuda^^^ 
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ijis enjoy inenls^ and obtaining' Ibir hinij ihk most jiis^ 
an4hbnest exercise of bis rights^ <? 

153. These rights are/ liberty, eqiiality, right oS§ 
property and security. ♦ 

153. Liberty, is the faculty of doing every thing 
that does not injure th6 rights of other indiyidualsi' 
or the body of society, whose limits dai)i only be A^j^ 
termined by latv, for otherwise they wduld becdmef 
arbitrary, And ruinoiis to liberty itself. - 

154. Equality, consists, in that the law is thi 
came for all citizens ; it is what punishes and what 
protects; it neither knows the distinction of feirth^ 
nor the inheritance of power. 

155. Property, is the right which each enjoys o^ 
disposing of the goods, which he may have obtained 
by his labour and industry* ( 

156. Security; exists in the guarantee and pro-' 
tectron which society gives to each of its members, 
with regard to the preservation of their persons,^ 
rights, and properties. 

157. It shall not be lawful to hinder any thing not 
prohibited by law, and no one shall be obliged to do 
anything, that is not thereby prescribed. 

158. Neither can the citizens be recriminated,^ 
accused, held in custody^ nor detained, excepting id 
the cases and manUier determined by law ; and he who 
may incite^ solicit, issue, subscribe, execute, or 
eause to be executed, arbitrary orders or acts, shall 
bepiihished ; btit every citizen who may be called upon^ 
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ffeie fmBte Hamado^ > tpreheadido en Tirtod de lalej, 
debe obedecer al^ iostante^ poes ae faace ciiljiable por 
la restsiencia^ 

159. Todo hembce ddie presumime iwceaaie hasta 
que BO hajasido declarado (Sulpable con arreglo & 
las leyes ; j si entretaotp se juzga iiidispeiisable ase- 
gurar su persona t qualqiiier rigor que no sea para 
esto sum^mente B^cesario^ debe ser reprimtdo. 

160 Nioguno podra ser juzgado^ ni condenado al 
sufrimiento de alguna pena en materias crimioales, 
sino despues que haja sido oido legal mente. Toda 
persona en semejantes'casos iendra derecho para pedir 
el motiyo de la acusacion intentada it^ontra ella^ y co- 
I nocer de su naturaleza pkra ter confVontada con sus 
acusadores^ y testigos contraries^ para prodiicir otros 
en su favor^ y quantas pruebas puedah serle favorables 
dentro de terminos regulares, por si^ por su poder, 
h por defensor de su eleccion i y ningiina sera com' 
pelida, ni forzada en ninguna causa a dar testimonio 
contra si misma^ como tampoco los acendientes^ y de- 
cendientes^ ni los colaterales^ hasta el quarto grado 
Qiyil de consan^uinidad^ y segunda de afinidad* 

161. £lt!ongreso, con la brevedad posible^ estaUt « 
cera por utta ley detalladamente el juioio por jorados 
para los cases criminales y civiles, a ^ife coownmraie 
se aplica en otras naciones^ con todas las fopmas 4[Mro^ 
(>ias de este procedimiento, y hara entoncies las 'dechi* 
racioaes que aqui correspondan en favor de la lib^rtod 
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or a|)prc]ieild^d by virtue of the law, ought iastanlljr 
to obey, for he becomes culpable by resistance. 

159. Every persoa shall be presumed innoceiltj, 
till he has been declared guilty in conformity to th0 
laws ; and if in the mean time it ihould be though,t 
necessary to secure him personally, all severity that 
^aiay not be essentially necessary to this ^ad, is to bro 
•suppressed. 

- 160. No jierson shall be judged, or condemned^ 
4;o the sufferance of any punishment in criminal mat* 
4ws, till after he has been legally heard. Every oxie 
in similar cases, shall have the ri^ht of demanding tlie 
motive of the accusq^tidn attempted against him, and 
to have iinowledge of its nature ; to be confronted 
against his accusers aqd opponent witnesses ; to prp* 
duce' others in his favour, as well as every otiber proof 
^hatpiay be favourable to his cause, within pro|>er 
f^riods, eiiheir by means of himself, by powers, or 
by an attorney pf his own choice ; biit no person sbaU 
jbe compelled or fwrced in any cause, to give teitti- 
•moay against himself, nor against direct or collatej^al 
i^elations to the fourth civil grade of consanguinity, 
and the i^cond of affinity. 

161. Congress shall, witli. all possible brevity^\ 
^e^bliidi by law and at £uU length, the triad % ju« 
ries, <^for criminal and civil xa^ to which the £iame 
it eflttnmonly applied Ify other xsatUm^; together w'ith 
til the forms of proceeding ther^ ; and it iibaU, i^ 
the same time, make the declarations beloji^ng tP 
l&if fdace^ ia favour of liberty aodp^r^KHial security* 
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y se^ridad ji^rsbnal, para qiie seari parte de csta; f 
se obs^rtea en todo el Estado: 

162. ^oda |)ersotia iiehe derecho 4 edtar Segura de 
(que no sufrir^ peRqiliza algtuia^ registrb^ averigua* 
eioli^ capturad, d embargos irregblares, e indebidog 
de 8U persona] sU ca^a, v sus bienes; y qiialquiera 
6rden de Ids Ma^istradod para regpistrar lugares sos- 
pf chosos sin probabilidad d!e algUn hechd grate que 
lo exija, ni expres ade^igtiacioti de los referidbs lu- 
gares, 6 para apoderarse de algiina^ 6 algunas per- 
sonas; y de sus propriedades^ kin ndnibrarlas^ ni in- 
dicar.los motives del pi'^cediinieiitd, ni quehayapre- 
cedido testimonio^ & deposicion jurada de p^rsonad 
creibles, sera contraria ^ aquel detecho, peligroka & 
la liberfad^ y no debera expedirse. 

163 La casa de todo Ciud^dano ^s tin dsilo itivio'* 
lable. Ninguno tiene derecho de entrar en ella; sinii 
teb los casos de incendio^ iiiundacion 6 re^latbacioii 
que prdvenga del interior de lamismacaftaj d quandGf 
lo exija algun proeedimiento criminal conforme k \ai 
leyes^ baxo la fesponsabilidad de las aiitoridades con^ 
stituidas que expidi^ren los dccretos : lar'risitas db^ 
iniciliarias^ y execuciones civiles solo podr4n hace^ 
^e dia, ei\ virtud de la ley^ y con respecto i U fer- 
sobd. y objetds^ expresamente indicados en lit ttctiC qii^ 
orden&re la visita/ 6 la execucioa/ 

164. Quahdo se acordaren por la publica a«i^ 
Hdad 8emejant^.s actos^ se limitaran' estos & lapti*^ 
sbna, y bbjetoS expresamente indibados en el decretl^ 
•en qtie se ordeHa la visita y execucion> el qual no pd^ 
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tliat thej may fbrm part of this Constitution^ and be 
olisetved throughout the whale State. 

162. Every person has the right of being secure of 
not suffering any search^ inquest^, examination^ or 
irreguTai^ and unlawful seizure of his person^ house,' 
or property ; and any oi^der of a magistrate to ema,- 
inine suspicious places^ (without the probability of 
some gricTOus act requiring the same) and not ex- 
pressly designating the said places ; or for the seizure 
of* one or more persons, or their property, without 
naming the sanie^ and indicating the motives of such 
procedure, together w^ith the ^ previous testimony » 
aind sworn deposition of creditable' persons, shall be 
held as contrary fo the above right, dangerous to 
liberty, and unlawful to issue. 

163. The bouse of every citizen i0 an iaviolabld 
sanctuary. No one has any fight to dater therera^ 
excepting in cases of fire, inundation, or oii aid 
being demanded therefrom; or when any criminal 
proceedings take place in conformity to the laws, and 
iknder the responsibility of the Constitutional autiio<« 
Hties which may have issued the decrees. Doffnicili$rjf 
searches and civil executions cap only take plac< 
during day, by virtue of the law, and with respect 
to the person and objects expressly named in (hf a€t> 
ordaining auch search or execution. 

' 164 When, by public authority, siipilaf acta am 
jp'anted, the siemie shall be limited to the persofi aiid 
objects, expressly pointed out ih the d^ree, ordaining 
fhesaid search and execution; which slyiUBoih^* 
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dra; extendecse al registro^ y examen de los papeles 
particulares, pues estos^deben mirafse como in^iola- 
bles ; {gualmetite que las correspondencias epistolares 
d^ todos los Ciudadanos que no podran ser kitercep; 
tadas por nioguna autoridad^ ni tales documentos 
probaran nada eu juicioj sino es que se exhiban por 
la misina persona k qnien se faubiesen dirigido per su 
autof ^ J nuQca por otra tercera, ni por el reprabado 
inedio de la in^erceptaeion. Se exceptiian los delitqs 
de alia traicion contra, el Estado^ el de falsedad j 
demas que se cometcn^r v executan precisamente por 
la qscrkura, en^^ cqyos casos se proceder^ al registro, 
ef amen y apreh^^nsioa d£ talop docun^entos con apre- 
glo, a lo di^iuesto por las leyes-^ 

]65r. Todo indiTiduo de la sociedad teniendo dere- 
e|io & serprotegido por dla en el goce de su Tida^ de 
ftu libertad, y de sus propiedades eon arreg^o a lay 
lejes^ esta. obligado de consiguiente a eontribuir pen; 
su parte para las expensas do esta proteccjonj j^a 
prestar sus 8er,vicios personales^ 6 un equiyaleiil^ de 
ellos quandp sea. necesario ; pero ninguno podra^ 
pitivado de ta menor percion de su propiedad^ ni «j9ta 
. podra .i^plicarse a « usos publicos^ »n , su^ ^ropip cout 
•ontimientc^i ^ el de los Coerpos Le^f^aiives repre* 
$efitaiites;del Pw^b}<3(; y qu^tnda^^una publica nece^ 
sidad legalmente (^otDprobada extgiere que la jnr(>r 
piedfld de.j^lgun Ciadada^o'seaplique a usos seoie- 
jaqte^j debera- recibir por ella una justa indenuuv 
zaciea*: »-.■..• * : . ; •;' ^ • \, ■ 

. iff/S^, i^iiiitguil sttl^idio^ carga^ impuesto^ tasa 6.cof]^ 
tribu^ion podra estable<;erse^ xxi cobr&rse^ baxo qual«- 
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€Ver> be extended to the inquest and examination of ' 
individual papers ; these shall be held inviolable, in ^ 
like manner as the epistolary correspondences af all 
eiti^iens/ which it shall not be lawful for any autho- 
rity to intercept, nor shall ^die same Imj valid in a 
court of justice, unless produced by the person to' 
- tvhom' they have been forwarded hy their author^ 
but never by a third -person^ or when obtained by the' 
reprobated means of interception. Crimes of high^ 
treasdn against the State^ are however, excepted ; as 
well as fdrgery and others, which may be commit* 
ted by writing; in which cases, the search, exa- 
minatioti, -and seizure lof any such documents, shall 
take place according to the dispositions of the law. 

165. Every individual of society holding the right 
tahe protected by the sairte in the enjoyment of^hb 
life, liberty, and property, according to the laws; 
is of consequence bound to contribute on his part to 
the expences of this protection, and to lend his per* 
sonal services, or an equivalent for the samci when-' 
ever it may be necessary ; but no person shall ^>e de- 
prived of the smallest portion of bis property, nor 
can the Bamel)e applied to public uses without* his 
own consent, or that of the Legislative bo^es re« 
presenting the people, and when any public necesidty 
legally proved, should require that the property of 
any citizen be applied to similar uses, he in^ to reedvt 
therefore a just indemnity. 

^ 166. No subsidy, charge, * impost, tax of.. con- 
tribution/ can be establisl^ or levied^ imdar any* 
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^uierapretexto qaeseaj sin el consentimiento del Pue- 
b|o expresadd ^or el organo de sus Representantes^ 
Todas las contril7ucioD£& tienen por objeto lau^ilidad 
general^ j los Ciudadanos el derecho de yigilar sobre 
811 inversion^ y de hacerse dar cuenta de ellas por el 
rjeferido conducto* 

167., Ningun genero de trabajo> de cultura^ de inn 
dustria^ 6 de comcrcio ser^n prohibidos' a los ciuda^ 
4anos^ excepto aquellos que abora forman la subsis- 
t^ncia del Estado^ que despu^oportunamente se li- 
bertaran quando el Congreso lo juzgue dtil^ J^^^^' 
veniente a la causa j>ublica. 

T 168. 'La libertadde* recUmar cada ciudadano sus 
derechos ante los depositarios de la autoridad pub- 
lica^ con la moderacion, y respeto^ debidos^ en niogUn 
^aao podra impedirse^ nilimitarse. ^Todos, por el conn 
tcario^ deberaa hallar lUi remedio pronto^ yseguro^ 
(onarpeglo a las leyes, 4e ^as injurias^ y danos qua 
aufrieren en ^us perspnas^ ea.sus propiedades^ en su 
honot:, y estimacion. ; 

169. Todos los extrangeros^ de qualquiera na-. 
eiop que sean^ se rec^biran en el Estadc(. Si^s {lersonas^ 
J propiedadea gozat&n de la misma seguiidad qu^ 
b# de log demas eiu4adanos^ siempre que respeten la. 
Reli^aiiCat61ica^ unica del Pais^ y qu^ reconozcaa 
laindep^idenoia de estos pueblos^ su iioberania^ y las 
mitodf^es cQiistituidas por la Toluutad general da 
4us habitahtes. 

11!0. Ninguna ley. criminal^ ni civil podra tener 
^ectoi tetBOactiTpa y qualquiera que se haga par^ 
juzgar^ 6 cttstigar acciou^ eometidas aates que ella 
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pretext whatever, without the 'consent of tfie peopU 
expressed throngh the organ of their Representatives. 
All coWibutions have for objuct the general utility, 
and the citizens have the right of watching over 
their expenditure, and tp cause account thereof to be 
luid before them/ through the same cliaiinel.. 

167. No > kind of labour, culture, industry, 6r 
trade^ sh^l be prohibited to the citizens, excepting 
those whiih at present form the subsistence of the 
State, but \w^hich slflll hereafter be opened when 
Congrisss may judge it useful and conducive to the 
public cause. . *^ 

168. The liberty of each citizen claiming his 
rights before the depositaries of the public aiithdrity^ 
with due modera^oh and respect, ; can in no case be 
hindered or withheld. All, on the contrary, ought 
to find a ready and sure remedy, in cdkiformity to the 
laws, for the injuries and damages they may sustain lit 
their persons, properties, honour, and good opinioh. 

169. All foreigners, of whatever nation they rhay 
be of, shall be received into the State.' Their per- 
sons and properties shall enjoy the same security as 
those of the other citizens, provided they respect the 
Catholic religion, the only one tolerated ; that they 
acknowledge the independence of this country, its 
soverjeignty, and the authorities constituted by the 
general will of the inhabitants. *^ 

170. No law, criminal or civil, shall have a re- 

^troactive effect, and any that may be enact^^ in order 

to judge and punish acts committed before the^- 
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^exi&tasera tenidapor jtijusta. opresiva/ € iQcoaforme 

COQ los principios fundamentales de un, Gobierao 
Jibre. ^ * 

171. Nunca seexigiran cauciones exccsivas^ ni se 
, impondran penas pecuniarias desproporcionadas coo 
[ los delitps^ ni se condenaran los |iombres ^ xastigos 

crneles, ridiculos^ y desusados. L^s leyes sanguina< 
. rias deben dismmuirse^ cotno que su fjfeq^ente apU- 
, cacion es 'inconducente | la sa|ud del ]^stado> y no 
, ihenos injusta que impolitica^ siendo el verdadero de- 

signio de los castigos^ corregir^ y no^ exterminar el 

genero humano. - 
, * 172. Todo tratapiiiento que a^iaVe /la pena deter- 

minada por la ley, es un delito. v- ^ 

173. W usq de la tortura^ quedd^ abotido perp^tua- 
mente. 

174. Toda persona que fuere legalmente det^^^ 
6 presa, debera ponerse en libertad liiego quede cau- 
xion, d fianza suficiente> except^ en los casos en que 
bayapruebas evidentes, 6 grande presuncion die de- 

. }itos capitales. ^i la prision pr oviene de deudas, y 

^ no hubiere ev^dencia^ 6 vehemeiite presuhcion de 

, fraude, tampoqo debera pernaanecer en ella^ luego 

que sus bieues se bayan pUesto a la disposicion de sus 

respeqtivo^ acreedorcs^ cohforrae a las leyes. 

175. Ninguna seiitencia.proDonciada por traieion 
contra el Estado^ 6 quklquiera otro delifoarrastrara 
infamia a los liijos, y desc^ndieiites del reo, 

. 176. Ningun ciudadano de las Provincias del Es- 
. tadoj e^cepto Jos que e^tvuierep eropleados en el e%- 
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i§tence of tlie same, shall be held as unjust, oppres- 
sive, and incompatible with the fundamental principles 
of a free government # 

it J. ' It ^hall never be lawful to demdnd excesssrve 
securities, nor shall pecuniary fines be exacted, dis- 
proportioned to the crimes, or persods be condemned 
<6 cruel, ridiculous, or unusual punishments. San- 
guinary liiws ought to be diminished, as their frequent 
application is injurious to the State, and not less un- 
just than infpolitic; for the tft^e object of punishments, 
is to correct, rather than destroy the human race. 
* M73. Air treatment that may render more grievous 
^He^punishment deterimned by htw, shall be held, as a 
ji^rime. 

17^. The use fef tlie torture, is for ever abolished, 
llli. Every person who may be legally detained 
lot held in custody, ^hall be set free^ as soon a$ he has 
^iven .sufficient security; excepting k^ the eases in 
which therjB are evident proofs^ or gr^at presumption 
of capital crimes. If the arrest arises frona debt, and 
. there is no evident proof, or great presumption of 
'fraud, the prisoner shall not be detained as s6on as his 
'property has been delivered up to his creditors, in co^^' 
Tormity to the laws. 

175. No sentence pronounced for treason against 
the State, or for my. other erirae, shall entail infamy 
'on the children or desendants of ihe criminal. 

176. No citizen of the provinces of the State, ex- 
cepting those employed in the army, navy, or militin^ ! 
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ereito^ en la marina, 6 en las i^iUcias, qi|e ^ |ia W^tf^: 
en actual ferTicio;, debera sugetarse i la^ 1^7^ T^^^h 
taresy ni sufrir castigos provenidos deciles. 

J77. lios militares^ en ticmpo de paz, no^pcM^n 
afinartelarse^ nitomar alqjamiento ep las casa» d^ l(^ 
demas ciudadanos particulares sin el cousentimieQtC^ 
de sus duenos^ ni ^n (iempo de guerr^^ sino pot oridbc^ 
de los Magistrados civiles^ confQra|e a las lejes. 
. 178. Una milicia bien r^lada, e in^tri^ida^ G(^r 
puesta de los ciudadanos^ es la defensa natural mas 
convleniente, y mas seguraatin Estado libre, Nc( 
debera haber por tanto tropas vetei^as ^p, ti^pci 
de paz^ sino las rigprosamente precisas para la segii?* 
ridad del pais^ con el conscntimiento del Congreaa. 

179. Tampoco se inipedir& alos ciudadanos el d^recbo 
de tener^ y llevar armas licitas^ j perinitidap p»rf su 
defensa ; j el Poder Militar ep to^os casos se cour^ 
seryara en una e^ficta spboi^nacion a la autorida4 
civilj y sera dirigido p<<r ejla^. 

, 180. No babra fuero elguno personal : solo la na- 
turaleza de las materias determinara los Magistrados 
?. que pertenezc* su conpcimiefito ; ;y los empli^dm 
^e.qualquier ramo^ en los casf^ que ocurran sobr^; 
asuntos que no fueren propios de su prc^esiou, y eaii'> 
reya, se sujetaran al juicio de los Maglstra4o9^ y 
Tribunales ordinaries^ como los demas citidadanps/ 

181. Seralibre el derecho de m^nifestar los pen- 
samientos por medio de la imprepta ; pero qiialquiera 
que lo exerza se hara re3ponsable Ji las leyes> si 
ataca^ y perturba con sus opiniones la tranquiUdad 
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it^en in ft<rtoal setTice^ dial! be subjected io miliary 
law^ nor suffer punishments inflicted by tbe.same. 

177. Soldiers in time of peace^ shall not be allowed 
to quarter tiiemselves, nov take up lodgings^ in the 
lious^ of pritate^ citizens^ without the eonseui of tibd 
awnws ; nor in time of wiir^ but by order of thd 
jKivil magistrates, conformably to the laws, 
r 176!. A well regulated atid tyaiped militia^, com-?- 
posed of the citizens^ is the most proper aiyd natural 
defence^ as well as the most secure, to a free State. 
For this reason, it shall not be lawful in time idf 
peaee, to k^ep: up aq establishment of regulars, 
grester than is absolutely necessary for the security 
of the Country, by the consent of Congress. 

' 179^ Neitibfer Sfhall it be unlawful, for the citizeni 
f/O hite and carry tegal arms, such as are permitted 
f&t their own defence ; and the military power shall. 
In bll cases, mantain a strict subordination to the civil 
»u&oriiy, and be directed by the same. 

1^» No personal privileges or immunities shall 
he liUdwed, the nature of the matter, shall alone 
determine the magistrates who tak^ cognizance 
thereof: and the fiiiictionaries of every class, in the 
cases which cto not touch their profession and em* 
ploytnent, shall be subject to the ordinary magistrates 
and tribunals, the same as the other citizens. - > • 

181* The right of manifesting all ideas by means 
<»f the press^ shall be free; but any person v^ho may 
exercise the same, shall be answerable to the laws, if 
fa^ attacks aiid disturbs {ry his.opinionS) the public 
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^oblica; el dogma^ laroofal cristiana^ la^ropdedac^ 
bonor, y eetimaicion de algan ciudsdana, , ^ ^ 

183. Las Legislaturas provjnciale§ teiwfran .d de- 
fech^ de peticion al Congres^^ y ab se iiirpedira a los 
i«abitantes el dereunirseprdenaday pactfican^ete em 
^us re^p^tivas Parroqmas para cqi^ultarse^ yiniB^ 
sobre sus intereses?,' dar in$trucci<)nes a su« 'Repw-^ 
5eptantes en el Congreso, 6 en la Proviteia, 6 jdif igir 
peticiones al.uno 6 al otro Cuerpo legislative,, sobve 
rapafac|on de agravfosiy 6 males que sufran en suf 

J^. para todos; estcis casos deb^a preceder jiecest 
^ifLj^e^t^ soliciti^ expref^a por escritQ de los padilei 
de familia^ y hombres bue^aps de la Pari:o(iuiaj quaoda 
.^enpf ep n^roero de seiiS^ pidi^ndo la reunion 4 la 
ifespectiva Municipalidad^ y esta determinara el diai^ 
y comiB^onara algnn M agi^trado> b perswra r^^r 
f^able del partido pafaque presida la Junta, y desr 
pues de concluida^ y extctodida la aetk^ la reniita a la 
;MuDicipaUdad que. le dara la direccion ccmtem^ite. 

184: A esias Juntas salo podran c^icui*iBirlos Ciur 
dadanos sufragantes, o Electores^ y las Le^itlatilnis 
no est^n abjso'Iutamente obligadas.a eonc^er laa petv- 
xiones^ sine a tomarlas en consideracion pitra pro* 
^eder en sus funcionef d^ljpfiodq^ que par^ciexQ ms^s 
conforine alTbien general. 

; 18 . ?) poder de suspender las leyes^ d de cbtener 
ftu execucipn^ ^iiunca debera exerdtarse;, sine por las 
Legislaturas respectiyas, 6. por autoridad dimanada 
4e e^I^ parq ^qlo $iqqel}os^asQs pariieular.es que bu- 
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jtranquHity^ the belief Christian morality^ of Hm 
property^ hpnour and good opinion of any citizai. 

.18^. The provincial ]L§gi$lature.s, shall have the 
yigjhit of peti:^io|iing CQDgress, and it ^h^lji not be 
unlawful for the iohabitanfi to as^emble^ orderly aftd 
quietly, in their respective parishes^ in order to con- 
sult and treat respecting their own concerns, to give 

'instructions to their Representatives in Congress Qr 

' in the province, or to direct jjetitions to one or other 
of the Legislative bodies, respecting the reform of 
grievances or ills, they may suffer in their affairs. 

183 *, For cases of this nature, a previous petition 
ought necessarily to be made out, signed by the heads 
of families, and other respectable persons of the parish, 
to at least the number of six, praying the respective 

. municipality, that the meeting may take place, tod 
the latter shall determine the day, ajid commission a 

, magistrate or some other respectable person of thc^ 
parish, |o preside in the meeting, which being closed! 
and the act drawn up, he shal^ remit the same to the 
miipicipality, in order to forward it to its desti- 
nation. 

184. Voting citizens or elector? /are uldne allowed 
to concur in these meetings, and the legislatures are 
not absolutely obliged to accede to these petitions^ 
but to take them into consideration, in order to pro* 
cecd in their fimctions, in the manner which may ap- 
« pear most conformable to the general good. 

' * 185. The power of suspending tlie laws, or of 
stopping their execution, shall at no time be exercised. 
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bSferen expresamente proristo fuera de los que ex- 
presa la: Constitucion ; y toda su^ension^ a deteucicm 
que se haga en virtud de qualquiera autoridad sin el 
consentimiento de los Representantes del Pueblo^ se 
reehazara como un ateiitado k sus derechos. ' 



186. El Poder Legislative suplira provisional- 
menfe a todos los casos en que la Oonstitucion re* 
spectiva estuviere muda^ y provecra con oportuuidad 
arreglftndose a la misma Constifucion la adiccion 6 

^^ reforma que pareciere necesariahacer en ella. 

187. El derechodel Pueblo para participar en la 
. Legislatura es la mejor seguridad, y el mas firme 

jTimdanK^nto de un gobierno libre: por tanto es pre- 
ciso que las eleccioncs sean libres y freqiientcs, y que 
los Ciudadanos en quienea concurren las calificaciones 
4^ mpderadas propiedades, y demas que procuran un 
mayor interes a la comunidad^ tengan derecho pata 
, sufragar, y elegir los miembros de la Legislatura a 
epocas senaladas y poco distaijtes^ como jireviene la 
Constitucion. 



18§. Una dilatada continuacion en los priticipales 

funcionarios dfel Poder Executivo^ c^ peligrosa a U 

libertad;- y esta circunstancia reclama poderosamente 

^ una rotacion periodica entre los miembros del ^refetido 

Departamento para aseguraria. 
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excepting by the respective Legislatures, or by sbme 
authority emanating from them for thqse particular 
cases only^ which they may have expressly foreseeOj^ 
to be exceptions to what Is enacted by the Constitu- 
tioli ; and all suspensions and obstruction to the execu^ 
tion thereof, which may take place without the consent 
of the Representatives of the people^ shall be repelled 
as ai^ infringement on their rights. 

186. The Legislative Power shall ia the mesai 
time^ act in all cases respecting which the CTonstitu- . 
tion may have been silent^ and opportunely provide 
for the saipe ; incorporating therein the additions or 
re^orms^ which it may have thought necessary to make 
in tjte Constitution. 

187. The right of the people to participate iii the^ 
liegislature/ is the best security and the firmfest foun- 
dation of a free goVernmierit r in consequence whereof, 
it is necessary for the elections to be free lihd frequent^ 
and that the citizens who may possesil the' qiialifica-' 
tions of a moderate property^ and who are b^sider 
desirous to promote the good of the community, 
tfaouid have the right of voting and electing the meni-^ 
bers of the legislature^ at fixed periiodV, and notiefd 
long, as is enacted by the constitution. 

188. A too long continuation in office 0A the part 
of the principal functionaries of the/Eleeutive 
Power, is dangerous to liberty ; and thil circumstaaci^ 
powerfully calls for a periodical rotation^ betweai tbc^ 
Hieiiibers of the, said department^ in order tottcuro 
the same. 
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189, Los ires departameutos eseodal^s del Go-' 
pierno^ a saber : el Legislatitoy el Executivoj^ y el 
Judicial^ es preciso que se conserven tan separados;. 
e indepeiidientes el nno del otro, quanto lo exija la na- 
iuraleza de ua Gobierno libre^ 6 quaato es tonreni- 
ente cop> la cadena de cdnexion que liga toda U fa« 
brica de la Coastitueion en Un modo indisoliible de. 
amiStad^ y iinioQ. 

, 1^, La emigracion de anas Pr OTinciais a otra3i sera 
cnteramente libre. 

191. Los Gobiernos ^e bail con^iittiido para la. 
lelieidsid cbmuil^ para la proteccion y seguridad de 
lo8 P.iifiblos que los tQmponen, y no park el beneficit^r 
honor^ 6 p^vado interes de alguii hombre; de aK 
guna familia> 6 de alguna clase de bomb res en pat- 
tieulari que fiold son una parte de la copiunidad. - £1 
fi^for die todoa IpS; Gobie^mos serd el que fu^re mas 
proj^p pfura producir la mayor suom de bien^ y de 
fioHeidi^ y e^in^ere mas a cubierto del peligro de 
UQE .mala administracioi|t ; y quantas.Teces se reco-. 
nociere que un Gdbierno es incapaz de Uenar e^os^ 
obioios, 6 que fuere eontrario a ellos la mayoriad^ 
la nacion^ tiene indubitablemente el dereclio ina- 
genable^ e imprescriptible de abolirlo^ cambiarlo^ &i 
reformarjo^ del modo que jiizgue mas propiopara pi*6- 
ispirar ej Wen publico. Parajobtener^ta indispen- 
fa^e majoria^ sin daSo de la. justicia ni 4e la libejh 
4ad general^ la Constitucion, presenta y ordasaJcK 
medios.mas ra^onables^ justos^ y regulares ea ^; 
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189*. The. three eBfeeBtial depMlrtments of gtoV6m-*i 
jRientst viz. the legislatijire,, ex^ciiiiYe and judicial^ 
must necessarily be kept as distinct aod iodqiendent 
of each other^ as the nature of a free government re* 
quires^ and ^^ much as is consi^t^t with the great 
chaia of connexion, which binds together the* vi^hol« 
fabric of the coiislitution> l>y an indissoluble tie ef 
friendship and union. 

- 190. The emigration hoia one province to another^ 
shall be perfectly free^ , > 

191, Governmaitshave been iuBtittrted for thccoriiM 

mon felicity^ for the protection and security of the pwy 

pie forming the sairie^ and not for the benefit/ hj^ndur^ 

dr private interest of anyone.person, family /or of any 

one particular class of men^ who only constitute part 

wof the community: The best of all. governmaits if 

that which is the most proper to produce the gfeateat 

proportion of good^ and of happinessy and is less e^ 

posed to the danger of bad administi^ation ; therefore 

ai^ many times as a government may be found incapEj^ 

l>le of answering these endsi or that the majority of the 

Batlim is opposed to the sarne^ it has undoubtedly .9Ml 

unalienable and inpreseriptibk right of abolishing^ 

changing^ or reforming it in the manner which may be 

conteived most conducive to the public good. In or^ 

to olrtain this indjspensible majority without any in^ 

^ry to jastice^ and to general libi^ty^ the constituiiaH 

presents^ and ordains the most reasonable^ just/and V*" 

Ifular means in the chapter of the revisal Ibereof, mii4 
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eflpitulo At la revision^ y lad Protin^ias adc^tarin 
•iros semejantes^ 6 equHalentes en sus respectivat 
Constituciones; 

8ECCI0N TERCERA. 

Deberei del hombre en la sqciedad. 

r 192. La declaracion de los derechos coQti<tee las 
obligaciones de los Legisladores ; pero la conseira* 
cioa de la gociedad pide que los que la component 
conozcan, y llenen igualmente las suyas. 

193. Los derechos de los otros sob el Kmite moral 
de los iiuestros^ y el priucipio de nuestros deberes 
relativamente a los deoias individuos del €uei|fo 
•ocial. Ellos reposan sobre dos prmcipios que la 
naturaleza ha gravado en todos los corazones ; a 
•aber : Haz stempre a los otros todo el hien que quisi"- 
eras recibir de ellos. No hagas d otro, lo que no quisi* 
eras que sd te hiciese. 

194. Son deberes de cada ^idiyiduo pa^a con It 
tociedad^ vivir sometido a las^ lejes^ obedecer> y , 
respetar-alos Magistradosy autpridad^ coiistiiuidaii& 
qiie son sus'organos^ mantener la libertad^ y U 
igualdad de derechos; contrtblitr a los gaistoh pub^ 
licos^ y seryirala Patria quaitdo ella 16 exiijaj ha^ 
ciendole el sacrificio de sun bienes^ y de su Tida^ afj 
tsnecesafio. 

195. Ningunb es hombre de bien^ tii buen cidda- 
danoj si no observa las leyes fiel y religiosamentej si 
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ithe provinces .will adopt otl^er similar oc eq^val^t 
ones^ intheir respective Constitutions. 

SECTION tit. 

l)ttt{€s of man in society. 

1 92 . . The declaration of rights^ contains iht 
obligations of the Legislators^ but the presertation 
of society demands^ tba:t those vrho constitute the 
samej equally know and fulfil theirs. 

JOS'* The rights, of others^ become the moral limitii 
€>t ours^ and the ground vrork of our duties rela-^ 
tively to the rest of the individuals forming the social 
fcody. They ire founded on two principles^ which 
nature has imprinted On the bcart0 o^ all^ viz. Ist^ ' 
J)o thou to others at all times ^ ail the good thou 
ivouidest toish to receive from them* 2dly, Do not 
thou to another^ what thou wouldestnot wish done to 
thee. 

194. It is the duty of every inditidilkl in society, 
t9 live in obedience to the laws, to obey attd respisct 
^e magistrates and constituted atithorites^ who are 
his own organs; to maintain the liboirty and the 
equality of rights ; to contribute to the public ex- 
pences^ and, to serve his country w^en requi^tc^^ 
making for the same the Sacrifice; of his property^ 
and of his life, should it be necessary.. 

195. No one is a good man or a good citi^eiij 
who do€;s not fai^fuUy and religiously observe th« 

t 



Digitized 



by Google 



274 

ito eft Imjeo Mjfi, btKAi betmano^ buen m.migo, huea 
taposo, y buea ^ad]rell& fkmilta. 

196. Qnalquiera que traspasa las lejes abierta- 
mente^ 6 que sin Yiolarlas a las claras^ las elude con 
astucia^ 6 con rodeos artificiosps f culpables^ es 
enemigo 4e la sociedad^ ofende los intereses de todos^ 
y le Jiace uidi^o d^ H beaevoleiicia y :&8ibfimtion 
f ublicaa* 

' ' S«ec'ioiT ^tJ AR t A. 

Debcre^ cUl Cuerp» ^ocinh 

\ 197. La ISociedad afianza a los individuos que la 
ti^on^otfeh el gdce de su vida^ de sti libertad/ de sus 
^rOfiiedades, y denias derechos naturales ; en esto 
tonsi^e la gara&tia soeiat que resulta de la accion re- 
Uttida de \p% mietnbfotf did Cuerpo^ y depositada en 
la Sdbferafek nadonal. 

198. Siendo instituidos los Gobiernos para el bien^, 
y felictdad comun^e los hpnibr^Sj ;la Sociedad debe 
propordonar au^ilios i los indigentes, y d^sgraeiados^ 
y la instrucoion a todos lot Ciudadanos« 

X^Pim tk hs ailas 

fOdeif^esqu^ l»oa Mn tidb t^ ^ObirMi^: -^ 

cance del JPader general ^rdfum^M GMtrno, y ^ . 
cmenitnSi^^ apoff(i^sc^m>b9iel^ tf^sMruf^ms!^ y 
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laws; and if Be is liof also a gddd son, a^ood |iro* 
ther^ a good friend^ a good hudbiand^ and a gopd 
father of bis fkmilj; 

196 Anj person who openly breaks through the 
iaws^ ot who without jQ^euly yioll^^> eludes them 
by cunning and artful and culpable subterfuges^ is 
an enemy to soci^e^y^ tr^nigr^^fE^ fig^i^t the interests 
of all^ aiid renders himself unworthy of the public 
benevolence and ^est^eq^, 

SECTlOir It. 

puUes of ib^e sgcial Bi^* 

197. Society secures to the individuals composing 
the samcj the ei\joyment of their lives^ liberties^ and 
properties^ as well as all other natural rights; and 
in this consists the social guarantee resulting from 
the united concurrence of ^he members oY" the body^ 
deposited in the national soverei^ty. 

1^. Ooyermnents being instituted for <lie good^ 
and coitfmpn felicity of all persons, society is boiind 
to give aid to ^e indigent and unfortunate^ as -weli 
as instruction to all qeedful citizens. 

199, In order to gmrdagfiinst every trgrngftsa*^ 
thai may arise from t^e high powers comfi^d to us^ 
Tie declarfj that eofih (in4 tvery one of the things con* 
siiiuhd in the above 4(plaratiQn of rights, are txempt 
arid beyond the reach of the general power ifvvetfted ^ft' 
government, ofid being Qontained 1^ andf(^ndedon 
the indisiructible and sacred primifle$ ofndtim, every 
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d ettas qut se exjptda por la LegtilMurafed&ali S par 
las Pravincias, ierd atsolutamente huta y de hingm 



■;iri'.iNU 



' ■■ '! »' ■> » ^i: 



CAPITULO NON0. 

l>isposicionef generaksi. 



200« Como la parte de ciudadanos que hasfa h&j 
86 ha, denomiiiado IndioSj no ha conseguido el friita 
apreciable de algunas lejes que la monarquia Espa- 
ftoia dict6 a tu faTOfj, porque los eucargados del go- 
bi^CJaioen estes paises itenian olndada s)i exiicucion; 
y como las basas del sistema de gpbierno que en esta 
CoDBtitueien ba ^^<fpt^.dq Ve^ezueUj no son otrat 
que lade la justicia y la igualdad^ encarga muj 
parUcHlaraiente a los Gobiernqs provinciales> que 
asi como ban de aplicar sub fatigas y cuidados para 
emq^guirla ilustracjon de todos los habitantes del 
Bstadd) proporeioQarles esciielas, academias, y cole« 
gioa (^ 4oiide aprendan todos los que quieraa Jos 
ineiiicipips de ite%i<yn^ de la saiia inoral^ de fa po^ 
Ifl^a^ de las ciepdi|i$i y aHes utiles y necesarias parfi 
el apste$aanettto y prospieriidad de los pueblos^ pro^ 
curei9i,.po^ to^os los laedips^pfosibks atraher a los r<q- 
feridps ciudadanos nituraks a es(^ catsas de ilustriaci^ 
jr ens6|t«u;a> liae^rleti^pinptebender la intima union 
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taw contrary to the aame which may he enacted by ^ 
Federal Zegislature, or by, the provinces^ shatt be ab^ 
§Qlutely nutlandofno^ect. 



CHAP. IX- 

Generai Dispositions. 



&0O. Ad thai class of citizeas^ hitherto denomliiated 
Indians, has not till now^ reaped the advantage of 

'certain laws which the Spanish Mo|iarchjr dictated 
in their favour^ in consequence of the fuhciipharies 

'pf the government having forgotten their exedutioii^ 
apd as the hasis of the system qf govermeht, which 
Veneziiela has adopted in this Constii^fiiion^ is no 
pther tj^aii that of justice and equi|.litj^ the provin« 
cial governments are hereby poiost particularly en? 
Joined^ that ip like ijaaip^er as they are to i^ply 
their cares i^id endeavour;^ in ctrder to ohtain the in- 
sitruction of all the inhabitants of the State^ toprovidp 
for them schools^ academ|es^ and colleges., ^ydte^eall 
may learn the principles, of religion^ of i^ound mo- 
rality, of polyjy, of science, md of tjie useful and 
necessary artfi, such ip are conducive %o the main- 
tainance and prosperity of the people ; that thi^ ii| 
like in{(nii[e^ endeavour by every possible iheajjs to 
4^aw to the same hQpsef of t^ition^ the ^aid ci^z^? 
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^ae tienen con todo9 1m demaft ciudadasps^ la« c^- 
sidefuciooes que como aquellos mereqsn del Cp- 
lnenio> J los d^rechoi de que gozan {M>r solo e||iecbo 
de ser bombres iguales a todos los de su especie^ 4 
fia de consc^^r por este medio sacarlos del abati* 
miento y rusttcidad en que los ha mantenido el an* 
iiguo estado de las cosas^ j que no permanexcaa pw 
mas fiempo aislados^ y aun teoierosos de tratar a lof 
demas bombres;; prohibiendo desde ahoira^ que pu^Un 
aplicarse involuntariainetite & presiar sus seryicios a 
los Teni^ites^ 6 Curas de sus puroquias^ ni a otra 
persona alguna^ y permitieudoles el reparto ep pro- 
piedad de las tierras que les est^ban cpncedidas y 4e 
que esiaii en posesiop, para que a proportion entre 
tos padres de lamilia de cada puebio^ las dividan j 
Gjapongaii de ellas como irerdaderos seIStores> s€gu^ 
|os ter minos y reglamentos que formen los (jroj^ieroof 
provinciales. 



^1. i!te i^vdcfth jloJf (16nsiguienie^ y quedan sin 
^bi ilgmd las leyes qiie ea el anterior gobierioo 
fcdnt^dil^rdd eiMbs tribunates^ profectores/y privi- 
I^gioif d6 ttiehbr ed$4 i dichos haiurales, las qiiiles 
^igieMd'se al parecer a protegerlos/les han p^rji^! 
dic^do sbBre manera/segun Ibia acreditado la ex- 
tJferieacii. ' 
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natiTeSj to cause i^m to cdns^reheod the intksAle 

umon hy^ ^hich thej are bound to the rest of t|^ > 

eSlizeu, to te9.cb tfaem that they me^it the same coni^ 

sidbratidi» from Gdverament^ to inculca»te to th^m 

ibe rights whkA ihey eiijoy^ hy the simple »^ of 

their henig nen eqiial to tdl others of the same Jiiiid ; 

to the esd^ that by tfaiifneau&> they may he raised 

firom ^e abject ami igporant sts^te in wfaith they' 

baye h^eior kept by the ancient order of tiiin^s^ m^ 

ikmt they may no longer remain isolated and feaffai 

0f dealing ^iib other men ; it beiiig lieirehy ]|^Qhi«- 

bitted for thebi' henceforward to be &aiiploy9^ agtin^ 

1|ieir own will^ in tiie service of the <;itrates of theit 

parishes^ or of any other person j they bein|^ also air 

jbowed todi¥lde^d)ay:oiit the grounds grai^t^d tp 

ibem, ABdflf W^vc% they hold posseissron; that ^ 

same may be„ proportiioiiably parcelled dlut letindSigil 

ibe fatfam; ^^ i^^ie^iiScm^ tpwsft, Jm fheix ^yn 

ibses m^pM^eB, finda^ cohfticmit^ to tihe /^Ilk% 

^Qi^ which jniiy be £0tablis2ied by the ]pr^9Ctii^ IBoff 

Tcriilnents* 1 : . 

SQl.p jOonseqatenily, hereby are reToke4,,)a|id^jsifen« 
4el^ «^il an0 ^d^ all the la^ws. which uiA^.thb 
fbriMr ^otefifsndnt^ graiited to the nn&vei^ certaia 
tribiliMji^ ^jh^Uiiam^^ ^nd l^epririkge ^ their al^ 
ways benlg pim^^eA as minors^ which prl^^^i^f^ 
though appareatly directed 4a protect^ hwe m^^^^ 
ifteless : h^k 0xtipiB!efy< i^ljurious to themb a^ e^qiie^ 
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903. El comercio iniquo de negrog prohibido por 
decreto de la tTunta Suprema de Caracas^ en 14 de 
Agosto de 1810^ queda solemne y constitucional- 
niente abolido en todo el territorio de la unioo^ sin 
que puedande moda alguno introducirse esclavos de 
ilinguna especie por via de especulacloQ mercantif. 
> SK)3. Del mismo modo qiiedan revocadas j anu- 
tadaiB en tbdas sus partes^ las leyes antiguas que im- 
ponian degradaeion civil k una parte' de la pobfacion 
libre de Venezuela^ conocida hasta afaora bftxo la^-*' 
nomiiiacibn de par^s ; estos quedan en posesion de 
8U estimacion natural y ciyilj y restituidos a 16s im- 
j^res^riptibles derechos que les correspohden cbmo a 
Ids deniaii ciudftdanos. 

SM*. Quedan extinguidos todos los titulos conce- 
didos por el anterior Gbbierno^ y ni el Congreso^, ni 
las Legislaiuras prorinciales podr^n conceder otro 
mlgutiib de nobleza^, honores^ d distinciones here- 
ditaarias^ ni erear empleos^ u oficio alguno^ cuyos 
aueldos 6 emolumentds puedan d;ura^ mas tiempo que 
el de la buena conducta de los qtie Ids sijfyan* ' 

205. Qualquiera persona qu(& ettnia algiinl empleo 
de confianza; u honor, baxo la autoridad del Estadoj 
no podra aceptar regalo, titulo^; 6 emohin^ntd de 
algun Rey^ Principe, 6 Estado extrangero, Bin el 
eonsentimiento del Gongreso; * ''- • 

@06. El Piresidente y.miembrQs que fiierei^ del 
Exeeutivo: los Senadoresf, los R^r^mtAntes; lbs 
inilitares y demas empleados civiles, intcis de etttraf 
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. ^. ^he vile traffic of slaves; prohibited byie^ 
cjcee of the Supreme Junta of Caracas, on the 14tl| 
of Ji^ly 1810, is hereby solemnly and constitutipn'- 
ally abolished in the w^hole territory of the Union, 
Avithont it being ^wful in any mannei; to itojiort 
slaves of any kind, for the purposes of mercantile 
{[peculation. 

20$. Xn the saipe manner are revoked and annulled, 
in every serise, the ancient la^ws vrhich imposed a civil 
degradation on that pa^t of the free population of 
Venezuela, hitherto knovm under the denominaticm 
of persons of colour ; these shall all remain in the 
possession of their natural and piyil rank and be 
restored to the imprescriptible rigl^ts belonging tq 
them, ill like manner as the rest of the citizens. . 
' 204. AH titles granted by the former goverments 
are extinguished; and neither Congress^ nor the 
jProvincial Legislatures^ shall grant any others, ei- 
ther of nobility, honours, or hereditary distinctions; 
nor create offices or places of any nature, whose 
salaries or emoluments, last lon|^er than the good 
conduct af those w^ho fill them. ^ 

205. Any person who may hold any office of con- 
4dence or honour, under the authority of the State, 
shall not b^ allowed to accept i^ny present, title, or 
emolument,' froin any king, prince, or foreign 
jw)wer, without the consent of Congress. 
- 206. The President and members of the Execu- 
tive, S^eiiatprs and. Representatives, the military, and 
^U civil functionaries, before they enter on the exer** 
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CO el «xereiei6 de sus Amciones^ deb^raa prestar ja« 
rsneotode fi^lidid al Esudo, de sostener y defen*^ 
der la Coiiftituciop;, de cumpfir bien f fielmeote los 
df^Nr^ d($ sut oficio9> ^ de prot^er y. consenrar pura 
ijlesa^ w estos pueblos^ la Keligion eaioli^si^ apps^ 
<^}i^at romana^ jqae ellos prpCesan, 

207. El Poder Executivo prestera el jnrametito en 
maaos del #resid«ite del 5cnado, a presericia* de las 
iofl CAmaras; y los Senadores y lieprcsentaiitej eri 
manos del Presiden^e en tnrna del' BiecntivO;, y ^ 
pveMneia de ]m alros das tndivrdlios qtie Id compoDen. 

SOU* £1 CtSngreso detejrmihar^a la f&rmuls^ del ju- 
ramento, y ante que personas deban prestarlo lear 
demas c^ciales y empleados de la C6nfed!eracfonI 

'.-■-•it •* 

209^ El Pueblo de cada Provincia teo^a fa^ultad^ 
para revocar la nominacionde.^ul -Ddegados ^n e][ 
Congfeso^ 6 alguno de ellos^ en qualquiera tiempo del 
aRo^ y para enyiar of ros ea lu^ar de los fo'uoerjfis^ - 
por el que a estos ^Itafe $li ti^ittpj^ 4^ lin;eYaci^on^^^ 

210, £1 me^io de iaquitir y sabot? la ^olitniladga'f 
neral de los Pueblos^ sobre estas reyotcacione$> ser^ 
del resorte exclusivo y peculiar, de ia» Iie^islaturas 
provinciates^ segun Ip que jiarji ^^Ua entableciMril 
sus respectiyaa- Cojostitucipqe^. . . . . ; : ^^ 

211. S^; prgbibe, a^to^ps Iw iPiudadto«3 siia^ 
con armas a las Congregacioae^/piifroiq^is^ j 
torales que prescribe la Con»titu©i§ii^/^ a .1^$!^/. / 
unione^ pacificaf de que hablaji$« 182 y 8J^i€Bi% 
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.^ise 4^f ibrnt fu&ctiopii/ slutU talse mfSis af fidelity to 
^e State^ and swear to maiiitain aoddefiend tiie Con* 
i$tiiution^ to i^lfil well and faithfully the duties of 
iSieir offices^ and to protect ai]4 preserre piire and 
nntouched in tliif country^ the Catholic^ Apostolic^ 
and. Roman religion, M^ich th^y themselyes profess. 

pyt. The Ejcecutive Power shall have the oath 
adipinisteired by the Presidimt of the S^iate, in pre- 
s^nce of the two Houses; and the Senators and 
Representatives^ by the President for the time hosing 
of the ^xecutive^ and in the presence qf the o^her 
two individuals composing the same. 

!!S08. Congress shall determine the form i)t the 
oath> and by whom it is to be administered^ to the 
0tfa^ officers and funtionalrjes of the Confederation. 

^09* The inhabitant^ of each province^ shall be 
^lowed^ to revoke the tiomination of their DeFegateii 
to Coki^ress^ or luiy one of them, at any time of the 
jeaf^ as well as to sedd there others^ in place of the 
firsts for tiie time left them to serve. 

glO^ The means of ascertaining the general will of. 
the people^ respecting these revocations^ shall h% 
|Jbroiigh the exclusive and peculiar channel of the pro- 
yineial l^egislatures^ and in conformity to what may 
be established by their respective Constitutions. 

Ml 1« It is prohibited for all citizens to assist at the 
imi'ocbial and electoral meetings^ prescribed by the 
Constitution^ ^riih arms^ as well as at the peaceable 
meetings tnentioned in article 18S^ and the following 
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4^wi6 la pena de perder por diez alios el derecho d^ 
woisLT, y de concurrir a ellas. 

212. Qualquiera qiie fuere legltiinam^iite con* 
Tcncido de haber compradoj 6 ven^ido sufragios eq 
las referidas Congregaciones, 6 de haber procqrado 
la eleccion de alj^un individuo con am^pazas^ iotrigas^ 
artificios/ u otro genero de seduce jon^ sera excluido 
*de las mismas Asambleas^ y del exercicio de ioda 
funcioo publica por espacio de yeinte aSos; y en 
caso de rehicidencia^ la exclusion perk perpetua^ 
publicandose una y otra en el disf ricjto del Partido 
capitular^ por una proclama de la M unicipalidad 
que eirculdr^ en los papeles publicos. 

213. Ni los suff agantes Palrroquiales^ ni los Elecr 
ioref papitiilares recibirap recoihpensa alguna del 
iEstado por concurrir a sug respectivas <7ongregar 
cioiies^ y exercer pn ellfi^ 1q que previene la Consti-* 
$ueipp> aunque sea necesario a yeces emple^r algono^ 
dias para concluir lo quc^ ocnrri^re. 

214. Los Ciudadanos solo podran exercer sus de^ 
rechos politicos en las Congregacipnes parroquiales y 
clectorales, y en los casos y formas preBcriptas ppr IfL 
Constitucion. 

215. Ningun individi|0, 6 ai^aciacioq particular 
podra bacer peticiones a }as autoridades constituidas^^ 
en nombre del Pueblo^ ni menos abrogarsfi lacalifi- 
cac|pn de Pueblo Sober a^io ;, y f 1 c^udadaoq^ 6 ciu- 
dadanos que contraTinieren a este paragrafo^ holland^ 
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Otie> iiMbt the penaltj^ bt losing fof feii jrearSi tW 
Jright of voiihg, or assisting at the siame. 

sift. Any person who may haye been legally eon-; 
Victed, of naving purchased or sold votes, in the said, 
ibeetings^ or of hating obtaitied^ the eleciion of any 
person;, by means of threats, intrigue, artifices, or 
fulykind of seduction, shall be excluded ftom the 
said meetings, and from the exercise of all public 
functions for the space of twenty years ; andincasef^ 
of the same oecurtng asiecond time, thie exclusion^ 
^ajil be for ever ; both beii^ published throughout 
the chief disitrict, by means of a proclamation of the 
municipality, Irhich shall also circulate in the public 
papers. 

SIS. Neither the parish voters; or the district 
eiectorsj shall be allowed to receive any recompencit 
from thci state^ for attending these meetings, in order 
to exercise therein what is prescribed by the Cdnsti-'^ 
tution; notwithstanding it may sometimes be neoes^ 
iary to expend some days to finish what may occur. 

SS]4i; The citizens shall alone be allowed to exer^ 
cise their political rightd ill the parii^h ^nd district 
meetings^^ fti&d in the cases and manner prescribed by 
the Constitution. . 

dI5. No individual^ or any particular society, shall 
be allowed to lay petitions before the constituted . 
atithorUies, in the name of the people; and much 
less to arrogate to themselves the title of sovereign' 
peopfe; and the citizen or citizens, who may trans* 
gress against this article, by disregarding the respect 
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ei ibipeto y vendracioii debidas a la tepresentiicldipr 
jr toz del Pqeblo, que sold si; exprcki por li volun- 
t^l general^ 6 por ^1 organo de sus Representaiited 
li^timos j^ ta» Legislaturas^ seralt perseguidos^ 
presold J Jtizgados con arre^ k l&s lejes; 

^ Slfiv "Toda reitiiioil de glMrte ^imiadfll^ baser ^|i]^ 
^ieia^pDeteittoqueje formef $i ho emapa deordeoea 
dBb» afuiloridiides f^onstituidas^ es un atetttado eo&tra 
la iegimdad publiea> j debe diq^i^^saf »e ia^a^ediata^ 
miiiite por la fuerza; y toda FeunioB de geiite mt 
amaa que ao tenga ei bkmbo fnrig^ft kg(ti«9^ 4M^ 
fiaoimrft^ pruaero por of denes terbales; j siifido 
iiecesarid^ sedestruira por las armas en caso de 110^ 
sirfjetleia^ ^detta^az obstiaaciop. . 

Slti Al Presideiite j miembros del Podef JSxe- 
cutivo^ Senadores^ Representantes, y demas eiriplea*^ 
dospor el Gobiemo de la Confederacion^ se abonaratf 
8U8 respectivos sueldos del tesoro comun de la hnion 

. dl8» No «e extrabera de ^ cantidad a%u.i|% 4^ 
nmnermo «n plata^ oro, pape!^ u otra i£(>rn^a fq^r^ 
Taknte^ sino para los obji^^* i javere^nes ^r 4^ 
nadas por la ley^ y anualmente se puJ^J^p^a j^r ^ 
Gwgreso ua estado^ y ^u^n^a regular de li(f .^utitn^s 
y gastoi de los l<>ndos pi^bjipos^ para eop9C}|ZHMBBtpj%; 
tpdofi, ln^o que ^ P^dei: ^?(Watiyo vejri^^ie ^ 
d|(pue$*oeiiel$. lOSi 

IStt^^ iMitinca se impondr^ capitaci.oh> 6 bWoiili-- 
puesto directo sobre las personas de los Cibdadanos> 
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and veaerotion due to the Tepres^ntatioii attd voiei 
' ^ ihe jfeaphj which can dnfy be es^pressed by th* 
g;enerai will, of throiigb the org^ of iheir kj^^unata 
RepresentatiYes in the Legislatures/ sfiall be prosectt'^ 
ted, taken into custody, and judged accolrding to 
ifae laws. 

WiB. All a«semHage of arftied persons innler wla** 
tfoerer pretext they may be collected, titnlesa by thd 
a^thoriiiy of the toii^titufed ati oi^Bce 

igahilt thejmbiit security, audYsfd'lie li^^ 
dispensed *%y rneatis o^ fotce ; anrf a!t assemblage of 
]^etsdn8 uitarmed, whibli bas not the seiii6 UgsA drigia; 
shall in the first instance be dissolved by Te)rt)id 
orders, and if fi^Cif^ary, it sh/Ul be dispersed by force 
lal^arms, itL case of r&sist^ce,,^^^^^^^ 

l*ower, as V«*'ll as the ^^im/ Ikeptes^n^ 
and ali otfier 1^|ftictiohiriW'"of H^^ 
shafi recelTe their respiK^tive salai^ies bqt of^the trea^ 
aury of the union. 

218. No quantity of money in sibmfj g^^^^r, 
(fe^luty other c^^ shall be taken put ol" 
tfie^siamc^i excejTtin^g % ihe pnrp^s^ j6^^^ 
ordained by law : and ^e_ Cqm^^II ilUdl ann^i^y 
puWish u Tstetemefrt, -a 

aSpfe and eipenditure of the publio ifeomes, for the I 
iEffijriaiation 6f all, as soon as the Exectttiye ha%# 
earrl^ ittto^fect wW is ^ipulated by artk^ 

219. No eai^ta:tioatax or ajiy direct impost, ibali 
Ik ieviedon the persons of the citizens, but in confor- 
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ianqt ei^ razdn del numero de pciblioibii de ci^da Pro* 
Ifincia^ segon lo indicaren los censqs que el Congresa 
diq;>pDdr& se exebuieti cada ciAco afios^ kn toda laex^ 
tension del Estado. 

2^. No se dara preferencia a los puertos de una 
Prorincia ^obre los de otra^ por teglamentp algifiio 
4e comercio^ 6 de retttas^ pi se- com^ederan privi*. 
legios^ 6 derecbos etelusiyos a compafiias de comer- 
tio, 6 corporaeiones mdustriales, ni se iiupondran 
otrap limitaciones k la liberiad del comei*cio^ y al ex« 
ercieio de la agricultura y de la industria^.sino lai 
^ue preriene expresament^ la ConstitiieiQiii : , ■ y 

^1, Toda Ley probibifiya sobire esfos objetos^ 
qua^do las cireun^tancias la/j^q^ap necesaria^ debera 
esthnarse por pur^^.y ^ej^ci^i^aente provisiooal; j 
para tener efectopor mas de un ano^ se debera renor 
Tar con formalidad al cabo de este periodo>. i^epj-^ 
tiendose lo mismo sucesi^mentfe* . 

922. Mientras el Congreso no determipare una 
formula permanente d^ naturalizacion pura lbs exn 
trangeros^ adquirirah estos el derecbo de Ciudadanps,; 
y aptitud para Totar^ elegir^ y toml^r asieiito ^la 
represf^tacion nacional^ si babiendo declara4p l^il^ 
intencion de establecerse en el pais ante una Ij^unioi-^ 
paUdad> heebose inscribir en el registro civil* d^ elja^ 
3r r^mf^ciado al derecbo de ciudadano en si> p^t^a/ 
adquirieren un domicilio y residencia eh tH t^rritcHrio 
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Jmity fo the quantity of populatidn Contained iii each 
^ province, and according to the census which Coa- 
gress will ordain to be tak^n every five years, 
throughout the whole extent of the state. 

220/ No preference shall be given. to the ports of 

.one province over those of another, either by any 

regulations of trade or finance ; nor shall privileges 

or exclusive rights be granted to trading companies , 

, or societies of indmtry ; nor shall any restrictions be 

. laid on the freedom of trade, or on the pursuits of 

.agriculture and industry, excepting what are ex* 

pressly stipula^ted by the Constitution. ^ 

221. All prohibitive laws respecting similar mat- 
ters, whenever ciircumstances may render the same 
necessary, shall be held as purely and essentially pro- 
Visional ; and in order, that the same may have effect 
more than one year, it shall be requisite to renew 
them with all the necessary formalities, at the end of 
that period, and in like manner successively. 

222. In the mean time that Congress has not 
established a permanent form of naturalization fpr fo- 
reigners, the same shall obtain the right of citizens, 
as well as the power of voting, electing, and taking a 
seat in the house of the -national Representatives, 
if, having declared their intention to establish them- 
selves in the country before a municipality, and 
caused their names to be inscribed on the civil re- 
gisters thereof, and having also renounced their 
right of citizenship to their own cpuntry, they 

, Ijave acquired the domiciliary rights and residenciF 
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4el E6tado, pQT el thxjapo de siete aaps, y Vtmixin 
las 4^»nas coiidicioi^eg. prescript's en la Coasttitucipio^ 
, pa,rfi exercei* \m ftmciones f efe^ridfts. 

9S$. £n todos los actos pjjtblicos $e usariL de la 
£ra Colonrbiaiia^ y para e^tar toda ceafuMod en I^ 
compnAos al comparar esta epoca eon ia Tnlg^r Crts- 
iiajia^ Casi generaJmente tiaada eu todos los puebtos 
c^ltos^ €0inenzar4 aquella i €0fl4arse desde el dia 
primero ^e Enero^ del aSo de N. S. mil ochociei^s 
once, (^ fiera el primero de naestra iodependenjck. 

* 234r E^l Gongreso suplira con providencias op(^r- 
tunas, a todas las partes de esta Cori^titucion que no 
piqiedan ponerse en execucion inipediatapientej y de un 
modo general^ para evitar lo§ perjuicios e inconve- 
nlentes que de otra suerte pudieran resultar al Estado. 

^Qi. El qu^ iiall^ui^ose |sn ^na Prpvipf^ia ^i^lare 
spf ieypif, $ef ^ jua&g^o cob arf^l^ 4 ejl^^ por s^s 
Mi^l&trf^os pf oyi^i^tfs ; pero si ^pfripgiese |a$ 4^ 
1^ Uiiio^ lo s^ra couforme a est^ por ios fw- 
ciqnurios 4^ liBi paism^ Cjonfederac^ion ; j p^a> i}iie ' 
^ 3ei^ pspes^rip que en tddsLS partes b^j^ Tribiinales 
4t» la CmfpA^piou, ^ que ^ean extrabidos 4# aus^ 
yeci^darios Ion indf^iduos ^^omprebendidos en ^sios 
ic^^os^ d Coj^^resp detefipinar^ poff ley, las Tri- 
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%4(iiili *he State, Aji4t% the ^^HoS oT sevtwi yeaHi, 
and have besides fulfilled the other coiiditioi^s pr^ri^ 
bed by the Constitution, in order to exercise the 
functions above stated. 

^S23. in all {)ublic fictsf tlie 'Columbian !Era shall 
be used, and in orde)* to avoid all mistalc^snn calcu- 
lations, in comparihj^ this period with the common 
Christian Era, ^nef ally used by civilized countries, 
l&e former shall datie from the first day of January 
of the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred 
9xA eleven, >?vhich shall be the first of ^our Indepen- 
dence. . ' 

334. Congress »hall be cuithorized by means of 
timely regulations, to provide for all parts of this 
GoR^titution which cannot be immediately carried 
into -execution, and in a general manner in order to 
avoid th^ iiyuries and inconveniences which mij^ht 
(Otherwise result to the 6<ate. ,- 

2S5. Aqy person who being in any produce should 
violate the laws, shall be judged in conform^ity 
.th^eto, by its provincial magistrates ; but if he 
.fihottld transgress against those of the union, he shall 
be.judged in coafoimity to the same, by thefnnction* 
aries of the confederation ; aud in ordef that it may 
not be necessary to have tribunals belonging to the 
Gott^eratibn til every place, and that the pemons 
coii^rdieliied ill the»e cases may not l)e tiifcen <yut*<>f 
their places of ^ideiice. Congress shall determinpb by 
\9Jil the said tribunals^ and the ifoifitts tinder Which 
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para exfirainar y juzgar las ocur)rencias en las mismas 
ProVincias« 

^26. Nadie tendra en la Cpnfederacion dc . Vene- 
zuela otro titulo^ ni tratamiento publico que el de 

' ciudadano, unica denominacion de todos los hombres 
libres que componen la Nacion ; pero a las Camaras 
representativas, al Poder Executijjo^ y a la Suprema 

' Corte de Justicia se dara por todos los Ciudadanos^ 
el mismo tratamiento con la adicion de Honorable para 
las prim^ras^ Respetabh para el segundo, y Recto para 
latercera. 

1^7. La presente Constitucion^ las leyes que en 
ednseqiiencia se expidan para executarla, y todos los 
tratados que se concluyan baxo la autoridad del Go- 
bierno de la Union^ seran la ley suprema del Estado 
M toda la extension de la Confederacion, y las auto- 
ridades y habitantes de las Provincias^ estarjin obli- 
gados a obedecerlas^ y observarlas religiosamente sin 
excusa^ rii pretexto alguno; pero las leyes que se 
expedieren contra el tenor de ella^ no tendran nii|guQ 
valor, sitto qiiando hubieren llenado las condiciois^es 
requeridas para una ju^ta^ y legitima revision, jr 
sancion« 

228. Entretanta qw se verificja la coinpOsicion de 

un codigo civil y criminal, sl^cordado por el Supremo 

^ Congreso en 8 de Marzo ultimo, adaptable a Ip, 

forma, de Gobierno establecido en Venezuela, se 

declara en su fuerzay vigor, el codigo que hasta aqui 
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lliey shall issue commissions to examine and judge' 
all cases in the respective provinces. 

226. No person within the Confederation of Ve- 
nezuela,, shall enjoy any other title or address than 
that of citizen, the only denomination of all the fre^ 
persons composing the nation ; hut the Houses of Re- 
presentatives, the Executive Power^ and the suprenie 
Court of Justice, by all Citizens shall be addressed 
under the samenames^ with the addition^ of Hotiour- 
able for the first. Respect aUe for the second^ and 
tlpright for the third. 

227, The present Constitution^ the. lavfs that in 
confequence thereof may He enacted for its execution^ 
as well as all the treaties which, may be carried into 
effect under, the government of the union^ shall be 
lield as the Supreme law of the State throughout the 
whole extent of the Confederation ; and the au tho- 
rites and inhabitants of the provinces, shall be bound 
to obey and religiously .to observe the same^ without 
fail or pretext ; but the laws which may be enacted 
in opposition thereto, shall be considered as with-s 
out effect, unless they have passed through th^ 
forms requisite for a just, and legal revisal ^udt 
sanction. 

228. In the mean time, and till the forma.tion of 
a civil and criminal code is carried into effect, a& 
decreed by the Supreme Congress on the '8th of March 
ult, adapted io^ the form of government est^-blished 
in Venezuela, it is hereby declared, tl^at th^ <:ode \fj 
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no6 ha regido en todas las tnaterias y ^vfAM (lUB^ 
directa 6 indirectamente^ no se ppongan. a lo esl;^ 
blacido en esta. ConstituGiock 

Y pot qunnto'el Supremo Legislador del Ujjiyer&q^ 
iia querido inspirar ea nueatroscorazones^ la amistad 
y union mas sinceras entre nosotro&mismos^ y con log 
demaa habitantes del Continante Colombiano^ qil^ 
quieran ajsociarsenos para defender nuestra Religion^ 
auestra Sob^rania natural^ y nuestra Independencia : 
por tanto nosotros^ el referido Pueblo d,c Venezuela, 
habieado ordenado con entera. libertad la Gonsti- 
fucion precedente que contiene las reglas, principios^ 
y objetQS de nuestra Confederacion y alianz^ per- 
petpa^.tomandando a la misma Diyinidad por testigo 
dp la sinceridad denuesttas intenciones^ 4 im^lorandQ 
8u poderoso auxilio para gozai:' por siempre las bendir 
clones de la libertad, y de los imprescriptibles der^- 
chos, que hemos merecido a su be|[ieficen(dia^ geiMuros^ 
nos obligamosj y comprom^temos k frbaeryar^ y, cm%- 
nlir inyiolablemente todiMi y cada una^ de las:<;p$a3.que 
' en ella se compreb^nden^ des4p q^e sea rati^ada;c^ 
la forma que en la^ mistna se pr^Tien^;. prptp^taj)^ 
sin embargo alter ar^ y mudar en qualquiei; ti^pp 
estaa i^esoluciones^ conforme^ a la mftyp^a d^^ los 
l^aeblos de Cplon^bia que qtrieran reu|||rse>«i|. up 
Cuerpp najeionaj para la defi^nsa y co^seryaj^ip^ 4]^ ^ 
liberiadj e Independencia poUtio^ ^lodific^dolft;^ 
' cprrigiendplas^ y, acoiiiQd?ndQla^ ^ortiii|i.a|li<^l|t« y, • 
|>lviFalidad y de comun acuerdo entre nosotros mismos^ 
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itl^ due and fuU fbpce and vi^dtir m ablHh&' ^oihtf itiid\ 
matter* whick dirfectly or indiitec^y riiay^ n^W^ 
opposed to what 18 estkbli^t€?d- by Ai^ Con^tuti^v 

And whereas tfee Supreme I^gisla4oi» of theiiiii- 

versN^ teas beea pleiised tcv^ mspire into oiir Kea*t$; tlie^ 

mast mtitaal afid sini^re fViendship stild' utiiofif^ tiM 

yf^^ aiiiong»tour^elteii^ as'witk the p^t ef the^itfhaM^' 

tsLuUiot^ the eoluishias Gonttnfefirtr, who ntey wish fcM 

aisoeiale With us iii erdfer to dfeffead oilr^i%li^ioft^ otif- 

DfTturat 80vereignity> a»4 oar ii^d^eadetifce; tberc^e^ 

We; the said^ people of yem^^oeiit^^ h^mg fie^f^ 

ordained the* preceding Cotistitutiotfi eoiftaiisk^^' 

tfee regulirtiorts^ principles, and otjfet*s ^f oialr Cdtt*-; 

f0d»ra,tip»^ and^^pev-petluil aUla£U^e^ 2^ odljb^ up^tf' 

tbesan^ divinity td v<^itiieM^ tt^'sme^eHty of oar m^' 

tentions, and implorinj^hiis^^^f^^i^Ul aid^t^ seeitre tc^ 

lis for ever, the blessings of liberty, and th^e inipres- 

cf ^riible^ r£gbt^ \^ ha^vo, frofia Im^ geniBrond^ beileA^ 

cais^y obtained ; d^ mntvtoHy Ini^d' ourfielv^B^ atid^ 

engage,- to observe aisd inviolably t^ flilfit, alt i^Ad^ 

•each of the things therein contained, from the time 

the same is ratified in the m^nef; i^pulated therein i 

protesting nevertheless, td altey^ j^iwl^ at any time to 

change these said resolution^, whei]iever; andin con- 

foifmity to the naajority ©f the people of Columbia^ 

united in a national body for the defi^ntte and preser* 

vation of their liberty, and'p^cditiealindepi^ndence, the 

same may b^ desired ; modxtyirig, cdriteetiti^, andsuit^ 

jpg the same opportiiiifely'ai&cordtsj^to^'lHitirality, apd 
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tu todo lo que tubiere, relaciones directits leoii td#- 
intereses generates de los referidos Pueblos^ y fu6re^ 
cpnyenido por el orgauo de sus iegitimos^ ftepf e- - 
sentantes reunidos en un Congreso general Ae )a Go- '^ 
lombia^ 6 de alguna pq^rte considerable de ell a;, y 
sancioiiado pof los comitentes; (ionstituyendonos en* r 
tretanto en esta union^ todas y cada una de las Pro* « 
vincias que concurrieron 4 formarlai garantes las 
qn^iis a, las otras de la integridad de nuestros respec* 
tivos territories y tlerechps esenciales^ con nuestras 
yidasj puestras ' fortunas^ y nuestro honor ; y con^ 
fiamos, y reco^le^dainds la inviolabilidad y conseN 
vacion de esta Constitucion k la fidelidad de los^ 
Cjierpos LegislativQs, de loa, Poderes Exectttivps> 
Jm^ccs^ y Empleados de la Union y de las Provinciagy^^ 
y, a ^a yigilancia y yirtudes de los padres de familia^ : 
mtclres^ espo8a9, y ciudadanos del Esti^do. > 

Pada en el Palacio Federal de Caracas. ^Teintiima; 
de Ditiembre del afip del Senor mil ochocietitos phce, 
primero dt nuestra Independencia. 

Juan Toro^ Presidente. 

Isidore Ant. Lopez Mendez. 

fjuan Jose de M?^ya. 

Nicolas de Castro. - .' 

Lino de Clemente. 

Jose Maria Ramirez 

Domingo de Alvarado. ; . ..; 

Manuel Placjdo Maneyrp, 
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our owtt common consent, in every thing whick m^ 
ha^e a direct tendency to the general intere^s of the 
said people^ and as agreed upon through the organ 
of their legal Representatiyes assembled in the gene- "• 
ral Congress of Columbia^, or of any considerajila 
part thereof, and sancf ioned by itis Constituents ; con-* 
tstitutiug ourselves in the mean time^ in this union, 
ajr and each one of the provinces concurring to form 
the saihe, guarantees each one to the other/ of the in- 
tegrity of our respective territories and essential rights, 
with our livesj our fortunes, and our honqur; and 
-vire confide and recommend the inviolability j^nd con- 
servation of this Constitution to the fidelity of the 
Legislative bodies, of the Executive powers^ judges 
and functionaries of the union^ and of the provinces, 
as well as to the vigilance and virtues of all fathers 
of families, mothers^ wives and citizens of the State. 

Done in the Federal Palace of Caracals, this twen- 
ty-first day of December^ in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred, and elevep, and tjbe first of 
our Independence. 

Juan Toro, President. 
, Isidoro Ahtonio Lopez Mendez. . 
Juan Joze de Maya* 
Nicolas de Cjastrb. 
Lino de CJemente. 
Joze Maria Ramirez. 
Domingo de Alvarado. 
Manuel Placido Maneyro. 
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Mariano de la Gova. 
Francisco X'avier dfe Maiz. 
Antonio Nicolas Brizefio. 
Francisco X. Yaqcs^. 
Manuel Palacio* 
Jos^ de Sata y Btissy. . . 
Jose Ignacio Brizefio. 
Jose Gatriel de \41cala, 
Bartolome Blandtn. 
Francisco Policarpo Ortiz, 
Martin Tovar. 
Felipe Fernrin Paul. 
Jos6 liuis Cabrera. 
Francisco Hernandez. 
Francisco del Toro. 
Jojs^ Angel d^ Alamo. 
GabrieltFerez de Pagola. 
Francisco X.'Ustaiuz, 
Juan. German Roscio, 
Fernando Penalver. 



(L. S.) 



Baxo los reparos que se^.e^xftresan al pie de esta 
acta n.° 2j firmo csta ConstitucioQ. 

Francisco ikJUiranda, Yice^Pfesidente. 
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Antonio NiccJlas Brizefio. 
Francisco X. Yanes, 
Manuel palacip. 
J^Q7^(i de Sarta ^ Bussy. 
tfoze Xgnacio; Brissefl^^ 
J[oze GaJ>}riel d^ Alcal4» 
B^rtplomg BUndin, 

Francisco Policarpo Ortiz* 
Martin Tovar, 

Felipe Fermin Paiil. 

Joze Luis Caljrera. 

Francisco Hernandez. 

Francisco del Tor o. 

^oze Angel de Alamo. 

Gabriel Perez d^ Pagola, 

Francisco X. Ustariz. 

Juaa Qi^mmL j^soio^ 

Fernanda Peiialver, 



Under; th? objections stated at the end of this act, 
No. 3, I ^ign this Constitution. 

Francisco de Miranda^ Vice President. 
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Subscribo a iodo^ raenos al articulo 180^ reite*^ 
rando mi protesta hecha en 5 del corriante. 

Juan Nepomuceno Quintana. 



Subscribo a todo/ m^nos al articulo 180 que 
trata de abolir el fuero personal de los clerigos^ 
iobre el que he protextado solemnemente^ lo que se 
insertar^. a cbntiauacion de esta Constitucion. 

Manuel Vicente de Maya. 



Subscribo en los mismos terminos que el Sr. Maja^ 
acompaiiandose la protexta qiJie he eutregado Hoy. 

Luis Jose Cazorla. 



Subscribo a toda la Constitucion^ menos al tapi- 
tulo del fuero. 

. Zuis Jose de Rivas y Tovar. 

Baxo mi protexta del acuerdo de diez j seis de 
los' corrientes. 
; ' Salvador Delgado. 

Subscribo a tbdo, excepto el desafuero« 

Josi VicenU Unda. 
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* ■ " 

I subscribe to the whole/ with the excq)tioii of 
article 180; renewing my protest made on the 5th 
instant. * > 

JucmNepomucenoCiuintanfl. 

I subscribe to the wTiole, with the exception of 
article 180, which relates to the abolition of the per- 
sonal ijnmtinity of the Clergy, respecting which I 
have solemnly protested, which act is to be inserted 
at the end <>f this Constitution. , . 

Manuel Vicente Maya. 

. I subscribe, under the same exceptions, as Sefior 
Maya, and under the accompanying protest delivered 
this day. 

Luis Joze Cazorla. 

I subscribe to the whole of the Constitution, with 
the exception of the article respecting immunities. 

Luis Jo%c de Btvast/^ Tmiar* 

Under my protest as made on the I6th instant. 

Salvador Helgadp, 

t subscribe to the whole, with the exception of 
^e article which annuls immunities. 

Jozi Vicente Undon 
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Subflcriboja presente Constitiicioo^ tx^ eoEfiltsioa 
del ardculo 180, y con arreglo 4 la prcrti^xta ^^^ue 
Idee en 5 del corriente, y acompaSa la Constitucion * 
J en los mismos termines que corre la de Don Juati 
Quitana. 

Xuis Ignacio Mendoza. - 

%iStiiet\\}0 % tbdo lo sancionado en esta Consti- 
^tufcibn^ aexcepciond^ capitulo que habladel fiieto 
eclediastico^ segun las protextas.que bishecho en las 
actas 4el dia 5 del presente. 

Juan Antonio Diaz Argote: 
lPrcmci^<o6 Ib^Tdij Sfefcretarte. 



ik JL t> C tJ €1 O N. 

V^tsmkUMi^^. jA^n^ >e[e i^maplirse los dos primeros 
afios de vuestra libertad, vais a fixar el destino ^e la 
paitn, pnmutioiiilid» sibre la Con8tit«ci(»i^ i|U& os 
presentan yuestros Representantes. 

Ni las revoluciones del otro hemisferio^ ni las con- 
ttthioaes de tots ^andes iliciperioi t^ne hi ditid^^ ni 
^los intereses oput^^tos d^ la pt^fttka 1Su)r6p6^, ktui 
^ooido ^4»tfttte]^ la marcba pacifica y moderada que 
eskipre^isteis el meimorable 19 de Abri}^ de 1810. 
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I subscribe *o the present CoosttttHion^ ^ih the 
^<ieption of article 180, and in conforniity to wy 
protest iY^ade on the 5th instant, annexed to Hiib Coli-» 
stitution^ and in similar terms to those of St^4ft 
Quijotana* 

Luis Ignacio Mend^. 

t subscribe to the whole of wha6 is sanctioned ui 
this Constitution, excepting the article which treats 
of the eeclesiastical icnniuiiity, and in eimfdimty to 
ike prote^ ftiade on the 5th instant « * 

Juan Antonio Diaz Argote. 
Francisco Isnardi^ Secretary. 



ADDRESS. 

IiUiabitants of Venezuela ! Two years haye ni^t 
evolved since you became free, and you are already 
about to fix the destiny of your country, by isat^« 
tioning the Constitution which your Representatives 
Jay before you. 

Neither the revolutions of the other hemisphere^ 
ner the convulsions of the great empires into which it 
is divided^ nor the clashing interests of Europe^ 
policy^ have obstructed the pacific ^.nd temperate ear 
reer on which you ^ntqred^ on the memorable 19th 
of April 18ia 



Digitized 



by Google 



^4 

El intercs general de la Am^rica^ f^tiesl^ en accioit 

vjror vuestro glorioso exetnplo, el patriotismo giiiado 

-por la filantropia, y/la libertad ayudada de la jus- 

':ticia^ lian sido Ids agentes que han dirigido vuestra 

conducta para dar/al mundo el primer exemplo de un 

pueblo tibre, sin los horrores de la anarqula^ ni lo9 

Otimenes de las pasiones revolucionarias. 

Cterno sera en los fastos de la Ami^ricaj el cdrto 
periodo en que babeis hecbo lo que ba costado a tp- 
das las n.aciones epoeas funestas de sangre y deso- 
lacion ; y si la eonsternada Europa no tuviese que 
admirar nada en vuestra Constitucion^ confesara^ al 
menos^ que son dignos de ella los que han sabido con- 
^guirla sin devorarse^ y sabran sancionarla con la 
dignidad de bombres libres. 

Lleg6 el momento^ Venezolano?^ en qu^ tengais 
un gobierno, que en la exatitud de sus elementos. 
' eonteoga la garantia de su duracion^ y asegure* ccta 
" ella, Tuestra union y felicidad. 

Tal fue el deber que impusisteis a vhestros roah* 
* datarios el 2 de Marzo : a vosotros toca juzgar si lo 
Tian curaplido ; y a ellos el aseguraros que sus fet- 
yorosos deseos^ su infaiigable constancia^ y su btietira 
*f(&j es lo unico que puede hacerles esperar la-^apro* 
bacionde ttitias tareas/emprendidas y consumadas^^ola 
para vuestro bien. ^ . v 
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The general interest of America;, roused and brought 
into action bj your glorious example; patriotism 
gmded by philanthropy, and liberty aided by jus- 
tice, have been the agents which have directed your 
conduct, and enabled you to exhibit to fk^ world, 
the first example of a nation, rendered frfte without 
the horrors of anarchy, or the crimes of revoluti- 
onary passions. 

£ternal in the annals of America, shall be that 
dbort period, in which you have accomplished what 
has cost all other nations fatal ages of blood and de- 
flation,* and if astonished Europe should find no- 
ising to admire in your Constitution, she will at 
least acknowledge, that those are worthy of being 
h^r own citizens, who have known how to obtaiin 
it witliout self-destruction, and are ready to sanction 
it with the dignity of freemen. 

The period is at length arrived. Inhabitants of Ve- 

, nesmela, when you are possessed of a government, 

wl>icii> in the exact combination of its elements, 

eotttains the guarantee of its duration, and with it 

emuffes your union and felicity. 

fiiieh was the ditty you imposed on your eonsti- 
tutad Representatives, on the 3d of March ; to you 
it now belongs to judge whether they have fiilfiHed 
i^ a^ to them it only remains to ailsure you, that 
tiieir warmed wishes;, their indefatigable constancy, 
and ihmr^ good fei^, are the only titles by which 
ibef hope t© see approved> so weighty a task, un- 
ten and completed solely for your good. 
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> JPdtr iotas del 19 de Abril^ que Iiabeis permaDecido 
incontrastables en los reveses de la fartuoa^ e ioac^ 
cesibles k \m cboques de las facciones. Guerreros 
getierosos^ que habeis derramado Yuestra sangre por 
U patria;, ciudadanos que amais'el 6rden y la tran- 
quilidad> aceptad como preuda de tantos bienes^ el 
gobierno que os ofirecen \u<?stro8 Representautes 

El solo puede sei^alandoos vuestros derechos y 
vuesiros deberes, proporcionaros la garantia social^ 
y con ella la libertad^ la paz^ la abundancia^ y la 
felicidad. 

Indepeadencia politica^ y felicidad social^ fueroo 
Tuestros votos el 5 de Julio de 1811 : indep^Mlencia 
politica y felicidad social> ban sido los principios 
que ban dirigido desde entonces a los que para llenar 
el destine a que los elevo vuestra confian^a^ ban sa- 
crifioado su extstencia a tao, ardua como importante 
empresa. ^ 

Vene2olaQOs : ciudadanos todos^. union y confian^iia 
es lo uoico •que os pediraos en recompensa de los 
desvelos y sacrificios que nos ha merecido vuestra 
suerte: reunios todps en una sola familia por los in- 
lereses^ de una patria^ y caiga ua velo impenetrable 
sobre todo lo que sea anterior a la epoca aiigusta que 
vais a establecer. 

Sigtos enteros de gloria ban pasado para la Ame- 
rica^ desde que resolvisteis ser libres^ hista que 
conseguisteis serlo por. medio de la Constitucion^ sin 
la qual aun no habiads expresado ^olemtaemeate al 
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' Patriots of the 19th April, ye wlia liave regained 
firm under adversity^ and invulnerable to theasfeaults 
iif factions ! Generous warriors; who hate spilt your 
blood for jour country^ and ye citizens^ who love 
order and tranquility, accept^ as the' pledge of your 
future good, the government which your Represen- 
tatives now offer you. 

Italone^ by poiiiting out to you your rights and 
duties, can obtain, for you social security/ and with 
it, liberty, peace, abundance, and felicity. 

Political independence and social felicity, were 
whftt you aspired to on the 5th of July 181 1 ; poli-, 
tical independence and social felicity, have been the 
principles, which, from that period, have directed 
those, who/ in order to fulfil the pbject to wliicfa 
ypur cofidence raised them, have sacrificed th«ir own 
existencie, to so arduous and important an undertaking 
Inhabitants of Venezuela, <^rtizens all, union and 
confidence is alone what we ask of you, in return^ 
for the labour and sacrifices we have expended iii 
your behalf; unite all in one great family for the 
^ood of, your country, and let the veil of oblivion 
be thrown over every thing, anterior to the august 
era, on which you are about to enter. 

Memorable in^the annals of America will be that 
period, which intervened from the time you resolved 
to be free, till you. became so, by virtue of the pre- 
sent Constitution * without which yoU cpuld not 
have solemnly declared your intention to the world, 

x2 
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m^mdo yu€»trii voluntad> ni el modo de Ue^acia a 
cfecto. 

El termino de la reTolucioa se acerca : apre^ui^oi 
a Ilegar Sl el por media de la CoastilueioD qu9 . oi 
ofrecemos^ si quereis sumir m la nada los projector 
de nu88tro$ eijiemigos^ j apartar para sieoip^r^ de 
nQsotros^ los males que ellos nog ban caiisado; 

Pueblo soberauo^ oje la voz de f u» maadatEkrios^ 
el proyecto del contrato social que eUod te ofreeenj 
fue sugerido solo por el deseo de tu felicidad : Au sole 
debes sancionarlo : colocate antes entf e la pasada y 
Ip futuro : consulta tu in teres y tu glotia^ y la patm 
quedara salvada. 

Falaeio Federal de Venezuela, Veintitres de DU 
ciembre de mil ocbocieaios onec^^ pri^nerc^ de la 
Indepeiidiracia. ^ ^ 

Juan TorOy Presidenfe. 
Francisco Isnardh Secretar io. 
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nor the meaDS by which they were to be accom* 
plished. 

The end of the revolution is now at l|9iid ; liadten 
to reach it by means of the Constitution we oi^er 
you^ if you are desirous of frustrating tite f^rojects of 
}'our enemies^ and of for ever renr6Vi)lg from you^ 
the ills which they have hitherto heajpMed u^oti us 

Sovereign People ! listen to the vM^tt of your 
Representatives ; the social contract l^y iiow offer 
yoUj was only dictated by a regard for foWt Welfare ; 
to you alone it belongs to sanction it ; reflect well on 
what is gone by^ and what is yet to eome ;^ consult 
your own interest^ and your own ^^)fy, said our 
country is safe. 

Federal Palace of Venezuela^ tMs l£Sfl day of 
December^ 1811^ and first of our IndeipeiKhBace. 

Juan Toro, Preddent. 
Francisco Isnard^^ ScReretary. 
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